NAVAL ORDER OF THE UNITED STATES
The Naval Order of the United States cordially invites you
to a presentation by CAPT John Rodgaard, USN (Ret) co-author of
From Across the Sea: North Americans in Nelson’s Navy
(From Reason to Revolution)

About the Author
CAPT John A. Rodgaard has over 41 years with the naval service of the United
States, to include 12 years as a petty officer and 29 years of commissioned service
as a naval intelligence officer. He is also a published author and a contributor to
several Discovery Channel Unsolved History Television Programs. Captain
Rodgaard co-authored A Call to The Sea: Captain Charles Stewart of The USS
Constitution, and authored A Hard Fought Ship: The Story of HMS Venomous. He
is the recipient of the Naval Institute’s History Author of the Year for the year 1999
and he is a contributor and frequent reviewer to the Naval Institute’s Naval History
Magazine, The Society for Nautical Research Quarterly, The Mariner’s Mirror, and
the Naval History Foundation’s Naval History Book Reviews. Captain Rodgaard
holds a B.A. in History and Political Science; an M.A. in Political Science, and is
also a graduate of the U.S. Naval War College.
FROM ACROSS THE SEA: North Americans in Nelsons Navy
From Across the Sea: North Americans in Nelson’s Navy explores the varied
contributions of North Americans to the Royal Navy during Great Britain’s wars
against Revolutionary and Napoleonic France. It is the first book that explores this
topic in depth. As an edited compilation, top specialists in the field have
contributed thematic essays (on topics ranging from impressment to the AngloAmerican maritime relationship) as well as biographical essays on a range of North
Americans from both the officer ranks and the lower deck. For the biographical
portraits, special attention has been paid to individuals who have not already been
the subject of extensive research and writing. Accompanying these essays are
several never-before-published illustrations depicting some of the key North
Americans as well as the ships and naval battles in which they were a part.Audi
The book’s central focus is to challenge the common assumption that the Nelsonicera Royal Navy was manned exclusively by British sailors and officers. Instead,
Royal Navy personnel from this era often hailed from different parts of the world,
with North Americans comprising a particularly significant contingent. For
instance, Nelson’s fleet at Trafalgar had hundreds of Americans as well as
Canadians, not to mention individuals from the Caribbean. Thus, From Across the
Sea sheds new light on these sailors and officers, showcasing years of original,
primary source research on the subject.
The book also challenges the misconception that all North American-born sailors
who served in the Royal Navy were pressed into service. Instead, a significant
number volunteered for service of their own free will, lured into the Royal Navy by
visions of adventure and prize money. Others volunteered more reluctantly,
figuring that joining the Royal Navy on their own terms was preferable to being
forced in by a press gang. Thus, From Across the Sea reveals that impressment was
a more complicated topic than most generally assume.

Over all, From Across the Sea concludes that North Americans played an integral
role in the Royal Navy during the Wars with France, from the lower deck all the
way to the highest levels of command. While some of these North Americans
operated in relative obscurity, others achieved high rank and formed lasting
friendships with some of Great Britain’s foremost naval leaders of the age,
including Lord Nelson and King William IV. Theirs is a story that needs to be told,
and now it has been told for the first time through From Across the Sea.
Reviews
“There are fascinating and insightful tidbits within these pages that enlighten and
expand our knowledge; at the same time, the information offers up possibilities for
future in-depth research. The primary goal of this book is to show that men outside
of Britain fought valiantly for king and country, and the editors and contributors
have done a laudable job in this endeavor.”
Pirates and Privateers
“. . . The work is well-crafted, nicely structured, and highly readable. The sketches
are based on a wealth of primary sources; however, the book avoids the all too
frequent trap of alienating non-academics by over citing. Non-academic readers
can grasp the key points without reading footnotes while historians and academics
will find a substantial collection of relevant and useful primary sources. Audiences
from naval history scholars to students to those just interested in the naval heritage
of the United States, Canada, and Great Britain will find the book enjoyable and
enlightening. The monograph is a worthy addition to the scholarship and
understanding of a critical period in history as the modern era emerged with
Britain’s vault to world domination of the maritime commons, the establishment of
a maritime empire and her domination of the world’s trade in the post-Napoleonic
era. That vault was powered, in great part, by the contributions of seamen from
North America.” BOOK REVIEW – From Across the Sea: North Americans in
Nelson’s Navy | International Journal of Naval History (ijnhonline.org)
Review by Stanley D.M. Carpenter, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus, U.S. Naval War College
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