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In This Issue   From the President: 
 by Chief Don Davids 
 

Greetings to all MABAS Members, 

Welcome to spring in Illinois, we have 
fluctuated from really nice and warm to 
cold and snowy in the same week a 
couple of times already. With the ad-
vent of spring, we have the chance for 
severe weather and this is a great time 
to review your mutual aid documents 
for both giving and receiving assistance. 
Please also take some time to make 
sure any MABAS assets that your divi-
sion hosts are ready to go  

The tasking’s that MABAS receives from 
IEMA have slowed dramatically as 
COVID-19 numbers have been drop-
ping. Most Western shelter systems 
have been taken down from their de-
ployed sites. MABAS has been in-
specting, repairing and replacing parts 
on Western shelter systems as they are 
returned to their host divisions. If you 
find damage or parts that need to be 
replaced, please contact your branch 
operations chief and they will facilitate 
those needs.  

Our annual MABAS training summits for 
chiefs and dispatchers were held in 

February in Bloomington-Normal and 
we had very good turnout of both 
attendees and vendors. Thank you to 
everyone who helped make those a 
success. The MABAS executive board 
meeting was held on February 23 and 
again, we had a great showing by divi-
sions. We also had our committee 
meetings at the beginning of the chief’s 
summit and a great deal of work was 
accomplished. 

 The positions of MABAS president was 
up for election at the February board 
meeting and it is an honor for me to be 
the president of the leadership team 
for the next 3 years. Thank you to eve-
ryone for their support.  

The next MABAS executive board 
meeting is scheduled for June 15 2022. 
We will host the meeting at the MRC in 
Wheeling and hope to have 2 remote 
sites that we will identify in the near 
future.  

Please stay safe and take care of your 
communities.  

Respectfully, 

Don Davids 

President, MABAS-IL 

davids@mabas-il.org 
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Next Board Meeting 
June 15, 2022 

10:00 am   

Remote locations TBD 

www.mabas-il.org 
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For more information visit 

https://www.sylvane.com/blog/spring-cleaning-tips-and-

checklist/ 
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After an absence in 2021 due to the pan-

demic, the 2022 MABAS Command & Dis-

patcher Summit successfully returned in 

February. While attendance was down 

from previous years, I think everyone who 

attended would agree it was nice to get 

back to in-person events and some sem-

blance of normalcy. The staff at MABAS 

did a great job in staging the event and 

kept everything running smoothly. A big 

thank you goes out to all the vendors who 

supported the Summit. Without their sup-

port and sponsorship, we would never be 

able to hold the Summit. Thank you to all 

the Committee members who attended 

and provided input to the planning pro-

cess this coming year. The Summit next 

year will take place February 17th through  

February 21, 2023 again at the Blooming 

ton-Normal Marriott hotel. Please let us 

know if you have an idea for upcoming 

presentations that would benefit all 

MABAS members. I encourage everyone 

to attend so we can keep this important 

event alive and well.  

The grant request process is underway for 

the new fiscal year. We should be hearing 

soon about the FFY22 Homeland Security 

Grant application process for grants that 

begin in 2023. We have already submitted 

requests for the next two years under the 

Urban Area Security Initiative. While we 

do not expect there will be an increase in  

available funding to MABAS we will work 

hard to maintain our current funding lev-

els until a more stable source of funding 

can be secured.  

Recently we said goodbye to a long-time 

MABAS staff member, Ed Murphy who 

retired. Ed was the MABAS Credentialing 

Coordinator and we will certainly miss 

him. We wish Ed good luck and good 

health in the future. Also, another long-

time MABAS staff member, Jeanie Mercier 

is in the process of moving to Arizona. 

Jeanie will still be assisting us remotely 

and wish her well as she sets up her new 

home.  

Congratulations go out to Don Davids who 

was reelected to another 3-year term as 

MABAS President at the February Execu-

tive Board meeting. Thanks for stepping 

up to serve again. The positions of MABAS 

2nd Vice President and MABAS Treasurer 

will be open at next years election.  

Thank you for your continued support of 

MABAS and stay healthy and safe.  

A Message from MABAS-Illinois 
By: Chief Glenn Ericksen 
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The AHOST Credentialing Team has now 
been in place for almost a year and is 
looking to expand its membership.   The 
All Hazards Operations Special Teams 
formed in the middle of May of 2021, 
with less than 20 founding members lead 
by Lisa Alfaro of the Oak Forest FD.   

Training began at the MABAS Readiness 
Center in Wheeling IL, learning the cre-
dentialing and accountability software 
that will track personnel on MABAS calls.  
The thought was to ensure that all peo-
ple on-scene will be credentialed, 
checked -in, and tracked throughout a 
major incident until they check-out and 
are safely accounted for.   

 

What is has become is an opportunity to 
not only ensure the accountability of 
those deployed, but to place them into 
an assignment, check out equipment, 
track assignment activities, provide re 

ports to Incident Command and partner 
agencies, in addition to freeing up 

Branch Chiefs and Incident Command to 
focus on the important job of completing 
the mission and less on paperwork. 

