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Sunday, May 17
Ascension of Our Lord
*stand +kneel

Lay Leader- Brian Staller

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE...... “Glorified, Blessed and Worthy” by Lyndell Leatherman

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the lay leader begins.
L - Alleluia! Christ 1s risen.

C - Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

L - Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the
Lamb!

C - Amen.

L - Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. Merciful God, you are the
one who was, who i1s, and who is to come. You lead us beside still
waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle
rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us.
Blessed are you.

C - You guide us to springs of the water of life.

L - Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed
are you.

C - You guide us to springs of the water of life.

L - Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break
down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed
are you.

C - You guide us to springs of the water of life.
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L - Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for
making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you

honor and praise, now and forever.
C - Amen.

*GATHERING SONG...“Crown Him with Many Crowns” (ELW 855)
Crown Him with Many Crowns
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1 Crown him with man - y crowns, the Lamb up - on his throne;
2 Crown him the vir- gin’s Son, the God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown him the Lord of love— be - hold his hands and side,
4 Crown him the Lord of life, who  tri - umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown him the Lord of years, the po - ten - tate of  time,
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hark, how the heav'n-ly an - them drowns all mu - sic but its own.
whose arm those crim-son  tro - phies won which now his brow a - dorn;

rich wounds,yet vis -i - ble a - bove, in beau-ty glo - ri - fied.
and rose vic - to-rious in the strife for those he came to save.
cre - a - tor of the roll-ing spheres, in - ef - fab-1ly sub-lime.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
fruit  of  the mys -tic rose, yet of that rose the  stem,

No an - gels in the sky can ful - ly bear that sight,
His glo - ries now we sing, who died and rose on high,
All  hail, Re-deem-er, hail! For thou hast died for me;
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and hail him as thy match-less king through all e - ter - ni - ty.
the root whence mer -cy ev - er flows,the babe of Beth-le - hem.
but down - ward bend their burn - ing eyes at  mys-ter -ies so bright.
who died, e - ter-nal life to bring,and lives that death may die.
thy praise and glo - ry shall not fail through-out e - ter - ni - ty.
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*GREETING

During this time, the lay leader and the assembly greet each other.

L - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C - And also with you.

*KYRIE (ELW p. 138)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 140)............... “This is the Feast”

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might
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be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

The lay leader leads the prayer of the day.

L - Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

L - Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your
presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world,
and in the end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ,
our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C - Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11

Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples will spread out from
Jerusalem to all the world. His words provide an outline of the book of Acts.

[Luke writes:] ' In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus
began to do and teach ” until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen. * After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking
about the kingdom of God. * While staying with them, he ordered them not
to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,”
he said, “is what you have heard from me; ~ for John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
°So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the

time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” ' He replied, “It is not
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for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. ® But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” ” When he had said this, as they
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
'Y'While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly
two men in white robes stood by them. '’ They said, “Men of Galilee, why
do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go
into heaven.”

R - The word of the Lord.
C - Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 47 (please read responsively)

' Clap your hands, ! all you peoples;
shout to God with a ! joyful sound.

*For the LORD Most High is | to be feared:
a great King over ! all the earth,

* who subdues the | peoples under us,
and the nations un- | der our feet;

“who chooses our inheri- ' tance for us,
the pride of Jacob, | whom God loves. R

> God has gone up ! with a shout,
the LORD with the sound ! of the ram’s horn.

°Sing praises to | God, sing praises;
sing praises to our ! king, sing praises. R

"For God is king of ! all the earth;
sing praises | with a song.

® God reigns o- ! ver the nations;
God is en- | throned on high.

’ The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the | God of
Abraham. The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is high- | ly
exalted. R



SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23

The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephesians prays that we are given
the wisdom to know the power of the risen Christ and the empowering hope that the knowledge of this
inheritance provides.

'“T have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the
saints, and for this reason '°I do not cease to give thanks for you as I
remember you in my prayers, '’ that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you
come to know him, ' so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may perceive what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, '’ and what is the
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the
working of his great power. “’ God put this power to work in Christ when
he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, ' far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion and above every name that i1s named, not only in this age but
also in the age to come. > And he has put all things under his feet and has
made him the head over all things for the church, ** which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.

