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Upcoming Field Day, June 27th and 28th 

Valleyford Community Park 
11418 E Palouse Highway 
Valleyford, WA 

 

We can operate between 1100, Saturday,  
July 27th to 1100, Sunday, July 28th.   

 

Field Day is the sin-
gle most popular on-
the-air event, held 
annually in the Unit-
ed States and Cana-
da. 

 

For more information 
and Field Day rules 
please go to  
arrl.org/field-day. 

 

If you would like to 
assist with this years 
activities please con-
tact, Tim N6JXN 
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Technical Update 
Jim, N7WRR 

The entire KBARA system has worked fairly well through the winter. The ice guard and new coax 
installed on the 220 Mhz link on Mica Peak last year kept the link running well; it was the first winter 
in quite a few years I didn’t have to run up to Mica Peak to repair it.  Now that the snow is coming off 
the mountain tops it is time to start thinking about some updates and repairs. I have a new controller 
to install for the 147.38 at Mica which I hope will remove the long tail on traffic from the hub.  I will 
also install another 440 Mhz link repeater at Mica to try and establish the link with Naneum again.  
For the Lookout, MT 147.02 repeater the duplexer needs to be retuned which should help extend its 
coverage.  At the Stensgar 147.36 repeater I need to do some work on the 220 Mhz hub.  Also later 
in the summer would like to get with Scott KA7FVV and see if we can’t up date the controller at the 
West twin 147.32 repeater and get a radio link working to the Stensgar hub and also maybe install a 
battery back up system for the repeater.   

 

Glen K1RR has resigned as one of the directors of KBARA but will continue to keep the IRLP link 
going which connects KBARA to outside repeaters, Echo Link and Allstar. We thank Glen for all he 
has done to help keep up the KBARA system over the years. 

 

Remember in using the system that you need to give time between transmission…don’t tail-gate; 
this is not just for emergency traffic to come in but also to keep repeaters on the system from timing 
out and give others a chance to join the conversation.  This is especially important during the morn-
ing net when outside repeaters are connected in from other areas.  Some of them are timing out. It 
also times-out the Stensgar 147.36 repeater which won’t come back up until it unkeys. Sometimes 
it’s hard to not key up right away in the excitement to respond, but try and remember to leave a cou-
ple seconds before you key up. 

—————————————————————————————————————————  
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History of KBARA 

The Kamiak Butte Amateur Repeater Association, KBARA, can trace its origins to the early 1970’s 
when Gary Baker, K7EMF and others established a linked repeater system between Pullman and 
the Tri-cities. Art Gemmrig WB7AUK, a deputy sheriff, became involved and obtained emergency 
communication status and funding for the Kamiak Butte repeater.  In 1981 Gary K7EMF and Dan 
Ransom K7MM established the KBARA financial support group to help maintain the repeaters.  In 
the early 1980’s Art WB7AUK set up additional repeaters on Mica Peak 147.38, Lookout Pass 
147.02, Stensgar Mt. 147.36 and Pikes Peak near Walla Walla 147.28. Karl Shoemaker AK2O as-
sisted Art and did the hub linking system at Stensgar. During this time, linking was also done to con-
nect KBARA to the Evergreen Intertie on the west side of Washington.  The Boeing Employees Am-
ateur Radio Society, BEARS, and Russ Kroeker N7HGE established radio links from KBARA’s Mica 
Peak repeater to Naneum Ridge and on to Mount Baldy in the Cascades and then to the BEARS 
East Tiger repeaters. It was an incredible system extending KBARA’s coverage throughout Western 
Washington and Oregon.  Jack Williams W7HNH maintained that link for many years. 
 
