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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs Rejects Israeli Imposition of
Taxes on Churches in Occupied Jerusalem

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates of the State of Palestine uneguivocally
condenmns the recent actions by lsrael, the illegal occupying power, to Impose Laxes on
churches, their institutions, and prepertics in the occupied city of Jerusalem through its.
so-called  “occupation municipalities”.  These actions are 3 blatant vielation of
international law and the city's historical and legal *Status Quo™.

lsmels imposittion of these taxes 15 ilegal, Israel -as an occupying power has no
sovercignty over Jerusalem. Soversignty over Jerusalemn belongs exclusively o the
Palestinian people and their legitimate leadership. These undawful measures are perceived
as part of a broader strategy of extermination and ethnic cleansing than Israel i pracrising
against all the Palestinian People; particularly targeting the duthentic Palestinian Christian
presence in the Holy Land, meast notably in Jerusalem.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates issues a stern warning about Isracl's’
targeting of the Christian presence, which includes systematic persecution and atacks
against Palestinian Christians and clergy. This deliberate targeting aims o undermine the
authemtic Palestiniin Christian presence and transform the political conflict wath the
presence of an illegal occupation, into a religious one.

We express our deep appréaation for the principled and courageous positions taken by
the Patriarchs and Heads of Churches who have rejected these dllerpal measures. Therr
stepdfasiness is a beacon of hope and resistince against these appressive policles. We eall
upon all countries to support the positions of the churches and the State of Palestine and
to intervene to halt these serious violations of intermational law, UN Security Council
resolutions. and the historical and legal Statas Quao.

The Ministry, urges all ‘siates; instinuions; and infernational organizations, including
Christian and human nghts institutions, to send a clear message to lsrael o cease
targeting churches and their properties. We call for the consideration of punitive
measures: against these provocative and illegal practices.. Countries must aligin ther
actions with their principles in protecting the authentc Christian presence in the Haoly
Land of Palestine.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates remams commilted to defending the
rights of the Palestinian people and the Christian comumunity in Jerusalem and ealls for
elobal solidarity and action 1o uphold justice and international kaw.

€) evora.pra 3 ePMOFA (O) PALESTINE.MOFA ) @PMOFA @ PMOFA



