
 

KBARA Gazette July/Summer 2023                                                      Page 1 

Sea-Pac Hamfest 
Seaside, Oregon 

After 9 years I attended the SEA-PAC Hamfest again in Seaside, OR.  
Back after the pandemic and in a newly remodeled convention center 
there was a lot more room.  I remember from years past when every-
thing was crammed together.  It was very well attended.  The big three 
radio manufacturers were there including Icom and Ray Novak, N9JA. 
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KBARA Technical Update 
by Jim, N7WRR 

I try to summarize the main technical issues that I cover weekly on the KBARA Wednesday evening nets for 
the quarterly newsletter.  Tune in to the weekly Wedneday 7 PM nets for more detailed information and dis-
cussion.  The big news for the last few months is that the KBARA club now owns the 223.90 hub linking re-
peater located at Stensgar.  Stensgar 147.36, Mica 147.38 and West Twin 147.32 are all working fairly well.  
Pikes Peak 147.28 is still on a temporary IRLP link until we can repair the link antenna system.  Lookout 
147.02 remains stand-alone with the link radio issue still to be resolved. 

 

Hub linking repeater 223.90 MHz was sold to KBARA for $200 by Karl AK20.  The Hub 
links Mica, Pikes Peak, IRLP and Echo link to Stensgar and each other; it is the core 
linking system for KBARA.  On May 11th Karl and I moved the Hub equipment to our 
rack, and on a second trip on the 18th finished the move.  On May 25th KBARA bought a 
used Wacom WP-652 4 cavity duplexer for $695 including shipping to replace the du-
plexer that Karl had built which has worked well for many years.  The commercial du-
plexer will give us better isolation and lower loss which is needed at the Stensgar site.  A 
new duplexer would have been about $2400.  Karl tuned it for our frequencies and I took 
it to site and installed it on June 24

th
 which required moving all the equipment down on 

the rack to make room for the duplexer at the top (photo).  The link has been working 
very well.  We have filed and updated paperwork with the Frequency Coordinator.  Karl 
AK2O has owned and serviced the hub repeater for many decades and helped KBARA 
a lot over the years. A big thank you to Karl for all he has done, and continues to do for 
KBARA!  

 

Stensgar 147.36 repeater. Karl AK2O tuned up an old band pass filter for the 147.36 output.  I felt this could 
help reduce some of the repeater cutouts that occur.  I installed it on June 24th and checked the system be-
fore leaving site and it seemed to be working. However on returning home found I could not receive the 
147.36 which had a very weak output. I returned to site the following day and did power checks at multiple 
points and found the filter was bad.  It checks out with milliwatts but fails with higher wattage signals.  It was 
removed and Stensgar is working as before. 

 

Lookout 147.02 repeater on ID/MT border is working well as a 
stand alone repeater but is still not linked to the rest of the sys-
tem due to a problem with the link radio or antenna.  The site 
owner Ted Ryan became a silent key and the site has been sold.  
The new owners have not contacted us directly, but the former 
site manager has told me that they will be honoring our lease 
which has quite a few years left on it. 

Also the old site that KBARA occupied for many years finally col-
lapsed under last winter’s snow.  We moved out of that old site 
over 3 years ago to our new location.  The only remaining tenant 
in that building is the Montana State Patrol. 

Scott, KA7FVV: West Twin 147.32 repeater.  The 32 repeater continues to work well.  We have had a couple 
issues of IRLP dropping off and they have been caught by Jim, WA7VFQ or local control operator.  Between 
Jim, myself and Glen we have been able to restore the connection quickly. 
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A Trip Back in Radio History 
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July, 15.  Richmond ARC Swap Meet & Emergency Comm Equipment Display.  Richmond, BC.  http://
www.richmondarc.ca/swapmeet2023.html 

July 22nd. Chehalis Valley ARC Ham Radio Tailgate Swapmeet.  Lewis County Mall, Chehalis, WA. http://
www.cvars.org/   This is an ARRL Sanctioned Event.  Flyer in PDF.  https://www.cvars.org/Swapmeet_2023.pdf 

July 28-30.  Third annual DMR Gathering. Valley Camp near North Bend WA.  https://www.valleycamp.org/   https://
pnwdigital.net/gathering-2023/ 

July 29.  Puget Sound Antique Radio Association and Northwest Vintage Radio Society Annual Antique/Vintage 
Radio Swap Meet.  Chehalis, WA.  Flyer in PDF.  (510K) 

August 11-13. Pacific NW DX Convention.  New Westminster, BC.   This is an ARRL Sanctioned Event.  https://
pacificnwdxconvention.com/   

