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Save the Date  

 

2019 MABAS Illinois 
Training Summit 

February 25th - March 1st. 
 

Marriot Hotel Bloomington 
Normal, Illinois 

We would like to thank Chief Macko for the many years of service and 
dedication given to MABAS. We wish him well in his retirement. 
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A Message from MABAS-Illinois 
By: Chief Glenn Ericksen 

 

As we recover from Polar Vortex 

2019 Spring cannot come fast 

enough. We can be proud of all 

firefighters, first-responders and 

dispatchers who operated in these 

frigid and snowy conditions and 

made a difference. 

We are close to the 2019 MABAS 

Command and Dispatchers Summit 

that will begin February 25, 2019 in 

Bloomington-Normal. We are 

looking forward to seeing everyone 

there as we have been working very 

hard to present a diverse and 

informative program. This Summit 

will also provide the opportunity to 

congratulate, and thank, Chief Jeff 

Macko as he ends his third term as 

MABAS President. Jeff will not be 

running for an additional term and 

his leadership over the years is 

greatly appreciated. 

The new 101st Illinois General 

Assembly was recently sworn in with 

many new members. We are working 

to meet with many of these 

members to introduce MABAS to 

them and open lines of 

communications. 

 
Congratulations also to State Fire 

Marshal Matt Perez who was 

reappointed by Governor Pritzker.  

Matt has been a great supporter of 

MABAS in the past and we look 

forward to working with him in the 

future.  

The Governor also appointed Alicia 

Tate-Nadeau as the new Director of 

the Illinois Emergency Management 

Agency. Director Tate-Nadeau has 

opened lines of communications 

between our two organizations to 

better understand the issues we see 

in the future maintaining our 

response capabilities and readiness.  

As you may have heard, Section 

Chief of Operations Dave Haywood, 

has announced he is retiring from his 

position April 1st. As Dave was one of 

the first employees of MABAS he will 

be leaving us with some big shoes to 

fill as we will certainly miss his 

knowledge and the relationships he 

has built. We are actively working on 

the replacement process and hope to 

have a new person in place soon.  

Stay warm and see you at the 

Summit 

MABAS Training Summit 

Bloomington Normal 

February 25th. – March 1st. 
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Be Prepared to Stay Safe and Healthy in Winter  
By: cdc.gov 

Winter storms and cold temperatures 
can be dangerous. Stay safe and 
healthy by planning ahead. Prepare 
your home and cars. Prepare for 
power outages and outdoor activity. 
Check on older adults. 

 

Although winter comes as no surprise, 
many of us are not ready for its arrival. 
If you are prepared for the hazards of 
winter, you will be more likely to stay 
safe and healthy when temperatures 
start to fall. 

Take These Steps for Your Home 

Many people prefer to remain indoors 
during winter, but staying inside is no 
guarantee of safety. Take these steps 
to keep your home safe and warm 
during the winter months. 

Winterize your home. 

• Install weather stripping, 

insulation, and storm windows. 

• Insulate water lines that run along 

exterior walls. 

• Clean out gutters and repair roof 

leaks. 

Check your heating systems. 

• Have your heating system 

serviced professionally to make 

sure that it is clean, working 

properly, and ventilated to the 

outside. 

• Inspect and clean fireplaces and 

chimneys. 

 

Have a safe alternate heating source 
and alternate fuels available. 

• Install a smoke detector. Test 

batteries monthly and replace them 

twice a year. 

• Have a safe alternate heating source 

and alternate fuels available. 

• Prevent carbon monoxide (CO) 

emergencies. 

• Install a CO detector to alert you of 

the presence of the deadly, odorless, 

colorless gas. Check batteries when 

you change your clocks in the fall and 

spring. 

• Learn symptoms of CO poisoning: 

headache, dizziness, weakness, upset 

stomach, vomiting, chest pain, and 

confusion. 

 

Don’t Forget to Prepare Your Car 

Get your car ready for cold weather use 
before winter arrives. 

• Service the radiator and maintain 

antifreeze level; check tire tread or, if 

necessary, replace tires with all-

weather or snow tires. 

• Keep gas tank full to avoid ice in the 

tank and fuel lines. 

• Use a wintertime formula in your 

windshield washer. 

• Prepare a winter emergency kit to 

keep in your car in case you become 

stranded. The kit should include: 

• cell phone, portable charger, 

and extra batteries; 

• blankets; 

• food and water; 

• booster cables, flares, tire 

pump, and a bag of sand or cat 

litter (for traction); 

• compass and maps; 

• flashlight, battery-powered 

radio, and extra batteries; 

• first-aid kit; and 

• plastic bags (for sanitation). 

Equip in Advance for Emergencies 

• Be prepared for weather-

related emergencies, including 

power outages. 

