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SPRING 2014 CALENDAR 

 

Mar 30 - Festival Spring Car Show, 10-4 Sun., Sample & Turnpike, Pompano, RSVP Mike 
  

Apr 1 - Board Meeting, 7:00 Lester’s Diner 
Apr 5  - Creative Workshop Auto Fab. Tour, 9:30 Sat, 118 Hill St., Dania, drive modern  
Apr 12 - Harbors Edge MARC Show & Lunch, 10:30-2 Saturday, northwest corner Linton 
   & Intracoastal Bridge, Delray  
Apr 16 - General Meeting, Lester’s Diner, 7:30 Wed, 4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy, Margate 
Apr 19 - Breakfast at Lester’s Diner, Saturday 9 AM, 4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy, Margate 
Apr 27 - Flagler Museum Tour, Sun. 10-3, A1A to Palm Beach, details to be announced 
 

May 4 - Classic Car Roundup, Sun. 10-4, Bergeron Rodeo Grounds, 4271 Davie Rd, Davie 

May 6 - Board Meeting, 7:00 Lester’s Diner 
May 10 - Breakfast at Lester’s Diner, Saturday 9 AM, 4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy, Margate 
May 21 - General Meeting, Lester’s Diner, Wed. 7:30, 4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy, Margate 
May 24 - Tune Ups & Tube Steaks, Elks Lodge, Saturday 9-2, 700 N.E. 10th St., Pompano 
 

Jun 3 - Board Meeting, 7:00 Lester’s Diner 
Jun 11 - Breakfast at Lester’s Diner, Saturday 9 AM, 4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy, Margate 
Jun 15 - Father’s Day Car Show, 9-4 Sunday, Mizner Park, Boca Raton, Russ G Events 
Jun 18 - General Meeting, Lester’s Diner, Wed. 7:30, 4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy, Margate 
July 4 - Margate 4th of July Parade, 8:30 -11 Friday, Margate Blvd. 
 

No Oogah Blast in April – Updated Calendar & Flyers Only! 
  

The dates below in italics are for non-club events. Details and entry fees at: 
flacarshows.com, cruisinsouthflorida.com, southfloridahotrides.com,  

 
SOUTH OF BROWARD BOULEVARD 

Apr 6 - Dream Car Classics, 10-2, Downtown Hollywood 
Apr 26 - Cooper City Founder’s Day / AACA Car Show, 1-5, Cooper City 
May 2-4 - Exotic & Custom Car Show, Ft. Lauderdale Convention Center 
May 4 - Dream Car Classics, 10-2, Downtown Hollywood 
 

NORTH OF BROWARD BOULEVARD 
May 17 -  Beacon Light Annual Open Car & Truck Show, Shoppes of Beacon Light, Pompano 

 
SOUTH PALM BEACH COUNTY 

Apr 6 - VR Veterans Open Car Show, 11-3, Canyon Town Center, 8780 Boynton Beach Blvd. 
 



 
 

From the President’s Dash 
 

I want to thank all of you that came to St. Max for the show. The weather was perfect, the 
food booths were open at noon and we received our tickets at that time with no problems. 
We had 13 cars and 18 members at the show and again, THANKS! For those not there, 
we were treated by Dick Rust allowing us to drive his T on the show grounds. 

We have a truly eclectic group of Model A owners. We have those that would drive their 
cars anywhere anytime and those that fear driving out of site of home. Those who only 
drive in perfect weather and those who would brave anything just to drive these beauties. 

Because of this, we as a board have scheduled more “official” events then we have in 
some time. This should give you members a chance to get your cars out at least a few 
times this year. 

This year we have added more established car shows to our official club activities. These 
shows help club members and/or charities. It appeared to us that having the same small 
group of members hosting events time after time and year after year was burning them 
out.  How about pitching in?  Host an event, don’t know how, we can help. 

Please look at the schedule of events to see what is coming up next so you can plan 
accordingly.  

In the early 1920s, Ford had a large plant in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan; to be 
exact, Kingsford, Michigan, the town named after Henry Ford's Cousin. Henry Ford was 
always looking for new ways to combine resources. One day as the Model T cars were 
coming off the assembly line, Ford realized a solution for the many wood scraps being 
discarded would be sent them to his chemical building to be made into charcoal.  Thus 
was born an entirely new industry and an American tradition, charcoal briquette cooking, 
a.k.a. “Barbeque”.  

The Kingsford Company was formed when E.G. Kingsford, a Ford relative, brokered the 
site selection for Ford's new charcoal manufacturing plant. The company, originally 
called Ford Charcoal, was renamed Kingsford® Charcoal in his honor. Kingsford 
Charcoal is made from charred woods, and then mixed with ground coal and other 
ingredients to make a charcoal briquette. The Kingsford High School sports teams are 
named the Kingsford Flivvers, with their mascot a Ford Model T. True story!  

