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Another successful Spokane Hamfest & 
ARRL WA State Convention has come & 
gone, thanks to the six clubs who host 
this yearly event. A special thanks go to 
our host, University High School, & our 
friend & fellow Ham, Jared, KE7FLD, 
University High School teacher. And a 
big thanks to our Spokane Hamfest 
Chairman, Dave, K7DSR, our Treasurer, 
Jake, N7GEG, and, of course as always, 
to our Hamfest Committee. This year, the 
event was attended by 440 paid partici-
pants, featured numerous commercial & 
swap tables, & had many exciting seminars & activities. On the program were: 
ñSatellite Communicationsò by Scott, KA7FVV; ñGetting Started in HFò by Del, 
WA7AQH & Mel, N7GCO; ñDMR & HamWanò by Rod, KC7AAD; ñARRLò by Mike, 
W7VO & Mark, KB7HDX; Amateur Radio Emergency Data Networkò by Del, 
WA7AQH; ñChanging Requirement for Emergency Communications Volunteersò by 
Asa, W7TSC; ñLDS ERC Community Communicationsò by Dave, K7DSR; ñAntenna 

Analyzersò by Jack, AD7FO; ñCrossbandingò by  
Aaron, AD7DD; ñHam Radio Applications for the 
Raspberry Piò by Randy, W4LKS; ñFoxhunts for  
Children & For Adultsò hosted by Randy, W4LKX;  
refreshments & lunch by Tobyôs BBQ. For the raffle 
drawing this year, prizes included $1500 in gift  
certificates to DX Engineering and a Raspberry Pi 
Kit. Congratulations to all the winners & a special 
thanks to all who helped support this yearly event.  
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From the Ham Shack of our President 

Kbara Members, 

I started composing these ñPresident's Lettersò fairly early, best to do it that way, i.e., a little bit at a 
time, rather than be swamped with that and a whole lot more by waiting until late in the season.  I 
can see but one disadvantage, you canôt always know exactly what the ñoutcomeò of something will 
be until at the later time.  Well, guess Iôll just have to trust in luck and maybe a little divine  
providence to boot. 

Iôd like to render Scott, KA7FVV, another compliment on his fine ñeditingò work on the KBARA  
quarterly newsletter.  In the previous issue (Summer, 2019), both Betsy, N7WRQ and myself wrote a 
report letter on the annual Field Day event at Valleyford Park last June.  As to be expected, there 
was considerable duplication and repetition to be found in the two reports, as both dealt with the 
same event/topic.  Both reports were published, but Scott very adroitly and skillfully edited out any  
duplication and/or repetition.  If Betsyôs write-up on the item was better than mine, he used hers and 
eliminated mine, or vice-versa if the reverse was true.  Over all, it was one of the most masterful jobs 
of editing Iôd ever seen. 

By the way, have any of you ever seen or been in Scottôs ham shack that he maintains in his home?  
I went to his home one day a few months ago, just to take care of a few items of club business, and 
while there he showed it to me.  I was absolutely stunned!  Professional, top-notch, state of the art, 
unequalled, unparalleled, use any adjective you like, none will do it full justice.  He even activated 
things and allowed me to watch it ñin actionò for a minute or two.  To say the least, it was a most  
impressive display 

73, Dennis, KF7UTH  
President KBARA  

 

Wednesday Night Net Control Operators 
We would like to expand our roster of net control operators for our 
Wednesday night net.  We have a short list who rotate net control du-
ties.  It is a short net, usually about 15-20 minutes depending on com-
ments and the number of check ins.  The preamble and a  
software program to assist in identifying call signs and names is availa-
ble on the On Air Nets page on the KBARA website.  Come join the fun 
and get a little practice running the show for KBARA on Wednesday 
Nights.  

 

 



 

 

Thoughts & Observations: 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day-Saints in Ham Radio 

I thought it might be appropriate for me to say a few words here about the above church, since it 
holds its weekly radio nets right on our KBARA system.  May have been and have so said, that  
listening to a LDS radio net is an impressive experience, they are orderly, well conducted and  
disciplined, and no nonsense from start to finish. 

The church, until just recently, was known popularly as the ñMormonò church.  Over the last year or 
so, the church authorities have been trying to remove the word Mormon and ot let the church be 
known as simplyò Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day-Saints, or more concisely just LDS.  Just how 
successful they have been in this I am unable to say, I still find myself letting Mormon slip out of my 
mouth every so often.   

I joined the church, almost to a day, about 10 years ago, and became a member of the River Ridge 
Ward.  In the LDS church, a ward is the rough equivalent of what would probably be called a congre-
gation in most other churches.  Take so many wards, mesh them all together and you have what 
they call a stake (parish, maybe, in other churches).  Take several stakes, lump them together, and 
you have what is called a region.  The LDS church likes to be different, and sometimes is spectacu-
larly successful at it. 

