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THE CICARETTE WORLD AND

carrying on business for the pure love of their fellow men?
Why not make the landlords of the shops bear their share?
We fancy we see them doing it ! Let us suppose that some
faddist Chancellor of the Exchequer doubled the duty on
tobacco, would our Belfast contemporary still argue that the
prices to the consumer should remain the same,  Once for all,
who s to pay the mereased duty, the man who deals in tobacco
or the man who consumes it 2 There can be but one reply—
the latter.  If the government were to re-dimpose the penny
stamp duty on newspapers, would the Belfust Luening
Telegraph still maintain its price at one half-penny ? Like the
parliamentary orator we pause for a reply.
et
A WRITER using the original pscudonym of Smoker”
writes to the Nortk Eastern Daily Gasette what he doubtless
considers a trenchant attack on the retail tobacconists for
extorting money from the poor consumer. He says: “ When
~ twopence per pound was taken off tobacco some nine month_s
| ago, 1t is noteworthy there was no reduction in price.” Tt is
}. ilwly ‘possible to conceive a single sentence containing more
- maccuracies. In the first place, not twopence but sixpence
‘was taken off not nine months but nearly two years ago, and
'm' @mumer at @nce got at least 44, and sometimes 34. an
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smokers from highly-scented tobaccos such as they have heen
Ladies should understand that the cigarette
ol the tobaceo used for its
however, that the dainty *whiffs ™

among ‘‘the

wonl (o affeet,
should be judged on the merits
manufacture,  We
alluded to,will not be clagsed by the “unco guid

Lrust,

roses and raptures of viee.”
——

On another page will he found an admiralile article on the
uses of tobacco from our excellent contemporary, /ealth. We
invite our readers’ special attention to it, though we fear it will
make our anti-tobacco friends squirm.

Among a number of advantages justifiably claimed for the
weed, perhaps the most important is that it facilitates digestion,
and that a discontinnance of smoking sometimes causes
dyspepsia.  Almost every smoker who has been obliged for
any reason to temporarily give up smoking will be able to
confirm this statement, and it is specially noticeable that after
a full meal, worship at the shrine of my Lady Nicotine pro-
duces a general feeling of comfort and easiness. Truly a good
dinner without a smoke afterwards is altogether- unprofitable.
As for after dinner coffee, as the old Persian proverb says:
“ Coffee without tobacco is meat without salt.”

. =i

WE have published a report of the case of Lambert & Butler
z. Samuel Hawkins, trading as The Cardiff Tobacconists’
Supply, at greater length than we usually allow to cases in the
Courts, because the points raised were of such great importance
to the tmde that we did net think it advisable to leave out
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Derby Guardians the Clerk reported that the contractors for

tobaceo and snufl had written to ask whether they would be
It was decided to reply that such
compelled to take

allowed the mcreased duty.
a risk was one which contractors wer
the ordinary course of their business,
that out of the prives paid a very heavy proportion goes in
duty, we think contractors would be well advised to mserl a
clause in all tenders providing for a proportional nerease or
rebate, avcording 10 the duty, since we might get a Chaneellor
of the Exchequer who would suddenly put on a large merease,
and thus ruin many who had rashly contraeted without
providing for such a risk. At the very low price at which
tobaceo is usually supplied—possibly for sentimental reasons—
to Boards of Guardians, even an increase of 44, a pound must
mean a considerable joss,

i

In view of the fact

g
Ovr misspelt word competition shows no sign of failing

interest amongst our readers, and this month we have to record

an unprecedented number of competitors.  Although we have
| vanous interesting alternative schemes in the editorial drawer
ready for production at the first sign of a falling off in the
‘comipetition. they shall remain there as long as our readers
~display the enthusiasm which they have recently done. “The
‘winning conpon which we have to record this month, was sent
n by Mn A, Swanley, 200, Dudley Road, rBzh_rmmgham, to
| n has been forwarded 2os. worth of “Colonial Empires,”
| the wellknown cigars manufactured by Messrs. Sidney
! Lid, of Noingham and Birmingham. To
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The Trade
and the Duty.

