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To: Interested Parties

Fr: Education Reform Now Advocacy

Date: January 27th, 2024

Re: Combined Pennsylvania State Education Poll Results and Recommendations

Education Reform Now Advocacy recently completed multiple rounds of statewide polling with Pennsylvania voters and public school parents. Our
findings show that Pennsylvanians are deeply concerned about their families’ economlc securlty and prioritize |mprovements to publ|c schools as
being essential to addressing those concerns. Our research included an gve

who live within the attendance boundaries of a low-achieving school.

PA voters rated improving public education second overall behind only reducing inflation: When asked to prioritize issues for elected
leaders to focus on in order to improve economic outcomes for young people, improving public education was the top rated issue for Black

voters (60%), and Latino voters (42%) were also more likely to prioritize improving public education than White voters (+24 and +6
respectively).

In general in America, each generation has tried to have a better life than their parents, with a more secure financial future, better

standard of living, higher paying jobs, and better homes. If you had to say, which of the following is the most important issue for elected
leaders to focus on in order for today’s young people to be better off financially?

Reducing inflation and the costs of everyday life like
gas, groceries and housing

Improve the effectiveness of public schools so students o
; 39%

are prepared for success after high school

Stopping the outsourcing and automation of good

paying jobs

Reducing the costs of healthcare and care for seniors
including prescription drugs

Reducing taxes
Canceling student loan debt

Other

SurveyUSA interviewed 1,258 registered voters drawn proportionately from the states of Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Wisconsin 09/22/23 through 09/24/23, using a sample of internet

panel members. SurveyUSA interviewed 1,000 parents of children who attend public school in the state of Pennsylvania 01/19/24 through 01/22/24, using sample of internet panel
members


https://dced.pa.gov/programs/opportunity-scholarship-tax-credit-program-ostc/
https://dced.pa.gov/programs/opportunity-scholarship-tax-credit-program-ostc/
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: Improving the quality of

educatlon by |mprovmg access to good school options is much more |mportant to parents than i mcreasmg the quantity of choices or
more funding alone. Parents simply want better schools. Individualized attention and tutoring is especially important along with a focus on
ensuring students learn essential skills. There is also a persistent view that college is not for everyone and parents believe the risk of racking up
unnecessary debt is very real, and they want public schools to adapt to that reality.

, 3 : Parents zoned for low-achieving schools in

the bottom 15 percent of the|r de5|gnat|on were overall more supportlve than parents in the rest of the state, with strong support staying above
60% for any proposal, with the exception of private school scholarships for low and middle income parents zoned for struggling schools.

The largest differences in opinion were all related to teacher pay or hiring. 64% of parents zoned for a low-achieving school strongly

supported higher pay for teachers in struggling schools: +16 compared with the rest of the state. Similarly, parents not zoned for low-achieving

schools were less supportive of hiring more teachers across the board and raising teacher salaries: -12 and -10, respectively.

Percentages of parents who said they strongly support each proposal:
As you may know, the Governor and State Legislature have significantly increased funding for public schools across the state. Please tell
me if you support or oppose funding each of the following proposals...

Provide free breakfast for all students 72%

64%

Increase access to quality public school options

66% 59%

Fully fund special education programs

65%

62%

More individualized attention and tutoring for students 64% 61%

Increase funding for mental health counseling 64%

66%

Higher pay for teachers in struggling schools to retain quality
teachers where we need them the most

64% 48%

Increase funding for free and reduced lunch for eligible students

63% 62%

Universal free lunch for all public school students _62% 62%
Hire more teachers to reduce class sizes _ 60% 48%
Make scholarships available to students from middle and low o o
) - ) 48% 39%
income families who are zoned to attend struggling schools
Low-achieving school zone = Rest of State

SurveyUSA interviewed 1,258 registered voters drawn proportionately from the states of Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Wisconsin 09/22/23 through 09/24/23, using a sample of internet

panel members. SurveyUSA interviewed 1,000 parents of children who attend public school in the state of Pennsylvania 01/19/24 through 01/22/24, using sample of internet panel
members
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ns: An overwhelming majority of
Pennsylvanlans belleve young people WI|| be Iess abIe to contrlbute to the economy, take care of themselves financially, and are more likely to be
a burden on their families and their communities.

In general, do you think young people today will be better off or worse off financially than previous generations of Americans?

A lot worse off

A little worse off 32%

A little better off

Unsure/DK

A lot better off

SurveyUSA interviewed 1,258 registered voters drawn proportionately from the states of Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Wisconsin 09/22/23 through 09/24/23, using a sample of internet
panel members. SurveyUSA interviewed 1,000 parents of children who attend public school in the state of Pennsylvania 01/19/24 through 01/22/24, using sample of internet panel
members



EKN

ADVOCACY

1pL , ithi i m: Each initiative enjoyed support. ranging
from 74% to 87%, among PA voters Expandlng dual enrollment programs and partnershlps between schools and local nonprofits and businesses

were the most strongly favored. There is a great deal of support for these options in part because they are perceived to be beneficial to everyone;
if students and parents are able to choose pathways that work for their goals and needs, parents believe it will help with other issues like
behavioral problems and overcrowded classrooms. Additionally these proposals directly address the priorities parents consistently express—a

need for public schools to prepare students for the real world after high school and teach essential skills that can be beneficial for college or other
post secondary pathways.

Do you agree or disagree with each of these statements aimed at improving public education to make today's young people better off
financially?

Expand dual enrollment Strongly Agree
programs that let public high
school students take classes to
earn college credits

50%

Somewhat Agree

Create new job training Strongly Agree
programs for high school
students

48%

Somewhat Agree

school districts and local
nonprofits and businesses
Somewhat Agree

Increase public school options  Strongly Agree
for families outside of their
traditionally zoned public

school Somewhat Agree

SurveyUSA interviewed 1,258 registered voters drawn proportionately from the states of Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Wisconsin 09/22/23 through 09/24/23, using a sample of internet

panel members. SurveyUSA interviewed 1,000 parents of children who attend public school in the state of Pennsylvania 01/19/24 through 01/22/24, using sample of internet panel
members
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: There is overwhelming support among parents for improving access to quality school options. 68% of parents
zoned for low-achieving schools support investment in options (public or private) while 31% support only traditional public school funding alone.

Lastly, which of the following statements comes closest to your view about improving the quality of schools in Pennsylvania?

We need to invest funding into providing access to quality
school options for families regardless of whether the schools
parents choose for their child are public or private

40% 35%

We need to fully fund our neighborhood public schools to 31% 37%

improve quality, not create additional school options

We need to invest funding in quality public school options for
families so parents can choose a public school that is best 28% 29%
for their child

Low-achieving school zone = Rest of State

SurveyUSA interviewed 1,258 registered voters drawn proportionately from the states of Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Wisconsin 09/22/23 through 09/24/23, using a sample of internet
panel members. SurveyUSA interviewed 1,000 parents of children who attend public school in the state of Pennsylvania 01/19/24 through 01/22/24, using sample of internet panel
members



