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Sunday, October 19, 2025

*stand +kneel

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE........................ “Day By Day” by Oscar Ahnfelt; arr. Lloyd Larson

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P - Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
C - Amen.

P - Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of
one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P - Merciful and loving God,
C - we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy.
We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor.
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen.
P - Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.

In the name of +F Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
C - Amen.

*GATHERING SONG..........cooiiii, Jesus, Still Lead On (ELW 624)

1 Jesus, still lead on, till our rest be won;
and, although the way be cheerless, we will follow, calm and fearless;
guide us by your hand to the promised land.

2 If the way be drear, if the foe be near,
let no faithless fears o'ertake us, let not faith and hope forsake us;
safely past the foe to our home we go.
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3 When we seek relief from a long-felt grief,
when temptations come alluring make us patient and enduring;
show us that bright shore where we weep no more.

4 Jesus, still lead on, till our rest be won;
heav'nly leader, still direct us, still support, console, protect us,
till we safely stand in the promised land.

*GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

P - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C - And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 138)
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139)

Assisting minister

O

" " |
@i b 1
) @ L4 v
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.

o) All
(" 1 i] ‘lr—% — "
t’_@b s T T T
J —_—

Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,

| 108

0 . P—
T 1 —
| &
m i j o p— B F:l._“_d%
P —— — ] 1
J s — T ¥ 4 - !
we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
0 =
"z | rE— I i | o
. | :

Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

0
1 I 1 1 n T 4 n I ]
1 1 — 1 1 & N 1 " 1 ]
1 1 1 | N 4 1N 7 P &
& 1 & 1 17 7
J = 9 = i L4
you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
0 i i i 1 = T  — f T ]
1 1 1 & 17 1 1}
> o
you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Te -ceive our  prayer.
0
T
Il I T | Y]
EE====sseecssso0
For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
T — T 1
J ;  —  S— [
you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
0 = e T T 1 |
—{ g 2 1 !
174 1 & 5 I b (7] i |
> ;
in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A men.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

P - Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

P - O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our
cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your
enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

C - Amen.

The assembly is seated.



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31

Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his brother’s birthright and his father’s
blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with a divine adversary who ultimately blesses him and changes his
name to “Israel,” a name that means “he wrestles with God.”

2 The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his
eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. % He took them and sent them
across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. ?* Jacob was left alone, and a
man wrestled with him until daybreak. > When the man saw that he did not prevail
against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint
as he wrestled with him. ° Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But
Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” " So he said to him, “What
is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” ?® Then the man said, “You shall no longer be
called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and have
prevailed.” ?° Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why
is it that you ask my name?”” And there he blessed him. *° So Jacob called the place
Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” *' The
sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

R - The word of the Lord.
C - Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 121 (Please Read Responsively)
1 lift up my eyes | to the hills; from where is my | help to come?
> My help comes ! from the LORD,
the maker of heav- | en and earth.
*The LorD will not let your ! foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you ! fall asleep.
“Behold, the keep- ! er of Israel
will neither slum- ! ber nor sleep; R
>the LORD watches ! over you;
the LORD is your shade at ! your right hand;
5the sun will not strike ! you by day,
nor the | moon by night.
"The LoRrD will preserve you ! from all evil and will | keep your life.
® The LoRD will watch over your going out and your ! coming in,
from this time forth for- | evermore. R
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SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5

The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague in ministry, by emphasizing
the importance of faithful teaching despite opposition.

'“ But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing
from whom you learned it *> and how from childhood you have known sacred
writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

' All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, *’ so that the person of God may be
proficient, equipped for every good work.

“11n the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the
dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | solemnly urge you:
Zproclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable;
convince, rebuke, and encourage with the utmost patience in teaching. ° For the time
Is coming when people will not put up with sound teaching, but, having their ears
tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires * and
will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. ° As for you,
be sober in everything, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out
your ministry fully.

R - The word of the Lord.
C - Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
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GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8

Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. Jesus is calling God’s people to
cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an unethical judge will ultimately grant the plea of a persistent
widow, how much more will God respond to those who call.

P - The holy gospel according to Luke.
C - Glory to you, O Lord.



' Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose
heart. ° He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had
respect for people. °In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and
saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser.” “ For a while he refused, but later he
said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, ° yet
because this widow keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice, so that she may not
wear me out by continually coming.” ” ° And the Lord said, “Listen to what the
unjust judge says. " And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to
him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? ®1 tell you, he will quickly
grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on
earth?”

The gospel concludes:

P - The gospel of the Lord.

C - Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY ................. What a Friend We Have in Jesus (ELW 742)

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry ev'rything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; oh, what needless pain we bear--
all because we do not carry ev'rything to God in prayer!

2 Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged-- take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness-- take it to the Lord in prayer.

3 Are we weak and heavy-laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge-- take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he'll take and shield you; you will find a solace there.

*APOSTLES' CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
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into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as

appropriate.

P - Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and
all creation.

A brief silence.

P - We pray for the church universal. O God, who unites the church across the
globe, bring unity and peace to a world divided by hatred and opposition. Turn
our hearts toward the gospel of Jesus Christ. God of grace,

C - receive our prayer.

