©2026 Mike Whyte — this document may be used freely for personal study, preaching, and teaching.
No part of it may be used under any circumstances for commercial purposes or to attain personal gain or advantage.

Restoration from Exile

Darius Il (425-404BC)

A Il (404-359B Antiochus IV Herod
Xerxes (Ahasuerus) Aggg:i: III((3059-335398)C) Alexander Epiphanes Pompey ‘“the Great’
Cyrus (550-529BC) Cambyses (529-521BC) Darius | (521-486BC) (486-465BC) Artaxerxes | (465-425BC) Darius 11l (336-330BC) (336-323BC) (175-163BC) 66BC 37-4BC
“Second Year” 520BC 515BC 432BC 428BC 332BC 198BC 67BC

539BC (~535BC) Haggai and Zechariah arrive; Temple completed Nehemiah returns to On the Day of Trumpets, Ezra  Alexander took control Antiochus Il gains Queen Salome
Decree of Construction of their encouragement gets Ezra 6:13-18 King Artaxerxes; commences reading torah; Feast of Egypt and Palestine control of Palestine; ~ Alexandra dies; her sons
Cyrus the Temple construction restarted Passover celebrated requests help, i.e. of Tabernacles celebrated including the welcomed by the Hyrcanus and
. commences Ezra 5:1-2, Hg1;1-15, Zc1:1-6 ~ Ezra6:19-22  Ezra, priests, & Levites Neh7:73b, 8:1-18 ost-exilic community Jews Artistobulus commence
2Chr36:22-23 For the next 100 ivil war:
. Ezra 3:8-13 L 520BC 444BC civil war; Pompey
Ezra1:1-4 Locals claiming to X 428BC years, there is no intervenes and puts
538BC worship YHWH, Last day of Feast of Nehemiah gets Ezra and compan information on the 301BC Jud der R |
i Tabernacles information from his pany " - | Ptolemy (Lagi) udea undgr roman rule
Sheshbazzar | request to help build ) ' ' travel from Babylon | post-exilic community; ¢ Likely 6BC
S39BC | & company Temple; they are Haggai prophesizes | brother Hanani; requests to Jerusalem it continued in established control 167-164BC Ikely '
Daniel return refused. so frustrate | Messiah’s presence | permission of the King, (about 4 months) | existence since there [°Ver Palestine; Jews Temple profaned by | atest 58C
prays | pzra 1:5-8, the building in the Temple and goes to Jerusalem | oo "2y 105,01 36 | are coins from the | M EQypt flourished; Antiochus Epiphanes; | Birth of
Dn9:1-19 5:14-16 Ezra 4:1-5,24 Hg2:1-9 Neh1:1-11, 2:1-8 : e period Septuagint translated | Maccabean Rebellion Mesgiah

70 years of Zerubbabel and larger Tattenai, the Persian For about 70 years there Despite Constant During this time, a

Babylonian company return, build  governor, writes to Darius s little information on the opposition, more substantial M‘W: “me:lachl“ means “my messengers Af‘;tt;]pea:tﬁ;’
hegemony  an altar, commence  questioning the construction; restored community in  Nehemiah gets a wall was completed| |2rgum adds “who is Ezra’. ltis not clear whether "Malachi” is a Herod. used
over  sacrifice, keep Feast  Darius responds thatitis  Jerusalem, butthey  rudimentary wall  and a dedication | "@me or atitle. Problems: Priests offering imperfect animals Hyrcanus to

609-539BC  of Tabernacles authorized and Tattenaiisto  appear NOT to have  built in 52 days ceremony was | (1:1-14); Priests NOT teaching correctly (2:6-9); divorce and |)r/1 atiate

Ezra 2:1-2, 3:1-6 support it flourished Neh3:1-32, 4:1-23, carried out marriage to foreign women (2:10-16); failure to contribute full h'g i

Ezra 5:6-17, 6:1-12 Neh1:3 6:1510, Ezra 47-23  Nehl12:27-43 | tithe (3:6-10). Remnant Community: ‘those who feared YHWH [ himselt to

The Book of Esther: takes . . ... shall be my treasured possession ... the righteous ... who Rome,
place under Xerxes Ezra’s Commission: Artaxerxes, king of Reforms of Nehemiah and Ezra: serves God ...” (3:16-18). The Day of YHWH: “... the wicked ... result[ng_m
(Ahasuerus). The Book of Ezra || kings, to Ezra the priest, the scribe of the When Nehemiah arrived in 444BC, will be ashes ... when | act ... remember torah of my servant Herod's rise

notes, “And in the reign of Law of the God of heaven. ... For you are || he found some persons had Moses ... | will send you Elijah ... before the day of YHWH ... he to power

