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Mystery / Satan 

• 2Th2:7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. 

• Gl3:1 O foolish Galatians!  Who has bewitched you?  It 
was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly 
portrayed as crucified. 

• 1Th2:17-18 But since we were torn away from you, 
brothers, for a short time, in person not in heart, we 
endeavored the more eagerly and with great desire to 
see you face to face, because we wanted to come to 
you—I, Paul, again and again—but Satan hindered us. 

• 1Tm5:14-15 So I would have younger widows marry, 
bear children, manage their households, and give the 
adversary no occasion for slander.  For some have 
already strayed after Satan. 

• 1Jh3:8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the 
devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning.  
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 
works of the devil. 

• Rv2:9 I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you 
are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are 
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 

• Rv2:24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold 
this teaching, who have not learned what some call the 
deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay on you any 
other burden. 

Circumcision Party 

• Gl2:11-13 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed 
him to his face, because he stood condemned.  For 
before certain men came from James, he was eating with 
the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and 
separated himself, fearing the circumcision party.  And 
the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, 
so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 

• Eph2:11-12a Therefore remember that at one time you 
Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what 
is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 
hands—remember that you were at that time separated 
from Christ… 

• Pp3:2-3 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, 
look out for those who mutilate the flesh.  For we are the 
circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory 
in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh… 

• 1Th2:14-16a For you, brothers, became imitators of the 
churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea.  For you 
suffered the same things from your own countrymen as 
they did from the Jews, who killed both the Lord Jesus 
and the prophets, and drove us out, and displease God 
and oppose all mankind  by hindering us from speaking 
to the Gentiles that they might be saved… 

• Titus1:10 For there are many who are insubordinate, 
empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the 
circumcision party. 

False Teaching / Different Gospel 

• 2Cr11:4-5 For if someone comes and proclaims another 
Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you receive a 
different spirit from the one you received, or if you 
accept a different gospel from the one you accepted, you 
put up with it readily enough.  Indeed, I consider that I 
am not in the least inferior to these super-apostles. 

• Gl1:6-8 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting 
him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning 
to a different gospel—not that there is another one, but 
there are some who trouble you and want to distort the 
gospel of Christ.  But even if we or an angel from heaven 
should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we 
preached to you, let him be accursed. 

• Cl1:23a …if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and 
steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that 
you heard… 

• Cl2:4 I say this in order that no one may delude you with 
plausible arguments. 

• Cl2:16-19aα Therefore let no one pass judgment on you 
in questions of food and drink, or with regard to a festival 
or a new moon or a Sabbath.  These are a shadow of the 
things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.  Let 
no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and 
worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed 
up without reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding 
fast to the Head… 

• 1Tm1:3-4 As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, 
remain at Ephesus so that you may charge certain 
persons not to teach any different doctrine, nor to 
devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies, 
which promote speculations rather than the stewardship 
from God that is by faith. 

• 1Tm1:6-7 Certain persons, by swerving from these, have 
wandered away into vain discussion, desiring to be 
teachers of the law, without understanding either what 
they are saying or the things about which they make 
confident assertions. 

• 1Tm6:3-4a If anyone teaches a different doctrine and 
does not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, he is 
puffed up with conceit and understands nothing. 

• 2Tm4:3-4 For the time is coming when people will not 
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 
passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth 
and wander off into myths. 

• Titus1:11-14 They must be silenced, since they are 
upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain 
what they ought not to teach.  One of the Cretans, a 
prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil 
beasts, lazy gluttons.”  This testimony is true.  Therefore 
rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the 
faith, not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the 
commands of people who turn away from the truth. 

Pagan Philosophy / Practice 

• Gl4:9 But now that you have come to know God, or 
rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again 
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to the weak and worthless elementary principles of the 
world, whose slaves you want to be once more? 

• Eph4:17-18 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that 
you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility 
of their minds.  They are darkened in their 
understanding, alienated from the life of God because of 
the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of 
heart. 

• Cl2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive by 
philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, 
and not according to Christ. 

• Cl2:20-23 If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits 
of the world, why, as if you were still alive in the world, 
do you submit to regulations—“Do not handle, Do not 
taste, Do not touch” (referring to things that all perish as 
they are used)—according to human precepts and 
teachings?  These have indeed an appearance of wisdom 
in promoting self-made religion and asceticism and 
severity to the body, but they are of no value in stopping 
the indulgence of the flesh. 

• 1Tm1:8b-10 … the law is not laid down for the just but 
for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and 
sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike 
their fathers and mothers, for murderers, the sexually 
immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, 
liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound 
doctrine… 

• 1Tm4:1-3 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times 
some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves 
to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, through the 
insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared, who 
forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that 
God created to be received with thanksgiving by those 
who believe and know the truth. 

• 1Tm6:10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 
evils.  It is through this craving that some have wandered 
away from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
pangs. 

• Rv2:14 But I have a few things against you: you have 
some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who 
taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of 
Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and 
practice sexual immorality. 

Within the Church: schisms, heresies, false teachers 

• At20:28-30 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all 
the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to care for the church of God, which he 
obtained with his own blood.  I know that after my 
departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will 
arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the 
disciples after them. 

• 1Cr1:10-13 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be 
no divisions among you, but that you be united in the 
same mind and the same judgment.  For it has been 
reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling 

among you, my brothers.  What I mean is that each one 
of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I 
follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.”  Is Christ divided?  
Was Paul crucified for you?  Or were you baptized in the 
name of Paul? 

