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“Got Your  

Back Talk” 

Volume 25.1 

In This Issue  

 From the President: 
 by Chief Don Davids 
 

Greetings to all MABAS Members, 

Welcome to 2025, I hope everyone had 
a safe and enjoyable holiday season as 
2024 closed out and that you and your 
communities are ready for whatever 
challenges 2025 will bring. Please keep 
the fire service members involved in 
the recent fires in California in your 
thoughts and prayers. Most of us can 
only imagine having multiple large-scale 
incidents with the loss of thousands of 
properties and tragically the loss of 
many lives.  

MABAS has been working on a policy to 
help identify what resources and agen-
cies to utilize for out-of-state EMAC 
deployments and we hope to be able to 
discuss a draft version at the next exec-
utive board meeting. There is an amaz-
ing amount of information that must be 
collected, reviewed and validated be-
fore we can even begin to identify spe-
cific division or agency units to partici-
pate.  

The 2025 MABAS training summit is just 
around the corner in Bloomington from 
February 17 to 19. We have a very in-
teresting group of speakers on some 
recent real-world incidents that I am 
sure will be very enlightening. We also 
have an excellent opportunity to visit 

with many fire service vendors that can 
prove very beneficial.  Our committees 
will meet on February 17 prior to the 
beginning of the summit and will work 
on committee goals, workplans and 
grant funding ideas. If you have never 
attended the training summit, I am sure 
you would find it very worthwhile. Reg-
istration is available on the MABAS-IL 
website.  

I am sure most of you know that there 
has been a reduction in grant funded 
training, overtime and backfill. Please 
make sure you confirm an individual is 
eligible for a class prior to the date of 
the class, so there are no surprises 
along the way.  

Our next executive board meeting is in 
Bloomington in conjunction with the 
MABAS training summit. We have 
moved the date and time of the 
meeting to see if we can increase 
attendance. The meeting will be on 
February 18 at 4pm. I hope to see you 
there. 

Please stay safe and keep up the good 
work of protecting your communities. 

Respectfully, 
Don Davids 
President, MABAS-IL 
davids@mabas-il.org 
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Preventing Hypothermia 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/winter-weather/prevention/index.html 

Key points 

Hypothermia (abnormally low body temperature) is a dangerous condition that can happen when a person is exposed to ex-

tremely cold temperatures. 

Stay safe this winter by learning more about hypothermia, including who is most at risk, signs and symptoms, and what to do if 

someone develops hypothermia. 

Overview 

Stay safe this winter by learning more about hypothermia, including who is most at risk, signs and symptoms, and what to do if 
someone develops hypothermia 

What is hypothermia? 
 

• Hypothermia can happen when a person is exposed to very cold temperature for a long period of time. When ex-
posed to cold temperatures, your body begins to lose heat faster than it's produced. Lengthy exposures will even-
tually use up your body's stored energy, which leads to lower body temperature.  

• Body temperature that is too low affects the brain, making the victim unable to think clearly or move well. This 
makes hypothermia especially dangerous, because a person may not know that it's happening and won't be able 
to do anything about it. 

• While hypothermia is most likely at very cold temperatures, it can occur even at cool temperatures (above 40°F) if 
a person becomes chilled from rain, sweat, or submersion in cold water.  

           Continued on page 7 
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Telling the MABAS Story.  

As the new year begins, we are start-

ing the grant approval process for the 

new grant year which begins July 1
st
. 

An important part of this process is 

working to justify our requests to the 

State fund MABAS operations from 

Federal grant funds and State Prepar-

edness and Grant funding. We are not 

the only entity seeking these funds 

and you need to be prepared to state 

your case with hard data in order to be 

successful. Unfortunately, I’m not sure 

we are telling the full MABAS Story on 

what we do on a daily basis to provide 

service to the people of Illinois. We 

have data from many divisions on 

what they have done in 2024, but not 

from all. We currently support 31 Haz 

Mat, 25 TRT and 16 Water Rescue 

Teams throughout the State that we 

know are being used locally. What we 

are not sure of do we know here at the 

MRC what the Teams are doing in or-

der to help us tell the MABAS Story. 

