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HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2026  

RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 

VIGIL OF EASTER 

We gather in silence around a lighted fire. Each worshipper receives an unlighted candle. 

GREETING 

P - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C - And also with you. 

 

MARKING AND LIGHTING OF THE PASCAL CANDLE 

P - Christ, yesterday and today. The beginning and the ending. To Christ 

belongs all time and all the ages; to Christ belongs glory and dominion 

now and forever. 

C - Amen. 

As the Pascal candle is lit, the presiding minister proclaims: 

P - The light of Christ, rising in glory. Dispel the darkness of our hearts 

and minds. 

Light from the Pascal candle is shared until all candles are lit. The congregation processes to the sanctuary, 

following the Pascal candle. 

PROCESSION 

 
 

EASTER PROCLAMATION 

P - Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior 

Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we gather with the church 

throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This is the passover of Jesus 

Christ. Through light and the word, through water and oil, bread and 

wine, we proclaim Christ's death and resurrection, share Christ's 

triumph over sin and death, and await Christ's coming again in glory. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P - Let us pray.  Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with 

the radiance of the risen Christ.  Renew your church with the Spirit 

given us in baptism,  that we may worship you in sincerity and truth  

and may shine as a light in the world,  through your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  one God, 

now and forever.  

C - Amen. 

You may be seated. 

VIGIL READINGS AND RESPONSES 

READING: Genesis 1:1--2:4a 

  1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was 

complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind 

from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be 

light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good, and 

God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and 

the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 

  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let 

it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and 

separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were 

above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the second day. 

  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into 

one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the 

dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. 

And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that 

bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind 

bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And 

there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate 
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the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for 

days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give 

light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the 

greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the 

stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 

earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light 

from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was 

evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, 

and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God 

created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of 

every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every 

kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be 

fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply 

on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth 

day. 

  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every 

kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every 

kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every 

kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the 

ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our 

likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the 

earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

 27 So God created humans in his image, 

  in the image of God he created them; 

  male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and 

fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 

over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 

earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 

upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall 
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have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of 

the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 

breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was 

so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

  1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their 

multitude. 2 On the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and 

he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God 

blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all 

the work that he had done in creation. 

  4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 

created. 

  In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 

 

RESPONSE: 

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”………………….(ELW 858 -Verse 1) 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 

joining in glad adoration! 

 

READING: Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

 10 As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the 

Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to 

the LORD. 11 They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in 

Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have 

you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is this not the very thing we 

told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone so that we can serve the Egyptians’? For it 

would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 

wilderness.” 13 But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, 

and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today, for 

the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see 

again. 14 The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” 
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  15 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the 

Israelites to go forward. 16 But you lift up your staff and stretch out your 

hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on 

dry ground. 17 Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they 

will go in after them, and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and 

all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. 18 Then the Egyptians 

shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over 

Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.” 

  19 The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved 

and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them 

and took its place behind them. 20 It came between the army of Egypt and 

the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit 

up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 

  21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the 

sea back by a strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, 

and the waters were divided. 22 The Israelites went into the sea on dry 

ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their 

left. 23 The Egyptians pursued and went into the sea after them, all of 

Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24 At the morning watch 

the LORD, in the pillar of fire and cloud, looked down on the Egyptian 

army and threw the Egyptian army into a panic. 25 He clogged their chariot 

wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee 

from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.” 

  26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so 

that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and 

chariot drivers.” 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at 

dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, 

the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28 The waters returned and 

covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh 

that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 29 But the 

Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall 

for them on their right and on their left. 

  30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians, and Israel 
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saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great work that 

the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and 

believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. 

 

  20 Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her 

hand, and all the women went out after her with tambourines and with 

dancing. 21 And Miriam sang to them: 

 “Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

 horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 

 

 RESPONSE: 

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”………………….(ELW 858 -Verse 2) 

Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 

and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 

Have you not seen all that is needful has been 

sent by his gracious ordaining? 

