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Sunday, April 26, 2026
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion
*stand +kneel

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE.............................. “Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us”
by William B. Bradbury; arranged by Mark L. Williams

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P - Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C - Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P - Salvation belongs to our God who i1s seated on the throne and to the
Lamb!

C - Amen.

P - Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

P - Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of
creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for
the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.

C - You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P - Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed
are you.

C - You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P - Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break
down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed
are you.



C - You guide us to springs of the water of life.
P - Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for
making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you

honor and praise, now and forever.
C - Amen.

*GATHERING SONG..“At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing” (ELW 362)

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
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flow - ing from his wound-ed side. Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al - le - lu - ia!
through the wave that drowns the foe. Al - le - lu - ia!
eat we man - na from a - bove. Al - le - lu - ia!

5 Mighty victim from the sky, 7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!
hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie; This alone can sin destroy;
you have conquered in the fight, from sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
you have brought us life and light. newborn souls in you to be.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

6 Now no more can death appall, 8 Father, who the crown shall give,
now no more the grave enthrall; Savior, by whose death we live,
you have opened paradise, Spirit, guide through all our days:
and your saints in you shall rise. Three in One, your name we praise.
Alleluia! Alleluia!



*GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

P - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C - And also with you.

*KYRIE (ELW p. 138)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 140)............. “This is the Feast”

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might
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be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

P - Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

P - O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to
safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we
may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your
house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C - Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost,
when the Spirit was poured out on God'’s people. The new community is sustained in worship and fellowship,
shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough.

**[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

* Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were
being done through the apostles. ** All who believed were together and
had all things in common; *° they would sell their possessions and goods
and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. “° Day by day, as they
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate
their food with glad and generous hearts, " praising God and having the
goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number
those who were being saved.



R - The word of the Lord.
C - Thanks be to God.

SUNG PSALM..................... “The Lord’s My Shepherd” (ELW 778)
The Lord’s My Shepherd
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25

Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or even
suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid
adversity.

"1t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain
while suffering unjustly. °" If you endure when you are beaten for doing
wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer
for it, this is a commendable thing before God. *' For to this you have been
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so
that you should follow in his steps.

*?“He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

>3'When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did
not threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. ** He
himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins,
we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.
> For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the
shepherd and guardian of your souls.

R - The word of the Lord.
C - Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW 142)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

*GOSPEL: John 10:1-10

Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those who
listen to Jesus are led to abundant life.

P - The holy gospel according to John.
C - Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ' “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit.
’The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. ° The

gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls
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his own sheep by name and leads them out. * When he has brought out all
his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they
know his voice. ° They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from
him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” © Jesus used this
figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was
saying to them.

7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for
the sheep. ® All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep
did not listen to them. ’I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved
and will come in and go out and find pasture. '’ The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly.”

P - The gospel of the Lord.
C - Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY...“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” (ELW 789)

Savior, like A Shepherd Lead Us
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*APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
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he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as
appropriate.

P - Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.
A brief silence.

P - Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them 1n paths of
righteousness. Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world
and guide us beside the still waters of your grace. We pray for military
and prison chaplains serving near and far. Merciful God,

C - receive our prayer.

P - Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast
love and instruct our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect
the wonders of your creation. Merciful God,

C - receive our prayer.

P - Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice
and advocate for human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us
from the temptation of violence or vengeance. Merciful God,

C - receive our prayer.

P - Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those
who are 1ll or injured. Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit.
Merciful God,

C - receive our prayer.

P - Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and
form us into a community where all are honored and cared for. Spread
a feast before us and fill our cups to overflowing. Merciful God,

C - receive our prayer.
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P - Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and
now dwell in your love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our
heavenly home. Merciful God,

C - receive our prayer.

P - God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior.

C - Amen.

*PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
P - The peace of Christ be with you always.

C - And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar
words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*PRESENTATION OF OFFERING
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” (ELW 884)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*OFFERING PRAYER

P - Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when
we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood
of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world

you love. In the name of Jesus,
C - Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
P - The Lord be with you.
C - And also with you.

P - Lift up your hearts.
C - We lift them to the Lord.

P - Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C - It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE (ELW p. 144)

P - It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so,
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed 1s he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P - Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and
your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for
saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing

the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for leading your
12



people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to
you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you
for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit
poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death
to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
C - Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P - O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table
with your presence.

C - Come, Holy Spirit.

P - Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the
body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.

C - Come, Holy Spirit.

P - With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed

and holy Trinity, now and forever.
C - Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
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who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P - Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

*COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

P - The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

C - Amen.

