
 
Sunday, July 20, 2025 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Communion 
* stand   +kneel 
 
GATHERING________________________________________________________ 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRELUDE – Jesus, The Very Thought of Three John Dykes setting by Eleanor Whitsett 
 
* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
P- In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
C- Amen. 
 
P- Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P- Merciful God, 
C- you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 
 
P- You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 
In the cross of ☩ Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
C- Amen. 
 
 
 



2 
 

*GATHERING SONG  When Morning Guilds The Skies – ELW 853 
 

 

*GREETING (ELW p. 203) 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

P- The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C- And also with you. 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

P- Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the cares of our 
lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your word above all else, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C- Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 
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WORD____________________________________________________________________ 
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 18:1-10a 

The LORD visits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long-awaited promise of the birth of a child 
will be fulfilled for them in their old age. 

 

1 The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his 
tent in the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he 
saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 
3 He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little 
water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a 
little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you 
have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham 
hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice 
flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and 
good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and 
milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under 
the tree while they ate. 
  9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 
10a Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall 
have a son.” 
 

The reading may be concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 
 
The assembly responds:  
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 15 
 1 LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
 2 Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart;  
 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
 4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
 5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the  

innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.  
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SECOND READING Colossians 1:15-28 

This letter offers a mystical teaching, that the great mystery of God is “Christ in you.” Because Christ is 
present in the church, Christians share in his life, suffering, and glory. 

 

15 [Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;16 for in him 
all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and 
for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the 
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 
might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 
  21 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has 
now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless 
and irreproachable before him—23 provided that you continue securely established and 
steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you 
heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a 
servant of this gospel. 
  24 I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing 
what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 25 I 
became its servant according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make 
the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and 
generations but has now been revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make 
known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and 
teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 
 
The reading may be concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 

 
The assembly responds:  
Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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*GOSPEL: Luke 10:38-42 

During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus reminds Martha that her concern for her many 
tasks distracts from the one thing that precedes all else: abiding in the presence of God. 

The holy gospel according to Luke the 10th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
38 Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village, where 
a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39 She had a sister named Mary, 
who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 40 But Martha was 
distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that 
my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” 41 But the 
Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; 
42 there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken 
away from her.” 
 

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
The assembly is seated. 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY     Be Thou My Vision – ELW 793 
 

*APOSTLES CREED 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 
appropriate. 

P- In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for the 
needs of the world. 

A brief silence.  
P - Inspire your church, like Sarah and Mary, to listen with eager longing for your words of life. Equip 
biblical interpreters and teachers with faithful discernment, that your word may be more fully known. 
God of grace, 
C - hear our prayer. 
 
P - Every creature under heaven has been promised the hope of the gospel. From that promise, generate 
in humankind an eagerness to protect and care for creation. Bring healing to the earth with your words 
of life. God of grace, 
C - hear our prayer. 
 
P - Peel away the distractions, worries, and fears of all who govern the nations of the world. May your 
word of love and life dispel all other voices. Provide gracious hospitality in places where hostile forces 
hold sway. God of grace, 
C - hear our prayer. 
 
P - Speak your word of comfort to any who suffer pain, illness, grief, depression, or despair (especially). 
Bring honor to any who experience slander and evil intent or are discredited by others. God of grace, 
C - hear our prayer. 
 
P - Enliven and uphold all siblings in Christ who strive to provide hospitality and safe spaces where 
everyone, without exception, can receive and be transformed by your word of life. God of grace, 
C - hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
P - For Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Mary, Martha, and all the saints who attended to your word, we give 
thanks. Open our ears to your voice until that day when we realize the promise of the gospel with all 
creation. God of grace, 
C- hear our prayer. 
 
P- Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
C- Amen. 
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*PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

P- The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C- And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or 
similar words. 

 
The assembly is seated. 
MEAL____________________________________________________________________ 
      God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
*PRESENTATION OF OFFERING 

   
 
*OFFERING PRAYER  

After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. 
P- Creator God, 
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 
and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C- Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P- The Lord be with you. 
C- And also with you. 
 
P- Lift up your hearts. 
C- We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P- Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C- It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
*PREFACE  
 

P- It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
 
P- Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
C- Amen 
 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER  
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P- The kingdom of God is set before you. 
Eat and rejoice. 
 
 
*COMMUNION SONG  

 
COMMUNION  
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

P- The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 

Amen. 
The ministers commune either after or before others commune. 

 
*TABLE BLESSING 
 
The presiding minister says a table blessing, and the assembly responds 
P- The body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace.    
C- Amen. 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 
P- Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
C- Amen. 
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SENDING________________________________________________________________ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*BLESSING 
 
P- The love of God abound in you; 
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 
☩ bless you and give you peace. 
C- Amen. 
 
*SENDING SONG   Jesus, The Very Thought Of You  ELW 754 

 

*DISMISSAL 
P- Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
C- Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude – When Morning Guilds The Skies Laura Bergquist 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS103688. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission. 
 
REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-727896 and/or CCLI 
Streaming License #21454210. All rights reserved. 
 

One vase of altar flowers is presented in honor of Aiden Platt’s 18th birthday presented by 
his grandparents’ Helen and Glenn Miller. 
 
Please sign the Friendship Register in your pew. Members with a change of address or 
visitors should complete the address section and telephone number.  Visitors should also 
include the name and address of their home church so your home church can be notified 
that you received communion.   
 
Prayer Requests – Please email or call the church office with your prayer requests.  First 
names only will be used in our worship service that is livestreamed.  You may give 
names to the person leading service prior to start of service.  
 
Reminder: Hospital visits -The church is NOT informed when someone is in the hospital 
by the hospital.  The person hospitalized or a family member must call the church to let 
us know they want a pastoral visit.  If leaving a message on the answering machine, 
please remember to leave the hospital name and the room number.  Some hospitals will 
not give the room number to a visitor, expecting you to know that. 
 
The Jolly Quilters are asking for donations of full, queen or king size sheets in good 
condition or new to use as backing for quilts. 
 
Attendance July 13, 2025 – 37 in person, 417 online views, 3 shares as of  
July 18, 2025. 
 
STATISTICAL SUMMARY FROM LAST WEEK: 
Synod/ELCA Benevolence           $  33.00      
Local Benevolence             $  48.00 
Building              $    5.00 
Current                                 $545.00 
Plate Offering                                        $  21.00 
Total Received                                $652.00 
 
The 2025 Weekly giving needed for budget is $3,166.75.  
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"THE WEEK AT A GLANCE" 
Today:  9 am Worship Service  
Next Sunday:  9 am Worship Service 
Social Ministry Meeting after service 
 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
Mon:  Psalm 25:11-20, Job 24:1-8, James 2:1-7 
Tues: Psalm 25:11-20, Proverbs 19:1-17, 1 John 3:11-17 
Wed: Psalm 25:11-20, Ecclesiastes 9:13-18, Matthew 25:31-46 
Thu: Psalm 15, Genesis 12:10-20, Hebrews 5:1-6 
Fri: Psalm 15, Genesis 13:1-18, Ephesians 3:14-21 
Sat: Psalm 15, Genesis 14:1-16, Luke 8:4-10 
 
 
ASSISTING AT WORSHIP  
Greeter: Wendy Welsh 
Acolyte: Grayson Rollman 
Lector: Harry Schwenk 
Ushers: Brian Staller 
Counting Team: Holly Maldonado, Wendy Welsh 
Communion Assistants: Wendy Welsh 
 
 
Church Office Hours: Temporarily Closed – Call Pastor Marie or Brian Staller 
Church Telephone:  570-754-7350   
www.SummerHillLutheran.org – Church’s website 
Facebook: St Paul Lutheran Church, Summer Hill 
Student Loan Committee email: 
stpaulsummerhill.studentloan@gmail.com 
 
 
Rev. Marie Meeks, Pastor    716-353-1610 

Email:  preachymarie@gmail.com 
Matthew Hayes, Director of Music    484-794-7902   

Email:  stpaulsummerhill.music@gmail.com 
Church Secretary              570-754-7350     

Email:   stpaulsummerhill@gmail.com 
Cindy Brown, Pavilion Sexton              570-345-1279 
Stacey Fidler, Church Sexton    570-754-7350 
Eva Waldman, Treasurer     570-754-7350 
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Keep in your prayers: Richard Paxson, Irene Peiffer, Betty Freeman, 
Chester Johnson, Angie Lewis, Mark Fidler, Helen Runkle, Adam Brink, 
Arlene Moyer, Stephen Curtis, John Strauch, Jr., David Axtt, Greg 
Phillips, Stacey Rao, John & Betty Strauch, Nancy Vargas, Jerry Heffleger, 

Donovan Baker, Harry Russell, Carol Beenick, Brittany & Joshua Gallagher, Shawnette 
Keller, Neida Hayes, Helen Miller, Sheila Tryon, Sallie Ann Sandler, Betty Fromm 
Yarnell, Kermit Snyder, Joseph and Linda Catizone, Don MacIntyre, Maxine Vanst, 
Robert & Joyce Zeledonis and Earl & Grace Paxson.   Those serving in the military:  
Brandon Felty, Karen Hall, Tyler Weller, Edward Hossler, Nick Lentz, Jake Schaeffer, 
Scott Aungst, Tyler Wolfe, Michael Hamilton, Kristian Svenson, Mark Weinus, Jr., 
Justin Weller, Jeremy Weaver, Cameron Lutz, Stephanie Boyer, Mitchell Moore, 
Timothy Bast, and Ryan Bast. 
 
 
 

 
QR CODE FOR ONLINE GIVING 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