We also have great stories we can tell 

about the large events we have re-

sponded to such as the Southern Illi 

 

 

 

 

 

nois Eclipse event, the Democratic 

National Convention and the Hurricane 

Helene & Milton responses but also 

need to focus on the daily events. We 

will be asking the MABAS Committees 

to help find ways to improve our over-

all data collection at the upcoming 

MABAS Summit. Your help in this pro-

cess will be greatly appreciate. 

We already know that the next round 

of Homeland Security and Urban Area 

grant funding has been greatly re-

duced to the states. With the new play-

ers in Washington DC taking over this  

 

 

 

 

 

year, the future of these Federal grant 

programs may change. This will put a 

greater emphasis on State funding to 

fill any gap and address capital re-

placement needs. As always, there are 

new legislators in the State General 

Assembly who probably have not had 

the opportunity to hear the MABAS 

Story and be better prepared to assist 

us when it comes time to appropriate 

funding in the State budget. Please 

take the opportunity to reach out to 

your local legislators and help tell the 

story. Let us know if you have a legis-

lator we should contact in this effort.  

I hope you get the opportunity to at-

tend the upcoming MABAS Summit 

February 17
th
 through February 21 in 

Bloomington/Normal. The MABAS 

Staff has worked very hard in develop-

ing a program that we feel will be ben-

eficial and informative to all, 

Thank you and here’s to a safe and 
productive 2025.   

A Message from MABAS-Illinois 
By: Chief Glenn Ericksen 

 

Executive Board Meeting  

February 18, 2025 
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MABAS-IL Change-of-Quarters Knox-Box® System 

Fire departments anticipating being tied up for a length of time 

on a multiple alarm fire or other large or complicated incident 

often (and should) include Change-of Quarter (COQ) companies 

on their MABAS Box Alarm Cards in order to have Mutual Aid 

departments move into their station(s) to provide response 

protection for other possible incidents in their village, 

municipality or district. In “the old days” the hosting 

department could simply leave their station unlocked so 

incoming companies could walk right in. But these days, fire 

stations are advised not to leave their stations open.  

In early 2002 MABAS-IL, through the Knox Company, instituted a 

unique COQ Knox-Box® system to facilitate ease of entry by incoming 

COQ companies to an otherwise empty station. This a voluntary 

participation program available to all MABAS-member fire 

departments in Illinois.  

Here’s how it works: Dealing with the MABAS-IL Knox-Box Program 

Coordinator, a member fire station purchases a small key safe for 

mounting on the exterior of their station. Once the box is securely 

mounted, they lock their station key/card/fob/entry code inside the 

key safe. Incoming COQ companies participating in the program then 

use their MABAS-IL key to open 

the key safe to get the key, etc.  to 

then access  the station. The simplicity of the program is that 

participating fire departments have to carry just one statewide 

COQ program key on their outgoing COQ vehicles to gain access to 

any and all participating fire stations.  

Want to know more about the program? Contact Chief (ret.) Harry 

Tallacksen via email at tallacksen@mabas-il.org or via phone at 

815-262-4374.  
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MABAS Illinois  

notification systems 

MABAS utilizes three different types of systems to notify Dispatch Agencies, Divisional Executive Boards, 

and members for situational awareness and escalating events. These systems are redundant to reduce  

failures in sending out notifications. Please see below of a description of each. 

 

 

 
 

Constant Contact is used for general non-emergent notifications for MABAS Illinois and the  

MABAS Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OnSolve is used for deployment and operational messaging for MABAS Illinois 

 

 

 

 

Regroup is used for deployment and operational messaging for MABAS Illinois 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MABAS will be implementing notification testing starting in May 2024. 
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Continued from page 2 

 

Risk factors 

Victims of hypothermia are often: 

• Older adults with inadequate food, clothing, or heating 
 
• Babies sleeping in cold bedrooms 
 
• People who remain outdoors for long periods—people experiencing homelessness, 

hikers, hunters, etc. 
 