 

READING: Isaiah 55:1-11 
1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; 

  come to the waters; 

 and you who have no money, 

  come, buy and eat! 

 Come, buy wine and milk 

  without money and without price. 

 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread 

  and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? 

 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

  and delight yourselves in rich food. 

 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 

  listen, so that you may live. 

 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

  my steadfast, sure love for David. 

 4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
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  a leader and commander for the peoples. 

 5 Now you shall call nations that you do not know, 

  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

  for he has glorified you. 

 6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

  call upon him while he is near; 

 7 let the wicked forsake their way 

  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 

 let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 

  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

  nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 

 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

  so are my ways higher than your ways 

  and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

RESPONSE: 

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”……………(ELW 858 -Verses 3 & 4) 

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 

if with his love he befriend you. 

 

Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
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All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen sound from his people again. 

Gladly forever adore him! 

 

READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 1 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the 

spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of 

bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the 

valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 

live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 

the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to 

enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will cause 

flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and 

you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

  7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone 

to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 

upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in 

them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and 

say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, 

O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied 

as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and 

stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

  11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut 

off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the 

Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And 

you shall know that I am the LORD when I open your graves and bring you 

up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and 

you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 

that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 
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RESPONSE: 

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”…………………………………(ELW 759) 

 

 
 

READING: Jonah 1:1--2:1 

  1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai, 

saying, 2 “Go at once to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it, for 

their wickedness has come up before me.” 3 But Jonah set out to flee to 

Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa and 

found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid his fare and went on board, to 

go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD. 

  4 But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and such a mighty 

storm came upon the sea that the ship threatened to break up. 5 Then the 

sailors were afraid, and each cried to his god. They threw the cargo that 

was in the ship into the sea, to lighten it for them. Jonah, meanwhile, had 

gone down into the hold of the ship and had lain down and was fast 

asleep. 6 The captain came and said to him, “What are you doing sound 
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asleep? Get up; call on your god! Perhaps the god will spare us a thought 

so that we do not perish.” 

  7 The sailors said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, so that we may 

know on whose account this calamity has come upon us.” So they cast 

lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 Then they said to him, “Tell us why this 

calamity has come upon us. What is your occupation? Where do you come 

from? What is your country? And of what people are you?” 9 “I am a 

Hebrew,” he replied. “I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made 

the sea and the dry land.” 10 Then the men were even more afraid and said 

to him, “What is this that you have done!” For the men knew that he was 

fleeing from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them so. 

  11 Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea may 

quiet down for us?” For the sea was growing more and more 

tempestuous. 12 He said to them, “Pick me up and throw me into the sea; 

then the sea will quiet down for you, for I know it is because of me that 

this great storm has come upon you.” 13 Nevertheless, the men rowed hard 

to bring the ship back to land, but they could not, for the sea grew more 

and more stormy against them. 14 Then they cried out to the LORD, 

“Please, O LORD, we pray, do not let us perish on account of this man’s 

life. Do not make us guilty of innocent blood, for you, O LORD, have done 

as it pleased you.” 15 So they picked Jonah up and threw him into the sea, 

and the sea ceased from its raging. 16 Then the men feared the LORD even 

more, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows. 

  17 But the LORD provided a large fish to swallow up Jonah, and Jonah 

was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 

 

  1 Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the fish, 

 

RESPONSE: 

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”……………………(ELW 756- Verse 1) 

Eternal Father, strong to save, whose arm has bound the restless wave, 

who bade the mighty ocean deep its own appointed limits keep: 

oh, hear us when we cry to thee for those in peril on the sea. 
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READING: Daniel 3:1-29 

 1 King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty 

cubits and whose width was six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in 

the province of Babylon. 2 Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent for the satraps, 

the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, 

the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces to assemble and come 

to the dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3 So 

the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, 

the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces 

assembled for the dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had 

set up. When they were standing before the statue that Nebuchadnezzar 

had set up, 4 the herald proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, 