*TABLE BLESSING

The presiding minister says a table blessing, and the assembly responds

P- The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

C- Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P - Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and
are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious
hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In

the name of Jesus,
C - Amen.

14



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

P - Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As
you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who
set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick,
homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the
comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

*BLESSING
P - God Almighty, who i1s the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the

firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, *+ bless

you now and forever.
C - Amen.

*SENDING SONG.....“All People That on Earth Do Dwell” (ELW 883)
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All People That on Earth Do Dwell
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*DISMISSAL

P - Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C - Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE.................cc

* %

veeeeeeeee Gigue” by Douglas E. Wagner

* % %
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and/or CCLI Streaming License #21454210. All rights reserved.

16



One vase of flowers is in honor of a Happy Birthday, Tobias James! Love, Mom
One vase of flowers is in honor of the wedding Anniversary of Becky and Don Mairose.

Please sign the Friendship Register in your pew. Visitors, or members with a change of address,
please complete the address section and telephone number. Visitors may also include the name
and address of your home church so they can be notified that you have received communion.

Prayer Requests: Please email or call the church office with your prayer requests. First names
only will be used in our worship service that is livestreamed. You may also give names to the
person leading service prior to the start of the service.

The Women of the EL.CA are currently collecting personal, school and baby items through June.
Check the table in the narthex for a list of all the items needed. All donations can be left on or
under the table in the narthex. Please speak to Holly Maldonado for more information.

The Saturday Evening Spoken Worship Service on May 2 will be cancelled due to Pastor
Marie officiating a wedding that day. The next scheduled Saturday Service will be on June 6
beginning at 5:00pm.

Mother’s Day, May 10 is also Youth Sunday. The Confirmation students from both St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church and St. Paul’s UCC Church will lead worship for us that day, so please come
and support them! We have been invited to the UCC church for a combined service which will
begin at 10:30am. There will be no Lutheran Church service that day (Sunday School is
cancelled). A time of fellowship, with coffee and treats will follow the service in the UCC
fellowship hall. Please feel free to bring a treat to share if you would like, but it’s certainly not
expected.

There will be a sandwich sale to support VBS 2026. Order forms with details are located on
the table in the narthex, and orders are due by May 10. The sandwich pick up will be at the UCC
church on Saturday, May 16 from 10-11am or Sunday, May 17 following worship. If you have
any questions, please call either of the church offices or contact Bill Reber at 570-385-5638.

Calling All Graduates! Please contact the church office with names of all graduates by May
15th. Please include where you are graduating from and your future plans. We will be
recognizing graduates during worship on Sunday, June 28.

Paper Product Donations: From May 17 to June 7, the Social Ministry Committee will be
sponsoring a collection of paper products for Servants to All, a homeless shelter in Pottsville.
Items needed include paper or Styrofoam plates, cups, and bowls, plastic ware, paper towels,
wipes, small packs of tissues, take out containers, and coffee cups with lids. Please place the
items in the narthex.
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Join Us In Remembering....There will be a Service at the Veterans Memorial next to the
Summer Hill Cemetery Sunday, May 24 at 10:00am. We will join with our neighbors from St.
Paul’s United Church of Christ for this Memorial Service of Remembrance. This is a wonderful
and very meaningful way to begin our holiday week, and start off summer on the right note.
Children are more than welcome to bring flowers to lay at the memorial.

Pentecost and Confirmation Sunday: On Sunday, May 24 we will celebrate the birthday of the
church and confirm the baptismal vows of our Confirmands as we welcome them into church
membership.

Vacation Bible School: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and St. Paul’s United Church of Christ will
once again be combined for Vacation Bible School. VBS, “Rainforest Falls- Exploring the Nature
of God”, will be held at St. Paul's UCC from June 22-26. All children ages 4-12 (grade 6) are
welcome and invited to attend. Please save the date and share with all your relatives, friends and
neighbors. Registration forms are available on the table in the narthex, and can be submitted to
the church office, or to wareber@comcast.net. No child will be turned away, however, to
guarantee that there will be enough supplies for every child, please register each child by Sunday,
May 24. ALL ARE WELCOME!!

Helping Harvest donations will take place the first weekend of every month. This organization
has put food trucks in areas to help the needy in place of the closed Pottsville Soup Kitchen.

A “Dinner and a Movie Night” is scheduled for Saturday, June 6 beginning at 5:45pm (following
the spoken church service). Join us for an evening of fun and fellowship! Please speak to Karen
Curtis for more information.