• Stock food that needs no 

cooking or refrigeration and 

water stored in clean 

containers. 

• Ensure that your cell phone is 

fully charged. 

• When planning travel, be aware 

of current and forecast weather 

conditions. 

• Keep an up-to-date emergency 

kit, including: 

• Battery-operated devices, such 

as a flashlight, a National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) 

Weather Radio, and lamps; 

• extra batteries; 

• first-aid kit and extra medicine; 

• baby items; and 

• cat litter or sand for icy 

walkways. 

• Protect your family from 

carbon monoxide. 

Continued On Page 6 
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Questions/Comments
Has your Department/Division responded to a call or had a big 

event and you would like MABAS to add it to our newsletter, Do 
you have any questions or comments about our quarterly issue of 

Back Talk please feel free to e-mail or call. We look forward to 
suggestions and comments. 

E-mail to: Littlefield@mabas-il.org          Littlefield @ 847-403-0511 

 

NEW SWIFTWATER RESCUE CAN 

     

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?? 
The US&R Our n  

 

  

 
The price of oil ended 2018 at $45.41/barrel,  
down 24% from its 2017 close of $60.12.  
In October of last year oil traded as high  
as $76.41/barrel before falling $31/barrel by  
the end of the year. 
 (BTN Research, CME Group) 
 
 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

MABAS, Illinois 

847-403-0500 

 

 

 

 

MABAS Division Map 

With Branch Chiefs 

www.mabas-il.org 

 

mailto:Littlefield@mabas-il.org
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Be Prepared to Stay Safe and Healthy in Winter  
By: cdc.gov 

Continued From Page 4 

• Keep grills, camp stoves, and 

generators out of the house, 

basement and garage. 

• Locate generators at least 20 feet 

from the house. 

• Leave your home immediately if 

the CO detector sounds, and call 

911. 

Take These Precautions Outdoors 

Many people spend time outdoors in 
the winter working, traveling, or 
enjoying winter sports. Outdoor 
activities can expose you to several 
safety hazards, but you can take these 
steps to prepare for them: 

• Wear appropriate outdoor 

clothing: wear a tightly woven, 

preferably wind-resistant coat or 

jacket; inner layers of light, 

warm clothing; mittens; hats; 

scarves; and waterproof boots. 

• Sprinkle cat litter or sand on icy 

patches. 

• Learn safety precautions to 

follow when outdoors. 

• Work slowly when doing outside 

chores. 

• Take a buddy and an emergency 

kit when you are participating in 

outdoor recreation. 

• Carry a cell phone. 

Do This When You Plan to Travel 

When planning travel, be aware of 
current and forecast weather 
conditions. 

 

 

• Avoid traveling when the weather 

service has issued advisories. 

• If you must travel, inform a friend or 

relative of your proposed route and 

expected time of arrival. 

• Follow these safety rules if you 

become stranded in your car. 

• Make your car visible to rescuers. Tie 

a brightly colored cloth to the 

antenna, raise the hood of the car (if 

it is not snowing), and turn on the 

inside overhead lights (when your 

engine is running). 

• Move anything you need from the 

trunk into the passenger area. Stay 

with your car unless safety is no more 

than 100 yards away. 

• Keep your body warm. Wrap your 

entire body, including your head, in 

extra clothing, blankets, or 

newspapers. Huddle with other 

people if you can. 

• Stay awake and stay moving. You will 

be less vulnerable to cold-related 

health problems. As you sit, keep 

moving your arms and legs to 

improve circulation and stay warmer. 

. 

• Run the motor (and heater) for 

about 10 minutes per hour, 

opening one window slightly to let 

in air. Make sure that snow is not 

blocking the exhaust pipe—this will 

reduce the risk of carbon monoxide 

poisoning 

Above all, be ready to check on family 
and neighbors who are especially at risk 
from cold weather hazards: young 
children, older adults, and the 
chronically ill. If you have pets, bring 
them inside. If you cannot bring them 
inside, provide adequate, warm shelter 
and unfrozen water to drink. 

No one can stop the onset of winter. 
However, if you follow these 
suggestions, you will be ready for it 
when it comes. 

Be sure to visit CDC’s Winter Weather 
webpage for more winter weather 
safety tips. 

https://www.cdc.gov/features/winterw
eather/index.html 

www.mabas-il.org 
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  When is the Last Time you Calibrated your 

Calibration Check Unit? 
By: Michael Graves 

 

 

 

All Divisions have a 
Canberra Calibration 
Check Unit to complete 
the annual calibrations of 
their UltraRadiac 
Personal Radiation 
Monitors. 

 

 

The check unit also 
requires annual 
calibration, and you can 
do it.  First look at the 
data plate on the top of 
the device. 