Mike 



From the Editor’s Desk, 

Hi all antique car lovers.  Although it is a bit late due to a variety of reasons, 
there’s a lot in this Oogah Blast  issue. 

Coming up within the next two months are six different club events starting with 
the Spring Feastival Show!  Yeah!  Check out the calendar and pick your favorites 
to attend.  There are two car shows, three opportunities to eat a lot of good food, a 
museum tour and a restoration shop tour and on May 24 our Spring Tuneups & 
Tubesteaks.  The indoor Classic Car Roundup in Davie on May 4 sounds really 
good.  Check out the flyers and get your registration in early to get some nice 
benefits.  Maps to all event locations other than the Elks & Festival are in this issue 
to make it easy for you to get there without getting lost.   

Also in this issue are the 2014 Gold Coast Survey results and event pics from the 
Ford & Friends Meet and Mike’s St. Max car show and a restoration article and 
pics by Daniel Fortin for his 31 pickup.  Also in this issue is a new Blast feature 
page “Getting To Know You” by Carol Lawatsch.  It will profile a different 
member each issue beginning with Tony Spaich.  Thanks Carol for your great new 
contribution.   

Special thanks goes to Mark Gompertz again for his event photography, this time 
for St. Max.  And thank you Harold Fienberg for a couple of photos from the 
McDougal House and First Brazilian Church car shows.  And thank you Tony, 
Mary and Mike for your pages this month.   

I hope you enjoy this issue and that you’ll able to attend a few of the events 
scheduled in the coming weeks.  Happy Motoring  

John Ford, Editor 

 







2014 MEMBER SURVEY RESULTS 
16 members filled out the survey.  Only a few members answered every question, so the sampling is 
somewhat limited.  Of interest is the first question showing our membership is just about equally divided 
north and south with the center line probably along Sample Blvd.  So Lester’s is an ideal meeting place.  
Four members have cars that need some work and everybody is aware help is available.  Some members are 
willing to drive another member’s A, but not any T’s.  Sounds like a T driving school might be of interest to 
some of our members.  MARC members drive their cars an average of six times a year with some driving a 
lot more often.  Regarding event miles, a majority preferred events of 40 miles or less.  Four are willing to 
drive 100+ miles during an event.  The survey responders were about equally divided on overnight trips.   
Our members prefer antique car shows more than open car shows, try to attend as many club events as 
possible and attend about four car shows a year.  Regarding event preferences, an A1A drive with a meal 
tops the list. All our club events got high ratings with longer distance events slightly less.  Everybody is fine 
with the Blast being a bimonthly publication. Shown below are the number of members responding 
positively, unless it’s a 1 to 5 scale score with 5 being best.   John Ford 
1. I live south of Broward Blvd: = 4 members; north of Broward Blvd: = 7 members; live in P. B. C. =  5 members 
2. Elks General Meeting Location:  change it ;   A better location would be: Lesters 
3. Elks Lodge food score with 5 being the highest: 3; Lester’s food score: 4  
4. Saturday Breakfast Location: OK;   A better location would be: no suggestions 
5. My Model A/T is running and can do shows and other club events: 13 out of 16 said yes 
6. # of members needing Model A/T works:  brakes work = 3, engine rebuild = 1; clutch adjustment = 1; gas = 1 
7. I am aware there is a group of members willing to help with my A / T repairs: 16 
8. I would like to know more about how thing work on my A / T? 6 
9. I am willing to go to a member’s home to learn/assist in repairs: 8 
10. I would like to attend club outings but would prefer that another member drives my A/T 0 
11. # willing drive another member’s car to an event: Model A: 5 members, Model T: 0 members 
12. I prefer to just drive a modern car to daylight club events: 5 members, ride in a member’s car to club events 3. 
13. How often did you drive your A or T in 2013: 14 responded = average 6 times. Some wrote 10+ times 
14. Approx. how many times did you drive your A or T to a club event in 2013: 8 responded = average 6 times.  
15. I do not own an A or a T: 0 responses 
16. I am looking to buy a Model A: 1 Eric Gompertz wants a Victoria; a Model T: 0 
17. The max miles I would drive my A / T for a car show or club event is: 7 members 40 avg; 4 wrote 100 miles + 
18. The likelihood I would do an overnight tour in my A / T is: 7 yes, 6 no 
19. The average number of car shows I like to do a year is: 11 responded, average was 4 
20. The average number of club events I can do a year is: 11 responded, average was “as many as possible” 
21. # of members preferring the following types of events : Open car show: 6; Antique Car show: 9; All A & T 

show: 6; Tune Ups event: 7; Club event in members home: 6; Restoration Business Garage Tour: 7; Driving 
School: 3; Mystery Tour: 6; Museum Tour: 6; A1A breakfast +: 9; A1A tour & lunch: 8; West Broward 
Breakfast +: 6; West Broward tour & lunch: 0; South Palm Beach breakfast+: 4.  