 In the first two months of the team’s 
existence, members have taken part in 

exercises from the shores of Lake Michi-
gan to Mt. Vernon, from the campus of 
the Illinois Fire Service Institute to the 
airfields of Volk Air National Guard Base 
in Wisconsin.  In addition, being de-
ployed to assist in IEMA Operations fol-
lowing the Rockton Chemtool Plant fire 
in Rockton, IL.  We anticipate partici-
pating in this spring’s MABAS drill and 

testing the capabilities of our tracking 
software.   

The goal is similar to what every admin 
does at their home organization, as-

sisting the men and women in uniform 
to safely do their job.  Those who are 
deployed to disaster areas, major inci-
dents, or large-scale drills are mission 
centric.  Driven to utilize their training 
and knowledge to save life and property 
and live by the MABAS motto “got your 
back.” 

If you are or have an admin that would 
fit this role, we would love for you to 
join us!  We understand that not every-
one is capable of deploying every time, 
but the hope is that you can deploy at 
some point, even to assist with exercises 
or becoming a point person to train oth-
er admin who are capable of deploying.  
If you are interested or have questions 
about becoming a member of the AHOST 
team, please reach out to Courtney 
Michaels at cmichaels@vbg.org or Tim 
Littlefield at littlefield@mabas-il.org.     

AHOST Credentialing Team  
By: Courtney Michaels 

Join Us On Facebook 

Become a member of MABAS AHOST Credentialing Team 

If you are interested in becoming part of the AHOST credentialing team please contact 

Courtney Michaels cmichaels@vbg.org 

Littlefield@mabas-il.org 

Or call MABAS 847-403-0511 
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Happening 

AHOST members Janelle & Sarah credentialing 
attendees during exercise April 6 & 7 

 For More Information 

 MABAS, Illinois 

847-403-0500 

 

Questions/Comments 

If your Department or Division has responded to a call or had a big 

event and you would like MABAS to add it to this newsletter, or you 

have any questions or comments about the newsletters? If so, please 

feel free to email or call us. We look forward to any and all sugges-

tions or comments. 

Email—Littlefield@mabas-il.org Phone—847-403-0511 

At their closest points, the U.S and the 
Soviet Union are over 2 miles (3km) 
apart.[15][30] 

Lightning kills about 10,000 people a year 
worldwide, more people 
than tornadoes or flooding.[29] 

https://www.factretriever.com/fun-facts 

Fun Fact 

MABAS Division Map 
With Branch Chiefs 

www.mabas-il.org 
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ILTF-1  New Members 

Kevin Arendt Rescue Specialist   Katie Boeke     Kip Bordeau Rescue Specialist   
Hoffman Estates FD    Hillside FD     Elgin FD 

     

 

Tyler Demus Rescue Specialist   Craig Gilsinger Logistics Specialist   Brad Kliff Rescue Specialist 
Rockford FD     Lincolnshire Riverwoods FPD  Wheeling FD 

      

  
Robb McDonald Rescue Specialist  Jesse McFarlin Rescue Specialist   Daniel McMullen Rescue Specialist 
Waukegan FD    Park Ridge FD    Rockford FD 
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ILTF-1  New Members 

Dominic Orlandi Rescue Specialist  Henry Van Bogaert Rescue Specialist Scott Vasicek Rescue Specialist 
Rockford FD    Naperville FD    Arlington Heights FD 

     

 

Elizabeth Vlahakis Rescue Specialist  
Park Forest FD  

 

             Not pictured  

    Chris Dammers    Rescue Specialist       Des Plaines FD 
    Clark Dendenger    Rescue Specialist      Bartlett FPD  
    Joe Durante     Logistics Specialist   Morton Grove FD 
    Sean Malloy    Rescue Specialist   Evanston FD  
    Kent Rexilius     Rescue Specialist   Downers Grove FD  
    Scott Waddle     Medical Specialist  Glenview FD 
    Zachary Zweizig   Rescue Specialist   Orland FPD 

 
 

                         Welcome 
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We have rolled out CIMS 3.0 

 

On February 6, 2022 MABAS rolled out our upgraded Contact Information Management System (CIMS). Since the 6th, it has been 
a success. In one month we have had over 300 new profiles created and more then 800 profiles upgraded. It is our goal to get all 
firefighters volunteer and paid into CIMS as well as all team members.  

 

It is important that we work with all the Fire Chiefs or their designee so that they  can assisted their department members up-
grade to CIMS 3.0 and approve all members of their department. 

 

No member of a fire department other than special teams members or ILTF-1 members will receive Tier II credentials without the 
department Fire Chief approving their profile. 

