


The Oogah Blast is a monthly publication of the Gold Coast Chapter of the 
Model A Restorers Club.  Founded in 1952, M.A.R.C. encourages its members to 

acquire, restore, preserve and exhibit the Model “A” Ford.  And most importantly, 
to enjoy the fellowship of other Model “A” Ford owners around the world.  

2015 Gold Coast M.A.R.C. Chapter Officers
President  Richard Rust 561-699-7663  oogahupdate@gmail.com  
Vice President  William Stoneman   954-942-3751 sedab1@yahoo.com  
Treasurer   Harold Fienberg    561-716-0998 hfienberg@bellsouth.net 
Secretary   Melissa Schmidt    561-213-6563 schmidt245@comcast.net 
Sgt. At Arms  Tony Spaich   954-604-2552 aspaich@bellsouth.net 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Mike Vitetta                   954-443-0077            mjvitetta@aol.com 

Jerry Carbone   954-675-7341 jerbone@bellsouth.net      
John Ford 561-495-9119 b_ jford@yahoo.com   
Steve Peterson  954-605-5343  peterspeed28@yahoo.com        
David Schmidt 954-605-5344 dscats@comcast.net 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN  Tony Spaich   954-604-2552   aspaich@bellsouth.net 
OOGAH BLAST EDITOR      John Ford   561-495-9119   b_ jford@yahoo.com 

  PAST PRESIDENTS
Don Graham 66, 67                           Gene Mueller              82 
Victor Nelson 68                                 Tony Spaich                83, 98, 99 
Larry McNeal 69                                 Lou Puma                84, 85, 90 
Russ Gagliano 70                                 Dorothy Page             86, 97 
Tom Brandt 71                                 Jim Stein                87 
Bill Sigmon, Sr. 72, 78                           Karen Christensen    88, 89 
Dave Neill 73                                 Ray Voigt                91, 96 
Roger Kash 74                                 Frank Vercouteren     92, 93 
Joe Goater 75                                 Clark Ballard              94, 95, 00, 01 
Rick Kornowski 76                                 Louis Kipp                02 
Don Estes 77                                 Bert Armada               03, 04, 05 
Pete Ohr 79                                 Mike Vitetta                06, 07, 08, 11, 12, 14 
Ron Huelbig 80                                 Mike Cimorelli            09, 10 
Bob Collins 81                                 George Phipps           13 

           GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING                        CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP DUES  
     Third Wednesday of the month at 7:30 PM   $30 per year due January 1st  
                Lester’s Diner  (Back Room)                               Make check payable to: M.A.R.C.* 
        4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy, Margate, FL     Mail check to:  Tony Spaich 
            (North side, one block east of 441)                1290 NE 27th Ave  
(No general meeting in July, August & December)                Pompano Beach, FL 33062  
  
* MARC National membership is separate from Gold Coast Chapter membership and requires 
separate dues sent to the home office.  MARC insurance for club event participation is not provided 
to Gold Coast Chapter members who are not National members!  You must be a MARC National 
member to receive MARC insurance coverage at club events.         Info at www.modelaford.org 







             