22.  I would be interested having a monthly MARC lunch 6, on Sun __, on Sat __, A1A __, at Lester’s  __ 
23. Other event suggestions: Car Games Event, Goodyear Blimp Tour; Airboat Ride; multi-day Island Cruise, 

Intercoastal Dinner Cruise; Valentine’s Day Dinner; wedding on beach 
24. Rate the following club events in 2013: Tune Up Tube Steaks 4-5; Ford BBQ 4-5;  Festival Shows 4-5,  

St. Max 3-4, Holiday Dinner 4-5, A1A Tour north 3-4;     
25. The Oogah Blast is fine the way it is: all wrote yes 
26. I’m OK will the Oogah Blast being a bimonthly all wrote yes  
27. I would like to see more Oogah Blast articles about: member’s car project; how their A or T was acquired; 
member’s car collection, national events, assign one member a month to write a Blast article.   







 
Carol Lawatsch’s “Getting To Know You” 

TONY SPAICH 

Our club Membership Chairman, Tony Spaich holds title to the longest CONTINUOUS membership in 
the Gold Coast Chapter of MARC-1974 to present.  He has presided over our club as president for 3 
different terms of office-1983, 1998 & 1999.  Tony has owned his 1931 Model A Deluxe Coupe since 
1985 and has many awards and trophies as a result of the great upkeep and TLC he has given his 
Model A.  

Born in Detroit, MIchigan, Tony moved to Florida upon his retirement from the Detroit Police 
Department in 1973 after 28 years of service.  He contributes many interesting “Blast From The 
Past” articles to the Oogah Blast, retelling club events and activities from “the good old days” 
while he and his wife Helen continue to participate in Gold Coast Chapter activities in our current 
“good NEW days”.  Tony and Helen do a wonderful job welcoming new members to our meetings. 
They are role models, offering friendly greetings and sharing information and representing our 
chapter of MARC with those who come to car shows. 

 The Spaichs live in Pompano Beach and have been married over 66 years.  They have 3 daughters 
and 2 grand cats! They well deserve the honor recently bestowed upon them by the club.  A brick 
bearing their names has been placed at the MAFFI Model A Museum at The Gilmore Car Museum in 
Hickory Corners, Michigan.  Many thanks to the Spaiches for their years of service. 

Watch for the Next “GETTING TO KNOW YOU” Bio featuring one of our members. 

 







First a little history.  Purchased in Tennessee in 2007 by a man living north of Montreal, Que.  He tried to use it 
in a parade with no brakes and the engine heated badly after 5 minutes.  So he gave up on it.  Five years later, he 
put it up for sale on the internet.  That’s when I found it.  I had just been retired two weeks prior and looking for 
something interesting to do.  So I gave myself a retirement gift.  I received it on May 10, 2007.  90% original 
but in dire need of a complete restoration.  There were no blinkers, engine wouldn’t run, overheated 
immediately, and that’s when the work began.  The radiator was out for a new core, the engine overhauled, new 
bored at .030 thd, new pistons and rings, new 55 valves, new wood floor, new water pump, hoses, clamps, 
battery, cables, overhauled steering box arms and pins, all new brakes with cast iron drums, rebuilt trany, 
repaired frame, some welding and riveting a lot of scraping and cleaning, alter all the prep, a good coat of 
primer and black paint.  Now I have something to build on.  Restoration lasted 2-1/2 years full time and enjoyed 
all of it. Daniel   (Daniel’s Montreal to South Florida 2013 trip in this car was featured in the Nov-Dec Blast). 

 







Mike Vitetta’s Tech Tips 
Setting up the Carburetor on a Ford Model A 
 
The carburetor should be adjusted the way it will be operated normally. If it 
has an air filter, adjust it with the filter in place. If you have poor results 
setting the idle, the carburetor may not work properly with a filter, so try it 
again if necessary without the filter. 
 
1. Start and run the car to warm it up to normal operating temperature. 
 
2. Push the spark advance all the way up (left hand lever). The spark should be 
left in this position, (fully retarded), for the rest of these steps. 
 
3. Pull the throttle down to a fast idle (right hand lever). 
 
4. Now we will find the “sweet spot” to keep the Gas Adjusting Valve, (GAV), 
set at. This is the choke knob under the passenger side of the dash. 
 
