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Sunday, December 28, 2025
First Sunday After Christmas
Lessons and Carols for Christmas
*stand +kneel

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE.........“Angels We Have Heard On High” arranged by Mary McDonald
*GATHERING SONG...................... “Once in Royal David’s City” (ELW 269)

1 Once in royal David's city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ, her little child.

2 He came down to earth from heaven
who 1s God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor and meek and lowly,
lived on earth our Savior holy.

3 And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love;
for that child so dear and gentle
1s our Lord in heav'n above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.

4 Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him; but in heaven,
set at God's right hand on high;
there his children gather round,
bright like stars, with glory crowned.
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*DIALOGUE
L - The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
C - The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness has not overcome it.
L - Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness,

on them light has shined.
C - We have beheld Christ's glory,

glory as of the only Son from the Father.
L - To us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
C - In the Word was life,

and the life was the light of all people.

*OPENING PRAYER

L - Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became
flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C - Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7

God promises a king.

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. *You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as
people exult when dividing plunder. “For the yoke of their burden, and the bar
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of
Midian. °For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. ’For a child has been born for us, a son
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. "His authority shall
grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from
this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

FIRSTCAROL......................... “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” (ELW 272)
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1 Lo, how a rose e'er blooming
from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse's lineage coming
as seers of old have sung,
it came, a flow'r so bright,
amid the cold of winter,
when half-spent was the night.

2 Isaiah had foretold it,
the rose I have in mind,;
with Mary we behold it,
the virgin mother kind.
To show God's love aright,
she bore to us a Savior,
when half-spent was the night.

3 This flow'r, whose fragrance tender
with sweetness fills the air,
dispels with glorious splendor
the darkness everywhere.

True man, yet very God,
from sin and death he saves us
and lightens ev'ry load.

4 O Savior, child of Mary,
who felt our human woe;

O Savior, king of glory,
who dost our weakness know:
bring us at length, we pray,
to the bright courts of heaven
and into endless day.

SECOND READING: Micah 5:2-5a

The King will come from Bethlehem.

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from
of old, from ancient days. *Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she
who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the
people of Israel. “And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
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in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for
now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; >and he shall be the one of peace.

SECOND CAROL........................ “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (ELW 279)
1 O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

2 For Christ is born of Mary,
and, gathered all above
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the king,
and peace to all the earth!

3 How silently, how silently
the wondrous gift is giv'n!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heav'n.
No ear may hear his coming;
but, in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born 1n us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;
oh, come to us, abide with us,

our Lord Immanuel!
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THIRD READING: Luke 1:26-35, 38

The annunciation to Mary.

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, *’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you." 2°But she was much perplexed by his words
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 3*The angel said to her, "Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. *'And now, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 3*He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. **He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
of his kingdom there will be no end." **Mary said to the angel, "How can this be,
since I am a virgin?" 3°The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. *¥Then Mary said, "Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel
departed from her.

THIRD CAROL.................... “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” (ELW 251)
1 My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord;
I sing my Savior's praise!
You looked upon my lowliness,

and I am full of grace.

Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age

this blessing shall proclaim—

great wonders you have done for me,

and holy is your name.

2 To all who live in holy fear
your mercy ever flows.

With mighty arm you dash the proud,
their scheming hearts expose.
The ruthless you have cast aside,
the lowly throned instead;
the hungry filled with all good things,
the rich sent off unfed.

3 To Israel, your servant blest,
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your help is ever sure;
the promise to our parents made
their children will secure.
Sing glory to the Holy One,
give honor to the Word,
and praise the Pow'r of the Most High,
one God, by all adored.

FOURTH READING: Luke 2:1-7

The birth of Jesus.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. *Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. °He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

FOURTH CAROL..............coooiiii, “Away in a Manager” (ELW 277)
1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head,;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

FIFTH READING: Luke 2:8-16

The shepherds go to see the Savior.



8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. °But the angel said to them, "Do
not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
2This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger." '3And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, *"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and
on earth peace among those whom he favors!" "When the angels had left them and
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." '°So
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
7When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child;
¥and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 2°The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.

FIFTH CAROL.................... “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” (ELW 275)
1 Angels, from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o'er all the earth;
once you sang creation's story,
now proclaim Messiah's birth:
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.

2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding,
watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
yonder shines the infant light.
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.

