
Life and Times of Elijah

874

BC

Ascension

of Ahab

1Kg16:29

~790

BC

Death of

Elisha

2Kg13:20-21

Elijah

prophesizes

“no rain”

1Kg17:1

Elijah flees to

the brook

Cherith

1Kg17:3-6

then he flees

to Zarephath

1Kg17:8-24

Jezebel “cuts off”

the prophets of

YHWH 1Kg18:4, 13

In the “third year”

Elijah presents

himself to Ahab

1Kg18:1, 7-18

~870

BC

Elijah challenges the

prophets of Ba`al and

Asherah at Mount

Cramel, then kills them

all 1Kg18:20-40

Elijah flees from

Jezebel via Beersheba

to the wilderness then

to Mount Horeb

1Kg19:1-14

Ahab has continuous

war with Ben-hadad,

King of Aram, of

Damascus 1Kg20:1-34

Elijah told to anoint Hazael

to be king of Aram, Jehu to

be king of Israel, and

Elisha to succeed him as

prophet 1Kg19:15-17

Elijah finds Elisha who

leaves his family and

comes to work with

Elijah 1Kg19:19-21

Ahab condemned by an

un-named prophet for

securing a peace treaty

with Ben-hadad

1Kg20:35-43

Through the manipulation

of Jezebel, Naboth is

killed and Ahab takes his

vineyard 1Kg21:1-16

~856

BC

853

BC

Ahab has three

years of peace

with Aram 1Kg22:1

Elijah condemns Ahab and

Jezebel for the Naboth

incident 1Kg21:17-24

Ahab repents so God

delays punishment

until his son’s time

1Kg21:27-29

Battle of Qarqar: DOTT page 47 from the Kurkh

Stele of Shalmaneser III: “I … drew near to Qarqar

...destroyed and burned down Qarqar … 1200

chariots, 1200 cavalry horses 20,000 men

belonging to [Ben-hadad] of Damascus … 200

chariots and 10,000 men of Ahab the Israelite …

from Qarqar to Gilzau I defeated them …"

The comment on page 49 continues: “This implies

only a partial victory, for the withdrawal to Gilzau

on the Orontes probably allowed the allies to

reform their ranks … Shalmaneser … failed to

follow up his success during the next two years ... “

Battle of Ramoth-gilead: Ahab is

killed; this battle occurred later in

the year after the Battle of Qarqar;

ascension of Ahaziah 1Kg22:2-40

Elijah condemns Ahaziah

for seeking healing from

Ba`al-zebub god of

Ekron; Ahaziah dies;

ascension of his brother,

Jehoram   2Kg1:1-17

Elijah is removed

by God through a

whirlwind, his

cloak falls to

Elisha 2Kg2:1-15

852

BC

Elijah sends a letter to

Jehoram of South Israel

(Jehoram of North Israel

is his uncle) condemning

him for following the

ways of the Kings of

North Israel

2Chr21:11-15

~845

BC

Elisha goes to Damascus

and tells Hazael he will

be king of Aram; Hazael

kills Ben-hadad and

ascends the throne

2Kg8:7-15

~850

BC

841

BC

Ascension of

Jehoram of South

Israel; married to

Athaliah daughter of

Ahab 2Kg8:25-27

Second Battle of Ramoth-gilead:

Jehoram of North Israel and

Ahaziah of South Israel war with

Hazael; Jehoram is wounded; he

and Ahaziah flee to Jezreel

2Kg8:28-29

At the direction of

Elisha, a “son of the

prophets” goes to the

battle scene in

Ramoth-gilead and

anoints Jehu as king of

North Israel

2Kg9:1-13

Jehu kills Jezebel,

Jehoram, Ahaziah, and

all persons related to

Ahab; attempts to kill all

worshippers of Ba`al

2Kg9:14-37, 10:1-26

Jehu’s purge does not

go far enough since he

does not remove the

sins of Jeroboam I

2Kg10:28-31, Hs1:4

Elisha’s

death is

mourned by

Joash

2Kg13:14-19

813

BC

797

BC

Ascension

of Jehoahz

2Kg13:1

Ascension

of Joash

2Kg13:10

842

BC

848

BC

Ascension of

Ahaziah ben

Jehoram of

South Israel

2Kg8:25-27

Thomas, D.W., editor, Documents from Old Testament

Times, (DOTT) Harper & Row, New York, 1958

Including events of Elisha which are related to the Work of Elijah

Nothing is known of Elijah’s early

life.  He is simply introduced as:

“Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in

Gilead” 1Kg17:1

Tishbe is likely located in the tribal

territory of East Manasseh.

Relationship of Elijah and Elisha: Elijah was likely NOT a young man when God thrust him

into the battle against Jezebel and Ahab about 874BC.  By the time God removed him from

active duty in about 850BC he was likely approaching old age.  This is why Elisha was

recruited.  At about 860BC when Elisha began to work with Elijah, Elisha must have been a

very young man since he continued to work until around 790BC - a seventy year career.

Elisha worked as an understudy to Elijah for about ten years - during which time he was well

trained.  Elisha completed Elijah’s commission to bring about dynastic change in Aram

(Hazael) and North Israel (Jehu).  Then he went about his own work which was to reform the

schools of the prophets which had been initiated by Samuel and had been attacked and

corrupted by Jezebel and Ahab.  When Elisha died, it is clear that he had had an ambivalent

relationship with King Joash of North Israel who mourned his death.
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