5. Open GAV 1 turn (CCW). 
 
6. Now slowly fully close GAV, and note that the car should start idling poorly 
as you approach full closed (CW). Slowly open the GAV back to the point where 
it speeds up slightly and starts running smoothly. This will be the ideal place to 
set the rest of the carburetor up. It will also be about the best place for 
driving, though it can vary with temperature, gasoline brand, etc. 
 
7. Push the throttle back up to an engine RPM for smooth steady idling, at a 
speed you prefer. 
 
8. Adjust the idle screw so that it hits the stop on the carburetor. 
 
9. Push the throttle all the way up. The idle screw will hold the idle at the 
speed you preferred, as set in step 7. 
 
10. Adjust the Air Idle screw as follows. Turn it in (CW, which is richer) until 
the engine starts to run poorly. Note the position. 
 
11. Now adjust the Air Idle screw CCW (leaner) until the engine starts to run 
smooth. Continue turning the Air Idle screw out CCW until the engine again 
starts to run poorly. Note the position. 
 
12. Turn the Air Idle screw back CW until it’s about half way between the 
positions found in steps 10  
 
13. Leave it there. You should try to find the spot where it runs smoothest 
between rich (CW) and lean (CCW). 
 
14. Test drive the car. Check for proper performance. 















The Oogah Blast is a monthly publication of the Gold Coast Chapter of the 
Model A Restorers Club.  Founded in 1952, M.A.R.C. encourages its members to 

acquire, restore, preserve and exhibit the Model “A” Ford.  And most importantly, 
to enjoy the fellowship of other Model “A” Ford owners around the world.  

 

2014 Gold Coast M.A.R.C. Chapter Officers 
President  Mike Vitetta 954-815-0603  mjvitteta@aol.com  
Vice President  William Stoneman   954-942-3751 sedab1@yahoo.com  
Treasurer   Harold Fienberg    561-716-0998 hfienberg@bellsouth.net 
Secretary   Melissa Schmidt    954-649-3005 dscats@comcast.net 
Sgt. At Arms  Tony Spaich   954-604-2552 aspaich@bellsouth.net 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Jerry Carbone   954-675-7341 jerbone@bellsouth.net      
John Ford 561-495-9119 b_ jford@yahoo.com   
Steve Peterson  954-605-5343  peterspeed28@yahoo.com        
George Phipps 954-309-7711  gplima14@aol.com  
Dick Rust 561-699-7663 audreyfranz@comcast.net 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN  Tony Spaich   954-604-2552   aspaich@bellsouth.net 

OOGAH BLAST EDITOR      John Ford   561-495-9119   b_ jford@yahoo.com 

  PAST PRESIDENTS 

Don Graham 66, 67 Gene Mueller 82 
Victor Nelson 68 Tony Spaich 83, 98, 99 
Larry McNeal 69 Lou Puma  84, 85, 90 
Russ Gagliano 70 Dorothy Page 86, 97 
Tom Brandt 71 Jim Stein  87 
Bill Sigmon, Sr. 72, 78 Karen Christensen 88, 89 
Dave Neill 73 Ray Voigt  91, 96 
Roger Kash 74 Frank Vercouteren 92, 93 
Joe Goater 75 Clark Ballard 94, 95, 00, 01 
Rick Kornowski 76 Louis Kipp 02 
Don Estes 77 Bert Armada 03, 04, 05 
Pete Ohr 79 Mike Vitetta 06, 07, 08, 11 
Ron Huelbig 80 Mike Cimorelli 09, 10 
Bob Collins 81 George Phipps 13 

 
             GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING                           CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP DUES  
     Third Wednesday of the month at 7:30 PM   $30 per year due January 1st  
           Denny’s  Restaurant  (Back Room)                         Make check payable to: M.A.R.C.* 
          3151 NW 9th Ave, Ft. Lauderdale, FL     Mail check to:  Tony Spaich 
  (Northwest corner Oakland Park & Powerline)                1290 NE 27th Ave  
(No general meeting in July, August & December)             Pompano Beach, FL 33062  
  
* MARC National membership is separate from Gold Coast Chapter membership and requires 
separate dues sent to the home office.  MARC insurance for club event participation is not provided 
to Gold Coast Chapter members who are not National members!  You must be a MARC National 
member to receive MARC insurance coverage at club events.         Info at www.modelaford.org  



CLASSIFIEDS NOVEMBER 2013 

Free space available here to advertise your A’s, T’s & parts 
1928 Tudor Sedan, Tan, cream wheels, brown interior, great restoration to original condition.  In 
Parkland.  Make offer.  Joe Longo 561-613-1021  
 

 
 
 
 

 


