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18th Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion

*stand +kneel

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS/ PRAYER CONCERNS

PRELUDE.............................. Bell Anthem “Joyful Noise”
“He IS Exalted” by Twila Paris; arr. by Peggy Bettcher

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P - Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who pours love into
our hearts and healing upon the earth.

C - Amen.

P - Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us
confess our sin. Compassionate God,

C - we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the
world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from
overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions
disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our
hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to
one another. Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

P - Hear this good news: We have peace with God through -+ Jesus
Christ, in whom there i1s no condemnation, but only forgiveness
and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift

of grace.
C - Amen.




*GATHERING SONG...... “At the Name of Jesus” (ELW 416)
At the Name of Jesus
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Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817-1877
Music: KING'S WESTON. Ralph Vaughan Willians, 1872-1058
Music from Songs of Praise, € Oxford University Press 1925,

Duplication i any form prohibsted without permission or valud license from copyright adminstrator.



*GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

P - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C - And also with you.

*KYRIE (ELW p. 138)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139)

Glory to God 1n the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
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you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P - Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties
and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us
from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C - Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or who
think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live.

' The word of the LORD came to me: “ What do you mean by
repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents
have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”?
7 As I live, says the Lord GoD, this proverb shall no more be used
by you in Israel. “ Know that all lives are mine; the life of the
parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person
who sins who shall die.

*>Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now,
O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are
unfair? °° When the righteous turn away from their righteousness
and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they

have committed, they shall die. °/ Again, when the wicked turn
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away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is
lawful and right, they shall save their life. *° Because they
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they
had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. *” Yet the
house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of
Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

‘" Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you
according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from
all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. *' Cast
away from you all the transgressions that you have committed
against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why
will you die, O house of Israel? ** For I have no pleasure in the
death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.

R - The word of the Lord.
C - Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9 (Read Responsively)
"To | you, O LORD,
I lift | up my soul.
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
’ Let none who look to you be ! put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
*Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths. R
°Lead me in your ! truth and teach me, for you are the God of
my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
°Remember, O LORD, your compas- ! sion and love,
for they are from ! everlasting.
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"Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the
sake of your good- | ness, O LORD.

“You are gracious and up- ! right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners ! in your way.

’You lead the low- ! ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way. R

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the
selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential
perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.

'If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love,
any partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy,
“make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same
love, being in full accord and of one mind. ° Do nothing from
selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as
better than yourselves. * Let each of you look not to your own
interests but to the interests of others. ~ Let the same mind be in
you that was in Christ Jesus,
°who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,
" but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
“ he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

’ Therefore God exalted him even more highly



and gave him the name

that is above every other name,
'Yso that at the name given to Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
'"and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ 1s Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

'“ Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me,
not only in my presence but much more now in my absence, work
on your own salvation with fear and trembling, ' for it is God who
is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his
good pleasure.

R - The word of the Lord.
C - Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
Y ou have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia. Alleluia.

*GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is
questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.

P - The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C - Glory to you, O Lord.

> When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders
of the people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
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authority?” ** Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question;
if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority
I do these things. *° Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or
was 1t of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we
say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not
believe him?” “° But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of
the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” *’ So they answered
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell
you by what authority I am doing these things.

% “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” >’ He
answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed his mind and went.

‘Y The father went to the second and said the same, and he
answered, ‘I go, sir,” but he did not go. ' Which of the two did the
will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going
into the kingdom of God ahead of you. ** For John came to you in
the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw
it you did not change your minds and believe him.”

P - The gospel of the Lord.
C - Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY...“O God, My Faithful God” (ELW 806)
O God, My Faithful God
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*APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P - Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our
prayers, confident that God hears us. Center your church in
humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen to
the cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church
and dare to name difficult truths. Show all your love. Hear us,
O God.

C - Your mercy is great.

P - You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise
of a better world through sustainable practices and respect for
your handiwork. Hear us, O God.

C - Your mercy is great.

P - Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind
them of their call to use their authority for the sake of the
common good. Give them the gift of humility. Hear us, O God.

C - Your mercy is great.
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P - Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling.
Calm troubled hearts with your forgiveness. Help all those in
need (especially). Grant us your salvation. Hear us, O God.

C - Your mercy is great.

P - Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call.
Open us to courageous learning and service in our community,
especially in new or challenging places. Hear us, O God.

C - Your mercy is great.

P - Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their
work and are at rest. As we grieve, remind us of your mercy so
we may also give thanks. Hear us, O God.

C - Your mercy is great.

P - Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to
ask, and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in

Jesus’ name.
C - Amen.

*PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

P - The peace of Christ be with you always.
C - And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*PRESENTATION OF OFFERING
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” (ELW 884)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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*OFFERING PRAYER

P - God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth
abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with
what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in
service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.

C - Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
P - The Lord be with you.
C - And also with you.

P - Lift up your hearts.
C - We lift them to the Lord.

P - Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C - It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

P - It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P - Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you
created a world 1n which all might be satisfied by your
abundance. You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising
them life, and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for
the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising
from the grave, we await his coming again to share with us the
everlasting feast.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen
us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup
make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and
forever.

C - Amen
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*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P - Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are
hungry, come!

*COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.

COMMUNION
P - The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for

you.
C - Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN...........

“The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing:
The Feast Is Ready” (ELW 531)
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GATHERING The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Siné
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*TABLE BLESSING
P- The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and

keep you in his grace.
C- Amen.
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P - Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with
mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this
table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in
whose name we pray.

C - Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

P - The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the
body of Christ Jesus.

C - Amen.

P - The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all
circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit.

C - Amen.

P - The God of grace - bless you now and forever.

C - Amen.

*SENDING SONG...........
“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” (ELW 712)
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Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
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*DISMISSAL
P - Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
C - Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE..............
“Crown Him With Many Crowns”- arr. by Lloyd Larson

* R R RN

One vase of flowers is in honor of Jennifer Platt’s Birthday presented by Glenn and Helen Miller.
One vase of flowers is in honor of Brian Staller’s Birthday from Charity.
The bulletins are in memory of Stephen Sandler by Sallie Sandler.

Please sign the Friendship Register in your pew. Visitors, or members with a change of address,
please complete the address section and telephone number. Visitors may also include the name
and address of your home church so they can be notified that you have received communion.

Prayer Requests: Please email (stpaulsummerhill@gmail.com) or call (570-754-7225) the
church office with your prayer requests. First names only will be used in our worship service that
1s livestreamed. You may also give names to the person leading service prior to the start of the
worship service.

The Finance Committee is going to meet immediately following the service TODAY.
Card shower- We would like to have a card shower for our oldest member, Harry Russell, who
will turn 96 on October 1! His address i1s: PO Box 389, Saint Peters, PA 19470.

A Saturday Spoken Service will be held this Saturday, October 3 beginning at 5:00pm.

The Church Council will have their monthly meeting on Wednesday, October 7 beginning at
7:00pm 1n the church Annex.

Summer Hill Youth Group — Disaster Relief Bucket Challenge: The Summer Hill Youth Group
will gather October 17 from 4:00-7:00 PM at St. Paul’s Summer Hill UCC to assemble five-
gallon Disaster Relief Buckets for people in need. Youth will learn about serving their neighbors
while working together in a fun, friendly relay-race competition! Food will be provided. RSVP
to Laura Carll at (484) 269-4405 is appreciated, but not required.

Faithful Fellowship: We will gather after church on Sunday, October 25 to celebrate
Reformation Sunday and fellowship. A sign up sheet for food donations will be posted on the
bulletin board. Please speak to Sandy Wentz (570-573-4532) for more information or if you would
like to help in any way.
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A 2027 Bread for the Day order sign-up sheet is on bulletin board. The cost is $12 per book. A
sample of the book is on the table in the narthex.

College Student Information Needed- The Social Ministry Committee is seeking the names and
addresses of our young people who are college students. Each year care packages of items
donated by our members are sent to the college students twice a year, at mid-terms and finals.
Parents and /or grandparents, please give this information to the church office or to Harry
Schwenk, Social Ministry Chairperson, so your student will be able to receive their care package.

Handbell Choir (Joyful Noise)...New members wanted! Do you love music and having fun?
Come join our handbell Choir! All ages welcome. No prior experience needed. No need to be
able to read music. You will be taught what you need to know. Practice weekly: Thursdays @
6:00pm, in the Annex. We play during the service once a month. We are a friendly group, who
love spending time together! If interested, contact Matthew Hayes or any of the Joyful Noise
members.

Check Out Our YouTube Channel: We're livestreaming our worship services on our very own
YouTube channel: @summerHillLutheran!!! We’ll share the livestream link on Facebook every
week. You can chat, comment, and worship together live just like always. Our website features a
direct link to our YouTube channel, where you can already find recorded services beginning in
February, our past livestreams, and our scheduled upcoming livestreams. So head on over, click
Like, hit Subscribe, and ring that little bell [\ to be notified when livestreaming begins!