Ahasuerus, in the beginning of sent by the king and his seven counselors || become wealthy and were will turn the hearts of fathers ... and children ...” (4:1-16)

oppressing the poor (see

his reign, they wrote an to make inquiries about Judah and

accusation against the Jerusalem according to the Law (dath Nehemiah chapter 5). On his The Maccabean Rebellion: 167BC Antiochus

The remnant community at the

second term around 430BC he
found violations of the Temple
(Neh13:4-9); Levites were NOT
being provisioned (Neh13:10-13);
the Sabbath was being violated
(Neh13:15-22); and, there were
marriages with foreign women
(Neh13:23-27). When Ezra arrived
in 428BC, the marriage problem
was considered paramount.
(Ezra 9:1-4, 10:2-28).

inhabitants of Judah and
Jerusalem.” (Ezra 4:6 ESV)
There were large numbers of
Israelites scattered all over the
Persian Empire, “Now the rest
of the Jews who were in the
king’s provinces also gathered
to defend their lives, and got
relief from their enemies and
killed 75,000 of those who
hated them” (Esther 9:16 ESV)

of your God, which is in your hand ...
With this money, then, you shall with all
diligence buy bulls, rams, and lambs, with
their grain offerings and their drink
offerings, and you shall offer them on the
altar of the house of your God that is in
Jerusalem. ... Whatever is decreed by
the God of heaven, let it be done in full
for the house of the God of heaven, lest
his wrath be against the realm of the king
and his sons. ... And you, Ezra,
according to the wisdom of your God
that is in your hand, appoint
magistrates and judges who may judge
all the people in the province Beyond the
River, all such as know the laws (dath)
of your God. And those who do not know
them, you shall teach. Whoever will not
obey the law (dath) of your God and the
law (dath) of the king, let judgment be
strictly executed on him, for death or for
banishment or for confiscation of his
goods or for imprisonment.

(Ezra 7:12,14,17,23,25-26 ESV)

Epiphanes issued decree outlawing worship of
YHWH; an idol was setup on the altar in the
Temple. Mattathias, an elderly priest, and his
sons refused to comply; and, headed to the hills.
Mattathias appointed Judas Maccabeus military
commander and his brother Simon as chief
counselor. 166BC Mattathias died. Judas won
victory after victory. 164BC Jerusalem was
retaken; the temple cleansed and rededicated.

At the outset of the rebellion, Judas was joined
by the Hasideans (1Macc2:42). As the war
continued, the objectives shifted to political gains
rather than religious freedom — the Hasideans
withdrew their support.

About 160BC, Judas was killed and his brother
Jonathan assumed military command. In
152BC, Jonathan accepted appointment to the
position of High Priest by the Seleucid King,
Alexander. Within ten years Jonathan was killed
and Simon, the last of the brothers, assumed
leadership in 142BC. He was killed in 134BC
and his son John Hyrcanus commenced the

Hasmonean Dynasty.

The Hasmonean Dynasty: These
kings were very aggressive
militarily, expanding their territory
until it approximated the Kingdom
of Solomon. Aristobulus and
Alexander Jannaeus were worse
kings than the Seleucids. Queen
Salome Alexandra, widow of
Alexander Jannaeus was the only
good ruler of the Dynasty. The last
of the Hasmoneans, Mariamne,
was a wife of Herod “the Great”.

Date of Ezra: John Bright in his
book, A History of Israel, Fourth
Edition, Excursus Il, “The Date
of Ezra’s Mission to Jerusalem”,
pages 391-402, provides a
summary of the various
interpretations of the
chronological data related to
Ezra and Nehemiah. His
conclusion is that the most

likely date of Ezra’s arrival in
Jerusalem is 428BC.

Eirst Advent: In the days of Herod ...
there was a priest named Zechariah
... And he had a wife ... Elizabeth.
And they were both righteous before
God, walking blamelessly in all the
commandments and statutes of the
Lord. (Luke 1:5-6 ESV)

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel

was sent to a virgin betrothed to a

man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. And the virgin’s

name was Mary. (Luke 1:26-27 ESV)

Now there was a man in Jerusalem,
whose name was Simeon, and this
man was righteous and devout,
waiting for the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
(Luke 2:25 ESV)

And there was a prophetess, Anna
... of the tribe of Asher.
not depart from the temple,
worshiping with fasting and prayer
night and day. (Luke 2:36a, 37b ESV)

... She did
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