The Evolution of the
Post Offices In
German New Guinea
1888 — 1914

by Jerry H. Miller



GERMAN NEW GUINEA

23 D SCEIPTION DE’ I.A NOVVBLI.E GV'INEB

1l G I'.. - T S RS J}.H : 65 .
"Line4 A’qur ocnm ;
' R 5 g,
. . u 3 K‘ q .
| N b
i ovm Gm EA T S St

Nova GUINEA
ct Ins. Salomonis:

NEW GUINEA & SOLOMON ISLANDS
(French Afias ca. 1680)

Portuguese mariners first discovered the northem
part of New Guinea in the year 1512 with subsequent
voyagers of various nationalities making discoveries for
the next one hundred years

Because of the ferocity of the natives, dense jungles,
vast mountains and unhealthy climate, Europeans were
reluctant to colonize or declare ownership of the area.
it was first in the 18™ and 19* centuries when European
trading concerns and their respective governments
became interested in New Guinea proper and the
surrounding islands.

Although the German trading house of Cesar Godeffroy
& Son established a branch at Matupi in 1873, it would
first be in 1884 when the German naval vessel ‘Eizabeth’
raised the German flag there declaring the tenitory a
German protectorate.




GERMAN NEW GUINEA

CH LOGICAL HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

1793: British East India Company takes possession of part of New Guinea in the
name of Britain,

1828: The Dutch, who were already in the East Indies as early as 1611, annex the
western half of New Guinea.

1844: British Lieutenant York of ‘HMS Bramble' takes possession of the south coast of
New Guinea in the name of Britain.

1873: German Trading Company, Cesar Godeffroy & Son,, esfablishes a branch
office on the Island of Matupi.

1879: Godeffroy & Company becomes insolvent. A new company, ‘South Seas
Trading Company' (S{idsee-Handelsgesellschaft), is established in Berlin and
commits to take over Godeffroy's business acfivities & responsibilifies, with the
political support of German Chancellor Ofto von Bismarck. Concurrently,
other German trading companies, including ‘Hemheim & Company’, establish
branches on islands in the Bismarck Archipeligo and the New Guinea
mainland.

1883: The ‘German South Seas Trading & Plantation Company’ with government
support organizes an exploration expedition led by two well-known explorers,
Dr. O. Finsch & Captain E. Dallmann.

1884: German naval ship ‘Elizabeth’ raises the German flag on Matupi Island on 17
November 1884 declaring the territory a German Protectorate.

1885: German Emperor ‘Wilhelm |' issues an imperial charter to the privately-owned
‘New Guinea Company’ extending official rights fo govem, to take possession
of untiied land and to negotiate land purchase with the natives.

1884: Germany and Britain agree on the boundaries to their respective portions of
New Guinea.

1887: The 'New Guinea Company's’ ship 'Offilie' commences regular four-week
sailings between Cooktown, Queensland, Australia, and German New Guinea,
making it now possible for connections fo Sydney, Australia, and beyond.

1888: The German Reichspost opens post offices in New Guinea with the first ot
Finschhafen on 15 February 1888 and with others opening subsequently at
Hatzieldthafen (1 Apiil), Kerawara (4 April) & Konstanfinhafen (15 May).
German New Guinea becomes a UPU member on 1.1.1888. The ‘New Guinea
Company' commences regular sea parcel post service.

1899: The German Govemment relieves the ‘New Guinea Company’ of its charter
powers and appoints Rudolf von Benningson, the first Imperial Govemor.

1904 The colonial capital is established at 'Simpsonhafen’ which later changes its
name fo the native designation ‘Rabaul’.

1910: The Geman Govemment's administrative seat for the German Mariana,
Marshall & Caroline Island groups is moved to Rabaul.

1914: On 4 August 1914 England declares war on Germany resulting in Australia
organizing the 'Australian Naval & Military Expeditionary Force' fo take action
against Germans in the Pacific. Germany moves the Pacific Colonial Seat of
Govemment to Toma' (near Herberishohe). Between September-December
1914, Ausiralian forces occupy various locations of German New Guinea.

1915: The Australian Occupation Govemment deports all German civil servants to
Germany.

1919: The Peace Treaty of Versallles mandates German New Guinea to Australia.

1920: German planters & businessmen are expropriated and deported.



THE EVOLUTION OF THE POST OFFICES IN GERMAN NEW GUINEA

1888-1914

‘German New Guinea' encompassed the northeast portion of the New
Guinea mainland, the second largest island in the world, islands of
the Bismarck Archipelago as well as Buka & Bougainville Isiands

European Inhabitants: 1899=200 1914= 1400

of the Northern Solomon Island group.

‘Specimen’ yacht-issue stamps supplied by the German Reichspost fo the UPU;
{716) Specimen Sets/(143) quintuple sets + (1) for its Bureau distributed by the UPU fo member states on 5 February 1901,

EXHIBIT

This traditional-format exhibit presents the subject chronologically
through its forerunner & valid ‘Reich-issue’ postal usages, its own postal issves, all town
postmarks, postal documents & usages and related postal history, including missionary,
commercial, inter- & inland-colony, foreign in- & out-bound, sea-post as well as
World War | related mail with selected material beyond 1914 upon occupation
of the colony by Australian Forces, with an epilogue as closure.
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to a postal history example, chapter-start pages &
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MAP & TITLE PAGE,
POST OFFICE LOCATIONS

‘NEW GUINEA COMPANY'

FORERUNNERS & VALID ‘REICH-ISSUE’ USAGES
GERMAN NEW GUINEA POSTAL ISSUES
POSTMARKS & POSTALUSAGES

SEAPOST MAIL

SURVEY SHIP MAIL & ‘ZEPPELIN' EXPEDITION

OTHER MAIL...

WORLD WAR | RELATED MAIL

FIELDPOST

OCCUPATION & INTERNMENT CAMP RELATED MAIL

EPILOGUE
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BACKGROUND GERMAN POST OFFICES
(In Chronological Order)
Portuguese mariners first discovered the

northempart of New Guinea in the year 1512 mn :g::’
with subsequent voyagers of various Kerawara 1888-1890
nationalities making discoveries for the next Konstantinhafen 1888-1891
one hundred years Stephansort 1889-1914
Herbertshohe 1891-1914
Because of the ferocity of the nafives, dense Friedrich Wilhelmshafen 1892-1914
jungles, vast mountains and unheaithy Matupi 1894-1906
climate, Europeans were reluctant to m"‘d’“ ::‘::‘_::::
colonize or declare ownership of the area. It Aoy ot 1935
was first in the 18™ and 19" centuries when Etape 1912-1914
Evropean frading concerms and their Kaewieng 1904-1914
respective governments became interested Kieta 1907-1914
in New Guinea proper and the surrounding Maron 1910-1914
islands. Namatanai 1911-1914
Manus 1912-1914
Although the German trading house of Cesar Morobe 1913-1915
Godeffroy & Son established a branch at ;":::o "‘13;"‘"5
Matupi in 1873, it would first be in 1884 when & i (The ‘French’ Iskands) 1912-1914

the German naval vessel 'Elizabeth’ raised *Angorum 1914

the German flag there declaring the temitory *Erima 1914

a German protectorate. *Kurum (Karkar Island) 1914

(* Postol Siation pending/mail handied by Post Ofice
af Friedrich Wilhelmshafen)




Il. NEW GUINEA COMPANY

In 1885, German Kaiser Wilhelm authorized a charter for the “New Guinea Company™
giving it rights to govern, to take possession of untitled land, fo negofiate land purchase
with the natives on behalf of the German Government as well as operate Reichspost-
affiliated Post Offices established in 1888, when the “Company” aiso joined the
Universal Postal Union on behalf of the colony.

New Guinea Company ships moved the mail between the colony and Cooktown,
Queensland, Australia, from where the mail would then be sent to Sydney,
New South Wales, Australia, for ships sailing to Europe.

BETWEEN 1888-1892, HERETOFORE UNAVAILABLE PARCEL POST SERVICE WAS INTRODUCED BY
THE ‘NEW GUINEA COMPANY ' USING DEDICATED PARCEL-POST FORM-CARDS AT A FLAT-RATE
OF 5-MARKS PER PARCEL UP TO FIVE KILOS IN WEIGHT.

Initially cards were issued to the New Guinea Company branches with no

validation marking, but such was later reclified when a “New Guinea Company™
Service Marking was applied to validate those.

'NEW GUINEA COMPANY' PARCEL-POST CARD

Less than eight cards are recorded used with a small number
unused having a cachet validation Mark.




PACKING & SHIPPING
INSTRUCTIONS FOR
SHIPMENTS THROUGH
THE ‘NEW GUINEA
COMPANY’' TO GERMAN
NEW GUINEA

Instruktion der Neu Guinea Compagnie fiir die nach
Neu Guinea (in der Siidsee) zu verladenden Giiter.

NEW GUINEA COMPANY
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Ill. FORERUNNERS & VALID ‘REICH’ ISSUES

Upon German annexation of the New Guinea mainland (*Kaiser Wilhelmsiand’)
teritory in 1885,
THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT-CHARTERED ‘NEW GUINEA COMPANY' ESTABLISHED
THEIR HEADQUARTERS AT 'FINSCHHAFEN',

A POSTAL AGENCY WAS ESTABLISHED ON 15 FEBRUARY 1888,
with effective operation actually a few days later.

USAGE: 15 February 1888 - 19 March 1891
(unverdied)

German Reich 'Plennig’ Series
Early Usage of First German New Guinea Postmark

15 FEBRUARY/ 27 FEBRUARY 1888

Postal reply-card written on 15 February 1888, opening day of the German Post Office,
postmarked on 27 February, sent to Amsterdam, Netherlands, advising recipient
that a post office at ‘Finschhafen’ with UPU affiliation had been established.
Routed via Australia (purple manuscript marking). 68-day transit fime.

Transit & Armival Postmarks:
(Reverse)
“Cookitown, 5 March (1888)"
“Brisbane, 11 March 1888
“Amsterdam, 5 May 1888"

10 Pig + 10 Pig...
UPU International Postcard-Rate with attached prepaid (unused) reply card

Only known ‘Finschhafen’ forerunner usage to a non-German destination
& one of two known used forerunner reply-card usages.



Fl NSC HHA FEN Forerunners & Valid 'Reich’ Issues

The German New Guinea Company staffed and managed
the early post offices.
POSTAGE STAMPS & STATIONERY OF THE IMPERIAL GERMAN
REICHSPOST 'PFENNIG SERIES' WERE THE FIRST TO BE SENT
AND USED IN THE COLONY.

German Reichspost ‘Plennig’ Series

20 December 1888

23 February 1889

20 September 1889



HNSCHHAFEN Forerunners & Valid 'Reich’ Issues

German Reichspost 'Pfennig’ Series ...
Registered Heavy-Weight Mail Clip

~ ‘qp B - e

0 a )

19 FEBRUARY 1889

Heavy registered mail clip from the New Guinea Company,
postmarked at Finschhafen, sent to their headquarters at Berlin, Germany.

740 Piennig (RM 7.40) ...
48th-weight (720 grams) lefter-rate for mail sent
to Germany with 40-Pig franking lost/missing in fransit.

RM 7.20 = 20 Pig for each 15 grams +
20 Pig. = Registration fee

Unique: Gutter-Block of 14 on Registered Mail.



FINSCHHAFEN Forerunners & Valid 'Reich’ Issues

German Reich 'Plennig’ Series

21 JANUARY 1889

Cover written by “F. Hellwig”, postmarked at Finschhafen sent to Danzig, Germany,
n«wmmummawm ‘Ottilie’ by way of the new,
shorter, sea route of Soerabaya, Dutch East Indies, fo Genva, lialy,
from there by railway to Germany. 49-day transit fime.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Danzig 1, 11 March 1889, 6-7 PM"

Franz Hellwig, PhD
Explorer & researcher. After arriving at Finschhafen early May, 1888, he prepared
and conducted an expedifion fo the
‘Dark Mountain Range' of New Guinea in October, 1888,
and died in New Guinea in June, 1889.

Double-weight (15-30 grams)
UPU intemational Letier-Raie



F'NSCHHAFEN Forerunners & Valid ‘Reich’ Issues

German Reich ‘Pfennig’ Series Postal Stationery Card
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10 MARCH 1890

German UPU international postal stationery card,
postmarked at Finschhafen,
written/sent by “Fritz Rose"” to a fraternity brother at Marburg, Germany,
advising of payment of his dves & requesting a copy of the latest fratemity newspaper.
77-day transit time.

Arival Inscripfion:
(front/bottom)
“2nd pentecost Day, 26 May 1890”

Recipient's Reply Inscription:
(Front/Top)
“31 May 1890"/3 June 18%0"

friedrich (Fritz) Rose:
Imperial representative for Finschhaten & Stephansort between 1889-1890,
interim general director for the New Guinea Company in
German New Guinea between 1890-1892, Imperial Consul af
Apla, Samoa, by late 1892 and Consul General between 1895-1900.

10 Piennig...
UPU Intemational Postcard Rate
(Pas! Office Notalion ~18” {in red/upper laft comer)
indicating that card was 18" sold)



FINSCHHA FEN Forerunners & Valid '‘Reich’ Issues

German Reich ‘Crown & Eagle’ Series

INBOUND MAILTO “DR. MED. WEINLAND" ...
EARLY ‘GERMAN NEW GUINEA' PHYSICIAN

S aammeea - = - T ————

12 JULY 1890

Early inbound mail to Dr. Weinland, postmarked at Morsum, Germany, sent fo
“Stephansort" re-directed to Finschhafen.
97-day transit time.

Armrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“2 pentecost Day, 26 May 1890"

Carl Weinland:
Dr. Med. from Urach, Wirtemberg, departed Germany for GNG on 25 May 1889
and died (probably from Malaria) at Finschhafen early 1891

20 Plennig...
UPU infemational Single-Weight
Llefter-Rale



KERAWA RA Forerunners & Valid 'Reich’ Issues

A small island twenty miles east of Rabaul, located on the large
island of New Pommern (iater “New Britain”) and west of the Island of
New Mecklenburg (later “New Ireland”), initially settled by trading
company representatives but later abandoned because of
hosfile nafives.

USAGE: May 1888 - June 1890

8 SEPTEMBER 1888
Only known two-color franking/plece

Cent. Dv. Shover
fxp. Bothe

Exp Dr. Stever signed W. Brandes

29 JUNE 1888

Cover, postmarked at Kerawara, sent fo “Postmaster Rau” at
Senftenberg (Lausitz), Prussia, transit at Finschhafen on 7 July,
destination armrival on 26 August 1888.

58-day transit time.

20 Pig.. UPU Infernational Single-Weight (15 grams) Letter-Rate




KONSTANTINHAFEN Forerunner & Valid ‘Reich’ Issues

‘Konstantinhafen', located on the New Guinea mainland (‘Kaiser Wilhelmsland’).
south of ‘Stephansort’ on Astrolabe Bay,
was named after the Russian Grand Duke Constantine by the Russian
anthropologist, Baron Miklouko Maclay, early researcher.
Sisal hemp was grown and was the primary export.

Early in 1889, steamers of the ‘New Guinea Company' commenced routes from
Xonstantinhafen to Soerabaya, Dutch East Indies, later to Genoa, Haly, achieving
shorter travel time for freight and mail to Germany
compared o the former route by way of Cooktown, Australia.

A SHORT-LIVED POST OFFICE OPENED ON 15 MAY 1888
CLOSING ON SEPTEMBER 1891.

Wi
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USAGE: 15 May 1888 - 30 September 1891

Exp. von Willmann

12 MARCH 1890

Cover front, postmarked at ‘Konstantinhafen’, sentto Weissenburg,
Bavaria, Germany. Route Inscription: “Via Soerbaya, Genua”™

20 Pfennig ... UPU International Single -Weight (15 grams) Letter-Rate



HATZFELDTHAFEN Forerunners & Valid ‘Reich’ Issues
+ KONSTANTINHAFEN

‘Hatfeldthafen’, located on the northeast coast of the
New Guinea mainland having a good harbor,
but with LACK OF SETTLEMENT BEYOND 1891,
because of the climatic conditions.

USAGE:
1 April 1888 -
30 September 1891

21 JULY 1888

Early Usage Dote
Cart. BISH, Exp. Bothe

11 JULY 1890

Cover, postmarked at “Konstantinhafen” with “Hatzfeldthafen” fransit
postmark, transported with NGC Vessel ‘Oftilie’ to Soerabaya, Dutch East
Indies, with subsequent forwarding to Potsdam, Germany.
61-day transit time.

Transit Postmarks (renty  “Hatzfeldthaten, 19 July (18)90"
(Revense) “Soerabaya, 3 August 1890"
“Weltevreden, 6 August 1890"
Arrival Postmark: (reverse)“Potsdam, 10 September 1890"
20 Plennig ... UPU Infemational Single-Weight (15 groms) Letter-Rate

Only known example with “Hatzfeldthafen™ as fransit postmark
on a “Konstanfinhafen” origin cover



FR'EDR'CH WII.H ELMSHA FEN Forerunners & Valid ‘Reich’ Issves

‘Friedrich Wilhelmshafen' was located on Astrolabe Bay on the
northeast coast of the New Guinea mainland ('Kaiser Wilhelmsland').

IN 1892, THE ‘NEW GUINEA COMPANY ' TRANSFERRED ITS HEADQUARTERS FROM
'FINSCHHAFEN' TO 'STEPHANSORT' AND, FINALLY, TO ‘FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN' EACH
PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF IMPROVED CLIMATE AND LESS DISEASE POTENTIAL

A German post office opened on 1 March 1891 and remained open unfil
occupied by Australian forces on 24 September 1914,
with later town name change fo ‘Madang'.

USE: 1 March 1892 - 23 Sepfember 1914

German Reich ‘Crown & Eagle’ Series

Meu Guinea Compagnie.

T
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7 JUNE 1895 Cert. Joeschke-Llanleime

Four-color ‘New Guinea Company' commercial cover,
postmarked at Friedrich-Wilhelmshafen,
sent o Lauban, Silesia Province, Germany.

Armrival Postmark

(Reverse)

“Lavban, 27 July 1895"
49-day transit time.

4) Plennig...
Double-weight (14-250 groms) UPU Intemnational Letter-Rate
having one Plennig convenience over-franking



FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN

Forerunners & Valid ‘Reich’ Issves

German Reich '‘Crown & Eagle' Series

16 APRIL 1893
International-letter clip.

Fourth-weight (45-60 grams)
UPU Internafional Letter-Rate

Exp. Jakubek

17 DECEMBER 1894

Cover, from ‘Wilhelm Wendland M.D.’
ofthe ‘New Guinea Company’,
postmarked at Friedrich-Wilhelmshafen,
sent to Berlin, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(reverse)

“(Berlin) Post Office 18 ... 11 February 1895"
56-day transit time.

20 Plennig...
Single-welght (15 grams) UPU Infematfional Letter-Rale

Wilhelm Wendland, M.D.
Successor fo Dr. Hagen of the ‘New
Guinea Company' with arrival in 1894,
deported by the Ausfralians on
11 May 1915 along with the remaining
German Civil Servants aboard the
Steamer ‘Matunga’ with amival in
Germany on 30 July 1915.



FR'EDR'CH WILH E'.MSHA FEN Forerunners & Valid 'Reich’ Issues

German Reich ‘Crown & Eagle’ Series
Postal Stationery
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Curte postale — Union postale universelle
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22 DECEMBER 1894

‘New Year's Greeting Card’ written by (Postal Agent)
“George Binternagel” & (Naval Paymaster Trainee) “Fritz Sorge”,
sent to Berlin.

Arrival Postmark:
“(Berlin) Delivered from Post Office 64,
11 February 1895, 8-1/2-9-1/2 AM”
51-day transit time

10 Plennig ..

UPU Intemnational Postcard-Rate
applicable for mail fo
Germany uniil 1 May 1899
when a reduced rate look effect.



FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN Forerunners & Valid ‘Reich’ Issues

German Reich 'Crown & Eagle’ Series

17 FEBRUARY 1895

Heavy letter-mall from
postal agent ‘Oscar
Binternagel’, sent to

15 MARCH 1894

Oskar

Binternagek:
Employee of the
‘New Guinea
Company' and
posial agent for
the post office ot
'Friedrich
Wilheimshafen'
unfil 1 May 1895.



FR'EDR'CH WILH ELMSHAFEN Forerunners & Valid 'Reich’ Issues

German Reich 'Crown & Eagle’ Series

OUT-BOUND 'TWO PARCEL PACKAGE CARD TO GERMANY

25 SEPTEMBER 1895

Parcel post ‘form-card’ (with recipient coupon aftached)
for two parcels shipped by “Adolf Dassel" missionary with the Rhineland Mission from
Friedrich Wilhelmshafen, (rovted 'Via Bremen') o Barmen, Germany.
65-day transit time.

Label Attachment text:

“The recipient is required fo personally accept the shipment which
may include dutiable goods ... if not accepted within 14 days, parcel
is to be considered as undeliverable.

Imperial Post Office”

Transit Postmark:
“Bremen, 23 November 1895" (Reverse)

Delivery Postmark:
“Barmen, 29 November 1895" (Front)

RM 6.40 ... (2x) 5-Kilo parcel lial-rate to Germany
(26 Avgust 1893 lo 31 Jonuary 1900)



FR'EDR'CH WILH ELMSHAFEN Forerunners & Valid ‘Reich’ Issues

German Reich ‘Crown & Eagle’ Series
OUT-BOUND ‘SINGLE PARCEL' PACKAGE CARD TO GERMANY

28 AUGUST 1898

Parcel post ‘form-card’ (with recipient coupon aftached)
for a 2.4 Kilo ‘wooden box’ shipped from Friedrich Wilhelmshatfen,
(routed 'Via Bremen') to Hanover, Germany. 59-day transit fime.

Transit Postmark:
“Bremen *1b, 25 October 1898" (Reverse)

Arival Postmark:
“Hannover *1p, 26 October 1898" (Reverse)

RM 3.20 ... 5-Kilo parcel fiat-rate to Germany
(26 Augusl 1893 to 31 January 1900)



H ERBERTSHGH Forerunners & Valid ‘Reich’ Issues

located on the Gazelle Peninsula, southern side of Blanche
Bay, ‘Herbertshéh', in the midst of a rich plantafion area
and an important port-of-call for the
“North German Lioyd" Shipping line Route from Singapore
(via Matupi) between 1893-1900.

German Reich 'Crown & Eagle’ Series

USAGE: January 1891 - 22 April 1900

o Ay (56 ff/l.

Wity {M-M/MM W ERN

7/1, 4

15 JANUARY 1896

Newspaper wrapper (parfial newspaper atfached),
postmarked at Herbertshéh, sent to
(military -administrative-secretary) Max Bopp at
Stuttgart, Province Wirtemberg, Germany.

Arival Postmark:

(Reverse)

3 APRIL 1896 “Stuttgart B3, 29 February”
(1894 = Leap Year)
44-day transit fime

S Plennig ...
UPU Internafional Printed-Matter Rate
for mail up to 50 grams.

Only known wrapper sent
during the forerunner period.



H ERBERTSHéH Forerunners & Valid 'Reich’ Issues

German Reich '‘Crown & Eagle’ Series

MAILTO THE
INDEPENDENT
GERMAN STATE OF
WOURTTEMBERG

6 MAY 1896

Cover, postmarked
“Herbertshoh”,

“Stuttgart,
22 June (1896)"
47-day transit ime

20 Plg..

{2x 10 Mg.)
UPU Single-Weight
(15 Groma)
Infernationol
Letter-Rale

(d) Exp. Dr. Stouer

REGISTERED
COMMERCIAL MAIL

¥ APRIL 1897

Cover, postmarked
at “Herbertshoh™,
sent by “E. Alfmann™
to a mall-order
business at Berlin

Arrival Postmark:

{Revane)
“(Berlin),
26 May 18%7"
52-day transit ime

40 Pig..

{2x 20 Mg) ..
UPU Single-Weight
{15 Giorma)
Infemational
Letter-Rate +
registrafion lee.

(b) Exp. Jaeschke:
Lanteime

E. Atmann:
Widow & owner of
the Mortlock
Enterprises Group.




HERBERTSHOH Fodaiomaes i Valld *RRlEH Vs
German Reich ‘Crown & Eagle’ Series

Because of labor shortages for the growing number of
ns in German New Guinea, Chinese workers were hired in
China and other parts of Southeast Asia and brought to the colony.
Al!houghmmdthouwolkenwmlletdo.mm-da
evidenced with the mail below.

INSUFFICIENTLY ADDRESSED RETURNED MAIL

HERBERTSHOH
(Postmark Date lllegible)

Letter-front, postmarked at Herberishéh, written in Chinese, sent to China,
returned to Herberishdhe as a result of an insufficient recipient address.

Cachet Marking:
“Addresse Insuffisante / Insufficient Address”
(probably applied at Hong Kong)

20 Plennig ...
UPU International Single-weight (15 grams) Letter-Rate

Only known returned mail from China having the
“insufficient Address” cachet marking.



HERBERTSHOH Postmarks & Postal Usage
(Armrival Postmark)

USAGE: January 1891 — 22 April 1900

20 SEPTEMBER 1898

Postal stationery card, postmarked at Tsingtau, China,
transit via Sydney, Australia (24 October),
sent to “Robert Lewerenz"” of the New Guinea Company,
Stephansort, Germany New Guinea.
84-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Herbertshoh,
14 December 1898"

10 Pfennig ...
UPU Postal Stafionery Card for Intermational Mall

Robert Lewerenz:
Legal assessor for the New Guinea Company (1898) and later
fransferred fo Imperial Government Service
as posfal agent (etc) at Stephansort (1899).
Committed svicide (1901) upon authorities finding financial shorfages
al the post office.



HERBERTSHOH Foserinner Postal Doceiment

27 AUGUST 1898
Postal sack manifest document listing registered mail from ‘Herbertshoh' to Germany
with railway postmark “Mihlhausen Els - Aitminsterol,
9. October 1898", as an arival/service mark. 43-day transit time




H ERBERTSHéHE Forerunners & Valid 'Reich’ Issues

German Reich '‘Crown & Eagle’ Series

Postage stamps available in Germany were valid for franking in the
colony, despite not having been sold there and are designated
‘MITLAUFER' = STAMPS SENT TO THE COLONY BY MAIL OR BROUGHT THERE
BY TRAVELERS.

The 2-Plennig ‘Crown & Eagle’ Series Stamp issued in 1900 was a valve not
sold in the colony.

RE-DIRECTED MAIL TO SWITZERLAND WITH POSTAGE DUE & PENALTY

“Herbertshohe”, 14 MAY 1901
(Blue Postmark Variety)

Cover, postmarked at Herbertshéhe, sent to (Chemist)

“Dr. Eurich”, at Frankfurt/Main, Germany, re-directed to “Stachelberg”,
Switzerland, whereupon postage due equivalent-of
10-Pfennig plus penalty = 25 Rappen
applied in Swiss postage due stamps. 92-day transit fime.

Arrival Postmark: (reverse)
“lindthal, Glarus, 10 August 1901”

10 Piennig ... Single-weight lefter-rate (20 groms)
for colony-mail to Germany

UPU International Single-Weight Letter-Rate was 20-Plennig

Only known postage due re-directed mail, using ‘MitiGufer’ postage,
postmarked in blue from German New Guinea.



MATU Pl Forerunners & Valid 'Reich’ Issues

‘Matupi Island’ located in Blanche Bay at the entrance to Simpson Harbor,
location of the German trading company, Godefiroy & Sons, established affer
British Naval Captain Simpson had earlier anived with the
'HMS Blanche " in 1872. Missionary stations as well as a German naval
coaling depot were located there until 1914.

A POST OFFICE OPENED ON 1 NOVEMBER 1894 REMAINING OPEN UNTIL
31 JANUARY 1906
when the post office at ‘Simpsonhafen’ opened on 1 February 1906.

IO
USAGE:
b3 2%’06 —) | 1 November 1894 - 31 January 1906
*

German Reich ‘Crown & Eagle’ Series

20 SEPTEMBER 1897

9 FEBRUARY 1897

‘Gruss Aus’ card
written by ‘Max Thiel’,

st Deutjche Reichspoit

Hong Kong. m < D oftfal'tt'

Transit Postmark:
“Singapore,
March 2, 1897" 2An

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Hong Kong,
March 9, 1897"

Max Thiel:
Director & co-owner
of ‘Hemsheim Company’,
postal agent on Matupl,
known for his cordiality
and as the
‘Sultan of Matupi'.

10 Plennig ..
UPU Infermational
Postcard-Rale




STEPHANSO RT Forerunners & Valid 'Reich’ Issues

‘Stephansort’, known for its plantations located on Astrolabe Bay
on the north-eastern coast of the New Guinea mainland
(‘Kaiser Wilhelmsiand’). In 1892, the ‘New Guinea Company’
moved their headquarters from ‘Finschhafen’ to ‘Stephansort’.

A POST OFFICE OPENED ON 14 DECEMBER 1889
AND CLOSED ON 30 JUNE 1914,

German Reich ‘Pfennig’ Series

USAGE: 14 February 1889 - 30 June 1914

M

A %%a.
G

20 SEPTEMBER 1891

1 DECEMBER 1891

‘Lady's’ cover, postmarked at ‘Stephansort’,
sent to Wurzen, Province Saxony, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Wurzen (Sachsen) 1,
8 January 1892"
39-day transit time.

20 Pfennig...
UPU Intemnational Single-welght (15 groms)
Letter-Rate



STEPHANSORT Forerunners & Valid ‘Reich’ Issuves

German Reich 'Crown & Eagle’ Series

USAGE: 14 February 1889 - 30 June 1914

5 February 1900 (c) 21 April 1894 () 27 July 1893 (o)

5 April 1898 Ja)
Package Card Clip
Exp Bothe

21 January 1902

‘Mitlaufer Stamp
Not sold at German New Guinea
Post Offices; valid for postage
in any German colony.

18 December 1894 (a@)



STEPHANSORT

20 SEPTEMBER
1891

Cover,
postmarked of

40 Mennig ...
UPY Infermnational

Double-Weight
(30 groms)
Lettor-Rale

Forerunners & Valid ‘Reich’ Issues

INTERNATIONAL OUT-BOUND MAIL

P bd i b

8

28 MARCH 1897
Registered




STEPHANSORT Forerunners & Valid ‘Reich’ Issues

POSTAL STATIONERY USE

POSTAL STATIONERY
TO AUSTRIA

8 JUNE 1893

Sender-portion of
reply-card stationery,
postmarked at
Stephansort, sent by
“Pharmacist
Kunzmann" to
Vienna, Austria.
47-day transit fime
‘via Singapore’.

/“40 (f;—‘

TARSARNIENFENEERUSE

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
"Wien,
25 July 1893

‘/;i'z41 4« .I-'-?a e f/

2
—

SN ENEER

Pharmacist Kunzmann:
Arived in GNG early
1893 via Singapore
and Sumatra, Dutch
East Indies, four
months earfier (in text).

LEKE

UP-RATED POSTAL
STATIONERY TO
GERMANY

13 MAY 1894

Up-rated mail, written
by “Ernst Stellwaag”,
postmarked at
Stephansort, sent fo
Hanover, Germany

Emst Stellwaag:
Businessman having
amived in GNG in 1893.

Exp. Bothe

10 Plennig ...
UPU Iinfernational Posicard-Rate



STEPHA NSORT Forerunners & Valid ‘Reich’ Issves

REGISTERED MISSIONARY MAIL

-- JUNE 1897

Registered cover front, postmarked at Stephansort,
written by “Missionary Albert Hoffmann”,
sent to Neunkirchen, Germany.

Albert Hoffmann:
Ordained & Missionary in GNG
for the “Barmen Mission Society” in1892,
departure in October 1904 because of iliness.
‘Mission Inspector for the Society’ in Germany unfil 1942.

40 Piennig ...
40 Pig.. Double-weight (30 grams)
UPU International Letter-Rate
+ 20 Pig.. Regisiralion fee



STEP HA NSO RT Forerunners & Valid ‘Reich’ Issves

“RESERVE" POSTMARK .. 'POSTMARK TYPE 2'

‘Crown & Eagle’ Series &
Internal-Service Postage Stamp Usage on Mail

The heretofore postmark became damaged sometime early
1898 and returned to Germany on
20 August 1898 for cleaning & repair. Al the end of Decembery, it
was returned to the colony with the suggestion that it should
henceforth only be used as a “reserve” or back-up postmark.

Upon its return, “Postmark Type 1" (24mm Dia.), contrary fo the
Reichpost's recommendation, again became the primary
postmark while “Postmark Type 2" (2émm Dia.) became the

“reserve” postmark with littie use.

POSTMARK: 26mm Dater Dial having
three stars at the boftom.

USAGE: 1898

Money Transfer Clip
20 June 1898

Vi AUJINL L.

11 June 1898 1 July 1898
Overseas Postcard Franking Internal-Service Postage Stamp
3 ey



BERLINHAFEN Forerunners & Valid ‘Reich’ Issves

‘Berlinhafen’ located on the north coast of mainland New Guinea
(less than 100 miles from the border of ‘Dutch New Guinea’).

NEU - GUINE A USAGE: 22 May 1898 - 30 September 1912

X 801 g o German ‘Crown & Eagle’ Series

COMMERCIAL FORERUNNER MAIL
‘RETURNED-TO-SENDER’

GERMANY-BERLINHAFEN-
GERMANY MAIL

16 JUNE 1898

Cover, postmarked
at Bilstein, Germany,
addressed to “Selco”,
general delivery,
“Imperial Post Office
‘Berlinhafen”,
returned to sender
(? unknown addressee ?).

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Bilstein (Westt.),
19 August 1898"

20 Pfennig..
UPU International
Single-Weight
(20 grams) Letter-Rale

OUT-BOUND

ERIEXNREY

BE

=]
=
=
I
2]
2]
B
)):‘
=
o
=
=

L
|

POSTAL STATIONERY

20 DECEMBER 1898

Pofitarte ~  IWeltpoftverein 5= % UPU Postal Stationery Card,
YW, J | postmarked at Berlinhafen,
sent by “Carl Licker”
\ to Ulm, Germany.

Carte postale — Union postale uviverselle

Arrival Postmark:
“Ulm Bahnhof,
29 January 1899"
40-day fransit fime.

' Coarl Licker:
Local ‘Berdlinhafen’
businessman.

10 Plennig...UPU Infemational

Postcard-Rate,
(Valid unfil German Colonial Rate
fook effect on 1 May 1899)



BERLINHAFEN MITLAUFER' Mail

VALID POSTAGE STAMPS USED BUT NOT SOLD IN THE COLONY

28 FEBRUARY 1902 s
Registered postally-used cover, @ @ A
postmarked at Berlinhaten, - \ -

sent fo “Theodor Hentschel”, < =/
a renowned philatelist,
at Muskau, Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Muskau, 19 April 1902, 12-1 PM".

50-Day transit time. 7 e -u ohire
: Y" -:?‘) )
‘1,60 Selvedge 2-Pig Stamp has L e - 4

Elongated ‘e’ Plate Flaw

30 Piennig..
10 Pfennig single-weight (up to 20 groms)
lefler-rate valid for mail fo Germany

+ 20 Plennig registration fee

+ 4x invalid ‘vsed’ 10-Pfennig stamps
improperly added & postmarked



IV. GERMAN NEW GUINEA POSTAL ISSUES

FIRST REGULAR STAMP ISSUE 1897/1899

GERMAN REICH ‘CROWN & EAGLE' SERIES
WITH TWO-LINE “DEUTSCH NEU-GUINEA™
OVERPRINT

In February 1897, a
LIMITED PRINTING
(800 stamps)
of the first regular issue of German New Guinea was
PREPARED FOR THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION AT
BERN, SWITZERLAND,
and differentiates itself with a heavier & more intensive
overprint along with the 3-Ptennig in middie-brown
shade compared fo the subsequently produced
stamps of the series.

Exp, Bothe, Cert, Dr. Hortung



GERMAN NEW GUINEA POSTAL ISSUES

FIRST TAMP | 1897/1899

GERMAN REICH 'CROWN & EAGLE" SERIES
WITH TWO-LINE “DEUTSCH MEN-CIINEA"
OVERPRINT

Yellow Red-Brown




GERMAN NEW GUINEA POSTAL ISSUES

FIRST RE TAMP ISSUE 1897/1899

GERMAN REICH ‘CROWN & EAGLE' SERIES
WITH TWO-LINE “DEUTSCH NEU-GUINEA"
OVERPRINT

GUTTER PAIRS

(o)

— T

EEETERRT TR AR R OO




GERMAN NEW GUINEA POSTAL ISSUES

EGULAR STAMP ISSUE 1897/1899

GERMAN REICH ‘CROWN & EAGLE' SERIES
WITH TWO-LINE “DEUTSCH NEU-GUINEA"
OVERPRINT

PRINTING FLAW VARIETIES
(Exp)

Open ‘e’
In "Guinea™
(Xin
Damaged oo day
‘e’ in “Deutsch”

Lty 15

oY a
(xm) >

Damaged '
in “Deutsch™
(X

Shortened 't'
in “Deutsch”
(X)

Unlisted
Shortened 'n’
In “Guinea"




GERMAN NEW GUINEA POSTAL ISSUES
FIRST REGULAR STAMP ISSUE 1897/1899

GERMAN REICH 'CROWN & EAGLE' SERIES
WITH TWO-LINE "DEUTSCH NEU-GUINEA"
OVERPRINT

Inverted Overprint..
From One Sheet (100) Overprinfed
(Cest. Jaschke-lantelme)

Variety II:

Indented ‘1" of

‘Reichspost’
(et

Varlety Il
Right-side of 'I'

In ‘Reichspost’
(Cerl)

Unlisted Variety:
Heavy Orange Spot
in Upper-Right Comer
Above T of
‘Reichspost’

Gutter Block of Four with
‘Stephansort’ Postmark on
Last Day of Validity for the
Overprinfed ‘Crown & Eagle’
Series of German New Guinea
(30 September 1901).
Exp. Stever



GERMAN NEW GUINEA POSTAL ISSUES
FIRST REGULAR STAMP ISSUE 1897/1899

MARGIN BLOCK : UNLISTED PLATE FLAW:
»VIllh Shgd Control Numbu Break in 'Banner Roll' right center

[ s :
. ‘ )
- :

)

8 FEBRUARY 1901
Complete set of the 'First Issue’ on over-franked registered postally-used cover,
sent to“Halensee” (8erin), Germany. 79-day hransit time.

Arrival Postmark: (Reverse) “Halensee ***, 27 April 1901..."



GERMAN NEW GUINEA POSTAL ISSUES

SECOND REG E 1901

‘YACHT' SERIES HAVING UNWATERMARKED PAPER

——

e

+

PLATE VARIETY

Inferrupted line under
the right ‘40" value Cuet.

O



GERMAN NEW GUINEA POSTAL ISSUES

SECOND REGULAR STAMP ISSUE 1901

‘YACHT' SERIES HAVING UNWATERMARKED PAPER
INSCRIPTION MARGIN STRIPS
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GERMAN NEW GUINEA POSTAL ISSUES
SECOND REGULAR STAMP ISSUE 1901

'YACHT' SERIES HAVING UNWATERMARKED PAPER

Siytzznaaany

s ===mee g -
22 g §
fissa a“_ﬂ 8

L




SHEETS OF THE 'ONE, TWO & THREE' MARK VALUES

.
-
-
.
.
~
-
.
-
.
-
-
-
-
-
.