(¥ Check us out here: https://www.youtube.com/@summerHillLutheran
Helping Harvest donations take place the first Sunday of each month. This organization has put
food trucks in areas to help the needy in place of the closed Pottsville Soup Kitchen.

Altar Flower and Bulletin Sponsorship: There are many openings available throughout the year
to sponsor the fresh altar flowers and bulletins on a Sunday morning. Sponsorships can be in
honor of, or in memory of someone. There are sign-up sheets for a few months at a time on the
bulletin board in the hallway. You can also call the church office and speak to Kelly to be added
at any time throughout the year. The cost of altar flowers is: $17.50 to sponsor one vase, or $35
to sponsor both vases. The bulletins are $10 per sponsored Sunday.

Pastoral visits and home communions are available at any time. Please email
(stpaulsummerhill@gmail.com) or call (570-754-7225) the church office.

Reminder for hospital visits: The church is not informed by the hospital when someone is
admitted. Please email (stpaulsummerhill@gmail.com) or call (570-754-7225) the church office
to let us know if a pastoral visit is desired.

Attendance on Sunday, September 20, 2026 — 39 in person; 19 YouTube views; 1 Facebook
share as of September 24
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The 2026 Weekly giving needed for budget is $2,951.25

Week of September 13, 2026— September 19, 2026
Current $2,452.55
Benevolence/Synod $ 49.00
Local Benevolence $ 424.50
Plate $ 64.00
Total $2,990.05

THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2026
Sunday, September 27

9:15 AM -Sunday School

10:30 AM -Worship Service

-Finance Committee Meeting following worship

12:00 PM -75 and Over Birthday Party Luncheon
Thursday, October 1

6:00 PM -Bell Choir
Saturday, October 3

5:00 PM -Spoken Worship Service
Sunday, October 4

9:15 AM -Sunday School

10:30 AM -Worship Service

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Monday, September 28: Psalm 28; Judges 14:1-20; Philippians 1:3-14
Tuesday, September 29: Psalm 28; Judges 16:1-22; Philippians 1:15-21
Wednesday, September 30: Psalm 28; Judges 16:23-31; Matthew 9:2-8
Thursday, October 1: Psalm 80:7-15; Jeremiah 2:14-22; Colossians 2:16-23
Friday, October 2: Psalm 80:7-15; Jeremiah 2:23-37; Philippians 2:14-18; 3:1-4a
Saturday, October 3: Psalm 80:7-15; Jeremiah 6:1-10; John 7:40-52

Sunday September 27 - 10:30 AM
Greeter: Brian Staller Acolyte: Lena Ferrance
Lector: Marlene Troxell Usher: Holly Maldonado
Communion Assistant: Michael Ziegler
Counting Team: Michael Ziegler / Debbie Hummel

Rev. Marie Meeks, Pastor 716-353-1610; Email: preachymarie@gmail.com

Matthew Hayes, Director of Music 484-794-7902; Email: stpaulsummerhill.music@gmail.com
Kelly Palerino, Church Secretary  570-754-7350; Email: stpaulsummerhill@gmail.com
Cindy Brown, Pavilion Sexton 570-345-1279

Stacey Fidler, Church Sexton 570-754-7350

Eva Waldman, Treasurer 570-754-7350

Student Loan Committee email: stpaulsummerhill.studentloan@gmail.com
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Keep in your prayers: Richard Paxson, Irene Peiffer, Betty Freeman, Mark
Fidler, Helen Runkle, Stephen Curtis, John & Betty Strauch, John Strauch, Jr.,
Greg Phillips, Jerry Heffleger, Harry Russell, Neida Hayes, Helen Miller,
Sheila Tryon, Sallie Ann Sandler, Tonia McKague, Robert & Joyce Zeledonis,
Earl & Grace Paxson, Betty Fromm Yarnell, Wayne Brensinger, Ralph Hueske,
Shawnette Keller, Brittany Gallagher, Kay & Jerome Hayes, Debbie Toro,

Pete and Stacy Smulligan, Terry Tryon, Carol Keesey, Elona Fromm, Nancy
Sweitzer, Carol Boyer, Rev. Kathleen Ash-Flashner, Bob Ebling, Brian Staller,
Joan Axtt, Elizabeth Hand, family and friends of Carole Wiscount

Those serving in the military: Jacob Edwards, Brandon Felty, Karen Hall, Tyler Weller,
Edward Hossler, Nick Lentz, Jake Schaeffer, Scott Aungst, Tyler Wolfe, Michael Hamilton,
Mark Weinus, Jr., Cameron Lutz, Stephanie Boyer, Mitchell Moore, Timothy Bast, and Ryan
Bast
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