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Expanding Our Community

It is getting really close to the ShowTime!

“The ARRL and 2024 Dayton Hamvention APP is now up and available. Find the current forums and ven-
dors information and plan your visit. Each year you need to create a login to see the current information. If
you used the app prior to this year, be sure to back out to the homepage to pick our current event.
Download or update from your favorite APP Store.”

Since this is also the ARRL National Convention, visit the many ARRL forums. Additional ARRL staff will
be at the show so stop by and talk to them. The Greene County Fairgrounds and Expo

Center has made improvements to the Flea Market area inside the track. The path as-
phalt pieces were combed and large pieces removed. A top layer of river gravel was - -
then applied and rolled. Additional rolling will occur prior to our event. Hopefully, this -
makes it easier and safer to traverse the Flea Market.

Please join us this year at the flag poles by the dining area on Friday morning at 10am
for an opening program. We will be joined with local officials and dignitaries as we
open the event.

Please be aware that you may have received an email pretending to be from Hamven-
tion and providing attendee lists. This email is NOT from Hamvention and if you look
closely at the content it says “Hamletian.” They try this scam each year.

Hamvention does not provide nor sell attendee lists. We value our vendors and atten-
dees and will never release this information.

If you received this email from them, simply delete it and do not respond to them.

On behalf of all our many volunteers, the Dayton Amateur Radio Association Board of Directors and my
Assistant General Chair, Brian Markland, N8UDQ, thank you for being part of Hamvention history.
Jim Storms, AB8YK Hamvention General Chair 2024
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ARRL Section News

Thanks to Larry Camp, WB8R, MI ARRL Section Manager

ARRL Club Commission Program

The ARRL Club Commission Program is designed to reward
clubs for encouraging ARRL membership and is a successful
program that can add some cash to your club’s bank account. It
is not difficult to do and the responsibility for administrating this
program is an easy task for your

club treasurer or other office holder. The club can earn $5.00 for
every ARRL membership renewal processed by your club and if
you have an individual who is a new ARRL member (new is
defined as never having been an ARRL member or has not been
an ARRL member for two full years or longer), your club can
pick up a crisp $20 bill for every new ARRL member that you
can get signed up.

The program is designed for your members to renew or sign up
through your ARRL Affiliated club. If they join on their own,
your club will not get the $$. See QST for more details.

Go Kits

With the spring weather upon us, it is a good time to check that
weather radio to ensure that it is in good working order with
fresh batteries. Now is a good time to air out that dusty ‘go kit’
to make sure that you have fresh batteries for flashlights and
other battery powered items. How about that HT? How good is
the battery on that radio? Do you

have a power supply that enables you to run off 12V DC or AC
and charge the battery if needed? Where is that Orange/Yellow
traffic vest? How about a jacket to keep you warm and dry and a
hat to keep the sun off you? Maybe some sunscreen. Do you
have an extra vest in your car? Do you have current maps of
your county and cities (if applicable)? How about a couple of
tablets and plenty of fresh pens to write with? Do you have a list
of repeaters for all counties surrounding your own? Are they
programmed into your mobile rig as well as your HT? Can you
remember how to enter a new frequency into your HT? Can you
put that frequency into a memory slot? Do you have a blanket
and some bottled water and some sealed snacks that could tide
you over if you end up out in the boonies

on assignment for several hours? You get my drift by now.
Preparation is key to a successful (and safe) deployment. Plan
ahead.....

MI ARRL Section Hamfest, Meeting
and Event Calendar

Apr 20, 2024
May 4, 2024
May 4, 2024
May 11, 2024
May 17-19, 2024
Jun 1, 2024
Jun 2,202
Jun 8, 2024
Jun 15,2024
Jun 16, 2024
Sep 7, 2024

Sep 14, 2024
Sep 15, 2024
Oct 5,2024
Oct 6, 2024
Oct 8-13, 2024

Oct 12,2024
Dec 1, 2024

Centreville Hamfest, Centreville, MI
Wexaukee ARC Hamfest, Cadillac, MI
Allegan County ARC Mini Swap, Dorr, MI
GMARC Trunk Swap Shelby Twp, MI
Dayton Hamvention, Xenia, OH

IRA Hudsonville Hamfest, Hudsonville, MI
Chelsea ARC Swap & Shop, Chelsea, MI
Yooper Hamfest, Newberry, MI

Midland ARC Hamfest, Midland, MI
Monroe Hamfest, Monroe, MI

Branch County ARC Trunk Swap,
Coldwater, MI

GMARC Trunk Swap, Shelby Twp, MI
Adrian Swap & Shop, Adrian, MI
Kalamazoo Hamfest, Kalamazoo, MI
USECA Hamfest, St Clair Shores, MI

USA ARRL Radio Orienteering Nat’l /
IARU Reg. 2 Championship, Chelsea, MI
Muskegon Color Tour Hamfest, Muskegon,MI
L’Anse Creuse Hamfest, Troy, MI

NANCY, I LOVE
1 BOUGHT WALKIE-
YOoU A TALKIES

WALKIE -
TALKIE
SETF

BUSHMILLER.