Hesrrsnran

Mark’ values were printed in sheets of twenty,
with “Pfennig’ values printed in sheets of one-hundred stamps.
Printing quantities unknown.



GERMAN NEW GUINEA POSTAL ISSUES

THIRD ULAR STAM E 1914

‘YACHT' SERIES HAVING WATERMARKED PAPER
NEVER REACHED GERMAN NEW GUINEA BECAUSE OF WORLD WAR |

. |:y e - ,‘l 5
r 5 : /A '

s i} o1

Iatimmeetvieg |

OA l’
26:17 Perforation Holes
Greenish-Black/Carmine-Red
Type | Center
(Exp. Stever)

Ratsmorcestanrmy 1l

IA Al
26:17 Perforation Holes
Greenish-Black/Carmine-Red
Type Il Center

Patvrmrsmectusny |

25:17 Perforation Holes
Greenish-Black/Red
Type Il Center

(Exp. Steuer)

Type ‘BII' (1918)
25:17 Perforation Holes
Greenish-Black/Red

lustrafions Courlesy of Type lil Center
Michel Speciallzed Catalog (1. Boa)




GERMAN NEW GUINEA POSTAL ISSUES
THIRD REGULAR STAMP ISSUE 1914

(Three Printings: 1914, 1918 & 1919)

'YACHT' SERIES HAVING WATERMARKED PAPER
NEVER REACHED GERMAN NEW GUINEA BECAUSE OF WORLD WAR |

‘HAN' NUMBERS:

Flat plate printed stamp sheets or panes
have so-called 'HAN' numbers indicated either
on the right side of the sheet/pane or at the bottom.

Those numbers reflect the printing order or authorization
number as assigned by the 'Reichsdruckerei’ at Berlin

1914 Printing 1918 Printing

’

! S v I
O 8805

5]
B
H 134914 H 573918
1914 Printing 1919 Prinfing

|

,],

H 255214

O
FlL-0cger 1
O TR
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GERMAN NEW GUINEA POSTAL ISSUES
FOURTH REGULAR STAMP ISSUE OF 1919

3-PFENNIG VALUE OF THE ‘YACHT' SERIES ON WATERMARKED PAPER
WITH ALTERED COLONY TEXT
“DEUTSCH-NEU-GUINEA".
ISSUED BUT NEVER DELIVERED TO THE COLONY

H 212019

V' '
. . B
AP e g - b

[ S
LU T T T

HAN ... “H 2120~ 19"

HAN ... “H 3148 -19"

H 3148-19



FINSCHHAFEN V. POSTMARKS & POSTAL USAGES

PRINTED-MATTER MAIL TO GERMANY

10 JANUARY 1913

Printed-mafiter cover, postmarked "Finschhafen”,
sent to a clergyman at Fémenbach, Germany

3 Plennig...
Printed-matter concession-rale (up to 50 groms) fo Germany.



FINSCHHAFEN

REGISTERED MAIL
8 DECEMBER 1907

Registered cover,
postmarked
“Finschhafen”, sent to
(Building Inspector)
“Sommerfeldi” at
Gelsenkirchen, Province
Rhineland-Westphalia,
Germany.
65-day transit fime.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Gelsenkirchen *1q,
11 February 1908.."

30 Pfennig ..
10 Pig .. Single-weight
(20 grams)
concession lefler-rale
to Germany +
20 Pig .. Regisiration fee

Ne 836

Py Rt

1251

Postmarks & Postal Usage

COMMMERCIAL
MAIL

13 OCTOBER
1909

Commercial
cover,
postmarked
“Finschhafen”,
sent foa
pharmaceutical
industry frade
organization at
Berlin.

10 Pfennig ..
Single-weight
(20 grama)
concession
letter-rale
fo Germany



FINSCHHAFEN

Postmarks & Postal Usages

INLAND-COLONY
MISSIONARY MAIL

9 JANUARY 1911

Viewcard,
postmarked at
Finschhafen >
(‘POLA’ Missionary B, Jow .7 91
Station), sent to ‘Regefta’ 9‘/m0rrr/bs¢ levte Trrpec
Missionary Station from the by Al 13t orar 7 ;

wife (“Charlofte Stéssel”) - " ol Drvevs &>

of one missionary to the $ o 1’1 ’7"/ y

wife (“Maria Blum") Gorcts 7/, o Ju..a: :”% ‘,
of another. )L‘?"' ~hes "/

< lvr "‘IE

Arrival Endorsement: don e ’w y;.. o /t..-_
“11 Janvary1911” L isrensoa it ol eetdl
- foi omn -t J,hﬂ“
Maria Blum: Fasy PO ... e ~,§ Ty i e
Wite of Missionary Wilhelm | -.. -.- , o ”/ .
Blum of the ‘Rhineland / *’/J -~
Mh’lonay Sode'y', on-’ *.}/? A W’w& j P
residing in German New /4 '/ /9/ ///74 ~ /,4,
Guinea 1904-1925. e seek Gz, v, M =
..kal ,md ’411/ Hrroa et . / . 5
Charlotte Siéssel: 2 ?/ ’jz)(, /.L g,/’/, ;C )"r//fc Eandp ‘2‘(‘,, :
Wife of Missionary Johann
Stéssel of the ﬂ' P /:%ﬁ?? o foet
‘Nevendeltelsauer
Missionary Soclety’,
residing in German New
Guinea 1911-1922
COMMERCIAL
. "’"""'o.o'm, MISSIONARY MAIL TO
s GERMANY
postcard rate.
5 FEBRUARY 1910
\ Postal stationery card,
D it Bﬂ posimarked at
ﬂ’d” xddm Finschhafen,
price inquiry sent by
poﬂ'tarte “G. Pilhofer” to the
renowned mail order
An

- firm of
a Z;; 1 / é » ‘Mey & Edlich' in
‘7 LIS -/ S 74 Leipzig, Germany.
. George Pilhofer:
'éf & &é&% . Explorer and Missionary
of the
“ ‘Nevendettelsauer
q),é/( : ' . ;%' Mission Society’,
W— - g A residing in German New
T A8 ~ Guinea 1905-1939.

Wetnang

A st Paarrieeirnt! LY P’ennlg
Postcard-rate valid for
” mail to Germany.



FINSCHHAFEN Postmarks & Postal Usages

PRINTED MATTER MISSIONARY MAIL TO AUSTRALIA

circa 1901-1913

Mailing label from a large heavy
(“Drucksache” = printed-matter) envelope,
sent from the Lutheran Mission at Finschhafen
to “Pastor Theile"
at Brisbane, Queensland, Australia

80 Piennig ...
16x 5 Pig = 800 grams
UPU Intermnational Prinfed-Maiter Rate
(5 Pig each 50 grams)



STEPHANSORT

Postmarks & Postal Usage

FIRST REGULAR STAMP ISSUE 1897/1899

3 PFENNIG VALUE

Olive Brown

Yellow Brown

Red Ocher Brown

UNION TOSTALE UNIVERSELLE
Deutsche Reichspost.
Neu-Guinea.

Drucksache. Printed Matier ®

g
|

5 APRIL 1900
“Gruss-aus"” view-card, issued by the German Publishing House
“Verlag..Die Reise um Die Welf" for mailing from German New Guinea to its clients,
postmarked at Stephansort,
sent fo Berlin, Germany. é4-day fransit fime.

3 Plennig ...
Posticard printed-matter rale valid for mail sent fo Germany



STEPHANSORT Postmarks & Postal Usage

“NEW GUINEA COMPANY"
COMMERCIAL MAIL TO GERMANY

5 MARCH 1900

Commercial cover, postmarked ‘Stephansort’, sent by “L. Wahnes" at
“Simbang” (location of New Guinea Company warehouse) to
Bremen, Germany. 45-day fransit fime.

Armival Postmark:
(Haller Machine applied arval mark)
“Bremen 1, 19 April 1900"

10 Piennig ...

Single-weight
{15 grams . Vaiid uniil 31 March 1900)

letter-rate valid for mall to Germany



STEPHANSORT Postmarks & Postal Usages

RESERVE POSTMARK USAGE
(Known Usage in 1898 Only)

(I { :"/————/
REGISTERED DOUBLE-WEIGHT .p'::{/ Tbtwrse - pman
COVER TO GERMANY jp"/ ‘7«4&1«4’%

16 DECEMBER 1898 B Mo

Registered cover, written by “Emst Krueger”, postmarked at Stephansort, sent to
Thorn, West Prussia, Germany. 46-day transit time.

Armival Postmark:
“Thorn 2, 30 January 1899..."

Emst Krueger:
‘New Guinea Company’ warehouse assistant at Stephansort between 1898-1901.

6x 10 Pig = 60 Plennig....
40 Pig.. Double-weight (30 grams) UPY Intemnational Letter-Rate + 20 Pig Regisiry Fee



STEPHANSORT Postmarks & Postal Usages

RE-DIRECTED MAILIN GERMANY

19 JUNE 1906
Missionary-related cover, postmarked at Stephansort, sent to “Missionary A.
Hoffmann" at Duisburg, Germany, re-directed upon arrival to
“Schonbach near Herbom", Province Nassau. 69-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Duisburg *1P, 25 August 1904"
(Front - Manuscript Inscription)
“27 August...."

Albert Hoffmann:
Missionary of the 'Rhineland Mission Society’ located on the Ashrolabe Plain,
German New Guinea, between 1892-1904.

10 Piennig ...
Single-weight (20 grams) lefter-iate
valid for mail fo Germany



STEPHA NSORT Postmarks & Postal Usages

IMPERIAL GERMAN POSTAL AGENCY RECEIPT FOR A CASH PAYMENT
ISSUED TO THE ‘NEW GUINEA COMPANY' AT STEPHANSORT

bt g -
‘y,,,,f,,,/,,é/ % W 00/ M

—— v

LS /%{ KN wrlich Doutache Postagentur

wnr/ ” r”/’ e
. W —— ¥ &G
an e 7 - N— (/ i Ve iJeetriear

Cr . y
,/ eoifignee vechitey gexahtl we wienm, aceuibor wocse 4 welleny.

S e
m%?yc?ég“@@m don ¥4 &/W// 5

20 OCTOBER 1913

Imperial German Postal Agency Payment Receipt for RM 600.00 issued to the
‘New Guinea Company' Administrative Office.

Two postal agency cachet markings (violet ink) as well as one from the ‘New
Guinea Company’, signed by Postal Clerk “Koppenhagen”.

Konrad Koppenhagen:

Arrival in German New Guinea on 19 February 1913, employed as freasurer &
postal agent for one year with the ‘New Guinea Company’al Slephansori,
and, thereafter as “"warehouse manager” residing in ‘Rabaul’. Later
discharged because of alcoholism, whereupon he moved his wife & child to
a rural area fo become a ‘trapper’ of exotic birds. After divorce, he
remarried, with property eventually expropriated by the
occupying Ausiralians, with deportation to Germany in 1921.



HERBERTSHOH Postinanks & Postal Usoges

Upon the withdrawal of the charter of the ‘New Guinea
Company' to govem the termitory,
NEW IMPERIAL GOVERNOR RUDOLPH von BENNINGSON TOOK OFFICE 1899
and soon thereafter transferred the company's headquarters
from Stephansort to Herbertshéhe, where there was a
larger number of seftlers and a healthier climate

| USAGE: January 1891 - 22 April 1900

1897/1899 “German New Guinea”
Overprinted Series ‘Crown & Eagle Stamps’

14 December 1898 11 Decomber 1898 12 Janvory 1898
light & Dark Viele! Utramarine

Deutfbe Reicbepoft
Pofttarte

?uwrﬁ'/a,nd'

5 APRIL 1899

Up-rated postal stationery card, postmarked at Herberishoh,
sent fo Kleinfurra, Germany. 47-day transit time.

10 Piennig ...
UPU Intemational Postcard-Rate;
25 days prior fo reduced 5-Pfennig
concession rate for mail to Germany

Wilthelm Wostrack:
Govemment civil servant, later station chief at Namatanai,
later assignment on Island of Nauru with arrest by Australians in August 1914,
deported to Germany in March 1915.



HERBERTSHOHE T T m——

USAGE:
22 April 1900 ~ 10 September 1914

T DEUTSCH
NEU-GUINEA

- 2%9 -

‘PFENNIG & MARK’ VALUES OF THE
"'YACHT' ISSUE FOR GERMAN NEW GUINEA WITH ‘HERBERTSHOHE' POSTMARKS



HERBERTSHOHE Poidiicii & Posicl Dacies

OFFICIAL POST OFFICE MAIL
New Guinea to Germany

9 OCTOBER 1902

Official free-frank post office mail,
postmarked at Herbertshohe,
with official validation seal (reverse),
sent fo the
Imperial Post Office at Berlin.
57-day transit time.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:

(Reverse)

“Brisbane, 3 November 1902"
“Berlin, 6 December 1902"



HERBERTSHOHE

INLAND
REGISTERED
COMMERCIAL
MAIL

1 FEBRUARY 1907

Commercial
registered cover,
sent from local
branch of
‘Hernsheim &

Postmarks & Postal Usages
Inland & B.N.G. Registered Mail

REGISTERED
COMMERCIAL
MAIL TO BRITISH
NEW GUINEA
(PAPUA)

3 JULY 1909

Registered
commercial cover,
sent from ‘New
‘Guinea Company’




HERBERTSHOHE Rastisio h okl g

TRIPLE WEIGHT MISSIONARY MAIL
TO FRANCE

16 DECEMBER 1902

Triple-weight cover, postmarked at Herberishéhe,
sent fo Beaumont sur-Sarthe, France.
44-day fransit time.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Beuvamont sur-Sarthe, Sarthe
29. January 1903"

30 Pig. pair = 60 Plg...
Triple (45 grams) UPU International Lefter-Rate



HERBERTSHOHE Postincra 8, Postal Uiciges

RE-DIRECTED INTERNATIONAL MAIL

‘MISSENT'
AMERICA-BOUND MAIL

28 DECEMBER 1903

‘Gruss-Aus

Deutsch-Neu-Guinea’
Postcard, sent 2n

fo Brooklyn, New York, 7\ ' !
“Missent to Brisbane™, £
re-forwarded.
40-day transit fime.

Arival Postmark:
('Infernational Postal Machine’
Marking )

"Brooklyn, N.Y. Sta.. W,
6 February 1904, 7:30 PM"

Taebadrunk FA Y, Frankind s M.

10 Plennig ...

UPU Intemational
Posicard-Rale,

GERMANY-BOUND MAIL
RE-DIRECTED TO BELGIUM
WITH ADDED POSTAGE

12 JUNE 1909

Cover. postmarked at
Herberishéhe, sent to
Hersfeld, Germany,
re-directed fo
“Hotel Royal des Rains™
at Marickerke (Ostende),
Belgium (reverse),
with added postage for
forwarding to Belgium.

Service Markings:
Hersfeld:
(manuscript):

“25 July ---"
{postmark)
“Hersfeld, 25 July 1909"

Ostende:

(Reverse)
“Ostende Arrivee, ...
10 Plennig... --- 1909"

Single -weight (20 grams) letter-rate for mail fo Germany.

+ added.. 10 Plennig...
Single-weight (20 groms) o meet UPU Infemational Letter-Rate (20 Mg)
to Belgium.




HERBERTSHOHE Poshiskiind Postel Usiges

PRINTED-MATTER MAIL

REGISTERED PRINTED-MATTER
PROVISIONAL
REGISTRATION-LABEL

The 'MATUPI' Post Office was
renamed In 1906 with the remaining
postage & labels fransfemred fo the
‘Herbertshéhe' Post Office with
remaining stocks of registrafion
labels having ‘Malupi' excised
and 'Herberishohe' inserfed.

5 SEPTEMBER 1907

Registered cover, postmarked at
HerberishGhe, sentto
(building inspector) “Sommerfeldt"
at Gelsenkirchen, Germany.
47-day transit time.

Arival postmark:

(Reverse)
“Gelsenkirchen *1aq,
22 October 1907.."

25Pig..
5 Pig.. UPU International Printed-
Matter-Rate for mail up fo
50 grams +

20 Pfg... Registration fee

LOCAL MAIL
14 JANUARY 1911

Local
printed-maitter,
sent to the
‘Imperial
Government
Office' at
Herberishéhe.

3 Pig..
Single-Franking
Domestic
printed-matter
rate valid for mail
weighing
up to 50 grams.

Exp. Mansteld

T -l [T = ¥ = |



HERBERTSHOHE Foitiicns & Foola) Uitiges

OUT-BOUND POSTCARD MAIL

2 OCTOBER 1907

Postal stationery
card, sent by
“Albrecht Marggraff”
to his sister at
Berlin-Tegel.
45-day transit fime,

“Tegel,
16 November 1907

Albrecht Marggraff:
Amived in New Guinea
in 1893, employed as a

planfer’'s assistant,

soon refurned fo
Germany, with refurn fo
New Guineain 1897 fo

13 MAY 1912

View-card,
(‘Canoes of Tumleo'),
sent by “Alfred Liebske "
to Berlin, Germany.,

belween 1911-1912;
In 1913 with
‘Hemnsheim & Co., af
Kawieng.

5 Plennig..
Colonial postcard-rate for mall sent fo Germany



HERBERTSHOHE Pistinaite & Postsl Ukages
‘GRUSS-AUS BISMARCK ARCHIPELIGO' VIEW CARD

Ve —— S—

26 JUNE 1901

“Gruss Aus Bismarck Archipelago” view card sent by “Willy
Krause” to his (student) brother at limenau, Province Thiringia,
Germany, mentioning that
he would soon commence a “refaliatory police action” ...
61-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“limenau, 25 August 1901

5 Pfennig ..
Postcard-rale
valid for mall sent to Germany,
1 Pfennig ..Convenience ovei-franking

Willy Krause:

Police sergeant who parficipated in a number of “refaliatory
actions” during his posting fo German New Guinea, including the 1911
expedifion fo seek the murderers of the ‘Bird Trapper' named 'Richard’, who
was murdered by natives and buried. while his two nafive guides were
supposedly ealen by connibals!

As a civil servant, he was later deported to Germany In
1915 by the Ausiralion occupation government.



HERBERTSHOHE

Postmarks & Postal Usages

C.O.D. PARCEL CARD
GERMANY TO GERMAN NEW GUINEA

8 JuLy 1912

Four kilo C.0.D. parcel (Value =RM 48.45),
Customs Duty paid (Verzollt), postmarked at
Berlin sent to the ‘New Guinea Company’
at Herberishéhe,
routed by frain ... Berlin-Leipzig-Hof (Saale)-
Munich-Naples, by ship to Herberishohe.
60-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Herberishéhe, 6 September 1912"

RM 3.70...
RM 3.20.. 5-Kilo parcel-rate (via ltaly) +
0.50 ...C.0.D. Fee for RM 48.45

A e
€ Berlin s ,g




HERBERTSHOHE Postmarks & Postal Usages

IN-BOUND MAIL

IN-BOUND MAIL FROM
GERMAN EAST AFRICA

28 MARCH 1908

View-card,
postmarked at
Dar-Es-Salaam,

German East Africa,

Transit Postmark:
“Aden, é April 1908"

4 Heller...
(Equivalent = 5 Pig.)
Concession
postcard-rate valid
for mail sent
beiween colonies.

IN-BOUND MAIL
FROM TONGA

8 SEPTEMBER 1906

Photo postcard,
postmarked at
Nukuailcta, Tonga,
sent to Herberishéhe.
30-day transit ime

Arrival Postmark:
“Herberishohe,
German New Guinea,
9 October 1906"

One Penny..
Prinrted-matier rale




HERBERTSHOHE Fostmaniak Foskil Vsages

IN-BOUND & RETURN-TO-SENDER MAIL FROM GERMANY
POSTAL STATIONERY

POSTAL STATIONERY LETTER

11 APRIL 1906

Hildesheim postmarked
cover, sent to a planter
at “Gunam Tambu”,
Giselle Peninsula of New
Pomerania Island.

