


JANUARY CALENDAR

 2013 Club Dues are Due no later than Jan 30!!!

Gold Coast MARC Club events are in 1ST Section below

Jan 16		 -	General Meeting; 7:30 @ Denny’s Restaurant, 3151 NW 9th Ave,
				    northwest corner Oakland Park and Powerline
House Open House and Antique Car Show
Feb 2	 -	St. Max Carnival, Saturday 11:30-3, Hiatus Rd. & Johnson St., Pembroke Pines
			   Mike Vitetta, club chair this event 
Feb 4	 - Board Meeting
Feb 20		 - General Meeting, 7:30 @ Denny’s Restaurant, 3151 NW 9th Ave,
				    northwest corner Oakland Park and Powerline
Feb 24	 -	Boca Raton Concours d’Elegance, 9–5 Sunday, Boca Raton Hotel & Resort
			   Harold Fienberg, club chair this event

Mar 4	 - Board Meeting
Mar 17 - 2nd Annual Flying Pigs Tour & BBQ, 10-3 Sunday, John Ford’s House, Delray
Mar 20	 - General Meeting, 7:30 @ Denny’s Restaurant, 3151 NW 9th Ave,
				    northwest corner Oakland Park and Powerline
 
SO FAR THERE IS ONLY ONE GOLD COAST MEMBER SPONSORED 
EVENT ON THE CALENDAR FOR 2013!  Help keep our club active planning 
or coodinating a tour, event or trip to some place special.   

The dates in italics below are for non-club events. Details and entry fees at:
cruisinsouthflorida.com, southfloridahotrides.com, flacarshows.com

Jan 19	 - 	 Sample/McDougal House Open House and Antique Car Show, see flyer in this issue
Jan 20	 -	 Youth Auto Training Center/Cool Wheels Car Show, Quiet Waters Park, Deerfield Beach
Jan 20 	 -	 Broward Mall Annual Car & Truck Show 10am-4pm – Plantation
Jan 27	 -	 Miami Magic City Casino 13th Annual Car Show, Miami

Feb 2	 - 	 St. Andrews Episcopal Church Antique Car Show, Boca Raton 
Feb 22-23 Verde Classic Car Museum/Mecum Auction, Boynton Beach

Mar 3	 - 	 Town Center Mall Classic Car Show 12 – 6PM, Boca Raton
Mar 9	 - 	 Royal Palm School Benefit Car Show - Lantana
Mar 10	 -	 Our Town America Classic Car Show 10-4PM Coral Springs

April 4-7	-	 Ft. Lauderdale International Car Show 

Volunteers wanted to help plan a Club Rally and/or Scavenger Hunt in 2013.
Contact John Ford at b_ jford@ yahoo.com or 561-495-9119 home; 561-901-9824 cell



THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT
GOLD COAST MARC

Happy New Year to everyone.  A beginning to a new year and a new President for the Gold Coast 
MARC Club. Please join me in offering many thanks to the Chapter Officers and Board of Directors 
for 2012. 

Many additional hours are dedicated to the club and I feel many, many thanks should be given to 
Jennifer Vitetta, Frank Vitetta and Dick Rust for their outstanding efforts in bringing the club to the 
standards it has reached today.

Elected Board Members for 2013: Steve Peterson, Vice-President; Harold Fienberg, Treasuer; David 
Schmidt, Secretary; Tony Spaich, Sergeant at Arms; and myself, George Phipps, as President.
Board of Directors include: Jerry Carbone,  Russ Gagliano, Roberto Vichera and OOGAH BLAST 
Editor John Ford.  I ask all club members feel free to speak to any one of the board members, you 
thoughts and ideas are important and we wish to hear from you. I am also asking club members 
to become more involved, even a little bit of help or time towards the activities or ideas of club 
advancement will be most welcome.

Many thanks to Trish & Allen Davis for all their work in providing such a great holiday dinner with 
the Gold Coast MARC Holiday Party last December 09, 2012. As we all know, this dinner is also 
the installation of the club’s new officers, as well as delicious food and the sharing of a great time 
by many club members. Many hours of planning and preparation have gone into such an event, as 
well as the high hopes of all attending club members enjoying the food and time together. Another 
great job and many, many thanks to Trish & Allen.

I have many thoughts about my new position as President of the club, one being I should have 
attended that meeting where I was nominated and elected. All joking aside, I want this to be your 
club and I will be asking for those ideas in a personal survey, asking some questions, yet really 
wanting your honest thoughts about what you would like to see happen or what you don’t like from 
the past. This will give me some ideas to past to the Board and try to implement. Now we all know 
it is hard to make everyone happy, without sometimes stepping on someone’s toes, and if this 
happens I am sorry. But I will try to incorporate a little bit of everyone’s ideas. If all are happy, then 
the good news will travel fast and membership will grow as well as the continued efforts of bringing 
the Ford Model A or T into the lives of those who don’t own or know of these great Ford vehicles.

