Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob Timeline

11th Dynasty (1943-1803)
10th Dynasty (2018-1833) 16th Pharaoh Nebkaure Khety IV (1876-1837) dealt with Abraham (see Rohl EE pages 116-118, 130-132)

Egypt:

12th Dynasty (1803-1632)
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Sumer / Akkad

Dynasty of Guti (2000-1904) dominant after 1976

Dynasty IV of Uruk (1940-1911) Dynasty V of Uruk (1910-1901) Utu-hegal defeats Guti

Dynasty of Agade (2117-1937) Dynasty Il of Ur (1900-1793)

Dynasty of Larsa (1798-1536)

Dynasty of Isin (1805-1570)

1877
1952 Abram
Abram goes to
Born Canaan

Father Terah,
brothers, Nahor
and Haran;
married half-
sister Sarai;
early life in
Sumerian city
of Ur, migarted
with Terah to
northern city of
Haran, where
Terah dies
(Gn11:27b-32)

At age 75 Abram is called
(Gn12:1); receives the two
promises (Gn12:2-3);
migrates to Canaan with his
nephew, Lot, (Gn12:4-6);
explores the land (Gn12:7-9);
is forced to go to Egypt due to
famine (Gn12:10-20);
separates from Lot and settles
near Hebron (Gn13:1-11)

Before 1867 1812
(Gn16:3) 1853 1852 ~1832 Rebekah
YHWH cuts a YHWH extends the Isaac is born, Sacrifice of obtained as
covenant with covenant, Abram Abraham is 100 Isaac wife for Isaac

Abram is 99 Gn17:1 Gn21:5 Gn22:1-19  Gn24:1-67

YHWH appears to Abram in a
vision, Abram does not
understand how God will fulfill
his promises, yet he believes
God and his belief is
accounted as righteousness
(Gn15:1-6); YHWH then
instructs Abram in a
ceremony and cuts a
covenant including only the
first promise (Gn15:7-20);
The Hagar incident occurs,
and Ishmel is born in 1866,
Abram is 86 (Gn16:1-16)

YHWH reiterates the first
promise (Gn17:8) and includes

Between the covenant
extension and the birth of
Isaac, YHWH and the two
angels visited Abraham at his
camp (Gn18:1-8); the
promise of Isaac is
reiterated as well as the two
covenant promises (Gn18:9-
19); and the destruction of
Sodom occurs (Gn19:1-29);
while Isaac is growing up
Sarah becomes jealous of
Ishmael, so he and Hagar are
sent away (Gn21:8-19)

Isaac is a “young man”,

Abrahanm is “old
and avanced in
years”: age 140
(Gn24:1). Isaac
is 40 years old at
marriage
(Gn25:20);
twenty years
later, 1792, Esau
and Jacob are
born (Gn25:26)

In addition to Hagar, Abraham’s
concubine Keturah is identified

1777 Death 1752 Easu
of Abraham marries at
at 175 age 40
Gn25:7-10 Gn26:34

During this period,
Jacob swindles the
“birthright” from Esau
(Gn25:29-34). YHWH
reiterates with Isaac
the covenant
promises made to
Abraham (Gn26:3-
5,24), but there is no
renewal or extension of
the covenant, although
Isaac clearly continued
as the covenant bearer
(Gn17:19).

~1725 at 127, Isaac

around 65) Gn27:1

Because of the swindle,
Esau planned to kill
Jacob as soon a Isaac
died (Gn27:41).
According to her plan,
Rebekah now sends
Jacob to her brother
Laban in Haran
(Gn27:43-45). Isaac
goes along with it and
prays that God will pass
on the blessing of
Abraham to Jacob; first
covenant promise is
reiterated (Gn28:1-5)

Esau’s marriage to “Hittite”
women “made life bitter for

1720-1700

is “old and his eyes 1730 Jacob, at age 72,
- = Jacob flees
were dim” (Jacob is works for Laban
to Haran

Gn31:41

Jacob marries Leah
then Rachel in
exchange for 14
years’ work
(Gn29:15-30).
Jacob’s children are
born ending with
Joseph in 1700
(Gn29:31-35,30:1-
24). Jacob and his
household then
surreptitiously leave
to return to Canaan
(Gn31:3-21).

At Bethel YHWH

the Second Promise in the
covenant (Gnl7:2-4); with
Abram’s new covenantal status
as “father of the faithful” his
name is changed to “Abraham”;
a sign of the covenant is given
(Gn17:9-14); the birth of Isaac
is promised (Gn17:15-21)

so 15 to 20 years old.
Sarah dies at 127 in 1815

(Gn25:1, 1Chr1:32). Keturah may

have been raised to the staus of

(Gn23:1-2); Abraham
purchases, from Ephron
the Hittite, the cave at
Machpelah east of
Hebron as a burial
location (Gn23:3-19)

“wife” at Sarah’s death.

Isaac and Rebekah”

(Gn26:35,27:46). This may
have motivated Rebekah to
Abraham’s descendents through engineer the swindle of Isaac’s
Keturah are listed (Gn25:2-4,
1Chr1:32-33). Of significance is
“Midian” due to the later
interaction with “Midianites”.

blessing from Easu to Jacob

(Gn27:5-17). Jacob was of
course totally complicit, lying to
Isaac three times (Gn27:18-25).

revealed himself to
Jacob in a dream -
both covenant
promises are
reiterated (Gn28:10-
17). Jacob continues
to Haran and sees
Rachel, Laban’s
daughter (Gn29:1-14)

1672 Death of
Isaac at 180
Gn35:28-29

Isaac was
buried in the
cave at
Machpelah
(Gn49:29-32).

Jacob settled near
Bethel (Gn35:1-7),
then moved on to
Hebron where
Isaac lived
(Gn35:27). On the
way to Hebron,
near Bethlehem,
Rachel died giving
birth to Benjamin
(Gn35:16-20)

On the return journey,
east of the Jordan,
YHWH wrestles with
Jacob and renames
him “Israel” (Gn32:22-
30,35:9-10). Both
covenant promises
are reiterated to
Jacob (Gn35:11-12),

Date of Abraham’s Birth: ascension of Solomon in 971 (see Thiele page 52,
ascension of Jeroboam in 931); Temple started in 4th year: 968, 480 years after
Exodus (1Kg6:1): Exodus 968 + 480 - 1 = 1447. Exodus 12:40-41 LXX gives
430 years from Abraham'’s entry into Canaan until the Exodus: 1447 + 430 =
1877 for Abraham’ s 75th year, so birth date in 1952. Paul confirms (GI3:15-18)
that 430 years elapsed between the giving of the promises (Gn12:2-3) and the
Sinai Covenant: 1447 + 430 + 75 = 1952. Genesis 15:13 says Abraham’s
offspring would be 400 years as sojourners, servants, and afflicted: taking this
from the birth of Isaac, 1447 + 400 = 1847 for Isaac’s birth; plus 100 to
Abraham'’s gives 1957. Assuming some use of round numbers, use 1952.

The Rescue of Lot and Melchizedek encounter: These incidents are included in the text of
Genesis immediately after Abram settles in Hebron. There have been many attempts to identify the
four kings of Genesis 14. Rohl (EE pages 118-120, 132-133) identifies “Amraphel” with “Aram-sin”
third king of the Third Dynasty of Ur. Based on a lunar eclipse, he is assigned dates of 1834 to
1826. If this identification is correct, these incidents occur much later in the life of Abraham.

but again the
covenant itself is
NOT renewed or

extended - itis
assumed to be in
force based on the
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blessing of Isaac
(Gn27:28-29,28:1-4).