• People who drink alcohol or use illicit drugs. 

What to look out for 

The following are warnings signs of hypothermia: 

Continued on next page   
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Don’t wait-take action 
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Hypothermia is a medical emergency. If you notice any of the above signs, take the person's temperature. If it is be-
low 95° F, get medical attention immediately! 

If you are not able to get medical help right away, try to warm the person up. 
Get the person into a warm room or shelter. 

 

• Remove any wet clothing the person is wearing. 
 

• Warm the center of the person's body—chest, neck, head, and groin—using an electric blanket, if available. You 
can also use skin-to-skin contact under loose, dry layers of blankets, clothing, towels, or sheets. 

 

• Warm drinks can help increase body temperature, but do not give alcoholic drinks. Do not try to give beverages 
to an unconscious person. 

 

• After body temperature has increased, keep the person dry and wrap their body, including their head and neck, in 
a warm blanket. 

 

• Get the person proper medical attention as soon as possible. 
 

Severe hypothermia 

A person with severe hypothermia may be unconscious and may not seem to have a pulse or to be breathing. 

• In this case, handle the person gently, and get emergency assistance immediately. 
 

• Perform CPR, even if the person appears dead. CPR should continue until the person responds or medical aid 
becomes available. Keep warming the person while performing CPR. In some cases, hypothermia victims who 
appear to be dead can be successfully resuscitated. 
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Click here to visit Camp I AM ME web site 

https://www.ifsa.org/news/2025-camp-dates/
https://www.ifsa.org/news/2025-camp-dates/
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IL TF—1 Training 

 

 

ILTF – 1 Rescue Group 

are finishing up the Load 

& Transportation Plan. 

Loading the cases and 

completing   inventory 

and entering items into 

the Salamander. 

 

ILTF – 1 Hazardous Materials 

Manager Kevin Ferraro com-

pleting Annual Fit testing be-

fore testing all the Members. 

ILTF – 1 Rescue Team Man-

ager Chuck Gros adminis-

tering the Annual Swim Test 

for all Swiftwater Team 

members. 
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Training Reimbursement  

Reminders 

 

 

For Class Reimbursements: 

Students must be on their MABAS Divisions related Specialty Team Training Roster in CIMS 3.0 at least six (6) weeks prior to the 

start of class. Be sure to your Deployable and Training Roster eligible members are entered into CIMS 3.0! 

 

Reimbursement requests MUST BE submitted to MABAS within 30 days after completion of the course.  

 

The request must include a coversheet on Department Letterhead, signed by the Chief of Department, with a listing of the  

student and backfill personnel’s standard and overtime pay rates.  

 

The Reimbursement Request for Overtime/Backfill form must be included and filled out including the student and any backfill 

personnel; 

 The maximum rate per hour for reimbursement is $58.00 

Only the number of hours spent in class is reimbursable. This includes the total hours paid out to the student and/or 

back fill personnel. 

MABAS does not reimburse course tuition. 

 

Lodging reimbursement is based on double occupancy, and the class must me more than 50 miles from the sponsoring depart-

ment. The reimbursement rate for lodging is available on the Illinois Department of Central Management Services website under 

‘Preferred Hotel Listing’ https://cms.illinois.gov/employees/travel/preferredhotel.html  

NOTE: ‘AirBRB style’ lodging is NOT reimbursable! 

 

The student must pass the course to be eligible for reimbursement. 

 The student is eligible for a re-test twice within a year of course completion. 

Re-tests must be administered by the IFSI. 

 

Please email any questions or Class reimbursements to overtimereimbursement@mabas-il.org 
Exercise reimbursements should be emailed to Michael Graves at graves@mabas-il.org 

Deployment reimbursements should be mailed to deployment@mabas-il.org 

Updated December 23, 2024 

 

https://cms.illinois.gov/employees/travel/preferredhotel.html
mailto:overtimereimbursement@mabas-il.org
mailto:graves@mabas-il.org
mailto:deployment@mabas-il.org
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Does your Dispatch Center have the updated Preparedness 

Workbook? 