Art put the KBARA repeaters up for sale in 1996.  John Demster W7OE purchased all of the repeat-
ers except the Pikes Peak 147.28 repeater.  John kept the Mica 147.38 repeater, but sold half inter-
est in the other repeaters to various people.  Around 2016 John sold his interest in the Kamiak Butte 
repeater, with the new owner pulling it out of the KBARA system.  Scott Harvey KA7FVV, Jim Field-
er WA7VFQ and other KBARA members established a repeater on West Twin east of Moscow to 
regain coverage of the Palouse region. In 2018, Scott, Jim and Betsy along with input from Art and 
other KBARA members updated the KBARA bylaws to enable the club to own repeaters rather than 
it being only a financial support group to private owners.  In 2020 when the Stensgar 147.36 repeat-
er went up for sale, Jim and Betsy Ashleman N7WRR and N7WRQ bought it from John and Glen 
K1RR, then went on to buy interest in the other repeaters as they became available in order to keep 
the KBARA linked system together.  By 2023 they had purchased interest in all of the remaining 
KBARA repeaters and links.  Currently, the KBARA club owns all of the 147.28 Pikes Peak repeater 
near Walla Walla, all of the 147.02 Lookout Pass repeater in MT and half of the 147.32 Moscow Mt 
repeater.  In 2023 Karl, Jim and Betsy gave the hub linking system to KBARA, giving the club con-
trol of the system. Currently, Jim and Betsy own the 147.38 Mica and 147.36 Stensgar repeaters, 
Scott owns half of the 147.32 Moscow Mt repeater, and Glen owns the IRLP linking that enables 
connections to other systems such as the BEARS in western Washington.  

—————————————————————————————————————————  

Port Ludlow Swap Meet 

Saturday, June 13th 

0800 to 1100 

Location is TBD 
Thanks to Steve, KG7NZZ for this information. 
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 KBARA REPEATER FUND 
CONTRIBUTIONS 2026  
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 KBARA Members for 2026  
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Bloomsday 2026 Volunteers Needed! 

      

 Bloomsday will be held on Sunday, May 3.  
  

Radio communication has been part of Bloomsday from the 
beginning and operators are placed at critical positions along 

the course.   
This is a great opportunity to exercise your radio skills.   

 
Requirements are a GMRS HT or dual band amateur HT and a 

desire to serve.   
 

Patience and a sense of humor are recommended.   
If you would like to participate in this event or have any ques-

tions, please send your name, call sign and t-shirt size to: 
 

NV2Z@comcast.net. 

 

 

mailto:NV2Z@comcast.net?subject=Bloomsday%20Volunteer%20Info
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April 25.  Kootenai Amateur Radio Society  Hamfest. Coeur d'Alene, Idaho.  CDA Hockey 
Academy, 3513 W Seltice Way.  This is an ARRL Sanctioned Event.  http://k7id.org  Con-
tact:  Ron Reed, KE7RAR,  ke7rar@hotmail.com AP 

April 25.  South West Idaho Amateur Radio Club 1st Annual Spring Swap Meet.  Nampa, 
ID.  Flyer in PDF. 

May 3.   Maple Ridge ARC Spring Swap Meet.  Pit Meadows, BC.  https://hambone.ca/rac/
events/detail.php?event_ID=2469 

May 3.  Annual STAR/GMRS Swapmeet.  Star, Idaho.  Location TBA.  https://
www.starhamradio.com/ 

May 9.  Stanwood Camano ARC swapmeet.  Stanwood, WA. https://www.scarcwa.org/
ham_fest.shtm  This is an ARRL Sanctioned Event. 

June 5-7.  SEA-PAC Hamfest and ARRL Northwestern Division Convention. Seaside Conven-
tion Center, Seaside, Oregon. This is an ARRL Sanctioned 
Event.  www.seapac.org/ .  February edition of SeaPac Waves.  March edition of SeaPac 
Waves.  April edition of SeaPac Waves.  

June 6. Inland Empire VHF Radio Amateurs Annual Swapmeet, Spokane, WA.  Flyer in PDF.  

July 11-12.  Salmoncon, the annual gathering of low power (QRP) ham radio operators.  Val-
ley Camp, North Bend, WA.  https://www.pnwqrp.org/salmoncon 

June 12 & 13.  (Note date change - two days only)  Wenatchee Apple City ARC Hamfest, Dry-
den, WA.  This is an ARRL Sanctioned Event. https://www.applecityarc.com/  Flyer in PDF 

June 13.  Port Ludlow ARC Tail Gate Swapmeet. https://www.n7pl.org/ 

July 17-19. Glacier Waterton Hamfest.  ARRL Montana Section Convention.  East Glacier, 
Montana.   https://www.gwhamfest.org/ 

July 25.  Chehalis Valley ARC Swapmeet.   Lewis County Fairgrounds, 1909 S. Gold Street, 
Centralia, WA  Flyer in PDF 

August. Pacific Northwest DX Convention.  Canceled! 