Check Out Our YouTube Channel: We're livestreaming our worship services on our very own
YouTube channel: @summerHillLutheran!!! We’ll share the livestream link on Facebook every
week. You can chat, comment, and worship together live just like always. Our website features a
direct link to our YouTube channel, where you can already find recorded services beginning in
February, our past livestreams, and our scheduled upcoming livestreams. So head on over, click
Like, hit Subscribe, and ring that little bell to be notified when livestreaming begins!

Check us out here: https:// www.youtube.com/@summerHillLutheran

Altar flower and bulletin sponsorship: There are many openings available throughout the year
to sponsor the fresh altar flowers and bulletins on a Sunday morning. You can celebrate a
Birthday, Anniversary, Graduation, etc. Sponsorships can be in honor of, or in memory of
someone. There are sign-up sheets for a few months at a time on the bulletin board in the hallway.
You can also call the church office and speak to Kelly to be added at any time throughout the
year. The cost of altar flowers is: $17.50 to sponsor one vase, or $35 to sponsor both vases. The
bulletins are $10 per sponsored Sunday.
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Pastoral visits and home communions are available at any time. Please call the church office at
570-754-7350 or Pastor Marie at 716-353-1610.

Reminder for hospital visits: The church is not informed by the hospital when someone is
admitted. Please call the church to let us know if a pastoral visit is desired.

Attendance on Sunday, April 19, 2026 — 40 in person; 217 online views and 1 share as of
April 23.

The 2026 Weekly giving needed for budget is $2.951.25
Week of April 13-19, 2026

Current $ 895.55
Benevolence/Synod $ 28.00
Local Benevolence $ 76.75
Plate $ 41.00
Total $1,041.30

THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2026
Sunday, April 26 -Fourth Sunday of Easter
9:15am -Sunday School
10:30am -Worship Service
Thursday, April 30
6:00 PM -Bell Choir practice
Sunday, May 3 -Fifth Sunday of Easter
9:15am -Sunday School
10:30am -Worship Service

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Monday, April 27: Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:17-23; 1 Peter 5:1-5
Tuesday, April 28: Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:23-31; Hebrews 13:20-21
Wednesday, April 29: Psalm 100; Jeremiah 23:1-8; Matthew 20:17-28
Thursday, April 30: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Genesis 12:1-3; Acts 6:8-15
Friday, May 1: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Exodus 3:1-12; Acts 7:1-16
Saturday, May 2: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Jeremiah 26:20-24; John 8:48-59

Sunday April 26- 10:30 AM
Greeter: Helen Miller
Acolyte: Lena Ferrance
Lector: Harry Schwenk
Usher: Brian Staller
Communion Asst. : Sandy Wentz
Counting Team: Sandy Wentz/ Jennie Raudenbush
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Rev. Marie Meeks, Pastor 716-353-1610; Email: preachymarie@gmail.com

Matthew Hayes, Director of Music 484-794-7902; Email: stpaulsummerhill. music@gmail.com
Kelly Palerino, Church Secretary  570-754-7350; Email: stpaulsummerhill@gmail.com
Cindy Brown, Pavilion Sexton 570-345-1279

Stacey Fidler, Church Sexton 570-754-7350

Eva Waldman, Treasurer 570-754-7350

Student Loan Committee email: stpaulsummerhill.studentloan@gmail.com

Keep in your prayers: Richard Paxson, Irene Peiffer, Betty Freeman, Mark
Fidler, Helen Runkle, Stephen Curtis, John & Betty Strauch, John Strauch, Jr.,
Greg Phillips, Jerry Heffleger, Harry Russell, Neida Hayes, Helen Miller,
Sheila Tryon, Sallie Ann Sandler, Tonia McKague, Robert & Joyce Zeledonis,
Earl & Grace Paxson, Betty Fromm Yarnell, Wayne Brensinger, Ralph
Hueske, Shawnette Keller, Brittany Gallagher, Kay & Jerome Hayes, Debbie
Toro, Pete and Stacy Smulligan, Terry Tryon, Carole Wiscount, Carol Keesey,
Carol Boyer, Harry Schwenk, Elona Fromm, Nancy Sweitzer

Those serving in the military: Brandon Felty, Karen Hall, Tyler Weller, Edward Hossler, Nick
Lentz, Jake Schaeffer, Scott Aungst, Tyler Wolfe, Michael Hamilton, Mark Weinus, Jr.,
Cameron Lutz, Stephanie Boyer, Mitchell Moore, Timothy Bast, and Ryan Bast

QR CODE FOR ONLINE GIVING
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