Now, I truly wish to thank a man who has done so much for this club.  Mike Vitetta has been President 
of this club for five years. In the years I have known Mike, his energy and his sharing of knowledge 
of this vehicle we all know as the Ford Model A (and T) is one of the greatest examples of friendship 
and the meaning of family I have ever seen. It would take another page for me to completely write 
all I have seen Mike do for this club, for the Model A and for his extended family. I am very thankful 
to him and look forward to his continued guidance as my baby steps are taken in this new position.  

Best Wishes for a great New Year for all, George 





Festival Winter Car Show 
Dec 2 - by John Ford

Boy what a huge event this 
has become!  Managed by our 
own Russ Gagliano of Russ G 
Events, over 700 cars were on 
display, a new record. Grouped 
together right in the middle of 
the show next to the Sentinel 
tent were 18 Gold Coast cars.  
Dick and Silvio brought their 
T’s and all the A’s that show 
up regularly at our events 
were there plus a few of our 
member’s cars we rarely see.

The weather was nice and the 
trees in the parking lot provided 
plenty of shade.  Attendance 
was steady and pretty heavy all 
day long.  Dick Rust and I each 
took home trophies.    

Thank you Stravos Maforis and 
Sentinel Classic Car Insurance 
for paying all our members 
entry fees and providing a 
hot dog lunch and cold water 
for those in need.  We really 
appreciate your generosity.  
Hopefully you’re getting 
some business from our club 
members. Joe Longo did the 
cooking.  My Sentinel hot dog 
was so good I had to go back 
for a second one.   

After the show I loaded up on 
super cheap fresh vegetables 
at the fresh market inside 
the mall.  If you do not know 
about this bargain grocery 
store, check it out at the Spring 
Festival Show.  I swear the 
prices are half that of Publix for 
high quality veggies and fresh 
fruits, plus they have a pretty 
good fresh fish market.  

It was by far the biggest show 
of the year and plenty of kids 
had a blast giving my talking 
oogah horn a good work out.  
It is shows like this that make 
owning an A a lot of fun.   

Holiday Party Report
by Trish Davis

We had 39 people signed up for 
our Annual Holiday Party on 
December 9, 2012.  This year 
thanks to Harold Fienberg and 
Dick Rust we had period music 
from beginning to end using the 
Country Club’s sound system.  
There were 4 people who paid 
for dinner but were not able 
to show up so we raffled off 4 
chicken dinners with cheesecake 
for dessert for $5.00 each and 
the lucky bidders brought them 
home after the party and the 
$20.00 went to the Treasury.  The 
spark plug award was presented 
to Harold Fienberg.  Mike Vitetta 
gave a farewell speech.  We are 
going to miss you and all the work 
you have done for the club.  The 
new Board of Directors were 
introduced and the new President, 
George Phipps gave us a summary 
of what he has in store for 2013.  I 
apologize for not mentioning any 
other awards, my memory isn’t 
what it used to be.  For all those 
who did not attend, you missed a 
great one and probably the last one 
that will be held at the Deerfield 
Beach Country Club as it has been 
bought out by the Toll Brothers.  
Whoever is going to organize next 
year’s party start thinking about a 
spot now.  It has been suggested 
to me that we might want to do a 
luncheon and drive our cars.  
Party photos elsewhere in this 
Blast

DON McART

Dec 28, 2012,  Jan McArt 
and family held a 
Celebration for life for 
Don McArt at a theater 
on Lynn University 
Campus.  I realize that 
it was a bad time of 
year for our members 
visiting family and not 
in the area.  There were 
also many members who 
called me that were 
down with the bug that 
is going around.  It 
was disappointing to 
see the poor showing. 
The theater was empty.  
Don’s Family put on a 
wonderful show.  The 
members of the Club 
who paid their respects 
were Scott McElroy, 
Harold Fienberg & Allen 
& Trish Davis.  There 
were constant photos 
of Don in all his roles 
and an array of cars 
that he had throughout 
his life.  All performers 
used these photos as a 
backdrop.  There were 
many speakers who had 
nothing but wonderful 
praises for Don.  He left 
an unbelievable legacy 
to his family.
Trish Davis





From The Editor’s Desk,
Sorry for the delay on this issue.  Never, never 
let your six year old grandson download a free 
game onto your computer.  I did just before New 
Year’s and it knocked me out for two weeks!  
Hey, he’s a smart kid, knows his way around my 
iPad better than me, but I’ll never let him play 
games on my desktop again.  Beware of down 
loadable free stuff from the internet.  Some of it 
is free just to get you to take a bite of their virus.