P - We pray for creation. O God, who made heaven and earth, draw us to the beauty
of the whole creation. Turn us toward a right relationship with the entire
cosmos. God of grace,

C - receive our prayer.

P - We pray for all nations, states, cities, and towns. O God, you rule over all the
earth. Grant our elected officials (names of officials) humility in their decision-
making for the sake of the entire world. God of grace,

C - receive our prayer.

P - We pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. O God, who heals and
strengthens, our help comes from you in times of need. Support, comfort, and
heal those who suffer (especially). God of grace,

C - receive our prayer.

P - We pray for (name of congregation). O God, who guides this congregation,
encourage us to share the good news of Jesus Christ. Nurture our relationships
with the community, that we serve and advocate for those who come to us in
need. God of grace,

C - receive our prayer.

P - We offer thanksgiving for the faithful departed. O God, whose promises never
end, we thank you for all the saints who have shown us the way of your Son,
Jesus Christ (especially). God of grace,

C - receive our prayer.



P - We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C - Amen.

*PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

P - The peace of Christ be with you always.
C - And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,

words.
The assembly is seated.

MEAL

” or similar

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow: praise him, all

crea - tures here be - low; praise him a - bove, ye

heav’'n - ly host;  praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

*OFFERING PRAYER

P - Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly
provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering

and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C - Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
P - The Lord be with you.
C - And also with you.

P - Lift up your hearts.
C - We lift them to the Lord.



P - Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C - It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE (ELW p. 144)

P - It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P - Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in
which all might be satisfied by your abundance. You dined with Abraham and
Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we
await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. By your Spirit
nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger and
want, and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. Through him
all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy
Church, both now and forever.

C — Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.

P - Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.

*COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
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COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
P - The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

C - Amen.

The ministers commune either after or before others commune.

*TABLE BLESSING
The presiding minister says a table blessing, and the assembly responds
P- The body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.
C- Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion.

P - O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your
servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We

ask this in Jesus’ name.
C - Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

P - Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent
the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share
your word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned.
In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this
sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the
body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C - Amen.

*BLESSING
P - The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C - Amen.

12



*SENDING SONG ... Day by Day (ELW 790)

1 Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me,
bringing comfort to my anxious soul.
Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me
draw me nearer to my heav'nly goal.
Love divine, beyond all mortal measure,
brings to naught the burdens of my quest;
Savior, lead me to the home | treasure,
where at last I'll find eternal rest.

2 Day by day, | know you will provide me
strength to serve and wisdom to obey;
I will seek your loving will to guide me
o'er the paths | struggle day by day.
| will fear no evil of the morrow,
| will trust in your enduring grace.
Savior, help me bear life's pain and sorrow
till in glory I behold your face.

3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me
when my burdens grow too great to bear;
oh, what joy to know that you will hear me
when | come, O Lord, to you in prayer.
Day by day, no matter what betide me,
you will hold me ever in your hand.
Savior, with your presence here to guide me,
| will reach at last the promised land.

*DISMISSAL
P - Go in peace. Share the good news.
C - Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE. ... “Rigaudon” by Frank Campra

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103688.
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New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts,
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE
LICENSE #A-727896 and/or CCLI Streaming License #21454210. All rights reserved.

The vases of flowers are in honor of Jack and Rose Edward’s Anniversary by the family.

Please sign the Friendship Register in your pew. Visitors, or members with a change of address,
please complete the address section and telephone number. Visitors may also include the name
and address of your home church so they can be notified that you have received communion.

Prayer Requests — Please email or call the church office with your prayer requests. First names
only will be used in our worship service that is livestreamed. You may also give names to the
person leading service prior to the start of the service.

Today is the deadline to purchase coasters of the Stain Glass Windows. The order sheet is on
the table in the Narthex and envelopes are there to put money for payment. They are $5 each or
5 for $20. Please put your name on the envelope and the payment amount.

Special Music next Sunday, October 26. Experience the joy of uplifting music with special
guests, the St. John’s UCC Bell Choir from Schuylkill Haven.

Faithful Fellowship: We will gather after church next Sunday, October 26 for a luncheon to
celebrate Reformation Sunday and fellowship. A sign-up sheet for desserts is posted on the
bulletin board.

The Social Ministry Committee is seeking the names and addresses of our young people who
are college students. Each year care packages of items donated by our members are sent to the
college students twice a year, at mid-terms and finals. Parents and/or grandparents, please give
this information to the church office or to Harry Schwenk, Social Ministry Chairperson, so your
student will be able to receive their care package.

The Social Ministry’s schoolhouse will be in the narthex until Sunday, November 9th. We will
be accepting donations of items to be sent to our college students, to have while they are taking
their mid-term exams. Items to be donated include snacks, pens, pencils, or any other small
appropriate items that the young people could use while studying for their exams. The packages
will be sent to the students, whose families have provided us with their names and addresses. We
thank everyone for their continuing generosity in donating to our project.

