


The Oogah Blast is a monthly publication of the Gold Coast Chapter of the 
Model A Restorers Club.  Founded in 1952, M.A.R.C. encourages its members to 

acquire, restore, preserve and exhibit the Model “A” Ford.  And most importantly, 
to enjoy the fellowship of other Model “A” Ford owners around the world.  !

2014 Gold Coast M.A.R.C. Chapter Officers!
President  Mike Vitetta 954-815-0603  mjvitetta@aol.com  
Vice President  William Stoneman   954-942-3751 sedab1@yahoo.com  
Treasurer   Harold Fienberg    561-716-0998 hfienberg@bellsouth.net 
Secretary   Melissa Schmidt    954-649-3005 dscats@comcast.net 
Sgt. At Arms  Tony Spaich   954-604-2552 aspaich@bellsouth.net 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS!
Jerry Carbone   954-675-7341 jerbone@bellsouth.net      
John Ford 561-495-9119 b_ jford@yahoo.com   
Steve Peterson  954-605-5343  peterspeed28@yahoo.com        
George Phipps 954-309-7711  gplima14@aol.com  
Dick Rust 561-699-7663 audreyfranz@comcast.net 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN  Tony Spaich   954-604-2552   aspaich@bellsouth.net 
OOGAH BLAST EDITOR      John Ford   561-495-9119   b_ jford@yahoo.com 

  PAST PRESIDENTS!
Don Graham 66, 67 Gene Mueller 82 
Victor Nelson 68 Tony Spaich 83, 98, 99 
Larry McNeal 69 Lou Puma  84, 85, 90 
Russ Gagliano 70 Dorothy Page 86, 97 
Tom Brandt 71 Jim Stein  87 
Bill Sigmon, Sr. 72, 78 Karen Christensen 88, 89 
Dave Neill 73 Ray Voigt  91, 96 
Roger Kash 74 Frank Vercouteren 92, 93 
Joe Goater 75 Clark Ballard 94, 95, 00, 01 
Rick Kornowski 76 Louis Kipp 02 
Don Estes 77 Bert Armada 03, 04, 05 
Pete Ohr 79 Mike Vitetta 06, 07, 08, 11 
Ron Huelbig 80 Mike Cimorelli 09, 10 
Bob Collins 81 George Phipps 13 !

           GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING                       CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP DUES  
      Third Wednesday of the month at 7:30 PM   $30 per year due January 1st  
           Denny’s  Restaurant  (Back Room)                         Make check payable to: M.A.R.C.* 
          3151 NW 9th Ave, Ft. Lauderdale, FL     Mail check to:  Tony Spaich 
  (Northwest corner Oakland Park & Powerline)                1290 NE 27th Ave  
(No general meeting in July, August & December)             Pompano Beach, FL 33062  
  
* MARC National membership is separate from Gold Coast Chapter membership and requires 
separate dues sent to the home office.  MARC insurance for club event participation is not provided 
to Gold Coast Chapter members who are not National members!  You must be a MARC National 
member to receive MARC insurance coverage at club events.         Info at www.modelaford.org 



!  !
From the Presidents dash !

With summer over and kids in school I hope all of you got a chance to get out and 
enjoy yourselves. !
We need to start to think about elections for the coming year and planning for our 
All A show. We are looking for a few people willing to stand up and assist the club 
by volunteering to be on the board and members to assist in the planning and 
execution of the All A Show and Awards Dinner in the spring. I can guarantee that 
you are never alone when volunteering to head something in this club. If help is 
ever needed it is there for the asking, we just need a spear head. !
Driving at night can be a challenge of nerves in the Model A. The reasons I see 
and I have read about is the poor headlights on the Model A. It seems there are a 
couple of reasons for this, incorrectly made light bulbs for the sockets. (The bulb 
filaments should be pointed not flat.) The reflectors original silver finish is worn 
or tarnished. The reproduction reflectors have been made with the wrong shape for 
years. Reproduction lamp sockets allow the socket to turn in the reflector so 
focusing is impossible. !
Solutions; 
Brattons has new reflectors made to the correct shape for focusing, and are coated 
the same way as telescope mirrors are coated. Your original reflectors can be re-
plated as well.  
Correctly made sockets are coming according to Bert’s in Denver. 
Lastly bulbs, you need to ask about the filaments when you buy the bulbs. !
All these things will give you bright, focused lights for night time driving! !
If you look at the calendar you will see we have events planned for the fall but we 
are always open to suggestions for more.  !
Lastly, I found these web sites with information on the Miami area. If you come 
across any sites for Broward and Palm Beach let me know and I’ll send them out 
in an email. !
http://www.pbase.com/donboyd/memories_1920to1929 
http://www.pbase.com/donboyd/memories_1930to1939 !
Mike 
   







	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Saturday, May 24, 2014 Tune  Up & Tube Steaks  
   We had the event at the Elk's Club grounds. It was a beautiful sunny day. There were 15 Cars present 
along with 24 members in attendance. Burgers and Hot Dogs were the fair of the day. It was hot yet 
again. Many of the Guys were dealing with Fuel and Carburetor issues on some of the cars, with a few 
minor adjustments made to others areas. 