• 1Cr11:18-19 For, in the first place, when you come 
together as a church, I hear that there are divisions 
among you. And I believe it in part, for there must be 
factions among you in order that those who are genuine 
among you may be recognized. 

• 2Cr11:13-15 For such men are false apostles, deceitful 
workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  
And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an 
angel of light.  So it is no surprise if his servants, also, 
disguise themselves as servants of righteousness.  Their 
end will correspond to their deeds. 

• Pp1:15-17a Some indeed preach Christ from envy and 
rivalry, but others from good will.  The latter do it out of 
love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the 
gospel.  The former proclaim Christ out of selfish 
ambition… 

• Pp3:18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now 
tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of 
Christ. 

• Titus3:10-11 As for a person who stirs up division, after 
warning him once and then twice, have nothing more to 
do with him, knowing that such a person is warped and 
sinful; he is self-condemned. 

• 2Pt2:1-3a But false prophets also arose among the 
people, just as there will be false teachers among you, 
who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even 
denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon 
themselves swift destruction.  And many will follow their 
sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be 
blasphemed.  And in their greed they will exploit you 
with false words. 

• 1Jh2:26 I write these things to you about those who are 
trying to deceive you. 

• 1Jh3:7-8a Little children, let no one deceive you.  
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous.  Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the 
devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. 

• 3Jh9-10 I have written something to the church, but 
Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, does not 
acknowledge our authority.  So if I come, I will bring up 
what he is doing, talking wicked nonsense against us.  
And not content with that, he refuses to welcome the 
brothers, and also stops those who want to and puts 
them out of the church. 

• Jude 8,10,16 Yet in like manner these people also, relying 
on their dreams, defile the flesh, reject authority, and 
blaspheme the glorious ones.  But these people 
blaspheme all that they do not understand, and they are 
destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning animals, 
understand instinctively.  These are grumblers, 
malcontents, following their own sinful desires; they are 
loud-mouthed boasters, showing favoritism to gain 
advantage. 
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• RV2:2 I know your works, your toil and your patient 
endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are 
evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles 
and are not, and found them to be false. 

Named Heresies and Heretics 

• At19:13-14 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists 
undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over 
those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the 
Jesus whom Paul proclaims.”  Seven sons of a Jewish high 
priest named Sceva were doing this. 

• 1Tm1:19b-20 By rejecting this, some have made 
shipwreck of their faith, among whom are Hymenaeus 
and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan that 
they may learn not to blaspheme. 

• 2Tm2:16-18 But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead 
people into more and more ungodliness, and their talk 
will spread like gangrene.  Among them are Hymenaeus 
and Philetus, who have swerved from the truth, saying 
that the resurrection has already happened.  They are 
upsetting the faith of some. 

• Rv2:14-15 But I have a few things against you: you have 
some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who 
taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of 
Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and 
practice sexual immorality.  So also you have some who 
hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 

• Rv2:20-21 But I have this against you, that you tolerate 
that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and 
is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual 
immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols.  I gave her 
time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual 
immorality. 

Denying Christ / God 

• 1Cr15:12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the 
dead, how can some of you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? 

• Titus1:16 They profess to know God, but they deny him 
by their works.  They are detestable, disobedient, unfit 
for any good work. 

• Hb2:2-3a For since the message declared by angels 
proved to be reliable, and every transgression or 
disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we 
escape if we neglect such a great salvation? 

• Hb6:4-6 For it is impossible, in the case of those who 
have once been enlightened, who have tasted the 
heavenly gift, and shave shared in the Holy Spirit, and 
have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the 
powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, to 
restore them again to repentance, since they are 
crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm 
and holding him up to contempt. 

• Titus1:6 They profess to know God, but they deny him by 
their works.  They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for 
any good work. 

• Hb10:26-31 For if we go on sinning deliberately after 
receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer 
remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of 

judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the 
adversaries.  Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses 
dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three 
witnesses.  How much worse punishment, do you think, 
will be deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot 
the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the 
covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged 
the Spirit of grace?  For we know him who said, 
“Vengeance is mine; I will repay.”  And again, “The Lord 
will judge his people.”  It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God. 

• 1Jh2:22-23a Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus 
is the Christ?  This is the antichrist, he who denies the 
Father and the Son.  No one who denies the Son has the 
Father. 

• 1Jh3:4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also 
practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 

• 1Jh4:2-3 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit 
that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is 
not from God.  This is the spirit of the antichrist, which 
you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 

• Jude4 For certain people have crept in unnoticed who 
long ago were designated for this condemnation, 
ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into 
sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus 
Christ. 

Return of Christ / Last Days 

• 2Th2:1-3 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and our being gathered together to him, we ask 
you, brothers, not to be quickly shaken in mind or 
alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter 
seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of the 
Lord has come.  Let no one deceive you in any way.  For 
that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, 
and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 
destruction… 

• 2Th2:8-12 And then the lawless one will be revealed, 
whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his 
mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of his 
coming.  The coming of the lawless one is by the activity 
of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, and 
with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, 
because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.  
Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that 
they may believe what is false, in order that all may be 
condemned who did not believe the truth but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness. 

• 1Tm4:1-2 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times 
some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves 
to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, through the 
insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared… 

• Jude18-19 They said to you, “In the last time there will be 
scoffers, following their own ungodly passions.”  It is 
these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the 
Spirit. 


