The Messenger
People Helping People Know God More

April 2019

Join us as we remember
Jesus’ Death and Resurrection
Good Friday Service
Friday, April 19 - 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday, April 21
8:30 am Traditional Worship
9:45 am Bible Study for all ages
11:00 am Contemporary Worship
Week of Prayer for North American Missions April 7-13
Offering April 14 Goal $9,000
Mission Talk and Action Meetings @ 10:00 am in Room 128
Tuesday, April 9 & Friday, April 12

No Wednesday Night Activities April 24

A Note From Cindy
The recent rulings on abortion are troubling to me, as is the fact that abortion has been legal in our country for
years. Equally troubling is the lack of involvement collectively by “the church” – the body of Christ - in America.
Many of us in the church stand at a distance, point, and even shout “You shouldn’t do that! This is wrong!
You’re devaluing life! This is murder!” to those who are proponents of abortion. Others of us silently disapprove,
but choose not to speak out. I believe the things being shouted are truth. But I wonder what Jesus would lead
us to do if he were physically present with us? After all, scripture tells us we are his body on this earth. Would he
stand and shout? Would he raise his voice above the others? Likely, he would. I am pretty sure he did shout
when he overturned those money changers’ tables at the temple. But just as he chose to act – not just talk –
that day at the temple, or a different day on the cross, or every other day of his life on this earth, I am confident
if he were here today, he would act. He would get dirty. He would love and sacrifice; he would cradle broken
people and work to heal broken hearts. Because that’s what he did every day of his earthly life. He loved up
close and personal. He intentionally put himself right in the middle of people who were broken and needed
love and help. He is the ultimate model of living sacrificially. But what about us? Most of us would say we are
horrified by abortion, but are we choosing to come close to those who are suffering? Are we willing to
inconvenience ourselves by doing something to help? I am glad so many people are talking about how
terrible abortion is, but I am convinced that talking about it is only the first step. We must act. We must love.
We must get involved. Otherwise, how can we call ourselves the body of Christ on this earth? We must love –
with more than our words – the pregnant mothers in crisis, the children born with no one to care for them, the
foster children conceived by parents ultimately unable or unwilling to care for them, the mothers who are
struggling because of past abortions. In John 15:19, Jesus told his disciples “If you belonged to this world, it
would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That
is why the world hates you.” Jesus taught and modeled that the church must be counter-cultural! The world
may hate us for taking a stand to value life and for doing something about it… and according to scripture,
that’s ok. We must be willing to come near enough to the suffering to share in it and be marked by it. Paul said
“I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his suffering.” He knew
that ultimately you couldn’t have one without the other. Jedd Medefind says it well in 2019: “So opening
ourselves to all this (caring for vulnerable children) really comes down to deciding what we want most from life.
If it is comfort or stability or control, we had best head in the opposite direction. But if what we want – what we
really want deep down despite our fears and misgivings – is life to the full, both the really good and the really
hard together… well, I suspect that there may not be a better place to find it than caring for vulnerable
children.” So how do we put our love into action? Here is a list of ideas SHBC friends helped me make of some
ways to act and be the hands and feet of Jesus to people hurting because of circumstances related to
abortion:
 Volunteer at a local pregnancy clinic.
 Support/ volunteer at pro-life related organizations. Homelessness and poverty are leading causes in the
choice to abort; women in these circumstances need help/ support.
 Mentor a teenage foster child who will soon age out of the system without a family. These teens are at
extremely high risk for homelessness, incarceration, poverty, and pregnancy. One local organization that
provides this opportunity is THRU Project (check out their website at thruproject.org).
 Pray for changed hearts, legislators, at-risk mothers, and those working in crisis pregnancy centers.
 Participate in pro-life demonstrations like the annual “March for Life.”
 Respond with grace to families you see in public. There’s great irony in being pro-life and then expressing
annoyance because of the child crying on the plane or at the restaurant. We need to express that babies
are blessings, not burdens or inconveniences.
 Become a trained babysitter to provide respite care or just a few hours of babysitting for a foster family.
Even though there are currently no foster families in our church, we can connect you with families who
would greatly appreciate your help! You can get trained in a day through the South TX Alliance for
Orphans (ask me if you would like details on the next training).
 Get trained in a day to sit with an infant or child in the hospital who has recently been removed from abuse
or neglect and is hospitalized due to illness or injury. These children often have no foster parents yet and are
alone and sick/ injured. Ask me or Delaine White for details.
 Pray about becoming a foster family. Steve and I would love to talk with you if you have questions.
 Adopt a child.
 Volunteer through our SHBC Foster/Orphan Care Ministry. We will be distributing 1,000 more “Kits for Kids” to
CPS investigative units on May 16th. On June 28th, SHBC will provide another PNO for foster families. Both of
these events will require volunteers!
 Give financially to a pro-life organization or to SHBC Foster/Orphan Care Ministry.
In Christ,