61-day transit fime “via
Munich" by rail fo
Genoa and by ship to
Herbertshéhe

Arrival Postmark:
“Herbertshdhe,
11 June 19046"

10 Plennig...
Domestic
leHer-rate vaiid
for mail sentto a
German colony. Text: *...in fhree boxes | shipped you 102 bofles of wine & liquor...
20 boffies of Champagne ...
fo arive with the Veuol"hlncoﬂdmwnd.

POSTAL STATIONERY CARD
RETURNED-TO-SENDER

9 FEBRUARY 1907

Steglitz postmarked postal
stationery card, sent to
Herbertshéhe, where upon
armival the recipient was
not known
{label: “Unbekannt"),
resulting in mail returned
to sender, whose address

is on the reverse.
60-day fransit time

German New Gulnea.
10 April 1907

10 Plennig..
UPU International
Postcard-Rate




HERBERTSHOHE

Postmarks & Postal Usage

IN-BOUND MAIL FROM BAVARIA TO GOVERNMENT SECRETARY ‘Paul Merz’

8 JUNE 1905

Cover posimarked at Schesslitz,
sent to Herberishdhe.
&1-day hransit time.

Armival Postmark:

Pofttarte
Weltpoftverein
Carte postale
Union postale universelle

Reinicke 4 Ruble. Magdebirg 1905

3 JULY 1906

View-Card, postmarked
Bamberg, sent fo

Simpsonhafen.
§3-day transit ime.
5

Postcard Rate vaiid for mail
fo the German Colonies.

29 JULY 1906

H7'Ne

!
e AN i

Viewcard, postmarked i

NOmberg, sent fo
Herbertshdhe.

75-day transit fime.

Special origin [
commemorafive i
posimark applied by o [ S8

‘Bickerdike’ Experimenial !
Postmarking Machine In
operafion af the Bavarian
Stafe Exhibition between

] May to 30 Ocfober 1906.

Arrival Postmark:
“Herbertshdhe,

German New Guinea,
12 October 1908

10 Plennig...
UPU International

Postcard-Rate

Paul Merz:
Imperial Government Secretary at Herberfshéhe,
later Imperial Stafion Adminisirator belween 1913-1914,




HERBERTSHéHE Postmarks & Postal Usages

IN-BOUND MAIL FROM THE
GERMAN NAVAL
COMMANDER
OF ‘SMS ZIETEN' TO THE
CHIEF-OF-POLICE
AT HERBERTSHOHE

2 DECEMBER 1908

View card of 'SMS Zieten', fishing-fleet protection-cruiser, sent by “Lieufenant
Commander Baron von Bdlow, at Wilhelmshaven Naval Base, Germany, to
“Police Sergeant Kempter” at Herbertshohe.

Adolf Kempfter:

Amived in German New Guinea in 1906, employed by the ‘New Guinea
Company', and funcfioned as the police sergeant at ‘Friedrich Withelmshaven'. In
1911, he esfablished a frading company with a pariner, Glasemann & Kempter,
on the New Guinea mainiand, where he later in 1914 became an independent
planter. His wife and their three children were expropriated and deporfed in 1921.

Baron Offo von Bdlow:

Although known as a naval commander prior fo World War |, his son, however,
born in 1911, having the same name, became a renown U-Boal commanderin
World War Il and later an admiral and fleet commander in the navy of the posiwar
Federal Republic of Germany.

10 Plennig...
UPU Infemafional Postcard Rate



FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN Postmarks & Postal Usages

The German Post Office opened on 1 March
1891, remaining open until Australian
Occupation of FWH on 24 September 1914
whose name was subsequently changed to
“Madang”.

(a)

|bi

FIRST REGULAR STAMP ISSUE 1897/1898:
GERMAN REICH "CROWN & EAGLE' SERIES WITH TWO-LINE
“DEUTSCH- NEU- GUINEA" OVERPRINT
WITH 'FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN' POSTMARKS

1 March 1892 -
23 September 1914

(a)




FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN Postmarks & Postal Usages

—jw

MWolhnuna / 'rf' j it/t&n m.n

(Strafie und Bansnummes)

21 MARCH 1907

Registered postcard, written at “Ragetta” by Missionary ‘Heinrich Helmich', postmarked “Friedrich
Wilhelmshafen”, sent to “Missionary Wilhelm Diehl”, ot “Bogadjim”,
via Post Office ‘Stephansort’, with arrival 23 March 1907.
2-day fransit fime

Heinrich Helmich:
Missionary of the 'Rhineland Mission Soclety’ belween 1894-1913.
Retumed fo Germany in 1901 because of Malaria; returmed to German New Guinea after recuperating.

Wilthelm Diehl:
Missionary of the 'Rhineland Mission Sociely’ between 1902-1913.

25 Plennig...
5 Pfg... Inland postcard-rate +

20 Pig... Regishration fee



FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN Postmarks & Postal Usages

INLAND REGISTERED MAIL

9 DECEMBER 1913

Registered cover, postmarked at Friedrich Wilhelmshafen,
sent fo the “Imperial Post Office at Rabaul”.

30 Plennig...

10 Plg... Single-weight (20 grams)
domesfic letter-rate

+ 20 Plg...Registration fee



FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN

NEW GUINEA MAIL TO GERMANY ROUTED "VIA SIBERIA'

14 JULY 1911

Postal siationery card,
written (5 July) by
(Catholic Priest/Prefect)
‘Eberhard Limbrock’, sent
to Esslingen, Province
Wirtemberg, Germany.

Eberhard Limbrock:
Catholic priest from
Ahlen, Wesiphalia,
Germany, served as a
missionary in China
1883-86, transferred to
German New Guinea,
working near Berlinhafen.
Later prefect of ‘St
Michael's’ Mission ot
Alexishafen (Deulon).

5 Plennig...
Posicard-rate valid for
mail o Gemany.

Postmarks & Postal Usages

“VIA SIBERIA' ROUTED MAIL WAS FIRST POSSIBLE
FROM GERMAN NEW GUINEA IN 1909,
with such mail fransported by sea to Hong Kong or
Shanghai, connecting with branch railway lines of the
Trans-Siberian Railway network, or by sea via Dainy.

\Via Sibirien

Deutfdbe Reicbspoft
Pofttarte

%me
iy . Spotanfabot

in

TMaknung
Tereue et Custbanm

.éMMMM- h( MJ

16 FEBRUARY 1914

Registered cover,
sent from the ‘Office
of Management of
the New Guinea
Company' fo
Berlin-Lichterfelde,
Germany.
38-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
"Betlin-Lichterfelde,
25 March 1914”

30 Pig...

10 Pig.. Single-
weight lefter-rale
{20 gearma) valid for

mail o Germany +
20 Pig..
Registrafion fee



FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN Postmarks & Postal Usages

DAMAGED & OFFICIALLY RE-SEALED REGISTERED MAIL TO GERMANY

2 APRIL 1907
Registered cover, postmarked at

Friedrich Wilhelmshafen
sent fo Leipzig, Germany, arriving in damaged
condition, with subsequent official resealing by the
Reichspost with a cachet mark applied on reverse:

(Translation)
“Damaged upon arrival af the Leipzig-City Post
Office, and, accordingly. officially sealed.

Witness..." .&umag: beim Briefpoutam
(Manuscript-signed by the delivering postman). In Luiprg ecrsnamgen dechald
Arrival Postmark: e B
(Reverse) G o
“(Leipzig) .. L13, 25 May (1907), 7-8 PM" G Bfiter,
30 Plennig. .. Reverse

10 Pig...Single-weight (20 groms)
lefler-rate for mail o
Germany +

20 Pig...Registration fee



FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN

OUT-BOUND POSTCARD MAIL TO GERMANY

Postmarks & Postal Usages

21 JULY 1904

Viewcard
('Village Scene’),

‘ "z "
sent to vy
Gnaschwitz, ¢ / y

- S 2o

7

Province Saxony,
Germany. =
V : S Dentfche Reidbspoft
Pofttarte
An

SRR

MWobnung
FRizshe b Db

5 Plonnig ..
Postcard-rale
valid for mail sent fo Germany.

21 FEBRUARY 1911

Postal card,
commercial mail,
written by 'Eberhard
Limbrock' of St.
Michael's Mission sent
to a business at
Hamburg, Germany.

Eberhard limbrock:

Catholic missionary,
ordained in China, who
armived in German New

Guineain 1896 and
functioned as prefect of
the 'Mission of S1.
Michael’ between 1909-
1912. In December,
arrested in late 1914 by

Australian Occupation

Forces and accused of
spying, later released,
although the mission
boat ‘Gabriel' was
confiscated for
smuggling food and
mall fo and from
Hollandia,

Dutch East Indies.



FR'EDR'CH WILH ELMSHAFEN Postmarks & Postal Usages

IN-BOUND MAIL FROM GERMAN
KIAOCHOW (Kiautschav),
CHINA

4 FEBRUARY 1914
In-bound viewcard from
Tsingtav, Kiautschau (China) to
“Hellmuth Baum".

ron ADDRESS ONL ./r :
Loy

Hermann Helmuth Boum:
Employee of the ‘New Guinea
Company' in 1914,
Convicted in November, 1714,
for selling alcohol fo Malayans.
His property expropriated in
1914... but he remained living in
New Guinea mainly from soclal
welfare. Murdered in 1931 by
nafives in the goldfields of
Bulolo, Morobe Province.

2 Cents ( = 5 Plennig)
Inter-colony posicard rafe,

Austral-Japan-Linie POSTKARTE — CARTE-POSTALE
des Waltpoatuerein « Union Postale Universelie.
Norddeutschen Lloyd,
New Ouinea
wnd Bismarck-Rrehipet,

s TOURIST MAIL TO THE
W ISLE OF MAN, GREAT BRITAIN
¢ 16 MAY1908
% 7L 4 4 — W”’VW ‘NGL Austral-Japan Line'
: View-Card,

/4/9 bies /(,¢¢7\-' <7<//*7 Lo sent fo the Isle of Man
o e

W/ Posicard -Rate
;‘t/' W % «%‘fﬂm Lefren
20/ 5/ 7/ = -

TOURIST MAIL TO THE a.... 5k
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ;ﬁ L
6 MAY 1907
View-card, sent fo New York, < %6 Y, 2

m"f'"i';"*md 7 o %M e
r i ..

man-eating cannibals...”
10 Plennig...
UPS Infernational g,
Postcard -Rate /’w ane Tl

Dorf Bogadjim,
Deutsch Neu-Guines (itelser Witvnimsiand)




FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN

Postmarks & Postal Usages

OUT-BOUND SINGLE PARCEL PACKAGE CARD TO AUSTRIA

17 AUGUST 1910

Parcel post ‘form card’ (without recipient coupon)
tor one 'wooden box' shipped from Friedrich-
Wilhelmshaten to Vienna, Austria, via Dresden

78-day transit time.

Transit Postmark:
“Bremen, 31 October 1910"

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Vienna, 3 November 1910"

RM 3.20 ...
Fiat-rate for 5-Kilo parcels from Germany
(via Dresden) fo Austria
(1 February 1900 fo 1 April 1914)

Dv Niterwidiune Seqdbeimpr, b sarsvhesd o_
rangin i Mdber

g o osde et )
o 5 “""‘b-&h&*l"““.’ Ly
 oa

Reverse = Cerk BPSB




FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN

Postmarks & Postal Usages

GERMANY-ORIGIN PARCEL SENT TO TRUK ISLAND, GERMAN CAROLINES,
RE-DIRECTED TO FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN, GERMAN NEW GUINEA

14 MARCH 1914

Parcel (‘form card’) shipped from Bremen, Germany, to
'Otto Paulisch’ on Truk Island, German Carolines, re-
directed to the recipient at Friedrich-Wilhelmshatfen,

having a ‘re-delivery charge’ of RM 2.00,
138-day transit time.

Arrival Posimari:
(Reverss)
“Friedrich Wilhelmshafen, 30 July 1914"

RM 2.40 ...
Flat-rate for 5-Kilo parcels from Germany
(via Bremen) to a German colony.
(1 Fobeuary 1900 4o 1 Apdl 1914)

Otto Paulisch:
Government office assistant at Friedrich-Wilhelmshafen
between 1913-14, later in charge of FWH Post Office until
he and his wife were deported o Germany
on 10 April 1915.

Only known re-directed parcel card from
Truk. German Carolines, fo German New Guinea.

B et By Degnted

Pojtsermenr? fiber Bie Wshindiguny

e e | ol b i 8 N

.

Quittung des Emplangers (bel Wertfendungan).

Winigind e deetiostainy (') Vagft de vaeass Sictantes.

Der : u*;:“ :
e . T

Name
S

W

e




FR'EDR'CH WILHELMSHAFEN Postmarks & Postal Usages

OUT-BOUND PRIVATELY-PRINTED POSTAL STATIONERY
ON ‘GRUSS AUS NEU GUINEA' POSTCARDS

’.

Frimaelc® Wihaima lafon

PoltRante — ‘@sltnupﬁnnrtin

Carte postale — Union postale universelle

| Poftkante — @sltvuvﬁmmin
| Carte postale — Union postale universelle

Lntoetbo %/)M/ﬁ/é/_%// |
R ;

26 JANUARY 1901

Privately-printed ‘Gruss-Aus New Guinea’ postal stationery of the
‘German Colonial House' Company at Berlin used for sales promotion .

Arrival Postmark (24mm):
(Belgian or French-Origin Experimental Mechanical Hand-Operated Postmarking Device)
“(Berlin)..Bestellf vom Postamte 19.. 28 March 1901"

10 Pfennig...UPU infemational Posicard-Rale and
5 Plennig... Concession Posicard-Rale valid for mail fo Gemmany.



MATU Pl Postmarks & Postal Usages

L
-~ 2?J6‘2, USAGE: | November 1894 -
00 31 January 1906
*

ey "o

Lab T

L

FIRST REGULAR STAMP ISSUE 1897/189¢%:
GERMAN REICH 'CROWN & EAGLE' SERIES WITH TWO-LINE
“DEUTSCH- NEU-GUINEA" OVERPRINT
WITH '"MATUPI' POSTMARKS



MATUPI Postmarks & Postal Usages

i T d

15 Bl |

R ——

SECOND REGULAR STAMP ISSUE 1901:
‘YACHT' SERIES HAVING UNWATERMARKED PAPER
WITH ‘MATUPI' POSTMARKS



MATU Pl Postmarks & Postal Usages

COLONIAL CONCESSION RATE GERMANY-BOUND MAIL

MAILTO GERMANY VIA
‘NEW GUINEA BRANCH
LINE' (Hong Kong)

10 OCTOBER 1901

Postal stationery card,
postmarked at Matupi,
sent fo Kiel, Germany,
routed to Hong Kong
with the
‘New Guinea Branch
Line' forwarded by
vessel fo Europe.
52-day transit fime,

Transit Postmark:
“Victoria,
Hong Kong,

29 October 19017,

Arrival Postmark:
“Kiel *1n,
1 December 1901"

COMMERCIAL
REGISTERED MAIL

1 OCTOBER 1903
Commercial

Matupi, sent by
“Hernsheim & Co."
o Stutigart,
Germany.
46-day transit
fime.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Stutigart B.1,
10 November
(1903)"

30 Plennig...
10 Pig.. Singie-
weight (20 Grams)
Colonial Letter-
Rate to Germany
+ 20 Pig ..
Registration fee



MATUPI Postmarks & Postal Usages
RE-DIRECTED MAIL

MAILTO THE UNITED STATES of
AMERICA WITH POSTAGE DUE

21 NOVEMBER 1901
“Lady’s Cover",
commercially
addressed, sentto
Bremen, Germany, upon
arrival

re-directed fo
New Orleans, U.S.A.

MAILTO AUSTRIA
26 MAY 1903



MATUPI Postmarks & Postal Usages

AUSTRALIAN-NEW ZEALAND MAIL

IN-BOUND MAIL FROM AUSTRALIA
23 JUNE 1905

Newspaper wrapper, postmarked
at Sydney, Australia, sent fo
“H. Rodafz" at Matupi.

Hans Rodatz:

Planter and station manager for the
'New Guinea Company' af Matupiin
1897. In 1898, participant and
researcher with the second ‘Ramu
Expedition’. In 1901, leader of the
‘Huon Golf Expedition’.

MAILTO
NEW ZEALAND

9 AUGUST 1905

Viewcard,
postmarked at
Matupi, sent to
“Mrs. Chapman

c/o His Majesty's
Customs House"
at Westport,
New Zealand.
20-day transit time.

Transit Postmark &
Arrival Postmarks:

“Wellington, N.Z.,

23 August 1905”
“Westport, N.Z.,
28 August 1905"

10 Plennig...
UPU Infernational
Posicard-Rale




MATUPI Postmarks & Postal Usages

Between 1903-1906, an
EXPERIMENTAL ‘BICKERDIKE' POSTMARKING MACHINE
was in operation at Halle, Germany. Such machine applied
a 'flag’ postmark to outgoing mail.

INBOUND MAIL FROM HALLE, GERMANY

9 NOVEMBER 1903

Cover, postmarked at
Halle, Germany, sent to
“Franz Hellwig" at Matupi,
arriving
26 December 1903
(reverse).
47-day transit time.

10 Pfennig..
Single-weight Colonial
Letter-Rate y
(up to 20 grams) // 2 Iy

valid for mail to the
German Colonies. Wm-{,‘?“c :

Postkarte — Carte postale/. b Ll\ 9 AUGUST 1904
Waltpostveréin — Union postale unhrm
Lovelerd-Lap — Corruspondenzkarte — V‘QWCC’(’,
¥aria korespondencyjna — Ko postmarked
deinfkasr: — [oat card at Halle, Germany,
aeteiom Wu sent fo
Ovsivemonfnoony yiuum HA BAPTA “Franz Hellwig” at

71-day fransit time.

oot /% Latdh |

5 Pfennig...
Colonial Postcard-
£ ) Rate valid for mail fo
....... éﬁ_ /// hr Z)@ré the German

\%wt/fﬂék(/{@ Colonies.

Franz Emil Hellwig:
Businessman & ethnologist researcher who parficipated
n the ‘German South-Seas Expedifion of 1908-10"



SIMPSONHAFEN Postmarks & Postal Usages

Located on the Island of ‘New Pomerania' (Nev Pommem),

‘Simpsonhafen’ was originally named affer C.H. Simpson, Captain
of the British Naval Vessel '‘Blanche’, who landed there in 1872

‘Simpsonhafen’, the capital of German New Guinea in
February, 1906, was renamed ‘Rebaul’
(native tribal name) on 1 April 1910.

On 12 September 1914
Australian Forces occupied and feok control.

USAGE:
1 February 1906 - 31 March 1910

‘PFENNIG’ VALUES OF THE
'YACHT' ISSUE FOR GERMAN NEW GUINEA WITH ‘SIMPSONHAFEN' POSTMARKS



S|MPSO NHAFEN Postmarks & Postal Usages

‘MARK' VALUES OF THE
‘YACHT ISSUE FOR GERMAN NEW GUINEA WITH 'SIMPSONHAFEN' POSTMARKS

All Exp.

}*waz/./z/.m.., <,

W %4
: | ‘R (ffu'"-?.'gl‘f.'.‘l'ﬁﬂ) 7 j .
/ e : Mo 978 ' M/{t =

12 MARCH 1910
Registered over-franked (RM 2.40) cover, postimarked at Simpsonhafen,
sent to Zeiiz, Province Saxony, Germany. 52-day transit time.