August 14-17 Washington SOTA Campout.  Curlew Lake State Park.  Contact:  Corrinne, 
KK7ULL, corrinnehenderson@hotmail.com 

Upcoming Hamfests and Events 
Courtesy of N7CFO.com 

http://k7id.org/
mailto:ke7rar@hotmail.com
http://www.n7cfo.com/amradio/hf/k7swi.pdf
https://hambone.ca/rac/events/detail.php?event_ID=2469
https://hambone.ca/rac/events/detail.php?event_ID=2469
https://www.starhamradio.com/
https://www.starhamradio.com/
https://www.scarcwa.org/ham_fest.shtm
https://www.scarcwa.org/ham_fest.shtm
http://www.seapac.org/
https://seapac.org/main_files/SEA-PAC_Waves.pdf?v=000
https://seapac.org/main_files/SEA-PAC_Waves.pdf?v=000
https://seapac.org/main_files/SEA-PAC_Waves.pdf?v=000
https://seapac.org/main_files/SEA-PAC_Waves.pdf?v=000
https://www.vhfclub.org/pdf/Tailgate%20Hamfest%202026.pdf
https://www.pnwqrp.org/salmoncon
https://www.applecityarc.com/
http://www.n7cfo.com/amradio/hf/acarcfl.pdf
https://www.n7pl.org/
https://www.gwhamfest.org/
https://cvars.org/CVARS2026SwapmeetFlyer.pdf
mailto:corrinnehenderson@hotmail.com
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Frequency CTCSS Tone Location Call sign RF Link 

        Repeaters  

223.90 MHz None Stensgar Mtn KB7ARA Hub 

147.38 MHz 100.00 Mica Peak N7WRQ KB7ARA—223.90 

147.36 MHz None Stensgar Mtn N7WRR Hard wired Hub 

147.02 MHz None Lookout Pass KB7ARA N7WRQ—147.38 

147.28 MHz None Pikes Peak KB7ARA KB7ARA—223.90 

147.32 MHz 103.5 West Twin, Moscow KA7FVV IRLP 

444.350 MHz 192.8 Mica Peak N1NG Stand Alone 

            Links  

Echolink KB7ARA-R N/A Spokane, WA KB7ARA-R KB7ARA - 223.90 

IRLP Node 3638 None Spokane, WA K1RR 
KB7ARA—223.90 

& Ref 9075 

KBARA Repeaters and 
Echolink/IRLP Nodes 
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KBARA Membership / Support Information:  The KBARA repeater system consists of several club & privately owned linked Amateur Radio 
repeaters.  It covers an area from northeastern Washington to northeastern Oregon, and from western Montana to central Washington. The 
KBARA system is also part of the Evergreen Intertie, an interconnected group of repeaters located in western Washington and  
Oregon. The primary purpose of the KBARA repeaters is to provide a means for emergency communications within the above areas, and 
secondarily for routine radio traffic.  It makes possible a single system of mobile communications coverage, extending the limited range provid-

ed by any single repeater operation. The KBARA FM repeaters operate in the VHF bands and are linked by UHF radios.  All licensed Ama-
teur Radio operators are welcome to use this open repeater system.  Your support would also be greatly appreciated. Please 
visit this site for more information:   

http://www.kbara.org for more information about the club and repeaters. 

To support KBARA,  please send your contributions to: 

                              KBARA 
                         PO Box 30801 
                         Spokane WA  99223-3013 

  

Annual support is $15 per calendar year for a single  
membership and $20 for a family membership. Dues are due in  
January of each year and if paid between September 1 and 
December 31, they will be applied through the entire  
following year.  Also, any contribution will be gladly  
accepted to the Repeater Fund.  This can also be done via 
PayPal on our webpage at www.kbara.org. 

KAMIAK BUTTE AMATEUR REPEATER ASSOCIATION 

PO Box 30801 

Spokane WA   99223-3013 

 
 
 

 

Testing is held the 3rd Wednesday of  
every month. Brought to you by  

Jim Palmer, K7LFN.  If you have any 
questions please contact Jim at  

jim1palmer@yahoo.com or 951.813.0043. 

KBARA Officials 

Directors 

Jim Ashleman, N7WRR 
Scott Harvey, KA7FVV 
 

Officers 

President: Jim Gladden, KK7EW 
Vice President: James Rowe, W7JJR 
Secretary: Tim Timm, N6JXN 
Treasurer: Betsy Ashleman, N7WRQ 