In the month of April, Shearer Hills Kids will be
looking at the BRIGHT SIDE! We will be focusing on
the HOPE that we have in Jesus and how He is so
good to us even in the middle of tough
circumstances. Our theme verse is John 16:33b: "In this world you will
have trouble. But be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world!"
April 14 4 - 6pm: The Easter Path is a
walk-through experience for the whole family.
Come and enjoy free family fun and discover
how the week of Easter changes lives.
Let's celebrate the Light of the World!
Save the Dates:
June 17-20, 6:00 - 8:30 pm: Power Up Week
July 1-5, 9am- 4pm: Pine Cove Camp in the City
Cost $280 per Camper (completed K-5th Grade)
First 80 to register receive a $100 scholarship.
Register at hhttps://pinecove.com/city/shearer-hills-baptist
Contact Stefanie - slitzler@shearerhills.org with questions about
scholarship codes or other details.
July 29-August 1: Preteen Camp at Highland Lakes for those kids who
have finished 3rd-5th grade! The cost is $245 if you sign up before June 1.
Email slitzler@shearerhills.org for a registration link and code.
Parents’ Night Out - April 12 6:00 - 10:00 pm
Ages - 6 weeks through 5th Grade
PRICING: $20 for one child, $25 for two children and $30 for three or
more children. Parents’ Night Out reservations taken by email starting
April 1st @ PNO@shearerhills.org with your child’s name & birth date. A
confirmation will be sent by email. Reservation Deadline is April 11 at
noon! You can also use this email to cancel your reservation.
Easter Sunday, April 21 Preschool Easter Egg Hunt during Bible Study.

Staff Anniversaries
Stefanie Litzler is celebrating three years as our Kids Minister.
Her creativity and energy is infectious to all those around her.
It is always exciting to see how she will present the Gospel next.
Thank you for being a part of the team. Thank you!

J. T. Thornton is celebrating three years as our Student Minister.
His ability to relate to students and their parents is incredible.
Thank you for your dedication to helping students and their
families know God more. You are so valuable to our ministry
team and Shearer Hills Baptist Church. Thank you!

Maria Miller is celebrating two years as our Director of Preschool
Ministry & Early Learning Center. Maria works hard to minister to
families both within the SHBC family and our guests.
We appreciate her dedication to both positions. Thank you!

The Church Staff and
Shearer Hills Family
extend their prayers
and deepest sympathy to:
Warren Bowen & Family on the
death of his sister-in law,
Barbara Kay
Jane Faucheaux on the death
of her granddaughter,
Denise & Larry Mahan on the
death of their
daughter-in-law,
Cecilia Mahan
David Fain & Family on the
death of his wife,
Edwina Fain
Brad and Maria Miller on the
death of his mother,
Krista and Sheana on the
death of their grandmother,
Katherine Miller
Mildred Thieme on the death
of her husband,
Gerald & Sandra Bradbury on
the death of her father,
Mark Bradbury on the death of
his grandfather,
Bert M. Thieme, Sr.
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April 2019
Sun
REGULAR
SUNDAY
Schedule

8:30 & 11:00 AM
WORSHIP
9:45 AM Bible Study
11:00 AM Ethiopian
4:00 PM Hand Bells
5:30 PM Students at
Casa Luna
TUESDAYS &
THURSDAYS:
3:00 PM Casa Luna
Tutoring

REGULAR
WEDNESDAY
EVENINGS

5:00 PM Supper
5:30 PM StarPower &
LightShine Choirs
6:00 PM Sanctuary Choir
& Orchestra Rehearsal,
11:00 AM Worship Praise
Team Rehearsal
6:15 PM Prayer Meeting,
6:15 PM AWANA Clubs,
6:30 PM Ladies’ & Men’s
BSF Bible Study
7:00 PM IGNITE for Youth

Mon
1 6:30 PM LIFT
Steering Team
Meeting

7 Regular Sunday

810:00 AM MOPS

4-7/4-13 Week of
Prayer North
American Missions
3:00 PM Power Up
Preview

14 Palm Sunday

Game Time
7:30 PM Men’s BB

9 8:30 AM

Game Time
10:00 AM Ladies
Mission Talk and
Action
7:30 PM Men’s BB

Game Time

7:30 PM Men’s BB

22 10:00 AM

Regular Sunday
9:45 AM Preschool
Easter Egg Hunt

28 Regular Sunday

2 8:30 AM

16 8:30 AM

15

Regular Sunday
Collection for North
American Missions
4:00 PM The Easter
Path

21 Easter

Tue

MOPS

29

23 8:30 AM

Game Time
9:30 AM Sweet
Dreams
10:00 Clare Bridge
7:30 PM Men’s BB

30

8:30 AM
Game Time
7:30 PM Men’s BB

Wed
3 Reg. Wed

Thu
4 9:30 AM Ladies

Fri
5

Evening
Activities

Weekday Bible Study
10:00 AM Joy Singers

10 Reg. Wed

11 9:30 AM Ladies

12

Evening
Activities

Weekday Bible Study
9:30 AM Bring food for
Medical Dental Lunch
10:00 AM Joy Singers
10:00 AM New Forest

10:00 AM Ladies
Mission Talk and
Action
6:00 PM Parents
Night Out

17 Reg. Wed

18 9:30 AM Ladies

19 Good Friday

Evening
Activities

Weekday Bible Study
10:00 AM Joy Singers

7:00 PM Good
Friday Service

24 No. Wed

25 9:30 AM Ladies

26

Evening
Activities

Weekday Bible Study
10:00 AM Joy Singers

Sat
6 Priscilla Shirer
Simulcast

13

20

27