(Dated August 2023) 

Go to www.mabas-il.org, and click on the  

‘MABAS INFORMATIONAL UPDATES’  

tab on the main page; 

Select the ‘2023 Preparedness Workbook’ to down-

load! 

 

Contact your Operations Branch Chief with any 

questions! 

https://www.mabas-il.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/2023-Preparedness-Workbook.pdf
http://www.mabas-il.org
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MABAS Trivia 

 

MABAS Foundation Partners                         29 

 For More Information 

 MABAS, Illinois 

847-403-0500 

 

Questions/Comments 

If your Department or Division has responded to a call or had a 

big event and you would like MABAS to add it to this news-

letter, please feel free to email or call us. We look forward to 

any and all suggestions or comments. 

Email—Littlefield@mabas-il.org Phone—847-403-0511 

Elephants sing to each other, but 
their songs are in a frequency too 

low for humans o hear. 

https://www.factretriever.com/fun-facts 

 

    MABAS Division Map 
With Operation Branch Chiefs 

www.mabas-il.org 

The picture below is of a MABAS GLT 

What does GLT stand for? 

 

A. General Lighting Task 

B.  Generic Light Tower 

C.  Generator Light Tower 

The answer  will be in  the April Newsletter! 

Answer for October newsletter following page. 

The “GLT is” most utilized asset,  

annually, that MABAS owns! 

https://www.factretriever.com/elephant-facts
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Answer to the October Trivia question…. 

The first activation of the MABAS Statewide  

Mutual Aid Plan took place on April 20, 2004,  

when a destructive tornado destroyed a large  

portion of downtown Utica, in LaSalle County,    

Division 25.  

The plan was activated to allow MABAS to send  

Fire Task Force to protect and serve the  

Village of Utica, whose volunteer members  

were personally affected, and due to the damage  

suffered to both the Fire and EMS stations.  

The activation also approves reimbursement  

funding for the response of First Responders.  

The Fire Task Forces were rotated for a number  

of days, until the Utica Fire and EMS were able  

to go back into service. 

 

            

                                                          

 

                                                         

 

 

Sadly, the loss of life from this tragic event 

is acknowledge in a memorial in down-

town Utica. 
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Contact Information Management System 

CIMS 3.0 

 

As you may have heard, Salamander is migrating from SalamanderLive V.2 to SalamanderLive V.3 in the 
near future. As a result, you will soon need to begin using SalamanderLive V.3 to complete self-
registration approvals. The link to SalamanderLive V.3 is provided at the bottom of this email, but please 
be sure to read this entire email before moving forward. 

 

While your username for SalamanderLive V.3 will be the same as your current username for Salamander-
Live V.2, new security standards for SalamanderLive V.3 will require you to update your password the 
first time you log in to SalamanderLive V.3. Please note: changing your password in SalamanderLive V.3 
will not change your password for SalamanderLive V.2, should you attempt to log in to SalamanderLive 
V.2 in the future.  

 

To help you migrate your user from SalamanderLive V.2 to SalamanderLive V.3, we are providing you 
with a couple of MABAS-specific resources. 

 

On the next two pages there is a step-by-step guide on how to manage your user migration from Sala-
manderLive V.2 to SalamanderLive V.3. 

 

Second, from 9 AM – noon on both January 29th and January 30th, Lia will provide numerous 30-minute 
demonstrations on how to migrate your user to SalamanderLive V.3. Feel free to join either or both of 
those training sessions at a time that best fits your schedule. Again, the trainings only last 30 minutes, 
and you can join at any time during the two training opportunities. If you are a user of Salamander Live 
you will receive an email with the meeting links for this training as well as the link to watch the training 
video. 

 

Third: Salamander is developing a video tutorial that will walk through the user migration process from 
SalamanderLive V.2 to SalamanderLive V.3. There is a chance this will be made available prior to the live 
training sessions, but we’d encourage you to still join either or both of the live training sessions if you 
have any questions. 