Inside are 41 photos from our four most recent 
club events.  Thanks goes to Dick Rust for all the 
Holiday Party Photos and Harold Fienberg for 
the Ft. Lauderdale Historic Society show photos.  
I shot the Fall Festival and the Fords & Friends 
Meet photos.  Each photo was selected from the 
many taken, then cropped, resized, exposure 
corrected and then placed into photo montages 
to fit onto a Blast page.  If you or your car is not 
shown, I do apologize.  I either ran out of space 
or you weren’t there.      

Did everybody have a good time at the Holiday 
Party and the Fall Festival Show the day before?  
Over seven hundred classic cars and motorcycles 
were squeezed into the Festival parking lot. Dick 
Rust won a trophy for something.  He doesn’t 
remember because he’s already got enough 
trophies to open up an automotive thrift shop.  I 
won the Club Choice Trophy.  That was a real 
surprise.  It’s out on the kitchen counter where all 
our visitors can see it.  

Most of you missed out on seeing an incredible 
John Staluppi Model A collection just before it 
was moved out of North Palm Beach.  That’s 
the one club event that’s not in this month’s 
issue.  Photos I took of his 50+ A’s truck heavy 
collection will be in Feb’s Blast.  

OK, upcoming events:  Not very many so far.  
Come on guys, volunteer to plan an event for the 
club.  It’s your turn.

Feb 2 is the St. Max Carnival down in Pembroke 
Pines.  There was a good turnout of club cars 
last year and there’s plenty of things to do at the 
carnival.

Feb. 24 is the Boca Raton Concours d’Elegance 
(sounds kind of hoity toity).  It’s an expensive 
$50 to get in for non-exhibitors, but it’s one of the 
top shows of the year with an incredible variety 
of some of the very best automotive design and 
workmanship of all time.  It’s not Pebble Beach 
or Amelia Island, but it’s not far behind.  Every 
year it just gets better and better.

Three weeks later on March 17th I’m hosting the 
second annual Flying Pigs Tour and BBQ.  The 
tour will consist of stops at Green Turtle Cay 
Nature Preserve in Delray Beach for an elevated 
boardwalk pond tour and/or a visit to Bedner’s 
Farmers Market and/or a stop at a nearby RC 
Airport at your option.  After the tour we all will 
rendezvous at my house for keg beer, other drinks 
and smoked BBQ ribs, pulled pork and chicken.  
Sides will be salads and chips or whatever you 
bring.

At this time I would like to personally thank our 
ex-President, Mike, for breaking me into A’s and 
the club ways.  I’ve only been a member of the 
club for 19 months, but that’s long enough to see 
how much enthusiasm and work it takes to be the 
President our 60+ member club.  So thank you 
Mike for helping me both with my car and with 
the Oogah Blast tech articles, etc.   And thank 
you for all the work you did for club during your 
many tenures.  

And thanks goes to George Phipps for 
volunteering to be our new President.  He ran 
unopposed; we all know how popular the job is.  
Did Steve somehow blackmail you into running?  
Good luck, George.  We got your back, sort of.

Let’s have a great 2013.       John Ford, editor   





















Be Prepared For Long Touring

Originally by Bob Bidonde, May 1996
Submitted by Mike Vitetta

Spare Parts, Materials & Tools that the group should have available

Points (2 sets)	 Socket Set - 3/8 Drive
Condensers (2)	 Grease Gun
Rotor (1)	 Torque Wrench
Fan Belt (1)	 1/2 to 3/8 Drive Adapter
Water Pump (1 rebuilt)	 Drag Link Socket
Water Pump Packing (2 rings)	 Valve Spring Compressor
Ignition Coil (1 tested good)	 Gasket Scraper (Putty Knife)
Spark Plugs (1)	 Pocket Knife
Light Bulbs (1 of each size)	 Scissors
Plastic Wire Tie Wraps (12)	 Ground Cloth
Water Hoses (1 set)	 Plastic Wash Bucket
600 W Oil (1 quart)	 Sponge
Oil (1 quart)	 Tire Irons (2)
Water (1 gallon)	 Flash Light
Head Gasket (1)	 Wrenches - 1/4 to 3/4
Gasket Paper (1 square foot)	 Adjustable Wrench
Valve Springs (1)	 Allen Wrenches
Electrical Tape (1 roll)	 Hammer
Bailing Wire (3 feet)	 Vise Grips
Electrical Wire,12 gage (12 feet)	 Magnet
Cotter Pins (Assortment)	 GoJo Hand Cleaner
Turn Signal Flasher	 Paper Towels
Fuses (If your car has them)	 Jack & Handle
Inner Tube	 Drum Puller
Tube Patch Kit (with fresh cement)	 Feeler Gage
Generator (Tested good)	 Brake Adjusting Wrench
Cutout (New)	 Gloves (Leather & Rubber)
 36” Long Jumper Wire (Alligator clips each end)	 Drift Pin
Ammeter (New)	 Files (Round & Flat)
First Aid Kit (Band-Aids, aspirin, burn ointment)	 Small Mirror (Ask your dentist for one)

