Life and Times of John the Baptist

At Bethany beyond Jordan: John testifies to the
committee of Sanhedrin that he is the Messenger NOT

John directs his disciples, John and Andrew, to Jesus;
they along with Peter, James, Philip and Nathanael are
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the Messiah; John identifies Jesus as Messiah Jh1:19-34

identified by Jesus as his first disciples Jh1:35-51

Jesus in the wilderness for 40 days - defeats Jesus performs the miracle of “wine” in

Satan Mk1:12-13, Mt4:1-11, Lk4:1-13 Cana, and visits Capernaum Jh2:1-12
Jesus is baptized very early in 27AD when he is “about 3Q”
Mk1:9-11, Mt3:13-17, Lk3:21-23, Jh1:31-32 Jesus goes to Jerusalem for the Passover
and drives merchants out of the Temple
John grows up in “a city” in the Judean Hill Country Lk1:39-40 John preaches in the wilderness Jh2:13-22
(Ephraim ? Jh11:54) Mk1:2-6, Mt3:1-10, Lk3:3-14
PN A John preaches At Passover Jesus converses
s — N/ ~ preparation for with Nicodemus Jh2:23 - 3:15
Jesus a child in Nazareth Jesus advances the Messiah
Lk2:40 in wisdom, stature, and favour Lk2:51-52 Mk1:7-8, John affirms his loyalty to Jesus
Birth of Jesus PN AL Mt3:11-12, at Aenon near Salim Jh:3:22-30
Fall 5BC \( w Lk3:15-18 )
Mt1:18-25, ) ’ Jesus returns to Galilee
LK2:1-7 Jesus presented in the temple, Where . The “word of via Samaria Mk1:14,
Simeon and An_na acknowledge him as Jesus in the John retreats to God” comes Mt4:12, Lk4:14, Jhd:5-45
Birth of John Messiah Lk2:22-38 Temple at the wilderness to ) to John in the
Spring 5BC Jesus  Jesus returns from Jesus 12 Passover be prepared at 18 Jesus IS|3O wilderness Crucifixion (4)
Lk1:57-66 taken to Egypt to Nazareth years old  Spring 9AD years old (3) zelallr;GOAD Lk3:2 Spring 31AD
Mt2:13-15 \ | \ ‘ \
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Shepherds “Wise men” Herod kills  Death of
come from from the baby boys Herod the Tiberius (2)
nearby “east” up totwo  Great (1) co-regent
fields come years old Spring 4BC with
Lk2:8-20 Mt2:1-12 Mt2:16-18 Mt2:19 Augustus
starting
12AD ?

(1) This the only “sure” date available for this period: Josephus records a lunar eclipse
shortly before Herod’s death, which occurred on March 13 4BC.

Josephus: death of Herod Antiquities 17,8,1, Wars 1,33,8; lunar eclipse Antiquities 17,6,4
Schirer, Emil., A History of the Jewish People in the Time of Jesus Christ, Vol. |, Herod
the Great pp. 400-467, New York, Scribner's, 1896, (discusses Herod’s death on pages
416 and 464)

Bernegger, P. M., "Affirmation of Herod's Death in 4 B.C.", Journal of Theological Studies
ns 34 (1983), 526-531. (confirms Schurer’s analysis)

(2) Some scholars question that there was a co-regency. For a discussion of the evidence,
see Robertson, A.T., A Harmony of the Gospel, Harper & Row, 1922, Citizens Fidelity Bank
& Trust, 1950 page 264.

(3) “18” is a guess as to a reasonable age John may have gone to the wilderness.

(4) This assumes that 31AD is the only candidate year with Passover on Wednesday.

I ADADADADADADADADADADAD / Passover
The “fifteenth year” of
Tiberius Tiberius Caesar Lk3:1
Emperor in (assuming Luke uses
14AD the “co-regency” date)
John is arrested by Herod Antipas and put in
prison in Machaerus Mk1:14, Mt4:12, Lk3:19-20
The incident of John’s disciples fasting while Jesus;,
disciples don’t Mk2:18-22, Mt9:14-17, Lk5:33-39
The “un-named” Feast in Jerusallem Jh5:1
John’s disciples inquire about Jesus’
Messiah-ship Mt11:2-19, Lk7:18-35
John executed by Herod Antipa:
Mk6:14-29, Mt14:1-12, Lk9:7-9
Josephus Antiquities 18,5,2
The Transfiguration: John identified as Elijah

Mk9:2-13, Mt17:1-13, Lk9:28-36

Jesus cites John'’s baptism to support his
authority Mk11:27-33, Mt21:23-27, Lk20:1-8



The Early Years of John the Baptist
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Mk9:2-13, Mt17:1-13, Lk9:28-36

Jesus sites John’s baptism to support his
authority Mk11:27-33, Mt21:23-27, Lk20:1-8
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