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NYC TAX PAYERS ARE NOT REPRESENTED IN NYC GOVERNMENT 
THIS EXPLAINS NYC MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL DISREGARD FOR TAXPAYERS 
65% OF VOTING POPULATION IN NYC PAY LESS THAN 5% OF THE INDIVIDUAL TAX BURDEN 
 
Taxation without representation was a battle cry of the American revolution and most citizens thought 
they would never see such a thing in the US.  But New York City taxpayers are getting a shock as Liberty 
Tree of America, a non-profit, taxpayer advocate, exposes a structural bias against New York City 
taxpayers. 
 

Taxpayers are a minority of all NYC voters. 35% of property and income taxpayers carry about 95% of the 
individual tax burden. Conversely, 65% pay less than 5% of the individual tax burden. In fact, fully 32% pay 
zero tax.  
 

This is a structural problem that is exacerbated by decades of one-party rule. The controlling party has 
been able to create a governance structure that effectively disenfranchises taxpayers. This structural bias 
is ideal for perpetuating one party rule. 
 

The NYC Mayor and most NYC City Council members, like all politicians, know which voting blocks they 
must cater to in-order to win election or re-election. That’s why NYC politicians pander to those who pay 
little or no tax. For obvious reasons, those who pay no tax want greater social services and less law 
enforcement and they don’t care if NYC raises taxes to fund a budget that addresses their interests. In 
fact, they will vote for whoever seems to offer them most. It is the taxpayer that ultimately pays the bill. 
Consequently, taxation without representation is inherently corrupt and likely unconstitutional. 
 

Since they control the taxpayer’s checkbook, the City’s entrenched rulers can use taxpayer funds to 
consolidate power with bloated city payroll and promising generous benefits to City employees. In fact, 
that ids exactly why NYC has over 330,000 city workers whereas Los Angeles has 1/5th as many city 
workers. Any that’s why the municipal unions and the teacher’s unions get generous benefit and 
retirement benefits. In fact, NYC’s budget is $88 billion vs Los Angeles $17 billion. NYC has about half the 
land of Los Angeles – so it should be able to deliver services more efficiently. Furthermore, NYC has over 
$115 billion in unfunded employee benefits. That’s more than five time larger than any other city. In fact, 
if NYC were a private business, it would be considered bankrupt due to its poor financial position. 
 

Long Term Implications for City 
 

NYC is in the early stages of a death spiral. The lack of budgetary restraint and the incentive to offer 
increasing amounts to preferred constituents to retain one-party rule means taxes, direct and indirect, 
will remain high and will increase further. Eventually, individual taxpayers and businesses will realize the 
NYC government casino is rigged against them and they will refuse to play along.  
 
There are two possible paths, either: (1) taxpayers flee the city to low tax jurisdictions; or (2) taxpayers 
revolt and demand a government restructuring.  If taxpayers leave, the City is doomed because it will have 
no means of funding its budget. If taxpayers decide to stay – and revolt by withholding tax until meaningful 
reform is achieved. Such reform would likely require an amendment to the City Charter.  
 
Review of other one-party states reveals that real reform is extremely difficult under one party rule. The 
party and its crony’s will surely try to block any serious reform preferring half-measures that simply kick-
the-can down the road. Unfortunately, the longer reform takes, the more likely is catastrophic failure. 
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