   Jerry Carbone and Bill Locklin came with their new Flat bed truck. I like it, they still had some work 
left to do on it, but its coming along. Caroline House visited while she was home from her long cruise 
and stayed for just a bit. It was nice to see her.  

   At 2 pm we were all ready to leave, and as we lined up to go, Barry Fienberg, our lead car stopped.  
After his father Harold got him going again, we all took our turns in line to leave with Barry as our lead 
car. Unfortunately, he only got about 1/4 mile away and broke down again. When we caught up to him 
there was a state Trouper behind him with the flashing lights on. So we all pulled over and pushed him 
to the side of the road. In a matter of 10-15 minutes we felt it was fixed again. Team work at it's best.  

   I was talking to Barry and he said that as soon as his car stopped he started his check list. The 
Trouper walked up and asked him what he was doing? Barry said in just a few minutes there will be 
more Model A,s coming and they are going to ask him if he did this, that and the other to get going 
again doing and that made the Trooper to laugh. We started out again and went about 1/2 mile and 
Barry's car stopped again. We all pulled over and it was a quick fix. I just made sure that my car was 
blocking the lane so that it was safe for all to be on the road. Sometimes modern flashers are needed.  

   When David and I got home, he told me that he had issues with our Model A all the way. I guess the 
gas tank needs to come out?  

                                                                       Melissa Schmidt 

sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 

                  Sunday June 15, 2014 Father’s Day Car Show at Mizner Park !
    The day started off early, David was at Mizner Park at 6:30 AM. He was the second car there, but 
the first car for our Model A’s to save our spot so we were all together. I was at home and had the TV 
News on and they were advertising the show. I looked up to see our Absolutely Antique 31 Coupe. So 
there was the TV News Guy telling some of the history of the Model A (He got the info from David).  
   The TV Guy was so impressed with our car, he had David instruct him on how to start and drive it. 
Then they came on the news again and He started up the “A” and he Drove it. David videoed it for us. 
   We parked in front of the Amphitheater, and it was a great setup for us to display our Model A’s 
where it would be convenient for people to view our cars. We unfortunately only had 7cars show up 
in our area out of the 10 to12 that had signed up for the Show.  
   Jerry, Bill and Sharon who are members of our club parked down the Avenue with the other club 
they belong to. We actually had a better spot as it was very warm and we had shade and a light breeze.  
Of course we had a little rain, but it did not last long. We did have lots of people looking at the cars, 
and many had taken photos. Seems that our car was photographed a lot, and I’m not sure why it was 
so popular, because the rest of them are in much better shape to look at. I suppose people like to look 
at something in its really rough stage.  
   A lot of our members in attendance had family gatherings to get to so they left a couple of hours 
early. We stayed till the end, and that was great because our dilapidated looking car took a Trophy.  
One of our members said, that’s our second one in a row. So he is going to rub crap on his car so it 
looks old and antique like ours so he can have a chance to win one to. The rest of us agreed with him. 
                                                                        
                                                                        Melissa Schmidt 





Editor’s Apprentice’s Desk 
!
    As you will see, this issue of the Oogah Blast is a little larger. This issue covers June 
to September 1st. The Club managed to be some what busy during this time period. 
One thing you should note, if you don’t see your Car, your Picture or your Name in the 
Oogah Blast there is a good chance you did not attend those outings or functions shown. !
   One of the latest outings was to attend a visit to John Ford’s house. John does  not get 
out all that much since his operation for Cancer in his leg. So it was set up to visit John 
for about 1 to 2 hours and then everyone would all go out to have some lunch with John. 
Well that did not happen. John and Bobbie changed that idea into a wonderful breakfast 
of Waffle’s, Strawberries and Whip Cream. Those who were so lucky to par-take were 
Jim & Gwen Hammer, Bill & Joan Snow, Harold Fienberg & his Grandson Jacob, Bill 
Stoneman & Carol Lawatsch, Mike Herbstman, David Board, Audre Franz and myself. 
Apparently everyone was so full, we didn’t go for lunch. On top of this, John offered the 
Guys that wanted to, to drive his Porshe. I’m sorry more of the members were unable to 
attend. The full photo of the front and back cover is of the Ford’s home. !
   I sent out E-Mail’s to everyone for the last outing, but I got a few bounce backs. So if 
you can, will you please allow me to send you e-mails, it will help. E-mail for Audre and 
Dick is { audreyfranz@comcast.net }. Another thing I would like to address. In the  
e-mail message, I asked to let me know if you where coming or Not. The reason for this 
was so we could make arrangements with the restaurant and let them know how many 
were coming. Little things like this do help. !
   I understand we are going to have openings for Officers in our Club. It would be nice 
if some new people with fresh ideas would step up and go for the open positions. The 
same people should not have to do all the work, especially since we have members who 
seem to do most of the volunteering for every thing that needs to be done. Officers 
positions are not that difficult to do and others Officers will help them. Also 
volunteering to do an outing is a big help, and you may come up with something new to 
do. There is plenty of Officers to help with the project.  !
   Here is another opportunity for the members to voice there opinion on what they 
would like the Club to do to keep moving forward and growing. Let the officers know 
what you like about the Club and those things you would like to have changed. Its your 
Club, don’t be afraid to voice your opinion. If you have an idea on something you would 
like to do, let the Officers know. Send an e-mail or a phone call to any of your Officers 
or Board Members. !
                                                                                       Dick Rust 