3 Sages, leave your contemplations,
brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great desire of nations,
you have seen his natal star.
Come and worship, come and worship,

worship Christ, the newborn king.
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4 All creation, join in praising
God, the Father, Spirit, Son,
evermore your voices raising
to the eternal Three in One.

Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.

SIXTH READING: Luke 2:21-36

Jesus receives his name.

2L After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.??When
the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord,
"Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), ?*and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or
two young pigeons." 2>Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;
this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and
the Holy Spirit rested on him. 2°It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that
he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. ?’Guided by the
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 2®Simeon took him in his
arms and praised God, saying, >*"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in
peace, according to your word; **for my eyes have seen your salvation, *!'which you
have prepared in the presence of all peoples, *2a light for revelation to the Gentile
and for glory to your people Israel." 33And the child's father and mother were
amazed at what was being said about him. **Then Simeon blessed them and said to
his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed *>so that the inner thoughts of many
will be revealed — and a sword will pierce your own soul too." **There was also a
prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age,
having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage.

SIXTHCAROL....................... “In His Temple Now Behold Him” (ELW 417)
1 In his temple now behold him,
see the long-expected Lord;
ancient prophets had foretold him,
God has sent the promised Word.
Now to praise him, his redeemed
shall break forth with one accord.
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2 In the arms of her who bore him,
virgin pure, behold him lie,
while his aged saints adore him,
ere in perfect faith they die.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Lo, the incarnate God Most High!

3 Jesus, by your presentation,
when they blessed you, weak and poor,
make us see your great salvation,
seal us with your promise sure;
and present us, in your glory,
to your Father, cleansed and pure.

4 Prince and author of salvation,
be your boundless love our theme!
Jesus, praise to you be given
by the world you did redeem,
with the Father and the Spirit
God of majesty supreme!

SEVENTH READING: Matthew 2:1-11
The magi follow the star.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage." *When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; “and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah was to be born. °They told him, "In Bethlehem of
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ®And you, Bethlehem, in the land
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come
a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel." "Then Herod secretly called for the
wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 3Then
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage." “When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them,
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where
the child was. '"When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed
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with joy. ''On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

SEVENTH CAROL..............oo . “The First Noel” (ELW 300)
1 The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Refrain: Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!
Born is the King of Israel.

2 They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night. Refrain

3 And by the light of that same star
three wise men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,
and to follow the star wherever it went. Refrain

4 This star drew near to the northwest,
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;
and there it did both stop and stay
right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain

5 Then entered in those wise men three,
full rev'rently upon their knee,
and offered there in his presence
their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. Refrain

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

*APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to
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the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as

appropriate.

L - Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church,
creation, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

L - God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but
according to the abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go
into the world and do likewise. Hear us, O God.

C - Your mercy is great.

L - God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of
your love. Where we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing balm
for what we have broken. Hear us, O God.

C - Your mercy is great.

L - God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you
suffer alongside us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all
they serve. Hear us, O God.

C - Your mercy is great.

L - God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour
out your compassion in every place your people suffer, and protect them in the
palm of your hand. Hear us, O God.

C - Your mercy is great.

L - God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones. Even as we
mourn, we offer thanks for those who have gone before us, trusting in your

comfort and protection. Hear us, O God.

C - Your mercy is great.

L - With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you,

O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ
our Savior.

C - Amen.
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*PEACE
L - The peace of Christ be with you always.
C - And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar
words.

*PRESENTATION OF OFFERING
“As with Gladness Men of Old” (ELW 302: Verses 1-3)

1 As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold;
as with joy they hailed its light,
leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious Lord, may we
evermore be led by thee.

2 As with joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to thy lowly bed,
there to bend the knee before
thee, whom heav'n and earth adore;
so may we with willing feet
ever seek thy mercy seat.

3 As they offered gifts most rare
at thy cradle, rude and bare,
so may we with holy joy,
pure and free from sin's alloy,
all our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to thee, our heav'nly king.

*OFFERING PRAYER

L - God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and
with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in
need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.

C - Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
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lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

L - Let us bless the Lord.

C - Thanks be to God.

L - May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of
the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and
the peace of the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

C - Amen.

*SENDING SONG............ccooiiiiinn, “Go Tell It on the Mountain” (ELW 290)
Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!

1 While shepherds kept their watching
o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. Refrain

2 The shepherds feared and trembled
when, lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus

that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain

3 Down in a lonely manger
the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain

*DISMISSAL
The leader sends the assembly into mission.

