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Daniel 5: 1-9

King Belshazzar made a great festival for a thousand of his lords, and he
was drinking wine in the presence of the thousand. Under the influence of
the wine, Belshazzar commanded that they bring in the vessels of gold
and silver that his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple in
Jerusalem, so that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines
might drink from them. So they brought in the vessels of gold and silver
that had been taken out of the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem,
and the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from
them. They drank the wine and praised the gods of gold and silver,
bronze, iron, wood, and stone. Immediately the fingers of a human hand
appeared and began writing on the plaster of the wall of the royal palace,
next to the lampstand. The king was watching the hand as it wrote. Then
the king’s face turned pale, and his thoughts terrified him. His limbs gave
way, and his knees knocked together. The king cried aloud to bring in the
enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the diviners; and the king said to the
wise men of Babylon, “Whoever can read this writing and tell me its
interpretation shall be clothed in purple, have a chain of gold around his
neck, and rank third in the kingdom.” Then all the king’s wise men came
in, but they could not read the writing or tell the king the interpretation.
Then King Belshazzar became greatly terrified and his face turned pale,
and his lords were perplexed.

Psalm 19

The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his
handiwork.

Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.

There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;

yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end
of the world. In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun,

which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a
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strong man runs its course with joy.

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of
them; and nothing is hid from its heat.

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the LORD

are sure, making wise the simple;

the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment
of the LORD is clear, enlightening the eyes;

the fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the LORD

are true and righteous altogether.

More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also
than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb.

Luke 1: 5-22

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah,
who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant
of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous
before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and
regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, because Elizabeth was
barren, and both were getting on in years. Once when he was serving as
priest before God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by lot,
according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the
Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole
assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him
an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.
When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him.
But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer
has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will
name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at
his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink
wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy
Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God.
With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the
hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of
the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah
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said to the angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man,
and my wife is getting on in years.” The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I
stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and
to bring you this good news. But now, because you did not believe my
words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable
to speak, until the day these things occur.” Meanwhile the people were
waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. When
he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he
had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and
remained unable to speak.
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