O peoples, nations, and languages, 5 that when you hear the sound of the 

horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, you are 

to fall down and worship the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has 

set up. 6 Whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be 

thrown into a furnace of blazing fire.” 7 Therefore, as soon as all the 

peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and 

entire musical ensemble, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell down 

and worshiped the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

  8 Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and 

denounced the Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live 

forever! 10 You, O king, have made a decree, that everyone who hears the 

sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical 

ensemble, shall fall down and worship the golden statue, 11 and whoever 

does not fall down and worship shall be thrown into a furnace of blazing 

fire. 12 There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of 

the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men 

pay no heed to you, O king. They do not serve your gods, and they do not 

worship the golden statue that you have set up.” 

  13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego be brought in, so they brought those men before 

the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, 
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Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods and you do not 

worship the golden statue that I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready, when 

you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire 

musical ensemble, you should fall down and worship the statue that I have 

made. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be thrown into a 

furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god who will deliver you out of my 

hands?” 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, 

“O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present a defense to you in this 

matter. 17 If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace 

of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. 18 But if 

not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we 

will not worship the golden statue that you have set up.” 

  19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego that his face was distorted. He ordered the 

furnace heated up seven times more than was customary 20 and ordered 

some of the strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of blazing fire. 21 So the men 

were bound, still wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and their 

other garments, and they were thrown into the furnace of blazing 

fire. 22 Because the king’s command was urgent and the furnace was so 

overheated, the raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego. 23 But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace of blazing fire. 

  24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He 

said to his counselors, “Was it not three men that we threw bound into the 

fire?” They answered the king, “True, O king.” 25 He replied, “But I see 

four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are not hurt, 

and the fourth has the appearance of a god.” 26 Nebuchadnezzar then 

approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, “Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come 

here!” So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the 

fire. 27 And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king’s 

counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power 
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over the bodies of those men; the hair of their heads was not singed, their 

tunics were not scorched, and not even the smell of fire came from 

them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who 

trusted in him. They disobeyed the king’s command and yielded up their 

bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own 

God. 29 Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that 

utters blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

shall be torn limb from limb and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no 

other god who is able to deliver in this way.” 
 

RESPONSE:  

“Oh, Sing to the Lord”……………………………………….(ELW 822) 
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NEW TESTAMENT READING: Romans 6:3-11 
3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by 

baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

  5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 

certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our 

old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, 

and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is freed 

from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also 

live with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will 

never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10The death he 

died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So 

you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

GOSPEL PROCLAMATION (ELW 142) 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL: John 20:1-18 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 

from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 

the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord 

out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then 

Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two 

were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 

tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying 

there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and 

went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth 

that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled 

up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb 
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first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not 

understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the 

disciples returned to their homes. 

  11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over 

to look into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the 

body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the 

feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to 

them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they 

have laid him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 

standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, 

“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing 

him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him 

away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus 

said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” 

(which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 

because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and 

say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and 

your God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I 

have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY……“When Morning Gilds the Skies” (ELW 853) 



17 

 

  
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

P - In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C - Amen. 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
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P - Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s 

mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved 

over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth 

life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 

Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we 

praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your 

Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C - Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 

appropriate. 

P - Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 

broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
A brief silence. 

P - For the church universal, that all who have been baptized into Christ’s 

death and resurrection may journey together in newness of life, boldly 

proclaiming the good news of deliverance. Hear us, O God. 

C - Your mercy is great. 

P - For the well-being of all creation, that the power that brought forth all 

life may renew the earth. Hear us, O God. 

C - Your mercy is great. 

P - For the nations and those in authority, that they may be transformed by 

the love of Christ and work together for the peace and freedom you 

have promised to all peoples. Hear us, O God. 
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C - Your mercy is great. 

P - For all who suffer in poverty, pain, or despair, that like your people in 

Egypt, they may be set free to live abundantly in the promised land of 

your love. Hear us, O God. 

C - Your mercy is great. 

