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January 2026 Newsletter
Dear Parents/ Carers

Nursery News	

	We hope you all had a lovely Christmas and New Year. It has been lovely to welcome you all back and the children have enjoyed telling us all about their visit from Father Christmas.
A big thank you from us all for all the lovely kind gifts we received from yourselves at Christmas. We felt very spoilt and lucky!					
I would like to give a warm welcome to Angel, Ocean, Aurora, Emelia and Aria who have joined the Pre-School this term. We Hope you have lots of fun!

Just a reminder that the parent’s policies and procedures and term dates  are on our website www.bayfordpreschool.com  They inform parents about the procedures we follow and the policies that are in place.

Now the weather has got a lot colder please can you make sure that children have labelled warm clothing on, a warm coat, hat and gloves. Please do not put them in all in ones unless it is snowing that day. Thank you.

Children are now sharing pegs so please an you ensure that all coats, hats, gloves, scarves etc. are labelled please
Preschool is now full on all mornings and most afternoons. We are already filling up fast for September so please do let me know if you need to add or change your sessions so I can add them to the waiting list to avoid disappointment.
Over the Christmas break we have had the floor varnished in the hall and our lean too outside that had been damaged in the wind protecting our outdoor toys has also been fixed. A big thank you to our committee member Jade Harveys husband Gary for fixing this for us! 
Our topic this term is “Weather” We will be doing lots of different activities around this topic. We will also be celebrating Chinese New Year, Valentines Day, pancake day, World Book Day and of course Easter. Please keep a look out for your weekly emails detailing the week’s activities I normally send this on a Friday morning. If you aren’t receiving them, please contact me.

Letter of the Week

Each week at pre-school we have a letter sound of the week to help children with their phonics and letter recognition. Each week children can bring in from home lots of interesting things to put in the display area above the draws in the hall. Children can bring in non-valuable items that start with the weekly letter and place them on the display area. Children at small group time during the week will then have an opportunity to talk about their item and we will look for more items in pre-school and encourage the children to make that letter sound and mark.

This week we are looking for the letter “O” ………Each week this will change, and a reminder posted on our private face book page.

Tommy Bear
We have a little bear at pre-school called Tommy who comes to stay for the week at your houses. Tommy is a very friendly bear who loves to play with your child and be taken on lots of fun adventures. Each week a different child takes him home for a week with his diary to fill out, then your child will talk about the adventures they have been on at circle time. Everyone will have a turn and all we ask is that you bring him back in ONE week.
Healthy Lunches and Snacks
Please could I remind everyone to bring in healthy lunches and snacks at snack time in the way of fruit, crackers or yoghurt . This is really important to promote healthy eating with the children. Thanking you in advance with your support in this matter.

LEARNING JOURNALS

The pre-school operates an open door policy and we are always happy for you to come into pre-school and to see at any time the work we do with the children or to see snapshots of the records we make to track your child’s progress. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me and we can arrange a time to discuss these further with myself and / or your child’s key carer

We work in partnership with the local children’s centres who often run parent and child classes and drop in sessions including speech and language courses. If you are interested in attending any courses, please let me know and I can give you some further information. We also have information about these classes on are information board.

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Our highly popular Little Club lessons with Sophie continue to run on a Thursday morning. This is a “sensory, dance, magic and music” class which has been running since the summer term 2023. The children are engaged throughout the session with songs, bubbles, props galore, lights and so much more. The children love this session and are always looking forward to it. This session is at no extra cost as the committee have kindly decided to fund this for the children





DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Winter Term 2025 –Tuesday 6thth January 2026 – Friday 27th March 2026

Half Term Monday 16th February – Friday 20th February 2026

Easter Holidays – Monday 30th March – Friday 10th April

Summer Term – Monday 13th April – Thursday 23rd July

INSET DAYS – Thursday May 7th (please note we will not be having an inset day like Bayford Primary School on Monday 13th April as we have to close for polling on Thursday 7th May so we are using this date instead)

World Book Day

We will be celebrating World book day on Thursday 5th March. This is a great opportunity for your children to dress up as their favourite story characters and bring in their favourite books to talk about. The children can come in dressed up all week (w/c 2nd March) with their books. All children will receive a book token. We will be doing lots of creative book activities that week

Easter Bonnet and Easter Egg Hunt

We will be holding an Easter Bonnet competition in the week commencing 23rd March. Children can make an Easter Bonnet with yourselves at home to then bring in and show to everyone, so, please be thinking of ideas for helping your child to make their bonnet. 

Let’s see how creative you can be…!

We will also be having an egg hunt every day that week as well!

Facebook
As you know we also have a closed private Facebook page for any parents of pre-school to join. If you haven’t already joined, please request an invite so I can add you to the list. We post lots of different information and events that will be happening at the Pre-school as well as photos of the children playing and learning.  When you joined the Pre-School you will have signed a consent form to authorise this, however if you would not like us to use your child’s photo on Facebook anymore please let me know ASAP if it is not already on your registration forms


Your Pre-School Needs you
For all that don’t know or realise Bayford Preschool is a charity, Pre-school is run by a voluntary committee of parents and carers.
Getting involved with the committee is a great way to get to know the other parents, and to have some control over what happens at preschool.
The Committee is responsible for setting pre-school's policies, managing and engaging staff, fundraising and organising social events.
Being a member of the pre-school committee is an enjoyable and worthwhile experience, giving you as a parent/ carer a greater involvement in the vitally important early stages of your child/ children's education.
Last Term we recently said goodbye to some of our long-standing committee members who have been invaluable over the many many years they have been with us. A big thank you again to Kirstie Brady who has been our chair since 2019, Stephanie Bertram who has been our treasurer since 2021 and Laura Sturman – Prutton who has been our nominated person since 2022. We will miss you all.
New/Current Committee Members
We are excited to introduce our new amazing committee members Kylie Boulton, Maisie Merner and Hattie Beachus alongside our existing member Jade Harvey
Chairperson – Maisie Merner (Shelbys mum)
Treasurer – Jade Harvey 
Secretary – Kylie Boulton (Dexters mum)
Nominated person – Maisie Merner
Committee member – Hattie Beachus (Hallies mum)

We do still need parents to join our committee to keep it going from strength to strength. If you would like to join the committee please let me know

Preschool WhatsApp Group

Maisie (Shelbys mum) and our chair of preschool has asked me to let everyone know that she will be setting up a parents WhatsApp group (as I believe requested by yourselves) if you would like you family to join this WhatsApp group please let me know and I will pass your number on to Maisie and she will be able to give you some more information. The staff and I will not be on this group this will be something independent of the preschool.

SNOW

Fingers crossed we will not have snow but please note that we will be following the guidance of Bayford School with regards to pre-school closure as much as possible. In the event of bad weather information to possible school closures can be found on www.hertsdirect.org . However, closure may also be determined by whether enough staff can make it through the snow. We will endeavour to inform you via email as soon as we are able that morning so please check before you travel. A decision will be made by 8.15. I apologise in advance for any inconvenience this might cause and assure you that we will try everything possible to keep the pre-school open.

Should you wish to have any further clarification on the above please feel free to contact myself.

Warmest Regards

Alison, Hayley, Lucy, Jo, Emma and Nicola
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