Bl rAst. At o megting of the principal
decided 1o use the price list issued Dy the
as o hasis for the revised prices in Belfast,

retailers, 1t was
Dublin (ealers

BirkeNiEan, — The retail tobacco dealers in Birkenhead have
agreed to advance the price of tobacco at an all-round
rate of 4. per 1b,

BiryiNGHANM. —Last month, a conference of retail tobacconists,
representing various :tntreq throughout the Kirtgdom, was
held at the Colonnade Hotel, Birmingham, under the
auspices of the United Tobacconists’ Association, which is
a federation of the more influential local Associations of the
country. The object of the conference was to discuss the
increased duty on tobacco, especially with reference to its
insidence as affecting the manufacturer, the retailer, and the
consumer. Mr., John Ashton, of Stoke (President of the
federation), occupied the chair ; and delegates were present
from Birmingham, Bristol, Coventry, Walsall, Leeds and
the Potteries. Several delegates expressed great indignation
at the action of the manufacturers in relation to the increase

_ of duty, alleging that, not content with adding the full
amount of the increase to their prices, they had seized the
opportunity to exact even larger profits than they had
hitherto eénjoyed. A letter was read addressed to Mi. F. A,
Badman, of Birmingham, by Sir John Willox, M.P., head of
the ﬁrm of Cope & Co, Lwerpool stating that in his
opinion it was quite hopeless to ask the Chancellor of the
Exchequer to change his proposal this year. The practical

point now to be considered was how the emergency should
be met, and one broad principle should be borne in mind.
The avowe g

intention c:af the Chancellor

the B
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* receive a deputation on the question.  In the course of the
proceedings it was suggested that if manufacturers main-
ned an uncompromising attitude, retailers should resort
& w wholesale nmﬂufactum on their own aceount. A move-
ment of this kind is almudy in operation on a limited sea'e.

a__ 2 subsequent meeting, held on March 27, under the
residency of Mr - gh Silvester, a letter was vead from
ﬁm J. A Potts, of Stockpaort, suggesung that the Association
should adopt a weight of 200 grains for the hall-ounce of
twist tobacco at 1hd.  Since the resolution fixing the price
of twist tobacco at 3# v ounce, he had received several
com s, as it affor an inadequate margin of profit.
Mr. Doyle, West Bromwich, stated ‘L t in that district and
W he Black Count tobacconists were charging
a_box of matches,

|o

ing to pay it (uota
A rééo‘lntm. was proposed that paper
be with the tobacco, the price to remain at
34. per ounce An amendment was moved to the above
that mi per haiﬁeme and a box of matches, and 334. per
. should be Evemually it was declded to

129

Now, if the smoker refused 1o pay an extra farthing per
ounce f(or his obaceo, it would mean that thousands of
dealers in tobacco would be deprived of the very modest
income with which they had to sustain their wives and
families. It was only reasonable to suppose that the same
apirit should animate the people at home as animated the
soldiers at the font.  Alter o prolonged discussion, a
resolution was passed, on the suggestion of Mr. I Hopkinson,
determining upon the increase of price, but stipnlating that
farthings should not be used, but matches given instead. It
was stated that tobacconists had not benefited by the
reduction of duty two years ago, because the amount of
moisture in the tobacco was decreased at the same time, and
the margin of profit to all engaged in the trade was so small
to-day that it was impossible for them to bear any portien of
the additional duty. It was decided to communicate the
e of the trade to all members of the trade, and to
wine and beer sellers and grocers.

‘BursLEM.—Retail tobacconists here have advanced pigtail,
Irish roll, and all other tobaccos formerly sold at zd. per
ounce to 3 zz’ half ounces to be charged 154

g,‘énera.lly agreed nse has bem "Eeated n tI-ns










































































