R - The word of the Lord.
C - Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW 142)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

*GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53

On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and a promise of the Holy
Spirit.

L - The holy gospel according to Luke.

C - Glory to you, O Lord.

** [Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that
I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about

me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
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fulfilled.”" Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, “° and

he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise
from the dead on the third day *” and that repentance and forgiveness of
sins 1s to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. ** You are witnesses of these things. *” And see, I am sending
upon you what my Father promised, so stay here in the city until you have
been clothed with power from on high.”

°“Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he
blessed them. °' While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and
was carried up into heaven. °* And they worshiped him and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy, >’ and they were continually in the temple
blessing God.

L - The gospel of the Lord.
C - Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY....“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!” (ELW 393)

A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!
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*APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried

9

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and

the life everlasting. Amen.



+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as
appropriate.

L - Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

L - Gracious God, your Son Jesus ascended to fill all time and space and is
present with all people. By your Holy Spirit, lead your church and its
leaders in faith, hope, and love, and in sharing the presence of Christ.
Merciful God,

C - receive our prayer.

L - Majestic God, your Son Jesus entrusts his ministry to his followers to
care for all you have created. Instill in us a commitment to sustainable
ecological practices. Merciful God,

C - receive our prayer.

L - Almighty God, your Son Jesus sits at your right hand and rules the
cosmos. Inspire national and local politicians to lead with equity and
fairness, raise up advocates and activists for those seeking justice, and
cultivate peace throughout the world. Merciful God,

C - receive our prayer.

L - Merciful God, your Son Jesus carries with him the scars of suffering as
our wounded healer. Guide with your wisdom the work of surgeons,
pharmacists, midwives, and all medical specialists, and bring your
healing touch to all who are sick. Merciful God,

C - receive our prayer.

L - Caring God, your Son Jesus reveals the depths of your love and
gathers all people to himself. Accompany us in our work and play to
make your presence known in all that we do. Merciful God,

C - receive our prayer.

L - Life-giving God, by his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus
destroyed death forever. With thanksgiving we remember those who
rest from the labors, assured of your promise of everlasting life.
Merciful God,

C - receive our prayer.
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L - God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen

Savior.
C - Amen.

*PEACE

The lay leader and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
L - The peace of Christ be with you always.

C - And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar
words.

The assembly is seated.

BELL ANTHEM (“Joyful Noise”)........
“The God Of Abraham Praise”- arrangement by Vicki Smith

*PRESENTATION OF OFFERING
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” (ELW 884)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*OFFERING PRAYER

L - Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when
we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood
of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world

you love. In the name of Jesus,
C - Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
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who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING
L - God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the

firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless

you now and forever.
C - Amen.

*SENDING SONG...“Hail Thee, Festival Day!” (ELW 394-Ascension)

12



Hail Thee, Festival Day!
Refrain
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*DISMISSAL
L - Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C - Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE..“Sing To God With Heart And Voice” by Mark L. Williams

* R R RN

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103688.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Reprinted/ Podcast/Streamed with Permission Under One License #A-727896
and/or CCLI Streaming License #21454210. All rights reserved.

One vase of flowers is in honor of Kohlby Rollman’s Birthday (23) presented by Glenn and Helen
Miller.

One vase of flowers is in honor of Pegi Staller’s Birthday on May 15" presented by Ulysses and
Ryker.

Please sign the Friendship Register in your pew. Visitors, or members with a change of address,
please complete the address section and telephone number. Visitors may also include the name
and address of your home church so they can be notified that you have received communion.

Prayer Requests: Please email or call the church office with your prayer requests. First names
only will be used in our worship service that is livestreamed. You may also give names to the
person leading service prior to the start of the service.

Paper Product Donations: Today through June 7, the Social Ministry Committee will be
sponsoring a collection of paper products for Servants to All, a homeless shelter in Pottsville.
Items needed include paper or Styrofoam plates, cups, and bowls, plastic ware, paper towels,
wipes, small packs of tissues, take out containers, and coffee cups with lids. Please place the
items in the narthex.