                 Carol Lawatsch’s “Getting To Know You” 
                                                      OUR PRESIDENT, DICK RUST 
Where was our club president born and raised? Why, Dearborn Michigan, of course—
headquarters of Ford Motor Co. and home of Henry Ford himself!  Dick’s recollection 
of Dearborn in those days-just about everything was “all about Ford”. Although Dick 
did not work for Ford, most of his family members did.  Dick’s father emigrated from 
Scotland as a child, settled in Vermont and learned the stone cutter’s trade. Later he 
sharpened tools for Grave Stone Cutters. Dick’s aunt was involved in the auto trim 
business, and Dick worked with her from age 16 to age 22. That, and many other 
experiences prepared him with skills he has used in later life. As a youngster, he had 
hobbies such as gas powered model airplanes and motorized erector sets, but his 
interest in cars came later. While Dick heard stories about Model “A”s & Model “T”s 
previously owned in his family, there were none by the time he was born. Like many 
others of us, he learned to drive on a tractor while working on a farm in Michigan as a 
youngster. When it came time for his first car, Dick had his eye on a 1950 Mercury, a 
gleaming beauty with side pipes, a big engine and big fenders.  “Father said NO” So the 
first car was a 1949 Plymouth convertible. He had not owned it long when he got his 
first “education in auto mechanics” when the engine gave out.  He repaired that, and 
began customizing cars of the 50’s.  From age 22 to age 70, Dick worked in the printing 
business. Beginning to see a pattern here? He studied typing in High School, learned 
photography and set up his own dark room to develop photos. All these skills make it 
possible now to do the wonderful job he does producing the Oogah Blast while John 
Ford recovers from surgeries. Dick moved to Florida in 1985 because of changes in 
work and family situations. He has one daughter, one son and a three year old 
granddaughter.  In the 1990’s, Dick and Audrey Franz were both on their own, and 
were introduced by friends.  When Dick first “met” Audrey’s 1931 Model “A” Deluxe 
Coupe, it was up on jack stands in her garage. The leaking top which they covered with 
a checkered tablecloth soon had to be restored, followed by restoration of the engine, 
fenders, etc. The most unusual thing was the discovery of a bullet hole in the engine, a 
mystery which still remains unexplained.  Audrey’s first trophy as a result of the 
restoration was in 2007. The greatest adventure Dick & Audrey have had with antique 
cars happened when they went on a 5-state tour with a group of Model “T” owners.  
Dick had bought a Model “T” on e-bay in 2010. They trailered the Model “T” to North 
Carolina where the group gathered, then covered the 979 mile trip in a convoy.  At one 
point, coming down a steep mountain, the “Rocky Mountain Brakes” on Dick’s “T” 
gave out, setting some wiring afire. When smoke filled the cab, he turned the “T” right 
into the mountain to stop it.  They escaped unharmed, made some repairs and drove 
on!  Dick stepped up to become president of our Gold Coast Region of MARC in 
December of 2014 when Mike Vitetta’s term ended. He has somehow managed to do 
both jobs-president and assistant to the editor of Oogah Blast, doing an amazing job for 
which he deserves our thanks and our support.  He welcomes suggestions for events & 
hosting, and would appreciate offers of help with activities. Many thanks, Dick.







Saint Max Church Carnival 

   It was a beautiful Saturday morning, March 14, 2015.  We met at our usual 
monthly breakfast at Lester’s Diner in Margate.  After we ate, a group of us 
toured to St Max’s Church 
Carnival in Pembroke Pines.   

   I was in the lead and obtained 
directions by Goggling the name 
of the Church.  I did not pay 
attention as the automatic spell 
check gave directions to St Mark’s 
Church in Pembroke Pines.  The 
ride was uneventful and the 
weather could not have been 
better.  When we arrived, Tony 
Spaich noticed my error.  Fortunately, St Mark’s Church was on the way to St 
Max’s Church.  We arrived to the Carnival on time.   

   We were met there by some of the members from that area who had just 
arrived including Mike Vitetta (the 
event chair) who had to come modern 
due to some transmission problems. 

   In all we had seven Model A’s.  
Someone brought a tent to provide 
some shelter from the sun.  There was 
a flea market there which provided us 
all with entertainment and then we 
were provided with tickets for free 
eats.  What could be better, we sat and 
talked and played around with some of 
the cars.  Many people attending the 
carnival and flea market stopped by to 
look and ask questions. 

   We stayed there from about 11:00 am till about 2:00 pm, and then we broke 
up and proceeded home.  The trip home was uneventful and everyone arrived 
home safe and sound. 

   All in all a great time.  If you missed it this year, make sure you attend future 
events like this. 

                                                                                             Harold Fienberg











SUMMER - 2015 CALENDAR 

   May 04 - Board Meeting, 7:00 Lester’s Diner 
   May 09 - Breakfast an General Meeting Lester’s Diner, Saturday 9 AM,  
                  4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy., Margate 
  May 00 - Tube Steak Picnic, Information to come later 

   June 01 - Board Meeting, 7:00 Lester’s Diner 
   June 13 - Breakfast an General Meeting Lester’s Diner, Saturday 9 AM,  
                  4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy., Margate 
  June 00 - Breakfast and Machine Shop Tour, See how Model A Engine is rebuilt - Date to follow 

   No Board Meetings or General Meetings during July and August only Saturday Breakfast 

   July 11 - Breakfast at Lester’s Diner, Saturday 9 AM, 4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy., Margate 

   Aug 08 - Breakfast at Lester’s Diner, Saturday 9 AM, 4701 Coconut Creek Pkwy., Margate 

             NATIONAL MARC MEETS - 2015 
    June 25-July 1- National Meet, Niagara Falls, ON Canada. Reg. form Jan./Feb. 
                       Model “A” News. Visit Website www.marcniagarafalls2015.com 

                       Don’t forget an Up To Date Valid Passport 

                                              BE A MARC MEMBER, 
                  AND LIVE THE MODEL “A” EXPERIENCE 

         
                      