P - For this congregation, that we who have passed over from death to life 

through baptism may, like Mary Magdalene, share the good news of 

Christ’s resurrection in word and deed. Hear us, O God. 

C - Your mercy is great. 

P - We give thanks for the faithful departed, trusting that all who died with 

Christ live with him forever, sharing fully in Christ’s victory over sin, 

death, and the grave. Hear us, O God. 

C - Your mercy is great. 

P - God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the 

good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 

Savior. 

C - Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 

P - The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C - And also with you. 
You are invited to share the peace of Christ with those around you. 

 

OFFERTORY…………“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” (ELW 884) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P - Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 

shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 

give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to 

those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C - Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P - The Lord be with you. 

C - And also with you. 

P - Lift up your hearts. 

C - We lift them to the Lord. 

P - Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C - It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

P - It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 

Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has 

destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, 

with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 

and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form. 

P - Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and 

your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for 

saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing 
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the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for leading your 

people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to 

you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you 

for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit 

poured out on all nations. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death 

to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C - Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P - O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table 

with your presence. 

C - Come, Holy Spirit. 

P - Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the 

body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

C - Come, Holy Spirit. 

P - With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its 

creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed 

and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

C - Amen. 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
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trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

P - The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are 

thirsty, come. 

 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

BLESSING 

P - God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-

giving Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C - Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P - We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have 

tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. 

Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through 

our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 

C - Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN……………“Christ has Arisen, Alleluia!” (ELW 364) 

1 Christ has arisen, alleluia. 

Rejoice and praise him, alleluia. 

For our redeemer burst from the tomb, 

even from death, dispelling its gloom. 
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Refrain: Let us sing praise to him with endless joy. 

Death's fearful sting he has come to destroy. 

Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 

Jesus is living, alleluia! 
 

2 For three long days the grave did its worst 

until its strength by God was dispersed. 

He who gives life did death undergo, 

and in its conquest his might did show.  Refrain 

3 The angel said to them, "Do not fear. 

You look for Jesus who is not here. 

See for yourselves the tomb is all bare. 

Only the graveclothes are lying there."  Refrain 

 

4 "Go spread the news: he's not in the grave. 

He has arisen this world to save. 

Jesus' redeeming labors are done. 

Even the battle with sin is won."  Refrain 

 

5 Christ has arisen to set us free. 

Alleluia, to him praises be. 

Jesus is living! Let us all sing; 

he reigns triumphant, heavenly king.  Refrain 

 

DISMISSAL 

P - Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C - Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P - Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

C - Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE…………… 

“Lift High The Cross” by Sydney H. Nicholson; setting by Larry Shackley 

*  *  *  *  * 
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Please sign the Friendship Register in your pew. Visitors, or members with a change of address, 

please complete the address section and telephone number. Visitors may also include the name 

and address of your home church so they can be notified that you have received communion.   
 

THE WEEK OF SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2026 

Holy Saturday, April 4 

6:45 PM -Easter Vigil Worship Service 

Easter Sunday, April 5 

9:15am -Sunday School  

10:30am -Worship Service 
 

Saturday Vigil April 4- 6:45 PM  

Greeter: Eva Waldman   

Acolyte: Kolton Platt  

Usher:   Eva Waldman                                    

Lector: Brian Staller  

Communion Assistant: Troy Hollenbach   

Counting Team: Troy Hollenbach/ Brian Staller            
 

Rev. Marie Meeks, Pastor         716-353-1610; Email: preachymarie@gmail.com  

Matthew Hayes, Director of Music  484-794-7902; Email: stpaulsummerhill.music@gmail.com  

Kelly Palerino, Church Secretary     570-754-7350; Email: stpaulsummerhill@gmail.com  

Cindy Brown, Pavilion Sexton         570-345-1279  

Stacey Fidler, Church Sexton         570-754-7350  

Eva Waldman, Treasurer          570-754-7350  

Student Loan Committee email: stpaulsummerhill.studentloan@gmail.com 
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