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Operation & maintenance requirements for swales

Maintenance Schedule Required Action Typical Frequency

Regular maintenance

Remove litter and debris Monthly, or as required

Cut grass - to retain grass height within specified design range Monthly (during growing season), or
as required

Manage other vegetation and remove nuisance plants Monthly at start, then as required
Inspect inlets, outlets and overflows for blockages, and clear if
required Monthly

Inspect vegetation coverage Monthly for 6 months, quarterly for 2
years, then half yearly

Inspect infiltration surfaces for ponding, compaction, silt
accumulation, record areas where water is ponding for > 48
hours

Monthly, or when required

Inspect inlets and facility surface for silt accumulation, establish
appropriate silt removal frequencies Half yearly

Occasional maintenance
Reseed areas of poor vegetation growth, alter plant types to
better suit conditions, if required

As required or if bare soil is exposed
over 10% or more of the swale
treatment area

Remedial actions

Repair erosion or other damage by re-turfing or reseeding As required
Relevel uneven surfaces and reinstate design levels As required
Scarify and spike topsoil layer to improve infiltration
performance, break up silt deposits and prevent compaction of
the soil surface

As required

Remove build-up of sediment on upstream gravel trench, flow
spreader or filter strip As required

Remove and dispose of oils or petrol residues using safe
standard practices As required
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