Arival Postmark:

(Reverse)

“Zeitz *1f, 3. May 1910"



SIMPSONHAFEN Postmarks & Postal Usages

COLONIAL LETTER-RATE FOR MAIL SENTTO GERMANY

28 OCTOBER 1909

Registered cover, multi-franking 3 Pig.,
postmarked at Simpsonhafen,
sent to Hanover, Germany.

30 Pfennig..
10 Pig.. Single -weight (20 groms), 10x 3 Pig..
Colonial Leffer-Rale
for mail sent fo Germany
+ 20 Pig.. Regisiration fee



SIMPSONHAFEN

Postmarks & Postal Usages

EXPLORER’S & OTHER COLONIAL MAIL W 2P, sz, 0F
TO GERMANY TEY Soionitns O

(@ / Lec /ﬂ/ MX £_ L
(
EXPLORER'S MAIL

. -4,:. 4'/ /“¢
A pa
1 SEPTEMBER 1908

Reverse of Card

a—ady

Postal stationery card
written by “Dr. Walden" at

“Lassuk/Kawieng” AT
New Meckenburg Island - - 4
o e Deutfde Reidbspoft
“Countess von Schrenck”, .
postmarked at - Pofttarte
Simpsonhafen.

47-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Oldenburg,
17 October 1908 .."

Dr. Walden:
Researcher/Explorer of the
German Naval Expedition

of 1908, who wrote this
card while encamped at
‘Lassuk”, a remote area on
New Mecklenburg Island.

5 Plennig...
Colonial Posicard-Rate
for mail sent fo Germany.

CIVILIAN MAIL

23 FEBRUARY 1910

Cover, postmarked at
Simpsonhafen, sent to
Aschaffenburg,
Germany, routed
“Via Siberia”,

a newly opened
shorter transit route to

Europe.

10 Pfennig...
{horizontal pair of 5 Pig.)...
Colonial single-weight
(20 grams) Letter-Rate
for mail sent to
Germany.




SIMPSONHAFEN Postmarks & Postal Usages

OVERSEAS-BOUND MAIL

MAILTO NEW ZEALAND

3 OCTOBER 1907

View-card, \
postmarked at '
Simpsonhafen, i

sent to [

New Zealand ... i R oL Lo : ot
“ (the) cattle (here) : [(}, é : &a ag W
...are such funny looking A T

animails”. i WW :

10 Pfennig... }
UPU International
Posicard-Rale

PRINTED-MATTER
MAIL
7 TO FRANCE
Austral-Japan-Linie_
des - Weltpostvaran - Ur URidh Postals Universalie. 30 OCTOBER 1909
Norddeutschen Lioyd, y ;,')’ Z\
MNeu-Guinsa ) View-card of the
und Blsmarchk-Rechipel. \ p

‘Ausiral-Japan
Line' of the North
German lioyd, sent
by
“Eugen
Faulenbach" to
Rouen, France
{general delivery).
47-day tfransit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Rouen, Seine
Infre,

17 December
1909"

5 Piennig..
UPU Intemational

Eugen Fauvlenbach: g
As a Government Public Health Assistant, Prinfed-Matter Rate

(less than en hext woeds)
Eugen Faulenbach amived in German New

Guineain August, 1907.

Upon Australian terriforial
occupation, he, his wife and two
children, were deporfed o Germany
on 7 May 1915,



RABAUL Postmarks & Postal Usages

EFEECTIVE 1 April 1910, THE HERETOFORE TOWN OF “SIMPSONHAFEN" WAS
RENAMED “RABAUL".
Although the post office introduced a new posimark hand-stamp to refiect
that change, registry labels did not arrive from Germany in time
for the changeover resulfing in use of provisional label.

e 0 e
B“’"J\*gz“ m‘
T Agapglsr

PROVISIONAL REGISTRATION LABEL USAGE
5 SEPTEMBER 1910

Registered cover, posimarked at Rabaul, sent to the renowned dealer
“Senf Brothers", at Leipzig, Germany. 54-day transit time.

Because of non-availability of registry labels,
the heretofore ‘Simpsonhafen’labels were simply endorsed
‘Rabaul’ for provisional use.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Leipzig 13,
29 October 1910"

80 Pfennig:
Triple-weight UPU International Letter-Rate
T RO SRS 60 Pig.
Regisiration Fee ............. 20 Pig.



RABAUL Postmarks & Postal Usages

With the expansion of Govermnor Rudolf von Benningson’s
administrative jurisdiction in 1910 to now include German New Guinea, the
Mariana, Marshall and Caroline Islands,

THE GERMAN ADMINISTRATIVE SEAT FOR THE NEWLY EXPANDED TERRITORY
INCLUDING GERMAN NEW GUINEA WAS TRANSFERRED TO “SIMPSONHAFEN",
located at Simpson Harbor, along with a change of the town name to “Rabaul™.

»pBAC
e
DEUTSCOH-
NEUGUINEA

USAGE: 1 April 1910~
11 September 1714

CONRETIRERRARDRREP R RIRLLRRREARER R

e i e e

‘PFENNIG & MARK' VALUES OF THE ‘'YACHT ISSUE
FOR GERMAN NEW GUINEA WITH “RABAUL" POSTMARKS



RABAUL Postmarks & Postal Usages
Geiman Consular Mail

IN-BOUND GERMAN
CONSULATE MAIL
FROM THE DUTCH

INDIES

31 DECEMBER 1910

German Consular
Mail,
postmarked at
Altevreden,
Dutch East Indies,
sent to the “Imperial
Government of
German New
Guinea" at Rabaul.

Transit Posimark:
(Reverse)
“Victoria, Hong

OUT-BOUND MAILTO A
GERMAN CONSULATE
IN JAPAN

22 JUNE 1911

Cover, postmarked at
Rabaul, sent to the

German Consulate at
Tokyo, Japan.
34-day transit fime.

Transit & Arrival
Postmarks:
“Kobe, 22 July 1911"
(Reverse)

“Moji, 23 July 1911"

“Tokyo, 25 July 1911"

20 Piennig..
Single-weight
(20 grams)

UPU Intemnaiional
Letter-Rate



Postmarks & Postal Usages
Local & Australian-Bound Mail

RABAUL

LOCAL MAIL USAGE

11 APRIL 1913

Postal stationery card,
postmarked at Rabaul,
signed “Schulz”, sent to

Plantation Owner “Emnst”,
hospitalized ot Herberishéhe,
advising him that “a room had

been booked for him af the

Rabaul (Social) Club for

Saturday night"”.

Edgar Ernst:
independent self-employed
plantation owner living since

1911 on the small Istand of
Djaul, located on northwest
coast of Island of
New Mecklenburg
(later ‘New Ireland’).

5 Plennig...
infand Postcard-Rate

COMMERCIAL
MAIL
TO AUSTRALIA

23 MAY 1910

Commercial cover,

Arrival Postmark:
(reverse)
“Sydney 2,
May 31, 1910”




RABAUL Postmarks & Postal Usages

COMMERCIAL VALUE LETTER TO GERMANY

15 MARCH 1913

Mutti-weight sealed commercial valve-letter
(RM 100.00 = 124 Gold Francs),
postmarked at Rabaul ,
sent by “Naval Lieutenant Breithaupt” to a business
at Berlin-Charlottenburg, Germany.
53-day transit time.

Transit & Amrival Postmarks:
Rabavl fo Hong Kong: “2 April 1913"
Yokohama to Marseille: “8 April 1913"
Charloftenburg (Berlin): “7 May 1913"

One Reichsmark (=100 Pig)...

20 Pig ... Multi-Weight (21 fo 250 Groms)
Letter-Rate

20 Pig ... Registation Fee

50 Pig ... Value-Letter Fee

(fiat rate to RM £00.00) Less than ten value letters known.
10 Pig ...Convenience franking




RABAUL Postmarks & Postal Usages

INTER-GERMAN COLONY/OVERSEAS POST OFFICES MAIL

MAILTO GERMAN
POST OFFICE IN CHINA

Carto postale — Weltpostvereln — Unlon postale universelle

posdenrkarie — Dopisnice — Karta korespondencyjna
~  Brichaart — Post card -~ Brelkort — Brevkort
Tarjota postal — OTKPTIVOR-DHOMO  — JUOUHCIIA - BAPTA

8 APRIL1912

View card & Easter

Greefings, written = ?L"
onboard HMS Prince : .

Sigismund (during : §

Manila-Avstralian o TaD

Voyage, postmarked
at Rabaul, sent to
“German-Asiatic

Bank" Peking, China.

<
34-day transit time. e =
Arrival Postmark: s e
“Peking, >R S
German Post Office, ~
14 May 19127 fom
n - —
30 SEPTEMBER 1912
UPU Postal Card,
ed af Rabavl, sent
by “E. Riediger" to “Paul
Merz" at Jaluit, German
1 S . ol = Marshall Istands,
B g ..‘:wznnzaumxmum}smw; - Y ﬂdﬂ::Ig:th ﬁﬂ::;:l‘gbCCk
= -~ Pofttarte —  Weltpoftvercin RSN (“Rudolf Seidler" et al)
E = Carte postale — Union postale mmiverselle 1 Ty Paul Merz:
= 2 - Arived in German New
= Guineain 1906 as
;: Provincial Government
3 Secretfary ai Herbertshéhe,
< becoming Station Chief af
’ )

Simpsonhafen in 1909
and President of the 'Rabaul
(Social) Club'.

In 1911, Merz fransfemred fo the
German Marshall Islands
and later became
Imperial Government Stafion
Chief af Jalui,

Rudolf Siedier:
First mochinist aboard the
Govermnment Schooner
‘Delphin’,

Ems! Riediger:
First officer aboard the
Govermnment Schooner
‘Delphin’.

10 Piennig.. UPU Intemafional Posicard-Rate



RABAUL Postmark & Postal Usages
CIVILIAN MAILTO EUROPE

MAIL TO SWITZERLAND ~ 2 .

8 AUGUST 1910 \f d m Deutfdre Reicbspoft
Up-rated postal o pofttatte
stationery card,

postmarked

at Rabaul,

sent to Burgdorf,

Canton Bern,

Switzerland.
35-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:

“Burgdorf,
12 September 1910"

5 Pig + 5 Pig = 10 Pig...
UPU Intemational
Postcard-Rate

MAILTO GERMANY
W—MM—WMl-UIwMH
S e L bk

T A o . A ot 28 SEPTEMBER 1912
fina —  OTRPLITOB-1CH0 —  JIONHCHA  KRAPTA

View-card,
postmarked at Rabaul,
sent fo
Kiel, Germany.

Based on text, sender
was probably a
seaman on a freighter
or naval vessel
docked at Rabaul.

5 Pig...
Colonlal postcard-rate
for mail sent

to Germany




RABAUL Postmarks & Postal Usages

IN-BOUND COMMERCIAL MAIL
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

28 FEBRUARY 1913

Commercial cover,
postmarked at Portland, Oregon,
sent to Rabavl,
“Bismarck Archipeligo™

5 Cents..
UPU Infemational
Single-Weight
(1/2 ounce)
Lefter-Rate



RABAUL

Postmarks & Postal Usages

(Reserve Postmark)

The heretofore ‘Rabaul’ postmark hand-stamp was returned to
Germany for repair between Apiril - early September 1913.

A ‘RESERVE POSTMARK'
was infroduced in 1913 and remained in use until Australian
occupadafion in September 1914.

Postmark:
29mm dater-dial having an ‘a’
in the postmark as well as
an ‘hour' time element.

Usage: 6 April 1913 ~11 September 1714




RABAUL Postmarks & Postal Usages
(Reserve Postmark)

INLAND PARCEL POST TO GOVERNMENT DISTRICT OFFICE ..
RABAUL —- FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN

10 JULY 1914

Inland parcel (4-Kilo) card, postmarked at Rabaul, sent fo the
Friedrich-Wilhelmshafen Imperial District Office.

Arrival & Customs Office Marks:
(Reverse)

“fFriedrich-Wilhelmshatfen, 12 July 1914"

“Imperial Customs Office..

Friedrich-Wilhelmshafen"
(violet color)

50 Piennig ...
Inland 5-kilo parcel-post rate

One of seven known inland parcel post cards.
Only known card fo a government office.



RABAUL

14 APRIL 1913

Postmarks & Postal Usages
(Reserve Postmark)

'VIA SIBERIA’ ROUTED MAILTO GERMANY

7JULY 1913

Registered cover,
sent by “Rudolf
Richter”,
postmarked Rabaul,
sent to Dresden,
Germany.

Rudolf Richter:
1913-14 Clerk in the
Main Office Import




RABAUL Postmarks & Postal Usages
(Reserve Postmark)

UPU-RATE
POSTCARD MAILTO
GERMANY

10 JULY 1913

Viewcard,
written by a sailor
aboard a ship of the
German Cruiser Fleet
visiting
for the 25™ Anniversary
Celebration of the
‘German Flag Raising’ in
German New Guinea
hosted by ‘Dr. Hahl' on
22 July 1913,
sent to Berlin,
Germany.

itk
f/ér»%m/ /Zﬂ’

O evtsohlond

10 Pfennig..
UPU infemational
Postcard-Rate

INTER-GERMAN-COLONY
MAIL

e 14 MARCH 1914

Viewcard, written
(on-board the Ship ‘Komet') by
“Otto Krahl”, attorney, and
“Emil Kempf", discoverer of
gold reserves in the Upper
Waria Territory, postmarked
at Rabaul, sent to

rmm M’m w Union postale universeallo
P jce — Kurts Korespondencyjnd
xm-m-&l umu - &mun — 'Post coed — Beefkort — Beevkort

‘/Z:lhnpuuc - Tldmj OTIPIATOR-HICND  —  ACIINHA  TAPTA
“Paul Merz"

AZ. i, ’7Y
/S-‘ / ﬁ&/ﬁt}m{uﬁa S
)n. MW'I—“ of Jolu, German Marshal

.
?\1—\4’ e W Paul Merz:
&m ‘Government Station
t; g g z Manager’
: £ T at Jalult, German Marshall
‘% Islands befween 1913-1914,
’\*‘ft, e arartdl-Touredn .

5 Piennig ..
German Colonial
Postcard-Rate valid for mail
exchange befween
German colonies.



RABAUL Postmarks & Postal Usage

(Reserve Postmark)

MULTIPLE-WEIGHT REGISTERED MAIL

27 OCTOBER 1913 y N
Registered cover, / \

postmarked “Rabaul”, 4 \
sent to Fissen, N
Bavaria, Germany. B
35-day fransit time B
('Via Siberian’ Roule), f A 3

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Fissen,

30 November 1913"

42 Pfennig
(14x 3 Pfg.)...
Multiple-weight registered
UPU Letter-Rate:

21-250 grams 20 Pig.
Regisiraiion Fee 20 Pig.
Convenience

over-franking 2 Plg.



RABAUL

In addition to postal matters, the
POST OFFICE OPERATED THE LOCAL
TELEPHONE SYSTEM & MANAGED
IMPORY/EXPORT CUSTOMS-RELATED
MATTERS.

The telephone system was
government-built with 25 phone
connections In Rabaul and 12in

Herbertshohe in 1913.

POSTAL RECEIPT FOR A TELEPHONE CALL

Postal receipt (17 November) for a
telephoning-fee covering a local
phone call from Rabavl fo
Herberishdhe:

80 Pig.

Post Office-Affiliated Documents

Fabaul iz 0.
Sluu el .4(-1." A 6tft un’: 055
prad
pon Mr. 16 i
ot .,..:..loﬁOhr

mit N, %
angemeld

L Y -(}Lc[»f___

Bemerlungen. €5 bedeutet: I (bringer
WV (BWoramwelbeng begollt), 2 (podifo
Unterbredung pevlangt).

4

’ . — o
- Bebthren I—?

Rame bes Beawtm:

XP (Serbefeufen begablt),
(Reeifady), ¥ doady § Wiinsteh

CUSTOMS DECLARATION FOR AN INBOUND PARCEL TO RABAUL

Wb ghett, Lien de “P“Z ﬁf’l’tbu and; Deutidland, . Lioo de destination 24 MARCH 1911
= 1. rlglno Allemagne, % S
e - u
Joll Ité rf[ g, fursdegetoaion  declaration for @
olfinfaltsertlirung. wearation en vousie e
Ve w g‘ t A5 pc:ccl sent by
mn'im “é%‘ M% } in %,. e“ w HProfes.:n:‘
&‘g' Dt “‘ Sqddaunng bed JInbalts, Gelamt- . | Wert im S:ph::dn
% htt Déaiznation de conteny, MW m [einzelnen} Wemer- s
m;g‘ nidyt Boridriften des Yeftimmungs- | Poidabrut | toraly Valear 2l fungen Province,
Bomhee, narury éo MﬂMiMcm Yingafien c;foﬁbcm (Nur qusgatiten, men| | ObC Mecklenburg-
aatton e -“:-' uam-nfalmm nnu[mm?lw'mt‘l‘ ;' 1. | (Btets auszufiilien) maﬁm’:m%ﬁi, - West Pomerania,
2 G 3 7 Germany, to his
: fi son, an officeron
/k/da% i ;’{4, % Jocke | board the North
Z ) B | German Uoyd
‘ / Freighter ‘Delphin’
i at Rabaul.
o - Parcel Contents:
B m. v 24 _wil * Blanket
rz * ) * Naval
Yame bes Wbjenbers __ Lers. LA sword-belt
Nom de A'mxpéditenr U/
g * Confectionery



BERLINHAFEN Postmarks & Postal Usages

‘Berlinhafen’, located on the north coast of
mainland New Guinea, was less than 100 miles
from the border of former 'Duich New Guinea'.

QNI

s,
NE%EU(E%(I::E?\ USAGE: 22 May 1898 - 30 Sepfember 1912

* B/2 *
00

1897/1899 "German New Guinea”
Overprinted Series ‘Crown & Eagle Stamps'

Double-Weight
Registered Mall Usage
&p
\”cm\x &am\p‘mdh‘ﬁ ¢

7. Melitlanse - (9«'4 Ve v Q{\\;&

@R‘k\mu

(O vl
,‘)cunmn)

23 APRIL 1899 Exp Bothe

Cover, postmarked at Berlinhafen, sent to Mainz, Germany.
85-day fransit fime.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Mainz, 17 July 1899"

50 Plennig...
20 Pig.. UPU Single-Weight (15 gromm) Lefler-Rale +
20 Pig.. Registration fee +
10 Plg.. Convenience Over-Franking



BERLINHAFEN Postmarks & Postal Usages

MISSIONARY MAIL SENT TO AUSTRIA

17 APRIL 1901

Stationery card, written (by Priest Lérks) at
Mission Station “Tumleo” on 3 April,
postmarked at Berlinhafen, sent fo Vienna, Austria.

Delivery Postmark:
“Vienna 82,
10 July 1901”

84-day transit time.
5 Plennig...

Concession postal card-rate for mail sent to ‘Austria’ =
same as if ‘Germany’



BERLINHAFEN Postmarks & Postal Usages

‘Yacht' Series Having Un-watermarked Paper
(Exp)

PRINTED MATTER MAIL
TO GERMANY

13 OCTOBER 1907

Newspaper (Printed-Matter) Mail,
postmarked at Berlinhafen,
sent to a physician at Bonn, Germany

3 Plennig...
Printed-Matter /
Colonial Rate

for mail up fo 50 grams/weight



BERLINHAFEN

LETTER MAIL
13 JANUARY 1908

Postmarks & Postal Usages

COLONIAL RATES FOR MAILTO GERMANY

COMMERCIAL
POSTALCARD

9 JuLY 1912

Postal stationery card,
written at

Arrival Mark:
(Reverse)
“6 September 1912"




BERLINHAFEN Postmarks & Postal Usages

IN-BOUND MISSIONARY MAIL.. RETURNED-TO-SENDER

B e

. —— e - e,

AUSTRIAN-ORIGIN REGISTERED MAIL
13 SEPTEMBER 1907 (" %

In-Bound Registered Mail from Vienna, Austria, sent to
Missionary Priest “Josef Reiber” at Tumleo/Berlinhafen,
arriving after his demise in 1907
(Label affixed upon arival: Verstorben = Deceased),
resulting in the cover being returned fo sender.
85-day in-bound fransit time.