 

Sincerely  

 

MABAS Staff 
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                 Is your department a Chapter member? 



MABAS    January 2025 

 21 

Has your Dispatch Center gone through a  

consolidation….. 

Have you had personnel changes in  

management…. 

 

Is your Dispatch Center information  

Up to Date? 

 

Go to www.mabas-il.org, and click on the  

‘MABAS INFORMATIONAL UPDATES’  

tab on the main page; 

 

 

Select the ‘Primary and Secondary Dispatch Centers’ document 

to review your centers information. 

 

Please notify your Operations Branch Chief, or send updates to 

Linda Cruz at cruz@mabas-il.org  

http://www.mabas-il.org
mailto:Linda%20Cruz%20at%20cruz@mabas-il.org
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MABAS Communications Seminar 

By Mark Sikorski 

  

 

 

  

On November 7th, the MABAS-Illinois Communications Committee held its 

final seminar of the year at WESCOM Dispatch in Plainfield. We had a full 

house and an amazing asset and resource display thanks to the nice 

weather and great participation from the area agencies.  Thank you to the 

entire staff at WESCOM for being great hosts, Steve Rauter for his 

presentation on the SWIT, Division 15 for the support and refreshments 

and to 1-800 Board Up for sponsoring our lunch!  

If your Division is interested in hosting a seminar in 2025, please send 

an email to TCD@mabas-il.org or contact your Operations Branch Chief! 
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MABAS is looking to get your department  

logo!!! 

MABAS would like for you to email your department logo to us.  

We are using department logos for Tier II cards. 

   Please send your logo to sikorski@mabas-il.org 

 

 

mailto:sikorski@mabas-il.org
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MABAS Foundation Partners 

Each month on ‘Inside Darley’ Paul Darley highlights industry trends, new products, best 
practices, thought leadership and more. The videos typically last about 4 minutes and are 
supplemented with insightful articles and resources. We invite the MABAS community to 
watch our October series here and if you want even more content, we hope you’ll sub-
scribe.         

The latest video can be found here https://darley.com/about/entry/inside-darley-october-
2020  

People can sign up for newsletters here: https://darley.com/about/newsletter-signup  

Founded in 1990, Air One Equipment, Inc. is a family owned and operated full-line 
fire and safety equipment distributor. Our sales and service staff work out of a mod-
ern 8,000 square foot facility located in South Elgin, Illinois. Our second location is 
operated out of a 3,500 square foot facility in Menomonee Falls, WI. In both loca-
tions, we have a warehouse full of best in class products available for our first re-
sponders. 

At Air One Equipment, Inc., "You know us by the company we keep". We offer our 
customers quality equipment at competitive prices from the leading manufacturers 

in the industry. We pride ourselves in continuing to provide exceptional service after sale, both on the products we sell 
and the way we treat our customers. With over 400 years of combined experience in the fire service industry, our sales 
consultants and factory trained service staff are able to assist you in choosing and maintaining the equipment you need 
to safely perform your job. Contact "The House That Service Built!" to see how we can serve you in the future. 888-247-
1204 

Union Pacific Railroad Company is the principal operating company of Union Pacific Corpo-
ration (NYSE: UNP). We are one of America’s most recognized companies, with a heritage 
of building the country and a vision to keep doing so. 

Our rail network connects 23 states in the western two-thirds of the country, providing a 
critical link in the global supply chain. Over the last 10 years, from 2009 to 2018, Union 
Pacific invested $34 billion in our network and operations, supporting America’s transpor-
tation infrastructure and enabling economic growth. 

    MABAS ILLINOIS 

     233 W. Hintz Rd. 

      Wheeling, IL 60090 

847-403-0525 

 

WWW.MABASFOUNDATION-IL.ORG 

 

https://darley.com/about/entry/inside-darley-october-2020
https://darley.com/about/entry/inside-darley-october-2020
https://darley.com/about/newsletter-signup

