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Autumn Half Term Newsletter 2025

Nursery News
Welcome back to everyone! It has been lovely to see and hear all about your summer adventures.
I would like to give a warm welcome to all the new children who have joined the Pre-School this half term – Huxley, Lenny, Wilfred, Shelby, Lily, Dontai, Dexter and Henry. We hope you all have lots of fun!
Our topic this half term is “Autumn” and “All About Me.” As well as exploring Halloween, Bonfire/Firework night and Harvest festival.  Please keep a look out for your weekly Friday emails detailing the week’s activities. If you are not receiving them, please let me know.
Please could you bring in a family photo so we can make a display board for the children to share.
Last term at our end of term summer party we held a raffle to raise money for the preschool. I am pleased to announce we raised a fantastic £372. We will be using this money towards some new gym mats for our climbing frame, so this is very much appreciated. Thank you everyone for being so kind!
Please can we ask you make sure all children’s clothes, drinks, lunch boxes and snack pots are labelled.
As we are starting to move into more Autumnal weather, please ensure children have warm clothing on, a coat, hats, gloves and slippers/crocs for inside.
FACEBOOK
As you know we have a closed Facebook page for any parents of pre-school to join. If you haven’t already joined, please request an invite so I can add you to the list. We post lots of different information and events that will be happening at the Pre-school as well as photos of the children playing and learning.  When you joined the Pre-School, you will have signed a consent form to authorise this, however if you would not like us to use your child’s photo on Facebook anymore, please let me know ASAP if it is not already on your registration forms!


LEARNING JOURNALS

The pre-school operates an open-door policy, and we are always happy for you to come into pre-school and to see at any time the work we do with the children or to see snapshots of the records we make to track your child’s progress. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me and we can arrange a time to discuss these further with myself and / or your child’s key carer.

We work in partnership with the local children’s centres who often run parent and child classes and drop-in sessions including speech and language courses. If you are interested in attending any courses, please let me know and I can give you some further information. We also have information about these classes.

Uniform

When you join/joined you will have received a book bag and t-shirt. If you require more t-shirts or would like a jumper, please let me know. The uniform is not compulsory.

Payment of Fees
Just a reminder that your sessions are for a full term, and these cannot be changed weekly. We also do still charge when you take term time holiday and incur any illnesses. This is due to staff to child ratio being always maintained. We do not charge for bank holidays or INSET days. Any extra sessions above your normal hours will be charged as extra and seen on your next terms invoice. 
I will be sending out invoices next week. Please can you ensure all fees are paid on time to continue to ensure the smooth running of preschool.
Morning spaces for January and April 2026 are filling up fast as we have new children starting between now and throughout the 2025/26 year. If you would like to increase your sessions due to your child receiving government funding or a change in circumstance’s, please let me know asap to avoid disappointment.
Government Funding 
Eligible working parents of 2-year-olds are now able to access 15 hours childcare support. (2 years working families)
We continue to have the 2 year supported families claiming 15 hours funding 
We have the 3- and 4-year-old working families 15 funding hours, as well as the universal 3 and 4 year old working family 15 hours funding. (combined 30 hours)
This is all completed through HMRC not the preschool. You contact HMRC to see if you are eligible and they give you a code you, then pass this onto the preschool.
Every term you must renew your eligibility with HMRC to ensure you are eligible for the next term. Please ensure you do this before the closing dates.
At the beginning of your funding term, I will ask you to fill out a funding form for me to claim for your child. If any circumstances change in the next term, I will ask you to note the changes and resign the form. If no changes are made you will not need to sign this again.

HEALTHY SNACKS
Please could I remind everyone to bring in healthy snacks at snack time in the way of fruit, vegetable sticks, crackers, or yoghurt. This is important to promote healthy eating with the children. Thanking you in advance with your support in this matter.
Lunchboxes also need to be healthy please. Ideas could include a sandwich, yoghurt, piece of fruit and a chocolate bar or packet of crisps. This is important to promote healthy eating and behaviour with the children. Thanking you in advance with your support in this matter.

Term Dates
Autumn Term 2025 – Monday 8th September – Friday 19th December
Half Term 2025 – Monday 27th October – Friday 31st October
Winter Term 2026 Starts on Tuesday 6th January 2026

Letter of the Week
Well done to everyone last term for the fabulous items you have bought in each week for our ‘LETTER OF THE WEEK’, we have been pleased to see how it has been helping the children with their phonics and the children love to show us the items they have bought in.
We find this helps the children with their phonics and is a fun thing for the children to do with you at home and share with us at Pre-School. 
This term we would like to continue to see the fabulous items you have found together at home. Letter of the week next week is the letter “b” followed by - ,c,d,e,f,g etc.
Sign of the week
The children really enjoy and start using these signs in everyday play. This is a really good way for children to communicate with each other if they don’t have as many words. Again, each week we introduce a new sign for the children to learn and practice at home and at preschool. These are usually topic related. Our signs will be displayed on our Facebook page for you to see each week and on our updated email.
Tommy Bear
We have a little bear at pre-school called Tommy who comes to stay for the week at your houses. Tommy is a very friendly bear who loves to play with your child and be taken on lots of fun adventures. Each week a different child takes him home with his diary to fill out, then your child will talk about the adventures they have been on at circle time. Everyone will have a turn and all we ask is that you bring him back in ONE week.
EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Little Club with Sophie continues to run on a Thursday morning at 10.45. This is a “sensory, dance, magic and music” class which has been running since the summer term 2023. The children are engaged throughout the session with songs, bubbles, props galore, lights and so much more. The children love this session and are always looking forward to it.