——

D

AL ~o:..t A

S 'Th““ -[.‘ ‘4}“.-(
prag
L]
fF WE S ,
T
s
PN
S

G

Inspection & resealing at Vienna,
endorsed in red on cover reverse by Viennese Post Office.
59-day retumn transit time.

Reverse
In-Bound Routing:
Vienna-Brindisi (ltaly)-Post Said (Egypt)-Yokohama (Japan)- 20 b

Friedrich-Wilhelmshafen
20 Heller.. UPU Internafional
Single-Weight Letter-Rate

Return Routing:
e 30 Helles.. Regisiration Fee

Friedrich-Wilhelmshaten (Transit Postmark: 7 December 1907)-
Singapore-Brindisi-Vienna

Vienna Delivery Mark:

(Reverse)

“Vienna 85, Bestellt, 4 February 1908"



BE RLI N HA FEN Postmarks & Postal Usages

SHORT-PAID POSTAGE DUE MAIL

27 JULY 1910

Underpaid double-weight registered printed-matter (general delivery),
postmarked at Berlinhafen, sent fo renowned eye-nose-throat physician,
Dr. Rindfleisch, located in Weimar (Bismarcksirasse 1a), Germany.

Since franking was underpaid by two Pfennigs, postage (including penalty)
of five Pfennigs ('5' in blue pencil inscription/ ‘T’ = tariff/rate shortage)
was due from the recipient.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Weimar *1f, 14 October 1910"

3 + 20 Piennigs...
(Short-franked/should have been franked with 5 + 20 Plennig stamps)

Rate: 5 Pig.... Double-weight (100 Grams) printed-matter +

20 Pig ... Regisiralion fee
25 Plg ... Postage which should have been affixed



EITAPE Postmarks & Postal Usages

THE HERETOFORE TOWN/DISTRICT 'BERLINHAFEN'WAS RENAMED
‘EITAPE', A NATIVE NAME, ON 1 OCTOBER 1912

Records indicate that the German Post Office remained
operational until December 1914, but use of the ‘Eifape’
Postmark from August to December 1914 has not been verified.
Avustralian Forces first occupied the area in early January 1915.
Q,\TA h&
(DEUTSGH-.
NEUGUINEA)

30.11
120

1 December 1912

Txp Holman Glesecks

R (Duhm:-lnm ——— ‘
.ﬁ; e "No 346 ZATA Dy |

T LY

23 MARCH 1914
free-frank official post office registered mail, postmarked 'Eitape’, sent to the Imperial Post Office af Rabaul
Only known usage-type example



KAEWIENG Postmarks & Postal Usages

Located on the north-eastern part of the Island of New Meckienburg
(now ‘New Ireland’) at Nusa Harbor,
'Kaewieng' is less than 200 miles from the equator.

1 April 1913 o gt

Cover, postmarked “Kaewieng", sent fo a book dealer at
Leipzig, Province Saxony, Germany.

10 Plennig ...
Single-weight (20 grams) lefter-rate valid
for mail to Germany.



Postmarks & Postal Usages

KAEWIENG

OUT-BOUND ‘1914’
MAILTO GERMANY

2 FEBRUARY 1914

alay- Postkarte — Post Card
g — Warts Foresponduneyjun — Hrielhasr
ev s Prpvirt — DTRpbrost mtoua

Japan-origin
viewcard, posimarked
at Kaewieng, sent by
‘Alfred Liebske'fo
Berlin, Germany.

aeowluzi-a
',

1 Her

Alfred Liebske:
Employed as a
warehouse manager
for the ‘New Guinea
Company' belween
1911-1913 and lafer
employed wifh
Hermnsheim & Co. AG.

5 Plennig..
Concession Posicard-
Rate for mail to
Germany

4

UNOFFICIALOUT-
BOUND MAILTO
GOVERNMENT
OFFICES IN

GERMANY

9 FEBRUARY 1911

Cover, postmarked
at Kaewieng, sent
to Lord-Mayor
“D. Hinrich" of
Leipzig, Germany

10 Pfennig ...
Single-weigiht
{20 grams)
Letter-Rale
for mail

fo Germany

189759



KAEWI ENG Postmarks & Postal Usages

POST OFFICE MONEY DISBURSEMENT RECEIPT

d otz Quittung.

ot A000  —

fin ‘_V°"e‘“ ,{.M Kot ,.,,3’ /KW/L W”%/ / )

O fzmnmf

smd ”dw‘Kasse der Kaiserlichen Station bar und richtig gezahlt worden.

%/m Mg , den Z 4‘ v Em 190/

; il
,4““‘ '33,4{ 7‘0’4// /ﬁy /&y i
NEL :

K <4 Ji _,,-' L_/(’ QV/Z -
(0/1/14"71/ X

Suchdruchers Reinhiold Kidw, Deelin SW. 19,
)

24 NOVEMBER 1909

Duplicate official receipt, signed and posimarked by the Imperial Postal Agent “Ernst”,

acknowledging payment of RM 1000.00 from the 'Imperial Treasury Office’
to the ‘Imperial Postal Agency' at Kaewieng

Only known example




KIETA Postmarks & Postal Usage

‘Kieta’, located on the east coast of Bougainville
Island with its renowned excellent harbor, was a German
government administrative center for the
Northern Salomon Island Group.

Upon possession of Bougainville Island along with several other
islands of the Salomon Group in October 1886, a post office at
Kieta opened on 25 April 1907 and remained open unfil
Australian Forces' occupation on 9 December 1914,

» 0 50 100 150 200 Mies
= - et

USAGE: 25 April 1907 - 9 December 1914




KIETA

Postmarks & Postal Usages
REGISTERED COMMERCIAL MAIL TO AUSTRALIA

22 JUNE 1909

Registered
commercial mall,

Britain Corporation”
branch office to its
managing director
located at Sydney,
Australia.




MARON Forerunner Mail

Located in the Bismarck Archipelago, Maron Island is about one hundred miles
northwest of Manus Island and directly north of the mainland of New Guinea
(“Kaiser Wilhelmsland").

A German postal station opened there on 1 October 1910 becoming

an agency on 1 January 1913, remaining operational undil
Australian occupation in November 1914,

Simpsonhafen, 12 February 1910

Commercial cover sent by, planter and entrepreneur, ‘Rudolf Wahlen' on
‘Maron’ prior to its having its own post office, carried by vessel to
Simpsonhafen, postmarked, forwarded to Hamburg, Germany.

Rudolf Wahlen:

After amival in 1895, Rudolf Wahlen was employed unfil 1903 with ‘Hernsheim
Company’, whereupon he became a plantafion owner on Maron Island. In 1910, he
bought the assefs of "Queen Emma" for one million U.S. Dollars and became Director
of the ‘Hamburger Sidsee-AG". In 1911, he received the first aufomobile in German

New Guinea. In 1913, he sold his assefs and refurned fo Germany, remaining an
investor in his company. On 15 September 1920, his assets were expropriated by the
Australian Occupation Government.

20 Pfennig .. Double-weight (20-250 Grams)
lefter-rate for mail fo Germany.



MARON

Postmarks & Postal Usages

DEUTSGH-
NEUGUINEA

USAGE: December 1910 - November 1914
. 3.8

*

20 pPfg. Value
Single-Weight

Internalional Letter-
'VIA HONGKONG/SIBERIA’ MAIL - Sesiiaibime

3 SEPTEMBER 1912

Vlewcotd,b 2 pnﬁkﬁgNGKONG’ SiB\R\EN'
e | W

sent fo Dorimund, Germany. p /VA/&; et levta |

Routing: /"-793'3(/1/!./
Cachet marking (purple ink) r //
“Via Hongkong/Sibifien”...by ..\ /ot - 7
ship to Hong Kong & to Dainy, / —
by rail with the Trans-Siberian

“~
\/:7':&%4 Q/ o XSt
Railway Network fo Europe. .

10 Flennig ..

(,
UPU Intemational Y M""""""“’/
Postcard-Rate.

?441/:’ e M»;,-ﬂ:c"(vgl:w'g .
MRRON /f/ 4. -y

.
E
&

Exp Dr. tanfelme

26 DECEMBER 1912

Viewcard. postmarked
‘Maron’, sent by “Ofto
Paul”, government
medical assistant,
routed “Via Siberia”,
to Copitz, Germany.

34-day transit time.

Arrival Endorsement:
“Copltz,
29 Janvary 1913"

5 Plennig...
Postcard-rate valid for
mail to Germany.




Postal Documents

OFFICIAL POST OFFICE MANIFEST COVERING
FORWARDED PARCEL POST
SIGNED BY POSTAL AGENT TENCZIN'

MARON, 31 MARCH 1914




NAMATANAI Postmarks & Postal Usages

Located on the Island of ‘New Mecklenburg' (later “New Ireland”)
at Nabuto Bay about 170 miles southeast of
“"Kaewieng"”, primary town on the island,
“NAMATANAI" WAS THE ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER FOR THE SOUTHERN
HALF OF 'NEW MECKLENBURG' ISLAND.

USAGE:
17 December 1911 -
November 1914

-— - py b be
NI - N
PN 11 NI T
- - n-h'.'_"

2 JANUARY 1912 Exp, O, Stovwe

Cover, postmarked at ‘Namatanai', sent to Berlin, Germany.

10 Plennig .. (hortrontal pair of 5 Mg) ..
Single-weigh! (20 grams) concession lefter-rate
for mail sent o Germany



NAMATANAI Postal Documents

POSTAL RECEIPT FOR A MONEY TRANSFER

17 DECEMBER 1911

Manuscript postmarked postal receipt for a money transfer
(RM 35.40) sent from ‘Namatanai'to Rigenwalde, Germany.

Receipt signed by “Willy Steinemann”,
postal agent at Namatanai
commencingin 1911,



MANUS Postmarks & Postal Usages

‘Manus’, an island, part of the ‘Admiralty Island Group’ about
380 miles northwest of ‘Rabaul’ (fown on Island of ‘New Pomerania’,
later ‘New Britain') is about twenty miles wide and about fifty miles
long with rugged inland temrain.

A German Post Office opened on Manus on 6 December 1912 and
closed upon the island being occupied by Australian Forces
in December, 1914,

USAGE: 6 December 1912 -~ December 1714

6 JULY 1913

Postal stationery card, postmarked “Manus”, sent by “Willi Gevers”
to Beriin, Germany.

Willi Gevers:
Employed in 1909 as tug boat captain working ot Yap Island (German
Caroline Islands) and later employed with Hernsheim & Company on Koroniat, Komuli and Manus
Islands (German New Guinea).

5 Plennig ..
Concession postcard-rate valid for mall fo Germany.



MOROBE Postmarks & Postal Usages

‘Morobe’, a town situated on the east coast of the New Guinea
mainland about twenty-five miles north of the border with heretofore
British New Guinea. German administrative center for the
‘Morobe District’, famous for its gold deposits.

A German Post Office opened at Morobe on 20 January 1913 and
remained open until January, 1915, when Australian Forces
occupied the region.

ORO
Qeé‘

EUT =
N(gugu?,SEA) USAGE: 20 January 1913 - 11 Jonuary 1915

24 MARCH 1913

Cover,
postmarked
“Morobe"”, sent
fo “Teacher
Fr. Rietz”, at
Stendal,
Germany.

Manuscript arrival
date ..
“6 May 1913".
43-day transit
time.

“Riefz"

(Son of Fr. Riehy):
Commencing in
1911, Colonial
Government
Secretary of
Construction af
Rabavl.

10 Pfennig ..
Single-weight
(20 grams)
concession
letter-rate for mall
sent fo Germany.

Cert. Provinsky




BUKA Postmarks & Postal Usage

“Buka" Island, mountainous with mangroves in the lowlands and dense foresis

along with grasslands, is located to the north of Bougainville Island, separated
by a narrow passage of water, in the Northern Salomon Island Group.

Although Germany took possession of Buka Island along with several other
islands of the Salomon Group in October 1886,
A GERMAN POST OFFICE FIRST OPENED THERE ON 13 JULY 1913
AND REMAINED OPEN UNTIL AUSTRALIAN FORCES
OCCUPIED THE ISLAND IN JANUARY 1915.

-
.
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§

16 November 1914
{lotest Known Postmark Date)

Because of its localion, few European inhabitanis at the time as
well as short post office life, very few examples of “Buka”
postmarked mail have survived;
one cover and less than ten stamp examples known.

These unexpertized examples are back-dated,
probably in 1915 by Australian “Capiain Fry”.



DEULON Postmarks & Postal Usages

‘Devlon’, also known as 'Alexishafen’, located on the east
coast of the New Guinea mainland, “"Kaiser Wilhelmsland”,
approximately ten miles north of the town of ‘Friedrich-
Wilhelmshafen' and site of a Catholic Mission Station.

A German postal station opened at Devlon on
1 January 1914, located at the Mission Station, and closed on
29 September 1914, when Australian Forces
occupied the town.

Sutop
(DEUTSCH-
NEUGUINEA)

W75,
14

USAGE: 1 January - 29 September 1914

29 Seplember (1914)
Lost Day Usage

POST OFFICE OPENING & MISSION ADDRESS NOTIFICATION MAIL
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Cart. Dr. Lanteime

19 JANUARY 1914

Printed-Matter view-card, postmarked ‘Devlon’, announcing the opening of the
new postal ‘agency’ and the Catholic Mission's mailing address:
“Sister Ferdinanda, Catholic Mission, Post (Office) Deulon,
German New Guinea".

Routing cachet handstamp “Via Sibirien™ (Via Siberia) indicated but crossed-out
in blue color signifying routing was by standard sea mail.

3 Plennig..
Printed-matter rale valid for mail to Germany.



ANGORUM via Postmarks & Postal Usages
FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN

A German Govermnment station was established in 1914
on the New Guinea mainland at ‘Angorum’, located about
150 miles north of Friedrich Wilhelmshafen and
40 miles from the coast along the Sepik River.

As a result of World War |, a post office was never opened;
earlier mail was routed from/to ‘Angorum’
via Friedrich Wilhelmshafen.

IN-BOUND C.O.D. PACKAGE CARD TO THE IMPERIAL GERMAN GOVERNMENT STATION

25 MAY 1914
Five kilo weight in-bound C.O.D.(km24.45) parcel from P IR
Lobzig—?bgwlh(locaﬂandmﬁmuom'ﬂwl w : "*"““.'."_
Edlich’), Province Saxony, Germany, sent fo “Konrad IR A gq' f 1
Wolfrum" (Govemment Station Medic) at Angoram oA T Vs iy

via the Friedrich Wilhelmshatfen Post Office. _ T
Quittang dco Empidngers (bei Wertioadungen)
Imperial Customs Seal (on reverse) releasing the parcel PSR 2% S e SR .
through Customs. Posfal Clerk “Hoyer"” endorsed, dated
30 August 1914 upon recelpt of payment & the parcel
fransfer fo Konrad Wolfrum.

Arrival Postmark:
“Friedrich-Wilhelmshafen,
5 August 1914"

RM 2.65...
RM 2.40.. 5-kilo parcel
fiat rate ted via B One of fwo known C.0.D. parcel cards to Angorum.
0.25..C.0.D.fee




ANGORUM via Postmarks & Postal Usages
FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN

C.O.D. PAYMENT POSTAL MONEY ORDER

30 AUGUST 1914:

Collected payment of RM 23.70 (received by Postal Clerk ‘Hoyer’)
covering a C.0.D. parcel from Mail Order House “Mey & Edlich”, Leipzig-Plagwitz, Germany,
sent fo “Konrad Wolfrum” and collected from him on 30 August for remittance fo the sender.
Before the payment could be transferred, Australian Forces

had occupied the town resulting in payment coupon remaining fied to the card.

Payment Receipt Postmark:
“Friedrich-Wilhelmshafen, 30 August 1914"

Friedrich Hoyer & Konrad Wolfrum:
Postal Clerk ‘Friedrich Hoyer’ and parcel recipient (and government medic),
‘Konrad Wolfrum' were anested after Australian occupation in September, 1914,
and deported in 1915, as “enemy civil servanis” to Germany.

One of four such used COD Overseas Postal Form examples known.



ERIMA via Postmarks & Postal Usages
FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN & STEPHANSORT

The 'New Guinea Company’ established a plantation at ‘Erima’, considered an insignificant
location near the town of Stephansort on mainland New Guinea.

A German post office never opened at Erima, with mail routed through Stephansort and
subsequently by postal steamer through Friedrich Wilhelmshafen.
In-bound parcel post was processed through
Friedrich Wilhelmshafen, location of the Imperial Customs.

IN-BOUND C.O.D.
PACKAGE SENT TO THE
‘NEW GUINEA COMPANY’
AT
“ERIMA - POST OFFICE
STEPHANSORT"

28 APRIL1914

in-bound C.0.D. k™ 15.00) parcel from Dresden to “Planter Ernst
Teufer" at ‘Erima’ via the Stephansort Post Office
with routing by railway Dresden/Leipzig/Hof/Munich
to Naples and from there by postal steamer
to Friedrich Wilhelmshafen.
60-day transit time.

Imperial Customs Seal (on reverse) releasing parcel through
Customs, Postal Clerk "Hoyer" signature, dated
27 June 1914, when payment was received and parcel given
to “E. Teufer” of the ‘New Guinea Company’

Arival Postmark:
“Friedrich-Wilhelmshafen, 27 June 1914"

RM 3.40 ...
RM 3.20.. 5-kilo parcel fiat rate

ng;h‘;o?g: fee's. Wely Only known C.O.D. parcel card to E&rima.




KURUM (Karkar Island) via
FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN

Postmarks & Postal Usages

Missionaries established a seftlement on Karkar Island in 1914, located
in the ‘Dampier Archipelago’ northwest of Friedrich Wilhelmshaten, later
re-named 'Madang'. Since no German post office existed on the
island, mail was routed via Friedrich Wilhelmshafen.

Five kilo weight in-bound C.O.D.(RM 27.90) parcel
from Wirzburg, Bavaria, Germany, sent o
“Missionary, Mrs. E. Eckershoff” at “Kurum ..
Post Office Friedrich Wilhelmshafen”.
69-day transit time.

Imperial Customs Seal (on reverse) releasing the parcel
through Customs upon receipt of payment. Signature of
Postal Clerk "Hoyer", dated 30 May 1914,

Railway Transit Markings:
“Wrzburg-Frankfurt/Main,
Train 43, 21 March 1914",
“ Cassel-Frankfurt/Main Train Post Office,
Bavarian Stafion, Train 771, 21 March 1914"

Arrival Posimark:
“Friedrich-Wilhelmshatfen, 29 May1914”

RM 2.70...
RM 2.40.. 5-kilo parcel fiat-rate
routed via Bremen
+0.30..C.0.D. fee

IN-BOUND C.O.D. PACKAGE SENT
TO A MISSIONARY AT 'KURUM'
(KARKAR ISLAND)

Abepares ww v S Danr Pebweustie, T

Reverse

Only known parcel card to German New
Guinea from Bavaria routed
to Kurum on Karkar Island




PETERHAFEN (Witu Islands) via Postmarks & Postal Usages
FRIEDRICH WILHELMSHAFEN

In 1912, The ‘New Guinea Company’ established an office at ‘Peferhafen’
on one of the ‘French Islands' (later called ‘Witu' Islands),
located in the Bismarck Archipelago, north of ‘New Pomerania’ Island
(later ‘New Britain') where mainly copra was harvested.

