
1 Kings 8:1-13

Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the
tribes, the leaders of the ancestral houses of the Israelites, before King
Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out
of the city of David, which is Zion. All the people of Israel assembled to
King Solomon at the festival in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh
month. And all the elders of Israel came, and the priests carried the ark.
So they brought up the ark of the LORD, the tent of meeting, and all the
holy vessels that were in the tent; the priests and the Levites brought
them up. King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, who had
assembled before him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing so many
sheep and oxen that they could not be counted or numbered. Then the
priests brought the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its place, in the
inner sanctuary of the house, in the most holy place, underneath the
wings of the cherubim. For the cherubim spread out their wings over the
place of the ark, so that the cherubim made a covering above the ark and
its poles. The poles were so long that the ends of the poles were seen
from the holy place in front of the inner sanctuary; but they could not be
seen from outside; they are there to this day. There was nothing in the
ark except the two tablets of stone that Moses had placed there at Horeb,
where the LORD made a covenant with the Israelites, when they came out
of the land of Egypt. And when the priests came out of the holy place, a
cloud filled the house of the LORD, so that the priests could not stand to
minister because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the house of
the LORD.

Then Solomon said, “The LORD has said that he would dwell in thick
darkness. I have built you an exalted house, a place for you to dwell in
forever.”

Psalm 139

O LORD, you have searched me and known me.

You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts
from far away.

You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all
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my ways.

Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely.

You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain
it.

Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence?

If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are
there.

If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the
sea,

even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me
fast.

Acts 4: 32-37

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul,
and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything
they owned was held in common. With great power the apostles gave
their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was
upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many
as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what
was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each
as any had need. There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to
whom the apostles gave the name Barnabas (which means “son of
encouragement”). He sold a field that belonged to him, then brought the
money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

John 5: 1-15

After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in
Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. In these lay many invalids—
blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man was there who had been ill for
thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had
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been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made well?”
The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool
when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone
else steps down ahead of me.” Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your
mat and walk.” At once the man was made well, and he took up his mat
and began to walk. Now that day was a sabbath. So the Jews said to the
man who had been cured, “It is the sabbath; it is not lawful for you to
carry your mat.” But he answered them, “The man who made me well
said to me, ‘Take up your mat and walk.’” They asked him, “Who is the
man who said to you, ‘Take it up and walk’?” Now the man who had been
healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared in the crowd
that was there. Later Jesus found him in the temple and said to him,
“See, you have been made well! Do not sin any more, so that nothing
worse happens to you.” The man went away and told the Jews that it was
Jesus who had made him well.
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