Last term we trialled a Yoga class with Alicia from Little Club on a Wednesday morning which was also a big hit with the children last term. We are looking at continuing this in the Winter Term 2026 when Alicia returns from her travels. 

STAFF UPDATE
Over the summer holidays Lucy Roberts sadly handed her notice in which I know was a difficult decision for her. Lucy is going to work at Soul Seed in Hertford. We are sad Lucy is leaving but pleased she is following her passion which is holistic medicine through their wellness lounge and natural health store. Lucy has promised to stay in touch, and she will come and say bye to the children at some point over the coming weeks.

Those of you that were here last term know that we were already welcoming back a team member this September, Nicola Hancock. Nicola previously worked at the preschool for 14 years starting back in 2005 becoming my deputy when I joined in 2014. Nicola sadly left in July 2020 due to COVID restraints. Nicola who some of you may know and remember was a very popular member of staff and is a great addition again to our team and brings with her a wealth of experience in childcare and the curriculum as well as a Diploma in Special Educational Needs. We are super excited to have her back as part of the team. We know that good strong Early Years practitioners are the best resource you can have as those staff/child support and interactions are key to children's learning so the more staff we have the better the learning environment.

 I continue to lead the pre-school Monday 9 -3 Tuesday 9-12, Wednesday 9-3 and Friday 9 -3. I hold an Early Years Professional Status and a degree in Childcare and Education. This will be my 12th year leading Bayford Preschool. I am also the Safeguarding Designated officer at the pre-school alongside Hayley Paddick.
Hayley Paddick continues her role as Deputy manager and Early Years Planning Co-Ordinator. Hayley holds an NNEB and has worked at Bayford Pre-School for 10 years. Hayley has many many years’ experience of working in nursery’s including leadership experience. Hayley works Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9-3.00.
Hayley’s key children are Huxley, Shelby, Archie, Grace and Mia
Mrs Jo Wells holds an NVQL3 Childcare and Education. Jo has been working at preschool for 5 years.  Jo is SENCO for the setting and supports the staff and parents to support the children with additional needs. Jo works a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 9-3 and a Thursday 9-12
Jo`s key children are Jesse, Dexter,Theo Louie and Riva 
Mrs Lucie Malcolm has been at the preschool for 8 years and holds an NVQL5 in Childcare and Education. Lucie works a Monday 9-1, Tuesday 9-3 , Wednesday 9-3  Thursday 9-3 and Friday 9-1.
Lucies key children are – Pippa, Lenny, Wilfred, 
Emma Harrison has been at the preschool for 3 years . Emma holds a NVQL3 in Childcare and Education . Emma works Monday and Tuesday 9-12, Wednesday 9-3, Thursday 9-1 and Friday 9-12
Emma`s key children are – Violet, Lily and Hallie
Nicola Hancock holds an NNEB and has started back at the preschool this term.
Nicola works a Monday 9-12, Tuesday and Thursday 9-3 and Wednesday 9-1
Nicolas key children are – Henry, Ella and Dontai
All staff are DBS checked and have paediatric first aid training as well as safeguarding training and other relevant childcare courses in relation to EYFS. Certificates can be found in the file on the table by the garden gate along with the pre-school policies and procedures. Please feel free to look at these at any time but unfortunately, they cannot leave the Pre-School. They inform parents about the procedures we follow and the policies that are in place.

The Preschool Committee 
For all that don’t know or realise Bayford Preschool is a charity, The Pre-school is run by a voluntary committee of parents and carers..
The Committee is responsible for setting pre-school's policies, managing and engaging staff, fundraising and organising social events.
. 
Current Members-
Chairperson – currently Kirsty Brady 
Treasurer – Stephanie Bertram 
Secretary – Jade Harvey 
Nominated person – Laura Sturman- Prutton 
Currently registering to join this term our Maisie, Kylie and Madara
Getting involved with the committee is a great way to get to know the other parents, and to have some control over what happens at preschool.
Being a member of the pre-school committee is an enjoyable and worthwhile experience, giving you as a parent/ carer a greater involvement in the vitally important early stages of your child/ children's education.

There will be a meeting this term (date to be decided) at The Farmers Boy. Let me know if you would like to attend and join our committee. Keep an eye out for more information to follow

If you need any further clarification on the above or have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Kind Regards
Alison Kay
Pre-School Leader
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