A German post office never opened with mail routed by vessel
from/to Peterhaten via Friedrich Wilhelmshafen.

IN-BOUND C.O.D. PACKAGE SENT
TO THE 'NEW GUINEA COMPANY’
OFFICE AT PETERHAFEN
ON THE SO-CALLED
“FRENCH ISLANDS"

(WITU ISLANDS)

20 MAY 1914

Four kilo weight in-bound C.O.D.(RM 53.50) parcel from
Witzenhausen, Germany, sent fo “E. Drews” at ‘Petershafen’
via the Friedrich Wilhelmshafen Post Office.
66-day transit time.

Imperial Customs Seal (on reverse) releasing the parcel through
Customs upon recelpt of payment. Signature of Postal Clerk
“Hoyer", dated 27 July 1914,

Arrival Postmark:
“Friedrich-Wilhelmshatfen, 25 July 1914"

RM 2.70...
RM 2.40.. 5-kilo parcel fiat rate

rovted via Bremen -
+0.55..C.0.D. lee sevems
+0.25 Cash Prepayment One of two known C.0.D. parcel cards fo
Peterhafen.



VI. GERMAN NEW GUINEA SEAPOST MAIL

‘German New Guinea Company'
Coastal Steamer ‘Siar’

1903 - 1909

Between 1903-1909, the ‘German New Guinea Company' Ship “Siar”,
sailed along the coast of New Guinea moving people,
mail and supplies from one port to another.

MAIL POSTED ABOARD THE “SIAR" WAS HAND-DATED BY THE CAPTAIN AND
TRANSFERED TO THE APPLICABLE COASTAL POST OFFICE FOR PROCESSING, OR,
AUSTRALIAN-BOUND MAIL COULD HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED TO AN
AUSTRALIAN-FLAG VESSEL RATHER THAN A CONTRACTED
GERMAN-FLAG PACKET-BOATSAILING FOR EUROPE.

7 JULY 1903

Commercial letter front posted aboard the GNGC Ship ‘Siar’
subsequently transferred to an Ausiralian-flag steamer on 8 July
for conveyance fo Sydney, with One Penny ‘postage due’
for handling as a “Ship Lefter".

20 Pfennig...
Single-weight (20 grams) UPU Intemational Letter-Rate
with One Penny postage-dve.

Only known 'Siar' Commercial Seapost Mail handled as an
‘Australian Ship Letter’ with postage due franking.



GERMAN NEW GUINEA SEAPOST MAIL

‘New Guinea Branch line (Hong Kong)'

USAGE: 27 July 1900 - 3 February 1901
On Board the ‘Minchen’

With the acquisition by Germany of the Caroline & Mariana Islands from Spain in 1898, the need
for steamer service fo those islands as well as fo the other German Pacific
Colonies was made possible with the establishment of the New Guinea (Hong Kong)
Branch Line. Commencing on 28 July 1900, the North German Lloyd steamer ‘Minchen’
traveled the route: Sydney-Brisbane-Rockhampton-Herberishéhe-Erima
(Stephansort)-Friedrich Wilhelmshafen and on to Ponape-Saipan-Hong Kong.

ON THE THIRD DAY OF THE ‘MUNCHEN'S' THIRD TRIP, IT BECAME REEF-BOUND
AT YAP HARBOR AND WAS NO LONGER ABLE TO OPERATE,
resulting in the ship ‘Nuen Tung' contfinuing to ply the route but only until 24 January 1902 when
it became part of the ‘New Guinea (Singapore) Branch Line'.

4 AUGUST 1900

‘North German Uoyd' view-card, written at Moreton Bay (Brisbane, Australia) by “Captain H. Krebs" on the
first voyage of the ‘Miinchen’ on the new Hong Kong Route serving the German Pacific island colonies.
55-day transit time.

Transit Postmarks:
“German Seapost
New Guinea-Hong Kong Branch line,
26 August 1900
“Hong Kong, 26 August 1900"
(British Post Office)

Arrival Postmark:
“Darmstadt *1g, 26 September 1900

10 Pfennig .. UPU infernational Postcard-Rate.



GERMAN NEW GUINEA SEAPOST MAIL

‘New Guinea Branch line (Singapore)’
(First Phase.. 1900-1904)

WE s,

GUINEA-
a IWE'W'"‘ USAGE: 20 July 1900 - 9 March 1902 ..
SINSASTIN) ©On-Board the ‘Stettin’
04

Since bvilding materials and foodstuffs from
Australia were necessary for German New
Guineaq, the North German lloyd infroduced
in1900a...

TWELVE-WEEK 'SINGAPORE-NEW GUINEA-
SYDNEY' ROUTE',
initially using the Steamer 'Stettin’, until 1904,
when the route was extended to Yokohama,
Japan, and subsequently called the
'AUSTRAL-JAPAN LINE'

5 MARCH 1902

Watercolor hand-illusirated
postal stationery card,
postmarked aboard the steamer ‘Steffin’, sent
to Wilmersdorf (Berlin), Germany.

2 AUGUST 1901

‘Gruss Aus' viewcard,
written at Friedrich-
Wilhelmshafen,
posimarked aboard
the steamer ‘Stettin’,
sent to Berlin,
Germany.
80-day transit time.
Arrival Posimark:

" (luln)?odOlce
54 21 October 1901...

5 Pfennig... Colonial Postcard-Rate valid for mail sent to Germany




GERMAN NEW GUINEA SEAPOST MAIL

German New Guinea - Singapore
(Second Phase.. 1909 -1914)

USAGE: 4 April 1909 - Early August 1914
On-Board the ‘Manila’

The earlier ‘German New Guinea - Singapore Route’ of
1900-1904 was discontinued in 1904 and expanded to
a twelve-weekrotation to include Japan and then
henceforth called the
'AUSTRAL-JAPAN LINE' AND LATER ALTERED TO A TEN-WEEK ROTATION
IN 1909 CONTINUING UNTIL JULY 1914,

POST CARD A%

CARTE FOSTALE — POSTKARTE

Commilnicutiog — Mittoilupgen — oo tormnduims Adilress Mi!m. £
| | 57 E/
\ o iiiviia 4
W\M‘\ LN XMws 3w 2
RECELY JE N P \“\“ ““‘t“m Ak

8 .w\«'; LA
Q&\ hv‘vw‘/‘ 3 &r :

%w\&o i,
Ml anan.

12 MARCH 1914

Viewcard, written by Captain ‘Augusf Roscher' and mailed on-board the
North German Lloyd Steamer ‘Manila’ to ‘Dr. Karl George Friederici’ at
Dolisheim, Alsace, Germany.

August Roscher:
Captain of the North German Lloyd Steam ‘Manila’
in service as part of the New Guinea-Singapore Route.

Dr. Karl George Friederici:
Retired German army captain & famous German explorer
of New Guinea, whose exploration reports are renowned.

5 Pfennig...
Colonial Postcard-Rate valid for mail sent to Germany



GERMAN NEW GUINEA SEAPOST MAIL

German New Guinea Branch line
1903 - 1914

&
3. NEU USAGE: April 1908 - 3 August 1914

LWEIGLINIE
Imperial German Postal Steamer
‘Prince Sigismund’

REGISTERED SEAPOST MAIL TO GERMANY 'VIA SIBERIA'

6 JULY 1913

Registered cover, postmarked on-board the Imperial Postal Vessel ‘Prince Sigismund',
sent to Chemnitz, Province Saxony, Germany, routed
‘Via Siberia’ ... Hong Kong-Shanghai-North China-Russia-Europe.
Transit Time: 34 days.

Arival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Chemnitz, 10 August 1913 .. "

Cachet Hand-Stamp & Registry Label:

“Reichspostdampfer Price Sigismund”
“Deutsche Seepost Neu-Guinea Iweiglinie..."

40 Pfennig...
(on-Board Posiage 'German Reich Gemnania Series’)
20 Pig.. UPU International Single-Weight
(20 grams) Letter-Rate
+ 20 Plg.. Regisiration fee



GERMAN NEW GUINEA SEAPOST MAIL

German New Guinea Branch line
1903 - 1914
USAGE: 11 March 1908 - 30 July 1914
ZWEIGLINIE
Imperial German Postal Steamer
‘Prince Waldemar'

REGISTERED COMMERCIAL SEAPOST MAIL TO AUSTRALIA

20 FEBRUARY 1913

Registered commercial cover, postmarked on-board the
Imperial Postal Vessel ‘Prince Waldemar', sent to"Julius Scharff Lid" at Sydney, Ausiralia,

a major frading company for producis from German New Guinea.

Cachet Hand-Stamp & Registry Label:
"Reichspostdampfer Prince Waldemar”
“Devische Seepost Neu-Guinea Zweiglinie..."

40 Pfennig...
(4x 10 Pfg. On-board postage .."Geman Reich Gemania Series’)
20 Pig.. UPU Single-weight (20 groms)
International Letter-Rate

+ 20 Pig.. Registration fee



GERMAN NEW GUINEA SEAPOST MAIL

German New Guinea Branch line
1903-1914

The ‘German New Guinea Branch Line' was expanded
beyond ending at ‘Rabaul’ in January, 1914, fo include
‘Kawieng'on ‘New Mecklenburg Island’.
EXPANSION PLANNED FOR STOPPING AT APIA,
GERMAN SAMOA, BY 1915 NEVER MATERIALIZED,
SINCE NEW ZEALAND FORCES OCCUPIED
APIA ON 29 AUGUST 1914,
as documented in the text of the example below.

APIA, GERMAN SAMOA
24 SEPTEMBER 1914

New Zealand Occupation Postal Stationery Card
(German Samoa stationery card overprinted “GRI 1d")
sent from a German resident to his mother at Libeck, Germany,
endorsed “Via San Francisco”.

One Penny ...
UPU International Postcard-Rate



GERMAN NEW GUINEA SEAPOST MAIL

‘Deutsche Seepost Jaluit-Linie *b'
(German Seapost Jaluit-Line)

USAGE: February 1905 -4 June 1914
On-Board the ‘Germania’

Steamer ‘Manila' (10-week rotation), or

In addition to the Reichsposf mail ships (4-week rotafion) and the North German Uoyd (NDL)
THE NDL STEAMER ‘GERMANIA’ SAILED TO HERBERTSHOHE

AS PART OF ITS 16-WEEK ROTATION (1914: 10-week rofation)
Sydney-Herbertishéhe-Jaluit (Marshall Islands)-Ponape (Mariana Islands)-
Yap (Caroline Islands)-Hong Kong.

Mail was transferred at Hong Kong forwarded by sea fo Europe (1905-1909), or later over the
Trans-Siberian Railway Network (1909-1914).

22 APRIL 1908

Missionary
(stationed
at Kussai,
Caroline

2 SEPTEMBER 1908

(stationed
at Kussai,
Caroline
Islands) mail




Vil. GERMAN NEW GUINEA SURVEY SHIPS
S.M.S. MOVE
October 1895~ August 1905
POSTMARK: “MARINE SCHIFFSPOSTNO. 7"

Between 1895-1914, two SURVEY SHIPS conducted work along with
coastal areas of the mainland and the islands of German New Guinea:
SMS MOVE & SMS PLANET.

OFFICIAL NAVAL
MAIL

3 SEPTEMBER 1901

Free-frank official
mail sent by
ship's
commander fo
Berlin, Germany,
with official naval
ship cachet seal
on reverse,
42-day transit
time.

Arrival Postmark:
{Reverse)
“(Berlin)..
Post Office 42,
21 October

(19)01"

S MARINE
SCH{ FFSPOST

SAILOR’S MAIL
16 APRIL 1901

Viewcard, Sydney
University (Australia),
written on 1 April 1901
at Sydney but first
postmarked aboard
ship on 16 Apiril , sent to
Nordhausen, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Nordhavsen,
20 May1901.."

5 Pfennig...
Colonial
Postcard-Rate for
mail sent to Germany



GERMAN NEW GUINEA SURVEY SHIPS
S.M.S. PLANET
October 1906 - July 1914
POSTMARK: “MARINE SCHIFFSPOST NO. 63"

OFFICIAL NAVAL MAIL

Cachet Markings:
“MARINESACHE"

“"KOMMANDO §5.M.5.
PLANET"

(Reverse)
“BRIEFSTEMPEL,

KAISERLICHE MARINE,
S.M.S. PLANET"

20 SEPTEMBER 1913:

Free Frank official mail sent by the ship’s commander to
“Imperial Naval Headquarters” at Kiel, Germany.



GERMAN NEW GUINEA SURVEY SHIPS
S.M.S. PLANET
Oclober 1906 - July 1914
POSTMARK: “MARINE SCHIFFSPOST NO. 63"

- S. M. 5., Planet" £

S.M.S. PLANET

5 lo/;/d. é\ Woltpostverein « Union Postals Usiversallo. 10 AUGUST 1910

]

e T M » . SAILOR'S MAIL
an:%pan- o) }NOSTKARTE—CART&POSTALE, =
s ' -
rddeunts ro 2l

Neu-Qulnea 1
| a & Comer-card
’"’\Y\ ' %\ \&\4 (“Austral-Japan line")
\ : § §’ ﬂ i viewcard, written on
K A 8 August but first

postmarked aboard

% 4 SEvES
Q : ship on 10 August while
LI P % docked at 'Friedrich
\ \ a4 29 A Wilhelmshafen’, sent to
0 § \ : : “Lieutenant Herker”

atl Metz,
Province Alsace,

-

N Germany.
\ )§ 5 Plennig..
Colonial Posicard-Rate
valid for ship's mail fo

Gemany



GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN NEW GUINEA WATERS

As part of the GERMAN FAR EAST CRUISER FLEET, German
naval vessels sailed the area of the German Pacific
Colonies for the purpose of colonial protection and for
‘SHOWING THE FLAG'.

S.M.5. CORMORAN
(LIGHT CRUISER)

March 1899 -
March 1914

POSTMARK:
“MARINE
SCHIFFSPOST

NO. 8"

2 APRIL 1901
Letter from the
ship's captain,

‘Lieutenant

Commander

Arrival Postmark:
“Kiel, 7 May
1901.."
20 Piennig...
Colonial
double-weight
(20-250 Groms)
|lefter-rate for
mail seni fo
Germany.
S.M.S. CONDOR
POST CARD. I March 1904~
THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDEAH
POSTMARK:
“MARINE
SCHIFFSPOSTNO. 60"
30 January 1906
Viewcard from
on-board sent to
Berlin, Germany.
5 Plennig..
Colonial Postcard-
Rate valid for mail

sent to Germany



GERMAN NEW GUINEA SURVEY ZEPPELIN

PLANNED 1914 NEW GUINEA
'‘GERMAN-ENGLISH ZEPPELIN SURVEY & EXPLORATION EXPEDITION’

Because of its temain, fropical climate
and inhospitable hinterdand
inhabitants, a zeppelin airship
exhibition was planned fo survey the
mainland Island of New Guineain
1914, having an estimated cost of
three miillion Reichsmarks fo be shared
between Germany and Great Britain .

In an efiort fo raise the necessary funds
for ils confribufion, the German
Expedition Organization, supported by
the Imperial Government, arranged to
have a series of four ‘charity’ stamps
printed by the Impevial Prinfing Office
(Reichsdruckerei) on fiscal paper
(cross & circle watermark) and sold to
the public.

Only the 2-Pfennig and 1-Mark stamps
were eventually sold, with the
RM 20.00 & RM 1000.00 stamps
prepared as proofs. The stamps were
not acceptable for postage but could
be affixed to mail as vignettes for

promofional purposes.

As a result of the outbreak of World
War |, the expedifion was cancelled.

Commemorative posicard
with none known used.

Contemporary-postmarked value:
18 February 1914

One of four contfemporary-postimarked
examples recorded.



Vil. GERMAN NEW GUINEA WORLD WAR | MAIL

IN-TRANSIT & DIVERTED MAIL
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22 JUNE 1914

1

Beriin postmarked ‘German Imperial Bank' registered linen-envelope
containing cash supplement
for the Treasury Office at Rabaul with manuscript inscription:

“Mit dem am 25. Juni 1914 von Hamburg
abgehenden Dampfer ‘Prinzess Alice”
(“To be sent with the steamer ‘Princess Alice’
sailing from Hamburg on 25 June 1914")

40 Pfennig ...
20 Ptg... Second-level (20-250 grams) lefter-rate
+ 20 Plg... Regisiration fee



reiben.

This mail left Germany (22 June 1914) in peacefime aboard the NGL Steamer
“PRINCESS ALICE", TRAVELING TO RABAUL VIA SINGAPORE & HONG KONG, WAS
DIVERTED BY ITS OWNERS TO THE NEUTRAL PORT OF MANILA, PHILIPPINES,
because of the onset (1-4 August 1914) of World War 1.

Upon arrival at Manila, this mail was reportedly transfemred to the
German Embassy at Manila.

h

“Reichsbank-Hauptkasse " Seals on Reverse

One of twelve similar covers known,



GERMAN NEW GUINEA WORLD WAR | MAIL

‘EVE OF WAR'
MAILTO GERMANY
(JULY 1914)

Mail having been written and postmarked in July 1914 would have been
in-fransit when World War | commenced.
MAIL ABOARD NEUTRAL-FLAG VESSELS WOULD HAVE HAD THE
BEST CHANCE OF REACHING GERMANY BY SEA 'VIA EUROPEAN PORTS’
OR TRANSITTO GERMANY 'VIA AMERICA'

| Marke Lot

JULY 1974
'mn
Viewcard, _z ® ' ; Al ‘I,
postmarked at \' ol (M
Herbertshshe, Nk S
sent fo

Gronau, Germany.

Postal Clerk

Endorsement:

“Postage o

Reverse Side”

n

(desplte “T" Mark Applied

at time of postmarking).

sMe

b iy aulong WUty pieg

%
et

ors EFan 94y,
Po[tkarte

—
Vi woefiichn Mo umgen Nar Hie die Adresse

10 JULY 1914

Viewcard of ‘"HMS Planet’,
Survey Ship,
postmarked at Rabaul,
sent to/through the Naval
Post Office at Berlin for

’ ore y'.
/‘MW %’ ?M Recipient Endorsement:
.4% %/ & — “Received on
: ==d 8 December 1914"

Aot poh vt
N e an 152-day transit fime.

5 Plennig ...
Colonial Postcard-Rate valid
for mail sent to Germany.




GERMAN NEW GUINEA WORLD WAR | MAIL
IN-TRANSIT, RUSSIAN-CENSORED & RETURNED-TO-SHANGHAI MAIL

Germany declared war on Russia on 1 August 1914, effectively ending transit of German
mail to the Far East & the Pacific over the
Trans-Siberian Railway Network through Russia, Manchuria & China.

Any ‘Far East’ Mail in transit through Russia may have been held, censored and released to
destination, or it may have been returned to the German Post Office at Shanghai for refum-
to-sender or forwarding using a different route than ‘via Siberia’,

RETURNED MAILTO SHANGHAIWAS CENSOR-STAMPED & RELEASED.
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6.“".Y ]91‘ Exp. Dr. lantelme

Viewcard from “Wilhelm Adelmann”, postmarked at Herberishéhe,
sent to a nunin Vienna, Austria,

Routing:

Enclosed in a postal sack aboard the Postal-Vessel ‘Prince Waldemar' to
Shanghai, then by ship or rail to Viadivostok, Russia, held, censor- marked & returned fo the
German Post Office at Shanghai, subsequently sent it to Europe
by sea with a neuiral vessel or 'via America’ to Europe.

