Seventh Sunday of Easter May 29, 2022

First Reading: Acts 1:12-26

“Then {the apostles whom Jesus had chosen} returned to Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. “And when they had entered,
they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew,
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot
and Judas the son of James. '“All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer,
together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. “In those days Peter
stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and said, '*“Brothers,
the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David
concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. "For he was numbered
among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” "*(Now this man acquired a field with the
reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels
gushed out. And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was
called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 2<For it is written in the Book of
Psalms, ‘May his camp become desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it’; and ‘Let another
take his office.”” *'So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord
Jesus went in and out among us, **beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was
taken up from us — one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” *And
they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. **And
they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you
have chosen *to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to
go to his own place.” **And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was
numbered with the eleven apostles.

Psalm 133

'Oh, how good and plea- | sant it is,*
when brethren live toge- | ther in unity!
’It is like fine oil up- | on the head*
that runs down up- | on the beard,
*Upon the | beard of Aaron,*
and runs down upon the collar | of his robe.
*It is like the | dew of Hermon*
that falls upon the | hills of Zion.
>For there the Lord has or- | dained the blessing:*
life for- | evermore.

Second Reading: Revelation 22:1-6 [7-11] 12-20

'"Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb °through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of
the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of
the tree were for the healing of the nations. *No longer will there be anything accursed, but the
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. “They will see his



face, and his name will be on their foreheads. >And night will be no more. They will need no
light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits
of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.” ["“And
behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this
book.” *I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I
fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, ’but he said to me, “You
must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those
who keep the words of this book. Worship God.” '’And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words
of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. ''Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy
still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.”] *‘Behold, I am coming
soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done. "’I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” '“Blessed are those who wash
their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by
the gates. “Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and
idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. '°“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to
testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the
bright morning star.” ""The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say,
“Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life
without price. "I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone
adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, "*and if anyone takes away
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and
in the holy city, which are described in this book. *’He who testifies to these things says, “Surely
I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

Gospel: John 17:20-26

fJesus said,} “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through
their word, *'that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also
may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. *The glory that you have
given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and you in
me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved
them even as you loved me. **Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world. O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know
you, and these know that you have sent me. *I made known to them your name, and I will
continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in
them.”

Lessons for Next Week
Genesis 11:1-9; Psalm 143; Acts 2:1-21; John 14:23-31