- ERNIE
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The Mailbag:

1t’s not that often, but we sometimes do get mail. We recently received this letter:

I'm just getting in touch to thank the members of the GCARC... your amateur radio resources have come in handy.
I'm the activities director for our community center here in lllinois, and next weekend we have a licensed amateur
radio operator coming in to give a presentation to our members! He'll be teaching a class on how to get a Techni-
cian class license! We held this class last year and the turn out was amazing! | was surprised at how many younger
kids showed up! I've been putting together a reference guide for our members... you listed some wonderful web-
sites include, so | wanted to let you know how much you've helped us! We really appreciate it! | also wanted to pass
along this reading on Ham Radio for Beginners: www.aaastateofplay.com/all-about-ham-radio-for-beginners/

Not only is there some great information on the history and evolution of amateur radio, but there are some excel-
lent glossary of terms, study guides and even online quizzes for obtaining your radio license! My student volunteer
Conner found it and thought it would make a really fun addition! Will you include it on your page for us?
gcarc.club/resourses%2Fclubs

Conner is volunteering his time with us for class credit at school, so I'd love to share this with his teacher if you add
it. The next round of report cards come out on Friday the 26th and he could really use some help. Can you let me
know if you use it?

Thank you again!

Annie Pruitt

Harrison Park Community Center
Harrison Park, IL

Thanks, Annie, for your support of our club and for Amateur Radio. Please write us back and let us know how Conner’s
class goes. -ed.

Do you have comments, questions or suggestions? How about a resource that you’d like to share?

Please write us at gcarc.wireless@gmail.com

We’d love to hear from you.

PLUGGERS
Centant
potast Aency. LiC
Thanks to
oseph Koskovics
A Heavy Sad Heart e ok
Write to: Pluggers
P. 0. Box ﬂ%ﬁ'l
28042
7 r [
; CFLY
Dear Fellow Hams and Friends, | want to thank al of our employees who have helped buid this company with
April 25, 2024 me over lhe years. We have meny employees who have made MFJ their
Dear Fellow Hams and Friends, career for 10, 20, 30, 40 and more years.

Itis with a sad heart as | write this letter.

We are going o confinue to sell MFJ products past May 17, 2024, We have
alot of stock on hand. We will continue to offer repair service work for out-of-

As many of you hava heard by now, MFJ is ceasing its on-site praducticn in :
warranty and in-warranty unils for the foreseeable future.

Slarkville, Mississippi on May 17, 2024. This is also the same for our sisler
companies' Ameritron, Hygain, Cusheraft, Mirage and Vectranics,
Finally, a special thanks to all of our customers and our dealers who have

Times have changed since | started this business 52 years ago. Our product made MFJ & worldvide name and a proftable business for so many yeers. You
line grew and grew and prospered. Covid changed everything in businesses ll ere so much apprecialed.
including ours. It was the hardest hil that we have ever had and we never fully
recovered

Sincerely Yours, 735

Iurned BO this year. | had never really considered retirement but life is so

short and my time with my family is so precious. Martin F. Jue, K§FLU


http://www.aaastateofplay.com/all-about-ham-radio-for-beginners/
mailto:gcarc.wireless@gmail.com
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Trunk Sale
&

Swap Meet

Sponsored by:

Lucas County Amateur Radio Emergency
Service, Inc

50/50 Raffle

must be present to win

Sunday, May 5, 2024

9 AM-1:30 PM

OUTDOOR RAIN OR SHINE

More Info & Vendor Registration Info:
http:/swap.lucasares.org

Vendor Spot $10.00

419-405-3299 or swap@lucasares.org
Talk In 146.940/- (pl 103.5)

Toledo Speedway - 5639 Benore Road - Toledo, Ohio 46312
All Proceeds benefit the operations of the Lucas County ARES

$5 Admission

Photo courtesy ARRL

Photos courtesy W6TRW

Ham Radio License
Contact us at the
information listed

low.

Since 1978
46'™ Annual

Chelsea Amateur Radio
"Swap n' Shop"

Talksin: 145450 w/100 PL - WDEIEL Chelsea Repeater

Sunday, June 2, 2024
8AM - 12 PM for Public (NEW TIME!!)
JUST $5 entry! Under 18 free admission!

Ham radios, vintage audio gear, radios, records, gaming
devices, test equipment, parts and lots more!

CHELSEA FAIRGROUNDS

20501 W Old US Hwy 12, Chelsea, MI 48118
Plenty af parking with easy access from 1-94 and Handicap Aceessible

For table and trunk space reservations or information about the Chelsea Amateur
Radio Club, please contact:

Michelle Dye, KDBGWX, Secretary, Swap Chair

(734) 717-5660 or email: wdBiel@gmail com

Prices

Entrance Fee: $5 per person at the gate; under 18 free
Vendor Table Space Inside: $20 (includes one table)
Vendor Trunk Sales Outside: $10 per trunk space

All Inside and Ouiside spaces and Exira Tables are first come first served so make your
reservations earlyl
PLEASE NOTE: Any reservations not claimed by 8:00 am on Sunday will be affered to other vendars.

Vendors: Please make checks payable to "Chelsea Amateur Radio Club"
Mail to:
c/o Michelle Dye, KD8GWX, Swap Chair
PO Box 664
Manchester, MI 48158