Wilhelm Adelmann:
Senior police official at Herberfshéhe and owner of ‘Adelmann & Hansen Company’
expropriated by the Australian Occupation Government in September 1920
and his deportation to Germany.

10 Pfennig ... UPU International Postcard-Rate

One of only two recorded examples of such censored mail sent from Herberishdhe.




GERMAN NEW GUINEA WORLD WAR | MAIL

IN-TRANSIT, RUSSIAN-CENSORED & RELEASED MAIL

Although most German Far East & Pacific Mail was censored and refumed fo the
German Post Office at Shanghai, some mail, usually registered, was delayed,
censored & forwarded to Germany.

SUCH RELEASED-MAIL WAS APPLIED WITH A RED CACHET STAMP INDICATING THE
CYRILLIC LETTERS “D.1." = 'Permitfed by the Censor’

10JULY 1914

Registered Russian-censored cover, postmarked “Friedrich Wilhelmshafen”,
routed “Via Siberia", sent to a mission society at Sontheim,
Wirtemberg, Germany. 152-day fransit fime.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Sontheim (near Heilbronn), § December 1914"

40 Plennig ...
20 Pig ... Second weighi-level (20-250 grams)
Colonial Letter-Rate for mail sent fo Gemmany
20 Pig ... Regisiration fee

One of five recorded censor covers postmarked “Friedrich Wilhelmshafen”;
one of two registered censored covers; one of three covers with the “D.2." censor mark.




GERMAN NEW GUINEA WORLD WAR | MAIL

EARLY WAR GERMAN-ORIGIN ‘RETURNED MAIL'

With the outbreak of World War | in Europe in early August, 1914,
German postal routes to the Far East and the Pacific by way of the
Trans-Siberian Railway Neiwork through Russia as well as by sea
from Evropean ports ceased or were interrupted by a
British Naval Blockade.

MAIL FROM/TO 'GERMAN NEW GUINEA’ DURING WORLD WAR | WAS
MOSTLY IMPOSSIBLE AND WAS REFUSED AND 'RETURNED'.

16 AUGUST 1914

Postal stationery postmarked at Cologne (Céin), Germany, sent to
“Aloys Schmeeiz" at Herberishéhe.

Because of the war and closed mail routes, the Reichspost first held this
mall and, subsequently, on 15 September, 1914, applied a cache! hand-
stamp (viciet ink) fo the card and returned it fo the sender..

“WEGEN KRIEGSZUSTANDES ZURUCK"
(‘Returned Because of War Conditions’)

Aloys Schmeelz:
A Catholic Priest associated with the ‘Mission vom Heiigen Herzen Jesu',
Hiltrup, Germany, having arrived in German New Guineain 1911.

5 Plennig ...
Colonial postcard-rate valid for mail
to German New Guinea.



GERMAN NEW GUINEA WORLD WAR | MAIL

LATE WAR GERMAN-ORIGIN ‘RETURNED OFFICIAL MAIL'

19 MARCH 1918
Official free-frank mail sent

by
the Imperial Prussian Court
Recorder's Office at
Charlottenburg (Berlin)
notifying “Hugo Paetsch"” at
Herberishohe, of a deeded
land transfer.

Because of the war and
closed mail rouvtes, the
Reichspost applied a
cachet hand-stamp (black
ink) to the folded official
nofification-document and
relurned it fo the sender:

“ZURUCK WEGEN

KRIEGSZUSTAND"
(‘Refurned Because
of War Conditions’)

'Free Frank’ .. official
cachet marking (iront) with
vignette-seal (reverse):

“Frei Laut Avers No. 21
Kgl. Pr. Amfsgerichi”

(‘Free Under Special Exempfion
No. 20
Imperial Prussian Courf’)

Hugo Paefsch
Businessman and reserve military officer (Lieutenant) who functioned as
company secretary in 1912 with the ‘New Guinea Company' at Herbertshéhe.
Upon outbreak of war, he defended the Town of ‘Toma', fook ill and remained
there until German capitulation in September, 1914, whereupon he was
interned in January, 1916, at 'Uverpool Camp'in Australia.



GERMAN NEW GUINEA WORLD WAR | MAIL
'FELDPOST' .. MILITARY MAIL

With the outbreak of World War |, the German Defense Force for the enfire colony
consisted of about 500 German or native soldiers, police and reservists with their primary
mission to protect the radio relay station at ‘Bitapaka’.

To facilitate free-frank 'field post' mail service, a form card was prepared at
the ‘Rabavul Post Office’ for communication with relatives in Germany, locally,
or as military communications.

Between 6-10 August 1914, circa 1000 cards were prepared with an official ‘Rabaul’
cachet hand-stamp (violet ink) to validate the cards along with line text:

Absender Feld- Postkarte
Dienstgrad nur fir die Wehrabteilung und
flr die Expedtionstruppe™
("Sender/Rank”) (“Field- Postcard
Only for the Defense Militia and for
the Expeditionary Troops")

MILITARY FIELDPOST CARD USED FOR INTERNAL-COLONY COMMUNICATIONS
SENT TO PROVINCIAL GOVERNOR “KLUG" AT TOMA

10 AUGUST 1914 .

Field-Post Form Card, postmarked at Herbertshéhe,
sent by 1" Lt. Mayer to Provincial Governor Klug at Toma (Provincial New Capitol Location),
adyvising of the transfer of Native Soldier "Age".

One of eight known used cards ..Germany or intemai-colony
One of two known “Herberishéhe " usages.




GERMAN NEW GUINEA WORLD WAR | MAIL

‘FELDPOST .. MILITARY MAIL

On 12 August 1914, Australian marines raided the post offices at ‘Rabaul’ and
‘Herberishéhe’ destroying the felephone facilities and contents including the three-fine
cachet hand-stamp used for the military ‘Fieldpost Cards’ along with a quantity of the

‘TYPE I' military-mail form cards.

In an effort to produce and validate some additional cards, the postal clerk ufilized the
damaged cachet hand-stamp without three-line text now having only fwo abbreviaied

words, resulting in the ‘TYPE II' card being produced but not known used.

TYPEI'

Military
Fieldpost Card
with full cachet

hand-stamp
text..

Cert & Exp. Bothe

TYPEII'

Military
Fieldpost Card
with parfial
cachet hand-
stamp text.




GERMAN NEW GUINEA WORLD WAR | MAIL

AUSTRALIAN OCCUPATION
‘FIRST' PROVISIONAL STAMP ISSUE

By 12 September 1914, Ausiralian Military Forces had occupied ‘Rabaul’.

To provide postage stamps,

THE FIRST PROVISIONAL STAMPS WERE QUICKLY PREPARED USING THE EXISTING
‘German New Guinea' STAMPS of which a small quantity was overprinted “G.R.L."
(Georgius Rex Imperator) along with a stamp valve.

Because the proper values for letters or cards were quickly sold and
higher values were subsequently sold at the lower values’ price levels to

compensate for stamp shortages rather than wait for more inventory.

27 FEBRUARY 1915

Civilian lefter,
postmarked at Rabaul
with a new Australian
Postmark, sent to
Auckland, New
Zealand, with censor
marking
(purple color) "PASSED"
(front and reverse).

3 Pence...
2-Pence Double-
Weight 'Empire-letter-
Rate'+ 1-Penny
Convenience Over-
Franking
(Result of 2-Pence stamp
shorfage)

3 Pence Value (Type Il)

Printing Total: 661 stamps of Types | & Il
Only known usage on cover.



GERMAN NEW GUINEA WORLD WAR | MAIL

AUSTRALIAN OCCUPATION
‘FIRST' PROVISIONAL STAMP ISSUE

“MARSHALL ISLAND” GERMAN COLONIAL STAMPS
USED IN GERMAN NEW GUINEA

Early exhaustion of “German New Guinea” overprinted-stamps
necessitated Australian authorifies to use German ‘Yacht-Issue' stamps from
other heretofore German Pacific Colonies for over-printing.

STOCKS OF GERMAN MARSHALL ISLAND STAMPS WERE ALSO

OVER-PRINTED “G.R.L."
(Georgius Rex Imperator)
indicating a 'Pence’ stamp value for use in German New Guinea

26 JANUARY 1915

Civilian mail postmarked at Rabaul, using new Australian postmark,
sent fo New South Wales, Australia.

2 Pence: Double-Weight (2 ounces) ‘Empire Lefter-Rate’

2 Pence Value (Type )
Prinfing Total: 13,027 stamps of Types | & Il



GERMAN NEW GUINEA WORLD WAR | MAIL
1917 AUSTRALIAN OCCUPATION MAIL

OFFICIAL REGISTERED
MAIL FROM AUSTRALIAN
OCCUPIED ‘RABAUL’
TO CANTON, CHINA

Rabaul was occupied
by Australian Forces
on 12 September 1914

4 MAY 1917

Free-frank registered
(retum-recelpt) official mail
from the post office at
Rabaul, sent to the
‘Postmaster” at
Canton, China.

Use of a
“German New Guinea'
Registration Label
in the year “1917".

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Canton, 15 July 1917”




GERMAN NEW GUINEA WORLD WAR | MAIL

AUSTRALIAN OCCUPATION
‘SECOND’ PROVISIONAL STAMP ISSUE

When the 'first’ provisional ‘German New Guinea' stamps overprinted with
“G.R.I." (Georgius Rex Imperator) became exhausted,
A 'SECOND’ PROVISIONAL AUSTRALIAN ISSUE OVERPRINTED
“N.W. Pacific Islands™ BECAME AVAILABLE AT MOST
HERETOFORE GERMAN NEW GUINEA POST OFFICES.

INLAND NEW GUINEA
MAIL =

22 AUGUST 1918

Registered cover,
postmarked at
Australian-occupied
Rabaul, Australian
military
censored & resealed,
senf toa
Kawieng Province
Plantation.

Use of ‘German
Registration Label' in

A wmoove APy UTIIOUL

1918.
4 Pence ...
1 Penny single-weight
letter-rate + —
3 Pence Registration ENGLAND-BOUND MAIL
= 7 MARCH 1918
Registered cover, postmarked at

Australian-occupied Rabaul,
G . sent to Wallington,
e Sumrey, England.
Sea Routing:
Rabaul-Sydney-London.
72-day transit time.

W v
SN N

Transit Postmarks:
(Reverse)
“Registered Sydney, N.5.W., 25
March 1918"
“Registered London,

./'gd R. FOSTER. 16 May 198"

\ %@ ‘German Regisiration Label’
é nslow Gardens, use in 1918.

alln =
i nghn B 12 Pence (One Shilling) ...
2% Pence x 3 (1%402) =
7% Pence +
4 Pence Registration +
%% Penny War Tax




GERMAN NEW GUINEA WORLD WAR | MAIL

INTERNMENT CAMP MAIL FROM AUSTRALIA TO GERMAN NEW GUINEA

Upon occupation of German New Guinea by Ausfralian Forces in late 1914,
ANYONE DEEMED A POTENTIAL RISK TO AUSTRALIAN INTERESTS, OR ACTIVE
IN THE RESISTANCE, OR PART OF THE MILITARY RESERVE
WERE INTERNED IN SEVERAL CAMPS IN AUSTRALIA,

These (undafed) covers were sent between 27 Seplember 1916~ 1918
(from two different camps) by "Hans Raum”, an inferned missionary, fo his
wife, Marle, located af Finschhafen, German New Guinea,
under Australian Occupation.

Only known Australion infernment Camp Mail to German New Guinea

Sender’s Location: T T _‘;_—»J_,_—‘-._— - —
N Raom, SERVICE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE
Fesens Barracks,

E4, Trial Bay, jf-
NS.W." 7 4

Censorship Marks:
(violet ink)

(Rectangular
e N Pt

CENSOR"
AT LIVERPOOL,

N.S.W.

(AUSTRALIA) ‘-/‘] ﬂ ' g
(Oval Mark) o A
‘PASSED BY

CENSOR
RABAUL'

Sender's Location:
“H. Raum,
German
Conceniration Camp
Holdsworthy, Eastern
Compound, DS,
N.S.W."

Censorship Marks:
(violet ink)
(Rectangular Mark)
“PASSED BY CENSOR"
AT LIVERPOOL,
N.S.W. (AUSTRALIA)

(Oval Mark)
“PASSED BY CENSOR
AN.& M.EF."

LikT Q0%

a’ ‘/'V)o'/";"'

QENMAN CONCENTRATION CAMFR,
LIVERPOO B

Hans Raum
Lutheran missionary of the “Neuvendefltelsaver Mission" from 1906-1915. In January, 1915,
arrested by the Austrailian Occupation Forces for supposedly secretly aiding German Army
‘Captain Defzner' and his small force of native soldiers, who alluded the Ausiralians for four
years in the New Guinea hinterlands, and sent fo internment camps in Ausiralia, where he
remained until war's end, whereupon he and his wife were deporfed fo Germany Iin 1920.



GERMAN NEW GUINEA WORLD WAR | MAIL

AUSTRALIAN INTERNMENT CAMP MAIL TO UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

OF THE 1150 GERMAN NATIONALS LIVING IN GERMAN NEW GUINEA IN 1914,
ONLY 900 REMAINED IN 1915 DURING AUSTRALIAN OCCUPATION,
with about 150 civil servants being deported to Germany
and 100 interned in camps in Australia.

Undated cover sent between 27 Seplember 1916 - 1918 from
Trial Bay Camp (interned civil servants, intellectuals and plantation
owners) in Australia fo the United States of America.

Sender’s Location:

“W. Kersten E1,
Trial Bay”

Censorship Mark:
(violet ink)

“PASSED BY CENSOR,
5.D."
(Sydney District, Australia)

Only known Australian Internment Camp Mail sent to
the United States of America



GERMAN NEW GUINEA WORLD WAR | MAIL

AUSTRALIAN P.O.W. CAMP MAIL ... OUT-BOUND & INLAND

THE AUSTRALIAN CAMP AT LIVERPOOL, N.S.W., BECAME THE CENTRAL LOCATION
FOR HOLDING INTERNED GERMANS FROM 'GERMAN NEW GUINEA’ (approx. 100)
as well as military prisoners of war. Other camps were later merged into the
one at liverpool, where, by the end of World War |, over 6000 prisoners were
held from all the German Pacific Colonies and naval ships.

OUT-BOUND
‘FREE-FRANK'
MAIL TO GERMANY
2 JULY 1916
Viewcard, free-franic,
cachet-marked..
“Service des Prisoners
de Gueme" & “Free ..
Prisoners of War Lefler”
sent by inmate, “Offo
Voigiléinder" to
Iwickau, Germany.
Censorship Markings:
Rectangular Mark:
“PASSED BY CENSOR"
(Red Ink)
Release Mark:
‘R.S. Sands, lieut. Col.,
German
Concentration
Camp, Liverpool,
NS.W.'
(Vioiet Ink).
INLAND AUSTRALIA MAIL
14 JUNE 1918
Inland commercial mail.
Postmarked” Sydney”, to
“E. Adolff, Holdsworthy,
Liverpool, N.S.W.,
advising him of the
price for a cafalogue.
Propaganda Postmark:
“Help fo Win the War ..
Buy War
Savings Cerlificafes ..
Eligibles Enlist”
(Usage: 18 Nov, 1917 -
3 Sep. 1718)
Censorship Mark:
(Reverse)
“Censored ... German
Concentration Camp
Liverpool" (Violet Ink)
One Penny ..
Domaestic posial stafionery

lefter-card rate



IX. GERMAN NEW GUINEA .. EPILOGUE

REMEMBRANCE OF LOST COLONIES

THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES FORMALLY ENDED
WORLD WAR | AND ALSO MANDATED ALL
GERMAN COLONIES TO THE ALLIES.

In the early 1920's, a movement arose in
Germany demanding retumn of the
‘lost colonies'.

One such movement was an attempt to
infroduce the "Deutsch-Hanseafischer
Kolonialgedenkiag" (‘German-Hanseatic
Colonial Remembrance Day’) in the cifies of
Beilin, Bremen & Hamburg.

A series of vignettes were privately issved
having a black mouming frame with the
Imperial Colonial Flag at half-mast. Vigneties
had no postal value but were intended for
affixing on mail fo promote
‘Remembrance of the Lost Colonies’.

Vignette dedicated to lost ..
‘GERMAN NEW GUINEA'

fraecrnannsnnrnnyaa




GERMAN NEW GUINEA .. EPILOGUE

POST WORLD WAR | MISSIONARY MAIL
‘Salamaua’ = Morobe Province

Despite Germany having lost ‘New Guinea’ as a colony,
once the Treaty of Versailles ook effect, post-war,
REMAINING GERMAN MISSIONARIES CONTINUED THEIR WORK

MISSION AIRMAIL of educating and evangelizing in various locations.
BUSINESS LETTER
FROM GERMANY
TO SALAMAUA
(MOROBE)

20 MAY 1938

Registered airmail
cover, from the
“Neuvendeftelsau
Mission" at
Neuendeftelsau,
Bavaria, Germany,
to Salamaua.
‘Ausiralian

Singapore,
Brisbane (29 May)
(Imperlal Airways)

Darwin (30 May)
Salamava

(9 June)
(local airline)

RM 5.85 ..

0.55 Overseas
50-gram-letfer o
New Guinea +

0.30 Regisiration fee +

5.00 Aimmail surcharge

(RM 1.00/10 grams)



APO 37
21 APRIL1944

Re-directed,
military censored,
cover sent by one
soldier to another

at an incomect
APO address, the
recipient having
been transterred.

Sender:
Member of the
117" Engineering
Battalion

GERMAN NEW GUINEA .. EPILOGUE
WORLD WARI

AMERICAN FORCES IN FORMER GERMAN NEW GUINEA
‘BOUGAINVILLE’

Among the early battle locations during World War Il was
‘BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND'
(located in the Northermn Solomeon Island Group),
part of 'German New Guinea’ until 1920.

Transit Markings:

“27 April 1944
Watsonville,
California”

Reverse:
“1 May 1944
Monterrey,
Cadlifornia”

“3 May 1944
Military Postal
Service”

Six Cents..
Alrmall surcharge



GERMAN NEW GUINEA .. EPILOGUE
WORLD WAR Il

AMERICAN FORCES IN FORMER GERMAN NEW GUINEA
‘FINSCHHAFEN'
‘CAMP WASHINGTON’

In its campaign to oust Japanese Forces from New Guinea & the
Pacific, the American Military established a key installation base
(Camp Washington) at former
GERMAN 'FINSCHHAFEN'.

Camp Washington: 26 November 1943 to 15 May 1946

APO 322
18 APRIL 1944

Self-censored
officer’s lefter
home.

Sender:
5634

Engineering
Battalion

6 Cents..
Alrmail
Surcharge



GERMAN NEW GUINEA .. EPILOGUE
POST WORLD WAR Ii

MISSIONARY MAIL
‘Madang’ = Friedrich Wilhelmshafen

Early 19" Century GERMAN MISSIONARIES IN NEW GUINEA established schools,
churches and medical facilities and, despite difficult climate, illness, World Wars
1 and Il, their efforts in various locations of the former German colony confinved

into the 20™ and 21# Centuries.

A large Catholic mission was established at Friedrich Withelmshafen, today
named ‘Madang’, whose work continues foday.

AIRMAIL LETTER FROM GERMANY TO THE CATHOLIC MISSION
AT ‘'MADANG’

Cath., Mission

P. 0. MADANG “/hu
Neu - Guinea o

6 NOVEMBER 1956

Airmail cover, postmarked “Berlin-Wilmersdorf”, Germany,
sent to “Bishop Noser"” of the Catholic Mission at Madang
(formerly known as “Friedrich Wilhelmshafen™).

Mk 1.60 ...
0.40 Pig .. Single-weight (up to 20 grams)
overseas letter-rate
1.20 Mks.. ‘Group VI Airmail Surcharge' of
0.40 Pig per 5-grams
(10-gram lefter)