Join Us In Remembering....There will be a Service at the Veterans Memorial next to the
Summer Hill Cemetery next Sunday, May 24 at 10:00am. We will join with our neighbors from
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ for this Memorial Service of Remembrance. This is a
wonderful and very meaningful way to begin our holiday week, and start off summer on the right
note. Children are more than welcome to bring flowers to lay at the memorial.

Pentecost and Confirmation Sunday: Next Sunday, May 24 we will celebrate the birthday of
the church and confirm the baptismal vows of our Confirmands as we welcome them into church

membership.
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Vacation Bible School: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and St. Paul’s United Church of Christ will
once again be combined for Vacation Bible School. VBS, “Rainforest Falls- Exploring the Nature
of God”, will be held at St. Paul's UCC June 22-26. All children ages 4-12 (grade 6) are welcome
and invited to attend. Please save the date and share with all your relatives, friends and neighbors.
Registration forms are available on the table in the narthex, and can be submitted to the church
office, or to wareber(@comcast.net. No child will be turned away, however, to guarantee that there
will be enough supplies for every child, please register by next Sunday, May 24.

Bear Creek Camper Fundraiser- A Kauffman’s Chicken Meal Fundraiser to benefit the St.
Paul’s Bear Creek Campers will be held Sunday, May 31. The cost is $15- includes Y4 chicken,
sides, drinks and dessert. The pickup time is 11:45am at St. Paul’s Lutheran church, and you have
the option to eat in or take out! We encourage you to purchase tickets ahead of time so we are
sure to have enough for everyone. Contact Leah at (570) 617-7702. Thank you for your support!

The Women of the ELCA are currently collecting personal, school and baby items through June.
Check the table in the narthex for a list of all the items needed. All donations can be left on or
under the table in the narthex. Please speak to Holly Maldonado for more information.

Helping Harvest donations will take place the first weekend of every month. This organization
has put food trucks in areas to help the needy in place of the closed Pottsville Soup Kitchen.

A “Dinner and a Movie Night” is scheduled for Saturday, June 6 beginning at 5:45pm (following
the spoken church service). Join us for an evening of fun and fellowship! Please speak to Karen
Curtis for more information.

Our summer worship schedule will begin on Sunday, June 7. During the summer months,
worship will be held at 9:00am on Sunday mornings. Please note: There will be no Sunday school
during this time.

An outdoor worship service followed by breakfast will be held on Sunday, June 7 at 9:00am.
Please bring chairs or your favorite blanket. Food will be provided.

Check Out Our YouTube Channel: We're livestreaming our worship services on our very own
YouTube channel: @summerHillLutheran!!! We’ll share the livestream link on Facebook every
week. You can chat, comment, and worship together live just like always. Our website features a
direct link to our YouTube channel, where you can already find recorded services beginning in
February, our past livestreams, and our scheduled upcoming livestreams. So head on over, click
Like, hit Subscribe, and ring that little bell to be notified when livestreaming begins!

Check us out here: https://www.youtube.com/@summerHillLutheran

Altar flower and bulletin sponsorship: There are many openings available throughout the year
to sponsor the fresh altar flowers and bulletins on a Sunday morning. You can celebrate a

Birthday, Anniversary, Graduation, etc. Sponsorships can be in honor of, or in memory of
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someone. There are sign-up sheets for a few months at a time on the bulletin board in the hallway.
You can also call the church office and speak to Kelly to be added at any time throughout the
year. The cost of altar flowers is: $17.50 to sponsor one vase, or $35 to sponsor both vases. The
bulletins are $10 per sponsored Sunday.

Pastoral visits and home communions are available at any time. Please call the church office at
570-754-7350 or Pastor Marie at 716-353-1610.

Reminder for hospital visits: The church is not informed by the hospital when someone is
admitted. Please call the church to let us know if a pastoral visit is desired.

Attendance on Sunday, May 3, 2026 — 34 in person; 205 online views; 1 share as of May 13.