A “Dinner and a Movie Night” is scheduled for Saturday, November 1 beginning at 5:45pm
(following the church service). The movie is titled “90 Minutes in Heaven”. We hope you will

join us for fun and fellowship! Please speak to Karen Curtis for more information.
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On All Saints’ Sunday, November 2, we will remember those saints who have died during the
past year. In addition, during the distribution of Holy Communion, we will remember any loved
ones who have died, no matter what time has passed. If you would like a loved one’s name to be
read in remembrance, please call or email the church office.

The annual Thanksgiving Eve joint worship service, with the sacrament of Holy Communion,
will be held on Wednesday, November 26 at 7:00pm. This year the service will be hosted by St.
Paul’s UCC and all are invited and encouraged to attend. The Senior Choir, led by the Music
Director, Rae Ann Borger will be singing an anthem that evening and invite you to participate! If
you would like to sing with the choir that evening, please call or email the church office at 570-
754-7350/ stpaulsummerhill@gmail.com by November 9. More information will follow.

A sign-up sheet for Bread for the Day 2026 is on Bulletin Board. The cost is $12 per book.

Helping Harvest donations will take place the first weekend of every month. This organization
has put food trucks in areas to help the needy in place of the closed Pottsville Soup Kitchen.

Pastoral visits and home communions are available at any time. Please call the church office at
570-754-7350 or Pastor Marie at 716-353-1610.

Reminder for hospital visits: The church is not informed by the hospital when someone is
admitted. Please call the church to let us know if a pastoral visit is desired.

Attendance October 12, 2025 — 40 in person, 181 online views, 2 shares as of Oct. 16, 2025.

The 2025 Weekly giving needed for budget is $3.166.75.

THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19
Sunday, October 19 *Social Ministry’s schoolhouse college collection begins
9:15am -Sunday School
9:30am -All Saints Rehearsal in the choir room
10:30am -Worship Service
Thursday, October 23
6:00pm -Bell Choir
Next Sunday, October 26 *Reformation Sunday
9:15am -Sunday School
9:30am -All Saints Rehearsal in the choir room
10:30am -Worship Service with special guests, the St. John’s UCC Bell Choir
-Faithful Fellowship Luncheon following worship

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Monday, October 20: Psalm 57; 1 Samuel 25:2-22; 1 Corinthians 6:1-11
Tuesday, October 21: Psalm 57; 1 Samuel 25:23-35; James 5:7-12
Wednesday, October 22: Psalm 57; 1 Samuel 25:36-42; Luke 22:39-46
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Thursday, October 23: Psalm 84:1-7; Jeremiah 9:1-16; 2 Timothy 3:1-9
Friday, October 24: Psalm 84:1-7; Jeremiah 9:17-26; 2 Timothy 3:10-15
Saturday, October 25: Psalm 84:1-7; Jeremiah 14:1-6; Luke 1:46-55

ASSISTING AT WORSHIP
Greeter: Wendy Welsh
Acolyte: Grayson Rollman
Lector: Harry Schwenk
Usher: Troy Hollenbach
Communion Assistant: Troy Hollenbach
Counting Team: Wendy Welsh & Holly Maldonado

Rev. Marie Meeks, Pastor 716-353-1610; Email: preachymarie@gmail.com

Matthew Hayes, Director of Music 484-794-7902; Email: stpaulsummerhill.music@gmail.com
Kelly Palerino, Church Secretary  570-754-7350; Email: stpaulsummerhill@gmail.com
Cindy Brown, Pavilion Sexton 570-345-1279

Stacey Fidler, Church Sexton 570-754-7350

Eva Waldman, Treasurer 570-754-7350

Student Loan Committee email: stpaulsummerhill.studentloan@gmail.com

Keep in your prayers: Richard Paxson, Irene Peiffer, Betty Freeman, Mark
Fidler, Helen Runkle, Arlene Moyer, Stephen Curtis, John & Betty Strauch, John
Strauch, Jr., Greg Phillips, Jerry Heffleger, Harry Russell, Neida Hayes, Helen
Miller, Sheila Tryon, Sallie Ann Sandler, Tonia McKague, Robert & Joyce
Zeledonis, Earl & Grace Paxson, Shirley Baker, Betty Fromm Yarnell

Those serving in the military: Brandon Felty, Karen Hall, Tyler Weller, Edward Hossler, Nick
Lentz, Jake Schaeffer, Scott Aungst, Tyler Wolfe, Michael Hamilton, Kristian Svenson, Mark
Weinus, Jr., Jeremy Weaver, Cameron Lutz, Stephanie Boyer, Mitchell Moore, Timothy Bast,
and Ryan Bast.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2065;%20Joel%201:1-20;%202%20Timothy%203:1-9;%20Psalm%2084:1-7;%20Jeremiah%209:1-16;%202%20Timothy%203:1-9;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2065;%20Joel%202:1-11;%202%20Timothy%203:10-15;%20Psalm%2084:1-7;%20Jeremiah%209:17-26;%202%20Timothy%203:10-15;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2065;%20Joel%202:12-22;%20Luke%201:46-55;%20Psalm%2084:1-7;%20Jeremiah%2014:1-6;%20Luke%201:46-55;
mailto:stpaulsummerhill.studentloan@gmail.com