L - Go in peace. Serve the Lord,
C - Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE. ... “Carol of The Bells”
by Mykola Leontovych; arr. Lyndell Leatherman

* % % % %
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103688.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Reprinted/ Podcast/Streamed with Permission Under One License #A-727896
and/or CCLI Streaming License #21454210. All rights reserved.

Two vases of flowers are in memory of Stephen Sandler’s Birthday by wife, Sallie.

Please sign the Friendship Register in your pew. Visitors, or members with a change of address,
please complete the address section and telephone number. Visitors may also include the name
and address of your home church so they can be notified that you have received communion.

Prayer Requests — Please email or call the church office with your prayer requests. First names
only will be used in our worship service that is livestreamed. You may also give names to the
person leading service prior to the start of the service.

The Mitten Tree will be in the narthex during the Advent and Christmas seasons to accept
donations of mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, socks, etc. After the Christmas season, these items
will be donated to Schuylkill Women in Crisis and Servants to All.

Helping Harvest donations will take place the first weekend of every month. This organization
has put food trucks in areas to help the needy in place of the closed Pottsville Soup Kitchen.

Pastoral visits and home communions are available at any time. Please call the church office at
570-754-7350 or Pastor Marie at 716-353-1610.

Reminder for hospital visits: The church is not informed by the hospital when someone is
admitted. Please call the church to let us know if a pastoral visit is desired.

Attendance December 21, 2025 — 34 in person

The 2025 Weekly giving needed for budget is $3.166.75.

THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28
Sunday, December 28, 2025

9:15am -Sunday School

10:30am -Worship Service
Wednesday, December 31, 2025 *New Year’s Eve
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Thursday, January 1, 2026 *New Year’s Day *Church offices closed
Saturday, January 3, 2026

5:00 PM -Spoken Worship Service
Sunday, January 4, 2026

9:15am -Sunday School

10:30am -Worship Service

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Monday, December 29, 2025: Psalm 20; Jeremiah 31:15-22; Luke 19:41-44
Tuesday, December 30, 2025: Psalm 20; Isaiah 26:1-9; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18
Wednesday, December 31, 2025: Psalm 20; 1 Kings 3:5-14; John 8:12-19
Thursday, January 01, 2026: Psalm 8; Revelation 21:1-6a; Matthew 25:31-46
Friday, January 02, 2026: Psalm 20; Genesis 12:1-7; Hebrews 11:1-12
Saturday, January 03, 2026: Psalm 72; Genesis 28:10-22; Hebrews 11:13-22

Sunday December 28, 2025 — 10:30 AM

Greeter: Bennett Platt

Acolyte: Kolton Platt

Lector: Brian Staller

Usher: Holly Maldonado

Communion Assistant: Jennie Raudenbush

Counting Team: Jennie Raudenbush & Debbie Hummel

Rev. Marie Meeks, Pastor 716-353-1610; Email: preachymarie@gmail.com

Matthew Hayes, Director of Music 484-794-7902; Email: stpaulsummerhill. music@gmail.com
Kelly Palerino, Church Secretary  570-754-7350; Email: stpaulsummerhill@gmail.com
Cindy Brown, Pavilion Sexton 570-345-1279

Stacey Fidler, Church Sexton 570-754-7350

Eva Waldman, Treasurer 570-754-7350

Student Loan Committee email: stpaulsummerhill.studentloan@gmail.com

Keep in your prayers: Richard Paxson, Irene Peiffer, Betty Freeman, Mark
Fidler, Helen Runkle, Stephen Curtis, John & Betty Strauch, John Strauch, Jr.,
Greg Phillips, Jerry Heffleger, Harry Russell, Neida Hayes, Helen Miller,
Sheila Tryon, Sallie Ann Sandler, Tonia McKague, Robert & Joyce Zeledonis,
Earl & Grace Paxson, Betty Fromm Yarnell, Wayne Brensinger, Ralph Hueske,
Shawnette Keller, Brittany Gallagher, Kay & Jerome Hayes, Debbie Toro, Pete
and Stacy Smulligan

Those serving in the military: Brandon Felty, Karen Hall, Tyler Weller, Edward Hossler, Nick
Lentz, Jake Schaeffer, Scott Aungst, Tyler Wolfe, Michael Hamilton, Mark Weinus, Jr., Jeremy
Weaver, Cameron Lutz, Stephanie Boyer, Mitchell Moore, Timothy Bast, and Ryan Bast
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QR CODE FOR ONLINE GIVING
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