Attendance on Sunday, May 10, 2026 — 36 in person; no online views as service was held at
the UCC

The 2026 Weekly giving needed for budget is $2.951.25
Week of April 27 - May 3, 2026

Current $3,324.55

Benevolence/Synod $ 39.00

Local Benevolence $ 120.00

Helping Harvest $1,050.00
Plate $ 42.00
Total $4,575.55
Week of May 4 — May 10, 2026

Current $1,865.70

Benevolence/Synod $ 8530
Local Benevolence $ 4020
Plate $ 35.00
Total $2,026.20

THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2026
Sunday, May 17 - Seventh Sunday of Easter
9:15am -Sunday School
10:30am -Worship Service/Sandwich Sale Pick up following worship (UCC)
Wednesday, May 20
7:00 PM -Property Meeting
Thursday, May 21
5:30 — 7:00 PM -Confirmation Class
Sunday, May 24 -Pentecost Sunday -Deadline to register for VBS
9:15 AM -Sunday School
10:00 AM -Joint Memorial Service at the Monument
10:30am -Worship with the Rite of Confirmation
16



DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Monday, May 18: Psalm 99; Leviticus 9:1-11, 22-24; 1 Peter 4:1-6
Tuesday, May 19: Psalm 99; Numbers 16:41-50; 1 Peter 4:7-11
Wednesday, May 20: Psalm 99; 1 Kings 8:54-65; John 3:31-36
Thursday, May 21: Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus 19:1-9a; Acts 2:1-11
Friday, May 22: Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus 19:16-25; Romans 8:14-17
Saturday, May 23: Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus 20:1-21; Matthew 5:1-12

Sunday May 17 — 10:30 AM
Greeter: Jessica Rollman
Acolyte: Kolton Platt
Lector: Michael Ziegler
Usher: Troy Hollenbach
Communion Assistant: Michael Ziegler
Counting Team: Michael Ziegler / Brian Staller

Rev. Marie Meeks, Pastor 716-353-1610; Email: preachymarie@gmail.com

Matthew Hayes, Director of Music 484-794-7902; Email: stpaulsummerhill.music@gmail.com
Kelly Palerino, Church Secretary  570-754-7350; Email: stpaulsummerhill@gmail.com
Cindy Brown, Pavilion Sexton 570-345-1279

Stacey Fidler, Church Sexton 570-754-7350

Eva Waldman, Treasurer 570-754-7350

Student Loan Committee email: stpaulsummerhill.studentloan@gmail.com

Keep in your prayers: Richard Paxson, Irene Peiffer, Betty Freeman, Mark
Fidler, Helen Runkle, Stephen Curtis, John & Betty Strauch, John Strauch, Jr.,
Greg Phillips, Jerry Heffleger, Harry Russell, Neida Hayes, Helen Miller,
Sheila Tryon, Sallie Ann Sandler, Tonia McKague, Robert & Joyce Zeledonis,
Earl & Grace Paxson, Betty Fromm Yarnell, Wayne Brensinger, Ralph
Hueske, Shawnette Keller, Brittany Gallagher, Kay & Jerome Hayes, Debbie
Toro, Pete and Stacy Smulligan, Terry Tryon, Carole Wiscount, Carol Keesey,
Harry Schwenk, Elona Fromm, Nancy Sweitzer, Carol Boyer

Those serving in the military: Brandon Felty, Karen Hall, Tyler Weller, Edward Hossler, Nick
Lentz, Jake Schaeffer, Scott Aungst, Tyler Wolfe, Michael Hamilton, Mark Weinus, Jr.,
Cameron Lutz, Stephanie Boyer, Mitchell Moore, Timothy Bast, and Ryan Bast

QR CODE FOR ONLINE GIVING
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2099;%20Leviticus%209:1-11,%2022-24;%201%20Peter%204:1-6;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2099;%20Numbers%2016:41-50;%201%20Peter%204:7-11;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2099;%201%20Kings%208:54-65;%20John%203:31-36;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2033:12-22;%20Exodus%2019:1-9a;%20Acts%202:1-11;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2033:12-22;%20Exodus%2019:16-25;%20Romans%208:14-17;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2033:12-22;%20Exodus%2020:1-21;%20Matthew%205:1-12;
mailto:stpaulsummerhill.studentloan@gmail.com