                         Visit to the Butler House 
   Ron LaVergne Hosted a tour to the Butler House. I talked to Ron about  
being there, and he thought it would be great to have the Model “ T ” on the front 
lawn. As it turned out the Butler House was built in 1923, and that just happened 
to be the same year our Model “ T ”  was built. 

   As it happened to be, there were only two cars from the Model “A” Club. Tony 
Spaich had his 1931 Model “A” and Audre and I had the “ T ”. Ron and Mary 
Louise along with Trish and Allen Davis drove modern cars. It was wonderful to 
see Allen and Trish there.  

   If you have never been to the Butler House, you missed seeing what living was 
like in 1923. They had a lot of the original furniture and appliance’s. There is also a 
tour through the house, and you can learn some of the history of that time period. 
On the property is a Banyan Tree that is the oldest one in Florida. If you get a 
opportunity, you can visit the Butler House the last Sunday of every month.  

   P.S. We could not keep the “Big Kids” out of the tree. 

ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 

                               4TH OF JULY 
   Friday the 4th of July started out as a nice cool day. There were eight Model 
“A”s and one hot rod that started out from different directions, all headed to the 
City of Margate for there 4th of July Parade. We were lucky that they put us all 
together. 

   Roberto, who brought the hot rod said he was still working on his Model “A”. 
When we got lined up, everyone hurried to decorate there car’s. We pretty much 
just got that done and we were off to start the Parade. When Audre and I went to 
start the car, it would not start. Well a couple of the Guys gave us a short push and 
we were off. It was very slow moving and it started to get very hot in the cars, but 
that’s the way it is in Florida. !
   At the end of the Parade we all stopped to let both us and the cars cool down. 
Then it was off to Lester’s Restaurant for Brunch. Lester’s is also where we have 
our General, Board and 2nd Saturday of the month breakfast meetings. After 
breakfast I got started right off, but I noticed that Fabio was having trouble starting 
his car. Then all of a sudden it started and he yelled over, he forgot to turn the key  
on.  
                 Is this shades of Barry??? 

























 FALL-WINTER- 2014 CALENDAR 
Aug 9   - Breakfast at Lester’s Diner, Saturday 9 AM, 4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy., Margate 

  Aug 10  - Jaxons Ice Cream, Sunday 11:30 AM—Till, 128 S. Federal Hwy., Dania Beach 

             Good By to the Good Old Summer Time. 
!
  Sept 2  - Board Meeting, 7:00 Lester’s Diner 
Sept 13 - Breakfast at Lester’s Diner, Saturday 9 AM, 4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy., Margate 
Sept 13 - International Model “A” Ford Day,  MARK YOUR Calendars 

  Sept 14 - Elks Lodge Car Show, Sun. 10 AM - 2 PM 700 N.E. 10th St., Pompano Beach 
  Sept 17  - General Meeting, Lester’s Diner, Wed. 7:30, 4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy., Margate 
  Sept 27 - Creative Workshop Auto Fab. Tour, Sat. 9:30 AM, 118 Hill St., Dania (Drive Modern) 
         2015 Nominations for Election of Officers - Club Needs Volunteers. !!!!!  !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
   Oct 7   - Board Meeting, 7:00 Lester’s Diner 
  Oct 11  - Breakfast at Lester’s Diner, Saturday 9 AM, 4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy., Margate 
  Oct 15  - General Meeting, Lester’s Diner, Wed. 7:30, 4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy., Margate 
  Oct 18  - Waterway Cafe, Saturday ( time to come ), 2300 PGA Blvd., Palm Beach Gardens 

                  Need to think about the All “A” Show in Mar. or Apr. 2015. 
!
   Nov 4   -  Board Meeting, 7:00 Lester’s Diner 
   Nov 8   -  Breakfast at Lester’s Diner, Saturday 9 AM, 4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy., Margate 
   Nov 19  - General Meeting, Lester’s Diner, Wed. 7:30, 4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy., Margate 

                  Election of Officers for 2015. 
                 
   Dec 13  -  Holiday Dinner, Saturday 5 pm, Tropical Acres Steakhouse, 2500 Griffin Rd., Davie 
   Dec 14  -  Festival Flea Market car show, Sun. 8 am, Sample Rd & Turnpike 
   Dec 20  - Breakfast at Lester’s Diner, Saturday 9 AM, 4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy., Margate 

                             Looking Forward to Happy Holidays,  
                    a Great New Year and more Club Events  

  