For more information contact your Branch Chief or Tim Littlefield at littlefield@mabas-il.org 

https://cims.mabas-il.org 

 

Check Out Our New web site  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WWW.MABAS-IL.ORG 
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www.mabasfoundation-il.org 

Belt Receives Service Award from Mutual 

Aid Box Alarm System Foundation 

By: http://www.senatorbelt.com/ 
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Foundation Director  

Jeremy Brewer 

 

Jeremy Brewer is the National Property Product Director at COUNTRY Financial, a 19-state insurance and financial 

services company offering a range of products and services, including auto, home, life, commercial insurance, retire-

ment planning, investment management and trust services.  COUNTRY Financial is the third largest Property and Cas-

ualty insurer in Illinois.  Jeremy is responsible for the growth and profitability of the $800M+ Property line of business 

along with product design, implementation and monitoring.   

Jeremy’s relationship with MABAS extends over the past 5 years aligning upon interests of property and life preserva-

tion within the state of Illinois.  He brings a focus on business outcomes, strategic partnerships and analytics in his 

role as a MABAS Foundation board member. 
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Belt Receives Service Award from Mutual Aid Box 

Alarm System Foundation 

By: http://www.senatorbelt.com/ 

 

Continued from page 1 

BELLEVILLE – State Senator Christopher Belt (D-Swansea) accepted an award for his sustained support and 
meritorious service to Illinois fire services from the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System Foundation on Wednes-
day. 

“Firefighters risk their lives every day,” Belt said. “I’m honored to receive this award and I will continue to 
support measures that benefit all Illinois firefighters.” 

The award comes in response to Belt’s support of legislation that would assist fire protection agencies 
and statewide associations, like Mutual Aid Box Alarm System, in pursuing donations designed to build a 
stronger and more sustainable fire, EMS and special team statewide intergovernmental cooperative sys-
tem serving all municipalities during crisis and disaster level events.  

Existing law allows law enforcement agencies and their statewide associations to conduct raffles, while 
fire protection agencies and their statewide associations are not listed in current law. Belt’s measure 
would allow fire protection agencies and their statewide associations to organize raffles. 

“Fire protection agencies often rely on donations,” Belt said. “Raffles will help first responders continue 
their work to keep us safe and fulfill their duties.” 

For more information, visit MABAS’ website. 

Category: Press Releases 

Legislative Support for the MABAS Foundation  

In addition to Senator Belt, Senator Neil Anderson, Senator Antonio Munoz, Senator Robert Martwick, 

and Senator Bill Cunningham, as well as Representative Michael Zalewski, Representative Kelly Burke, 

and Representative Elizabeth Hernandez have also been recognized by the MABAS Foundation for their 

tremendous efforts in supporting this legislation. Those award ceremony dates are pending.  

https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=102&DocTypeID=SB&DocNum=521&GAID=16&SessionID=110&LegID=133104
https://www.mabas-il.org/
http://www.senatorbelt.com/news/press-releases
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MABAS Foundation Partners 

Each month on ‘Inside Darley’ Paul Darley highlights industry trends, new products, best 
practices, thought leadership and more. The videos typically last about 4 minutes and are 
supplemented with insightful articles and resources. We invite the MABAS community to 
watch our October series here and if you want even more content, we hope you’ll sub-
scribe.         

The latest video can be found here https://darley.com/about/entry/inside-darley-october-
2020  

People can sign up for newsletters here: https://darley.com/about/newsletter-signup  

Founded in 1990, Air One Equipment, Inc. is a family owned and operated full-line 
fire and safety equipment distributor. Our sales and service staff work out of a mod-
ern 8,000 square foot facility located in South Elgin, Illinois. Our second location is 
operated out of a 3,500 square foot facility in Menomonee Falls, WI. In both loca-
tions, we have a warehouse full of best in class products available for our first re-
sponders. 

At Air One Equipment, Inc., "You know us by the company we keep". We offer our 
customers quality equipment at competitive prices from the leading manufacturers 

in the industry. We pride ourselves in continuing to provide exceptional service after sale, both on the products we sell 
and the way we treat our customers. With over 400 years of combined experience in the fire service industry, our sales 
consultants and factory trained service staff are able to assist you in choosing and maintaining the equipment you need 
to safely perform your job. Contact "The House That Service Built!" to see how we can serve you in the future. 888-247-
1204 

Union Pacific Railroad Company is the principal operating company of Union Pacific Corpo-
ration (NYSE: UNP). We are one of America’s most recognized companies, with a heritage 
of building the country and a vision to keep doing so. 

Our rail network connects 23 states in the western two-thirds of the country, providing a 
critical link in the global supply chain. Over the last 10 years, from 2009 to 2018, Union 
Pacific invested $34 billion in our network and operations, supporting America’s transpor-
tation infrastructure and enabling economic growth. 

    MABAS ILLINOIS 

     233 W. Hintz Rd. 

      Wheeling, IL 60090 

847-403-0525 

 

WWW.MABASFOUNDATION-IL.ORG 
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https://darley.com/about/entry/inside-darley-october-2020
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