In event of a catastrophe or emergency, the LDS church is concerned with the well-being not only of 
its own members, but with everyone, so it claims, anyway.  Ham radio is the official church-approved 
means of emergency communications when all else (telephones, etc.) have failed.  Anyone can get 
a ham radio license and become a functioning member o the LDS emergency communications net, 
yes, even non-members are welcome.  Now, if you are not a church member, we still will have to  
assigning you a so-called ward/stake affiliation.  This does not make you a church member (weôd 
love to have you, of course, but itôs all up to you).  The reason for this is that all church nets are 
structured around ward-stake layouts.  Your ward/stake affiliation will be exactly what it would be 
were you a church member, it all depends on what your address is, where you live.  Example: take 
me, my mailing address is 5430 NW Boulevard, Spokane, WA.  My ward/stake affiliation is River 
Ridge Ward/Spokane North Stake. 

Every Sunday evening, starting at 6:45 pm we have a Spokane North Stake net, on simplex  
frequency 147.440, of which I am the net controller, and another on a repeater frequency of 
145.170.  These two constitute the Stake net.  The results of two earlier nets are then reported to an 
area/regional net at 9:15 pm on the KBARA system. 

The big problem facing LDS lies simply in getting a sufficient number of licensed and qualified ham 
radio operators.  Some wards/stakes have done very well at it, some have had moderate success, 
some have had little or none at all.  To this day, there are many (to many) wards and stakes never 
heard from at all on any of those Sunday evening nets. 

To alleviate the shortage, we have had to resort to so-called GMRS walkie-talkie radio in some 
wards.  No license is required, but operators do need to acquire a GMRS radio.  With these, some 
wards have set up what are called ward sub-nets, i.e., nets set up within wards and which allow 
communications between ñinternalò ward units, i.e., Bishop to young menôs organization or Relief  
Society President to young womenôs organization, etc.  The allowance of GMRS radios is not  
intended to be an overt violation of announced church policy; rather, it is simply an effort to deal with 
the reality of a sometimes critical situation. 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Upcoming Hamfests and Events 
Courtesy of N7CFO.com 

October 19.  Swap-Tober-Fest.  Mid-Valley ARES. Polk County Fairgrounds, Rickre-
all, OR.  This is an ARRL sanctioned event.   www.swaptoberfest.net  Flyer in 
PDF.  (71K) 

November 3.  Maple Ridge Swapmeet. Pitt Meadows BC.   https://secure.eton.ca/
rac/events/detail.php?event_ID=2034 

~~~~~~~~~~2020~~~~~~~~~~ 

February 15, 2020.  Salem Hamfair & Computer/Electronics Swapmeet.  Rickreall, 
OR at the Polk County Fairgrounds.  This is an ARRL sanctioned event.   
http://www.w7sra.com  .   

March 7, 2020.  Mike & Key 39th Electronics Show & Fleamarket. Puyallup fair-
grounds exhibition hall, Puyallup, WA.    http://www.mikeandkey.org/index.php 

March, 21 2020.   (Tentative Date)  MicroHams Digital Conference. Redmond, 
WA. https://www.microhams.com. 

April 18, 2020.  Yakima Hamfest. Yakima, Washington.    http://
yakimaamateurradioclub.com/yakima-hamfest/   

April 25 & 26, 2020.  Communications Academy.  South Seattle Community Col-
lege, Seattle, WA.   http://commacademy.org/  

May 2020. Stanwood Camano Amateur Radio Club Flea Market and Ham-
fest, Stanwood Middle School, Stanwood, WA.  Contact:  Fred Laun, w7pig@arrl.net   

May 16 & 17, 2020.  River Radio Campout.  Pateros WA.  Sponsored by the Oka-
nogan County Amateur Radio Club. Free "dry" camping along the Methow River at 
Pateros.   Always the weekend prior to Memorial Day Week-
end.    w7orc1@gmail.com .  http://www.w7orc.com/ .  Contact Mike 
W7MCM, skippermike53@gmail.com  . (509)689-3164.  

June 5-7, 2020.  SEA-PAC Hamfest and ARRL Northwestern Division Conven-
tion.  Seaside Convention Center, Seaside, Oregon. This is an ARRL sanctioned 
event.  info@seapac.org  . www.seapac.org/. 
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KBARA Repeaters and  
Echolink/IRLP Nodes 

 

   

 

 

 

Frequency CTCSS Tone Location Call sign RF Link 

        Repeaters  

223.90 MHz None Stensgar Mtn AK2O Hub 

147.38 MHz None Mica Peak W7OE AK2Oð223.90 

147.36 MHz None Stensgar Mtn K1RR Hard wired Hub 

147.02 MHz None Lookout Pass KB7ARA W7OEð147.38 

147.28 MHz None Pikes Peak KB7ARA AK2Oð223.90 

147.32 MHz 103.5 West Twin, Moscow KA7FVV IRLP 

            Links  

Echolink KB7ARA-R N/A Spokane, WA KB7ARA-R AK2O - 223.90 

IRLP Node 3636 None East Tiger Mt KB7ARA 
145.33 &  
Ref 9075 

IRLP Node 3638 None Spokane, WA K1RR 
AK2Oð223.90 & 
Ref 9075 