August 12.   Kootenai Amateur Radio Society Hamfest.  Post Falls, ID.  https://k7id.org/article/Home 

August 19.  14th Annual  Mini-Cassia Amateur Radio Club Tailgate Swap Meet.  Rupert, ID.  Minidoka County Fair-
grounds.  Contact:  Kevan Vogt, vogtak6057@gmail.com .  Flyer in PDF. (44K)  Map in PDF.  (80K) 

August 20.  Puget Sound Antique Radio Association Swapmeet.  https://www.pugetsoundantiqueradio.com/  Flyer in 
PDF.  (415 K) 

September 23.  Spokane Hamfair.  University High School in Spokane Valley.   This is an ARRL Sanctioned 
Event.  Flyer in PDF.  (290K) 

September 30. High Desert Amateur Radio Group 2nd Annual High Desert Ham Fest, Redmond, Oregon. 
Deschutes County Fairgrounds.  www.hidarg.org Flyer in PDF. (3 MB)  contact kf7max@arrl.net  

October.  Pacific Northwest VHF Society Conference.  http://pnwvhfs.org/ 

October.  Swaptoberfest.  Rickreall, OR. Flyer in PDF (2 pages, 104 K) Contact: info@swaptoberfest.org 

October 14. Kitsap County ARC Hamfest. Bremerton, WA.  This is an ARRL Sanctioned Event.  https://kcarc.org/
hamfest/  

Upcoming Hamfests and Events 
Courtesy of N7CFO.com 
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Frequency CTCSS Tone Location Call sign RF Link 

        Repeaters  

223.90 MHz None Stensgar Mtn KB7ARA Hub 

147.38 MHz 100.00 Mica Peak N7WRQ KB7ARA—223.90 

147.36 MHz None Stensgar Mtn N7WRR Hard wired Hub 

147.02 MHz None Lookout Pass KB7ARA N7WRQ—147.38 

147.28 MHz None Pikes Peak KB7ARA KB7ARA—223.90 

147.32 MHz 103.5 West Twin, Moscow KA7FVV IRLP 

444.350 MHz 192.8 Mica Peak N1NG Stand Alone 

            Links  

Echolink KB7ARA-R N/A Spokane, WA KB7ARA-R KB7ARA - 223.90 

IRLP Node 3636 None East Tiger Mt KB7ARA 145.33 &  

IRLP Node 3638 None Spokane, WA K1RR 
KB7ARA—223.90 

& Ref 9075 

KBARA Repeaters and 
Echolink/IRLP Nodes 
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KBARA Membership / Support Information:  The KBARA repeater system consists of several club & privately owned linked Amateur Radio 
repeaters.  It covers an area from northeastern Washington to northeastern Oregon, and from western Montana to central Washington. The 
KBARA system is also part of the Evergreen Intertie, an interconnected group of repeaters located in western Washington and  
Oregon. The primary purpose of the KBARA repeaters is to provide a means for emergency communications within the above areas, and 
secondarily for routine radio traffic.  It makes possible a single system of mobile communications coverage, extending the limited range provid-

ed by any single repeater operation. The KBARA FM repeaters operate in the VHF bands and are linked by UHF radios.  All licensed Ama-
teur Radio operators are welcome to use this open repeater system.  Your support would also be greatly appreciated. Please 
visit this site for more information:   

http://www.kbara.org for more information about the club and repeaters. 

To support KBARA,  please send your contributions to: 

                              KBARA 
                         PO Box 30801 
                         Spokane WA  99223-3013 

  

Annual support is $15 per calendar year for a single  
membership and $20 for a family membership. Dues are due in  
January of each year and if paid between September 1 and 
December 31, they will be applied through the entire  
following year.  Also, any contribution will be gladly  
accepted to the Repeater Fund.  This can also be done via 
PayPal on our webpage at www.kbara.org. 

KAMIAK BUTTE AMATEUR REPEATER ASSOCIATION 

PO Box 30801 

Spokane WA   99223-3013 

 
 

 

Testing is held the 3rd Wednesday of eve-
ry month. Brought to you by Glen, K1RR.  
If you have any questions please contact 
Glen at glen@k1rr.com or 509.216.0666. 

 
Contact Glen for updates on testing. 

KBARA Officials 

Directors 

Jim Ashleman, N7WRR 
Scott Harvey, KA7FVV 
Glen Ahlborn K1RR 

Officers 

President: Dave Carleton, K7DSR 
Vice President: Jim Johnson, KM7H 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: Betsy Ashleman, N7WRQ 