The calibration date is what your need to know for 
the next step. 

After you find the calibration date, turn to page 6 
of the User Manual and find the correction factor 
for your device.  Since these devices have a 
radioactive source in them, the source will decay 
over time. 

In the example above the source age is 11 years 
since it was built in 2007.  The correction factor for 
an 11-year-old device is 0.777.  To find the 
corrected calibration set point, multiple the CAL. 
SET POINT by the correction factor.  In the 
example above the CAL. SET POINT is 10.60 mR/hr 
and the correction factor is 0.777.   

10.60 x 0.777 = 8.2362 

In other words, when you calibrate your 
UltraRadiac Personal Radiation Monitors you will 
calibrate them to 8.24 mR/hr. 

If you can’t find your Canberra FC2B User Manual, 
you can request a copy from your MABAS Region 
Branch Chief. 

 

MABAS Division 45  
By: Grayson Palmer 

On December 19, 2018, at approximately 2:25 pm, the MABAS Div. 45 Hazardous Materials Team was dispatched 
to the Vienna Correctional Center for a suspicious white powder.  Responding to the scene were 14 
responders/team members representing 8 area departments. Staff at the correctional center opened a letter 
containing a very small amount of a suspicious white powder.  The HMRT was able to determine that is was not a 
biological from the 20/20 test results.  Due to the very small amount of product, secondary testing was nearly 
impossible.  We were able to get results via the Hazmat ID, but none of the results were within a reliable range of 
confidence.  All items were collected and transferred to the FBI for further testing.  All units back in service at 6:20 
pm. 

 

www.mabas-il.org 
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Attached is a photo of eight (8) of the nine (9) Generator/Light Towers that were used during the tornado 
response in Taylorville, Illinois. Division 50's is not in the photo. The photo is of the eight of them that were 

requested as inter-divisional aid, they are parked behind the Taylorville Fire Department after Sloan's 
Implement finished servicing them for free following the tornado event before they were demobilized. Below 

is the Implement Dealer that serviced them at no cost to Taylorville, MABAS Divisions, or MABAS-Illinois. 

Sloan’s Implement 
240 South Spresser Street 

Taylorville, IL 62568 

MABAS Division 50     
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2019 Annual MABAS Command Summit 
By: Bernie Lyons 

The 2019 Annual MABAS Command 
Summit takes place on February 25th 
through February 27th at the Marriott 
Hotel in Bloomington-Normal. MABAS-
Illinois takes great pride that this annual 
gathering is a Summit, not a conference, 
not a convention, a Summit, an assembly 
of organizational leaders from across the 
fire and emergency management 
spectrum coming together to share and 
receive critical and leading-edge 
information on the challenges facing our 
state, our citizens and our first responders.  

 

This year’s subjects include: Active 
Threat Response, School Safety, Active 
Shooter, and what promises to bea 
memorable presentation by Father Jim 
Swarthout of the Rosecrance Health 
Network on the mental health and well-
being of First Responders. Other 
sessions will include discussions on 
some of the larger emergency events of 
the past year, including the Illinois Task 
Force 1 deployment to North Carolina to 
assist in rescue operations in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Florence. 

 

Who should attend? - Fire Chiefs, Deputy 
Chiefs, Officers, Acting Officers, MABAS 
Division Board members, Team Leaders, 
Emergency Managers…. If you want to 
know how Illinois will meet the next 
wave of emergent challenges, if you 
want to represent and give voice to your 
organization, if you want to be part of 
the answer and contribute to Illinois’ 
continued reputation as having the best 
organized mutual aid emergency 
response network in the nation, then you 
need to take this opportunity to come 
and be part of the 2019 Annual MABAS 
Command Summit. 

MABAS ILLINOIS 

233 W. Hintz Rd. 
Wheeling, IL 60090 

847-403-0500  
www.mabas-il.org                                          

       

Do You Know!!! 

John Michalesko began his emergency services career with the Southern Illinois 
University Ambulance Service (later known as the Jackson County Ambulance 
Service) in 1975. In 1980 he was employed as a firefighter for the City of Carbondale. 
At Carbondale he served in several capacities including K-9 Handler, Lead Fire 
Investigator, Captain, Assistant Chief and retired as Fire Chief in November of 2015. 

John is originally from Chicago Heights and is a graduate of Bloom Township High 
School. He holds Associate and Bachelor of Science degrees from Southern Illinois 
University, as well as numerous state and national certifications. He resides in 
Carbondale with his wife Debbie and they have one son Ryan, a photojournalist for  

for the Dallas Morning News. John is active in his community and enjoys biking, hiking, hunting and fishing when 
time allows. 

John represents MABAS Divisions 34, 45, 47, 52, 54, 63, 68 and 69.   

Chief John Michalesko 
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