Notes
Generally, you should have enough tools to install the spare parts you take along.	
Pack the tools, points, condensers & water where they are quickly accessible.
For very long trips, pack a national club roster if you help from another Model A’er in route.
6-volt electrical parts cannot be bought in modern stores, so be sure to have spares.

What To Do When The Engine Quits 
Stay calm and think. Most cases are fixable at roadside.
Pull over to the side of the road as far from traffic as possible.
Think methodically and follow this plan in the order given. Avoid randomly replacing things! 



Check the gas gauge. Is there gasoline?
Check for fuel flow at the carburetor by disconnecting the fuel line. Use the gas shutoff for On 
& OFF control. If no or inadequate flow, work towards the tank. Clean-out the sediment bowl. If 
you have added a filter to the bowl, remove it and recheck the flow. If there’s debris in the tank 
or clogging the line, blow hard through the line.
Check for spark at 1st the plugs, 2nd the points and 3rd the coil. A weak or non-existent spark 
is likely the result of a faulty condenser, bad coil hi-voltage wire connection or defective coil. 
Backfiring and noticeable loss of pulling power just before the engine quit are symptoms of a 
decaying condenser. 
Check primary (low voltage) electrical supply to the ignition coil. The wire under the movable 
distributor plate, poor battery connections, defective ammeter or defective pop-out switch are 
likely bad actors. 
Check for compression by hand cranking the engine - feel it.

Maintenance Recommendations
1. At Least One Month Before The Trip:
a) participate in a club safety inspection then fix all discrepancies found;
b) remove the wheels & drums. Clean and visually inspect all brakes and wheel bearings for 
wear and damage. If the service brake linings are worn replace them. Make sure all of the brake 
rollers rotate freely. Tighten the backing plate attachment nuts & bolts. Check to see that all 
cotter pins are in place. Repack the wheel bearings with a good quality grease and adjust them. 
Adjust the service and emergency brakes. Skid test the brakes.

2. Within One Week Of The Trip:
a) Engine Compartment: check distributor plate wire, check condition of ignition points (if pitted 
replace the points & condenser), adjust point gap, lightly lubricate the distributor cam (use a 
slight amount of high temperature grease), install a new condenser if existing one is more than 
a year old, oil distributor cup; clean distributor & coil Bakelite parts, clean & gap spark plugs, 
adjust ignition timing, adjust fan belt tension, check water pump packing and adjust packing nut 
if necessary;
 b) grease every grease fitting on vehicle including clutch throughout bearing and U-joint;
 c) top-off or change the motor oil as necessary;
 d) check transmission oil, steering oil, rear axle oil and top them off as necessary;
 e) drain the gasoline sediment bowl and carburetor lower body. Clean all gasoline filters;
 f) check the battery fluid, and clean the battery terminals and lugs;
 g) sparingly oil the generator bearings;
 h) check all lights and the horn;
 i) check all wheel lug nuts are tight (45-50 ft-lb. torque) & all tires are properly inflated;
 j) put proof of insurance and registration papers are in the car;
k) check the spare parts and tools you will be taking along. Pack them where they are 
accessible! Include a water pump, fan belt, ignition points, a FEW CONDENSERS, ignition coil 
(tested), water pump packing, one of each type of wheel bearing, electrical fuses (if applicable), 
light bulbs, plenty of cotter pins, inner tube, tube patch kit, generator cutout (tested), stop light 
switch, bailing wire, 14 gage stranded copper wire and wire repair materials. The tools you take 
should be sufficient for maintenance and to install your spare parts. Bring at least one gallon 
of water, one quart of oil, a quart of gear lubricant, some rags, hand cleaner, first aid kit, fire 
extinguisher, a chamois to wipe the car down and maps of the route. 





The Oogah Blast is a monthly publication of the Gold Coast Chapter of the Model A Restorers Club 
Founded in 1952, M.A.R.C. encourages its members to acquire, restore, preserve and exhibit the Model “A” Ford

And most importantly, to enjoy the fellowship of other Model “A” Ford owners around the world. 

