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The WirelessThe Wireless  
May2024May2024  

The Garden CityThe Garden City  

Amateur Radio ClubAmateur Radio Club  
PO Box 482 • Garden City, MI 48135PO Box 482 • Garden City, MI 48135--99989998  

Next Meeting:   
Tuesday, May 21, 2023,  7:00pm 
Garden City Presbyterian Church  
1841 Middlebelt Rd. 
Garden City, MI 48135  

It is getting really close to the ShowTime! 
“The ARRL and 2024 Dayton Hamvention APP is now up and available. Find the current forums and ven-
dors information and plan your visit. Each year you need to create a login to see the current information. If 
you used the app prior to this year, be sure to back out to the homepage to pick our current event. 
Download or update from your favorite APP Store.” 
Since this is also the ARRL National Convention, visit the many ARRL forums. Additional ARRL staff will 
be at the show so stop by and talk to them. The Greene County Fairgrounds and Expo 
Center has made improvements to the Flea Market area inside the track. The path as-
phalt pieces were combed and large pieces removed. A top layer of river gravel was 
then applied and rolled. Additional rolling will occur prior to our event. Hopefully, this 
makes it easier and safer to traverse the Flea Market. 
 
 Please join us this year at the flag poles by the dining area on Friday morning at 10am 
for an opening program. We will be joined with local officials and dignitaries as we 
open the event. 
Please be aware that you may have received an email pretending to be from Hamven-
tion and providing attendee lists. This email is NOT from Hamvention and if you look 
closely at the content it says “Hamletian.” They try this scam each year. 
Hamvention does not provide nor sell attendee lists. We value our vendors and atten-
dees and will never release this information. 
If you received this email from them, simply delete it and do not respond to them. 
On behalf of all our many volunteers, the Dayton Amateur Radio Association Board of Directors and my 
Assistant General Chair, Brian Markland, N8UDQ, thank you for being part of Hamvention history. 
Jim Storms, AB8YK Hamvention General Chair 2024 
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ARRL Club Commission Program 
The ARRL Club Commission Program is designed to reward 

clubs for encouraging ARRL membership and is a successful 

program that can add some cash to your club’s bank account. It 

is not difficult to do and the responsibility for administrating this 

program is an easy task for your 

club treasurer or other office holder. The club can earn $5.00 for 

every ARRL membership renewal processed by your club and if 

you have an individual who is a new ARRL member (new is 

defined as never having been an ARRL member or has not been 

an ARRL member for two full years or longer), your club can 

pick up a crisp $20 bill for every new ARRL member that you 

can get signed up. 

The program is designed for your members to renew or sign up 

through your ARRL Affiliated club. If they join on their own, 

your club will not get the $$. See QST for more details. 

Go Kits 
With the spring weather upon us, it is a good time to check that 

weather radio to ensure that it is in good working order with 

fresh batteries. Now is a good time to air out that dusty ‘go kit’ 

to make sure that you have fresh batteries for flashlights and 

other battery powered items. How about that HT? How good is 

the battery on that radio? Do you 

have a power supply that enables you to run off 12V DC or AC 

and charge the battery if needed? Where is that Orange/Yellow 

traffic vest? How about a jacket to keep you warm and dry and a 

hat to keep the sun off you? Maybe some sunscreen. Do you 

have an extra vest in your car? Do you have current maps of 

your county and cities (if applicable)? How about a couple of 

tablets and plenty of fresh pens to write with? Do you have a list 

of repeaters for all counties surrounding your own? Are they 

programmed into your mobile rig as well as your HT? Can you 

remember how to enter a new frequency into your HT? Can you 

put that frequency into a memory slot? Do you have a blanket 

and some bottled water and some sealed snacks that could tide 

you over if you end up out in the boonies 

on assignment for several hours? You get my drift by now. 

Preparation is key to a successful (and safe) deployment. Plan 

ahead….. 

MI ARRL Section Hamfest, Meeting 

and Event Calendar 
  
Apr 20, 2024 Centreville Hamfest, Centreville, MI  

May 4, 2024 Wexaukee ARC Hamfest, Cadillac, MI  

May 4, 2024 Allegan County ARC Mini Swap, Dorr, MI 

May 11, 2024 GMARC Trunk Swap Shelby Twp, MI  

May 17-19, 2024 Dayton Hamvention, Xenia, OH  

Jun 1, 2024 IRA Hudsonville Hamfest, Hudsonville, MI  

Jun 2, 202 Chelsea ARC Swap & Shop, Chelsea, MI  

Jun 8, 2024 Yooper Hamfest, Newberry, MI  

Jun 15, 2024 Midland ARC Hamfest, Midland, MI  

Jun 16, 2024 Monroe Hamfest, Monroe, MI  

Sep 7, 2024 Branch County ARC Trunk Swap,  

Coldwater, MI  

Sep 14, 2024 GMARC Trunk Swap, Shelby Twp, MI  

Sep 15, 2024 Adrian Swap & Shop, Adrian, MI  

Oct 5, 2024 Kalamazoo Hamfest, Kalamazoo, MI  

Oct 6, 2024         USECA Hamfest, St Clair Shores, MI  

Oct 8-13, 2024     USA ARRL Radio Orienteering Nat’l / 

IARU Reg. 2 Championship, Chelsea, MI  

Oct 12, 2024 Muskegon Color Tour Hamfest, Muskegon,MI 

Dec 1, 2024 L’Anse Creuse Hamfest, Troy, MI  

ARRL Section News 

Thanks to Larry Camp, WB8R, MI ARRL Section Manager 
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The Mailbag: 
It’s not that often, but we sometimes do get mail.  We recently received this letter: 

I'm just getting in touch to thank the members of the GCARC... your amateur radio resources have come in handy. 
I'm the activities director for our community center here in Illinois, and next weekend we have a licensed amateur 
radio operator coming in to give a presentation to our members! He'll be teaching a class on how to get a Techni-
cian class license! We held this class last year and the turn out was amazing! I was surprised at how many younger 
kids showed up! I've been putting together a reference guide for our members... you listed some wonderful web-
sites include, so I wanted to let you know how much you've helped us! We really appreciate it! I also wanted to pass 
along this reading on Ham Radio for Beginners: www.aaastateofplay.com/all-about-ham-radio-for-beginners/ 

Not only is there some great information on the history and evolution of amateur radio, but there are some excel-
lent glossary of terms, study guides and even online quizzes for obtaining your radio license! My student volunteer 
Conner found it and thought it would make a really fun addition! Will you include it on your page for us?   
gcarc.club/resourses%2Fclubs 

Conner is volunteering his time with us for class credit at school, so I'd love to share this with his teacher if you add 
it. The next round of report cards come out on Friday the 26th and he could really use some help. Can you let me 
know if you use it? 

Thank you again! 
Annie Pruitt 
Harrison Park Community Center 
Harrison Park, IL 

 
Thanks, Annie, for your support of our club and for Amateur Radio.  Please write us back and let us know how Conner’s 

class goes. -ed. 

Do you have comments, questions or suggestions?  How about a resource that you’d like to share? 

Please write us at gcarc.wireless@gmail.com 

We’d love to hear from you. 

http://www.aaastateofplay.com/all-about-ham-radio-for-beginners/
mailto:gcarc.wireless@gmail.com
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