2012 Gold Coast M.A.R.C. Chapter Officers
	 PRESIDENT 	 MICHAEL VITETTA	 954-443-0077 	 mjvitetta@aol.com	
	 VICE PRESIDENT 	 GEORGE PHIPPS  	 954-646-8717	 gplima14@aol.com
	 TREASURER 	 HAROLD FIENBERG	 561-716-0998	 hfienberg@bellsouth.net
	 SECRETARY 	 JENNIFER VITETTA   	 954-649-3005	 jennifer.vitetta@gmail.com
	 SERGANT AT ARMS 	 TONY SPAICH  	 954-604-2552	 aspaich@bellsouth.net

          BOARD OF DIRECTORS	    		
JERRY CARBONE  	 954-675-7341	   MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN        
DICK RUST	 561-699-7663	 TONY SPAICH   954-604-2552  
STEVE PETERSON	 954-605-5343	     OOGAH BLAST EDITOR	
JOHN FORD	 561-495-9119	 JOHN FORD   	561-495-9119 
FRANK VITETTA	 954-443-0077      	      b_ jford@yahoo.com

  PAST PRESIDENTS

Don Graham	 66, 67	 Gene Mueller	 82
Victor Nelson	 68	 Tony Spaich	 83, 98, 99
Larry McNeal	 69	 Lou Puma	 84, 85, 90
Russ Gagliano	 70	 Dorothy Page	 86, 97
Tom Brandt	 71	 Jim Stein		  87
Bill Sigmon, Sr.	 72, 78	 Karen Christensen	 88, 89
Dave Neill	 73	 Ray Voigt	 91, 96
Roger Kash	 74	 Frank Vercouteren	 92, 93
Joe Goater	 75	 Clark Ballard	 94, 95, 00, 01
Rick Kornowski	76	 Louis Kipp	 02
Don Estes	 77	 Bert Armada	 03, 04, 05
Pete Ohr	 79	 Mike Vitetta	 06, 07, 08, 11
Ron Huelbig	 80	 Mike Cimorelli	 09, 10
Bob Collins	 81

	 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 	 CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP DUES 
	 Third Wednesday of the month at 7:30 PM	 $30 per year due January 1st 
	 Denny’s  Restaurant  (Back Room)	 Make check payable to: M.A.R.C.*
	 3151 NW 9th Ave, Ft. Lauderdale, FL	  Mail check to:  Tony Spaich
	(Northwest corner Oakland Park & Powerline)  	 1290 NE 27th Ave	
	(No general meeting in July, August & December)	 Pompano Beach, FL 33062 	
	

* MARC National membership is separate from Gold Coast Chapter membership and requires 
separate dues sent to the home office.  MARC insurance for club event participation is not 
provided to Gold Coast Chapter members who are not National members!  You must be a MARC 
National member to receive MARC insurance coverage at club events.        
Info at www.modelaford.org	









Classifieds January 2013

1931  Roadster – Don McArt’s car. Fully restored to concours condition, flawless black paint, 
mint chrome/wood trim, like new dark brown leather interior, like new Barron LeBonney top, 
overdrive. One of the nicest Roadsters in S. Florida.  $19,900 John Lawlor, 561-866-5387.
1930 Tudor - Washington Blue, black roof & fenders, straw wheels, good paint, no rust, 2 
year old tires, runs great.   Price reduced, $11,500 m.b.o Located in central Florida at The 
Villages near I-75 & Turnpike.  Ted & Alva Alexander, 352-333-3319  

Miscellaneous Automotive Items
1928 Model A rolling chassis (early model with red steering wheel) Everything there from engine 
to rear axle, radiator, steering column.  Does not run, engine free, no sheet metal, spoke wheels, 
no tires.  $1,500  
1930 Model A frame assembly, clean, straight, no rust.  $500
1929 Model A Roadster Pickup new top and frame assembly (Lebaron & Bonny) $950
1929 Model A Tudor front & rear fenders, decent shape $900
Model A wheel 19” & 17”  $75 each
Model A tires, 19” & 21” good used take offs   $50 each
Miscellaneous Model A parts …………..inquire
Manual Tire changing machine, perfect for older wheel and spokes.  Comes with attachments, 
every good condition, change your own.   $750
Have many V-8 Ford, Mercury, Lincoln parts, Packard parts, custom parts…inquire Russ 
Galiano, Jr. no phone calls  contact merklvr@msm.com
                                                         ------------------------------------------------
Two tan Model A canvas tire covers.  Make Offer. Audrey Franz  561-495-9258


