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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Wardell Armstrong LLP (WA) was commissioned by Cardiff Council on 15th June 2022 to 

undertake update bat emergence / re-entry surveys on Fairwater Social Club (centred on 

National Grid Reference ST 13869 77865).  

Version 1.0 of the Building Surveys – Bat Emergence/Re-entry Report (December 2020), 

provided details of the emergence and re-entry surveys carried out in Summer 2020 on two 

buildings: the Fairwater Social Club building and Bungalow.  No bats were observed emerging 

or re-entering the buildings and the Bungalow was subsequently demolished. 

Given the time elapsed since the 2020 surveys were conducted, updated emergence/re-entry 

surveys on the Fairwater Social Club building were undertaken in Summer 2022.  

This report summarises the results of the desk study and Preliminary Roost Assessment (PRA) 

carried out in 2022 and details the methodology and results of the emergence / re-entry 

surveys undertaken in 2022. 

The update PRA undertaken on 14th April 2022 assessed the building as having moderate 

suitability for roosting bats. Therefore, one emergence survey and a separate re-entry survey 

were recommended to establish if bat roosts were present in the building.   

The dusk emergence survey was undertaken on the Fairwater Social Club on 14th July 2022 

and a dawn re-entry survey was undertaken on 23rd September 2022.  

One roost was identified on the southern side of the building into which two common 

pipistrelles were observed re-entering during the September survey.  

One additional re-entry survey was carried out to characterise the roost on 6th October 2022 

but no bats were observed re-entering the roost. Evaluating these findings, it is considered 

that the Fairwater Social Club comprises a low status, non-breeding summer day/transitional 

roost used by common pipistrelles. The roost is considered to be of local conservation value, 

as common pipistrelles are widespread throughout Wales.  

Assessing the potential effects of development on roosts present, without the appropriate 

mitigation measures or precautionary methods, demolition would result in the permanent 

loss and/or disturbance of any roosts, which would contravene legislation pertaining to bats. 

Bats and their roosts are fully protected through the Conservation of Habitats and Species 

Regulations 2017 and considered by the Local Planning Authority when assessing applications 

through the <biodiversity duty= of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, to which they report 

and national – local planning policy. Because of this, a licence from Natural Resources Wales 
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is required for the demolition of the building and any works are to be supervised by a licenced 

ecologist/accredited agent.  

Recommended mitigation measures according to the Bat Conservation Trust9s Bat Surveys for 

Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines include the implementation of bat boxes to 

replace any roosts being lost (including integral bat boxes in new buildings). Enhancements 

for the site include additional bat boxes to the amount recommended, and additional planting 

to create a mosaic of habitats along the southern, western, and eastern site boundaries.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Terms of Reference 

1.1.1 Wardell Armstrong LLP (WA) was commissioned by Cardiff Council to undertake update 

bat emergence / re-entry surveys in connection with the proposed demolition of 

Fairwater Social Club (centred on National Grid Reference ST 13869 77865).  

1.1.2 The site is located at 22 Plas-Mawr Road, Cardiff CF5 3XH. The location of the building is 

shown on Drawing CA12473-004 (Site Location Plan).  

1.2 Site Description  

1.2.1 The 0.6-hectare (ha) site comprises mainly of hardstanding with semi-improved 

grassland, broadleaved scattered trees and dense scrub. The social club building is 

located within the north eastern part of the  site. The social club building is a rectangular 

shaped single storey structure, structural material includes tiled roof, brick walls, with 

PVC windows and doors including metal shutters and wooden boards.  

1.2.2 A small section of broadleaved woodland is located in the south-east corner of the site 

and is connected to the wider woodland within Fairwater Park bounding the east of the 

site. Residential housing surrounds the site on all remaining sides. The main access road 

to the site is off Plas-Mawr Road to the west and south-west.  

1.3 Description of Development 

1.3.1 The Fairwater Social Club has remained unused for several years and are surplus to 

requirements. Therefore, it is proposed that this building is demolished, and associated 

grounds are re-developed.  

1.3.2 Bat surveys1 were also undertaken in 2021 on a Bungalow but as no bats were recorded 

during the 2020 bat building surveys on this building it was subsequently demolished.  

1.4 Background 

Desk Study 

1.4.1 Information received from the Southeast Wales Biodiversity Records Centre (SEWBReC) 

in 2022 revealed that there were no designated sites for bats within 10km of the site.  

 

1 Wardell Armstrong LLP, 8Cardiff Council, Fairwater Social Club, Bat Report- Building Surveys, December 20209. 
Report ref CA11839/003 version V1.0. 
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1.4.2 SEWBReC identified 503 records of bats within 2km of the site including: brown long-

eared Plecotus auritus, common pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus, Daubenton9s Myotis 

daubentonii, Myotis species Myotis sp., Nathusius9 pipistrelle Pipistrellus nathusii, 

noctule Nyctalus noctula, pipistrelle species Pipistrellus sp., serotine Eptesicus serotinus, 

soprano pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus, whiskered Myotis mystacinus and unknown 

bat.  

1.4.3 The closest record was of a common pipistrelle approximately 291m from the Fairwater 

Social Club building in 2019, the exact location is undisclosed. The most recent record 

was of a noctule bat approximately 1.7km northeast of the site in 2021.  

1.4.4 There are 17 bat roost records within 2km of the building. The closest and most recent 

record is a common pipistrelle roost approximately 442m south of the building in 2019.  

1.4.5 Many of the roost locations within the search area were located along the river Ely and 

in Plymouth Great Wood (SINC).  

Previous Surveys 

1.4.6 An external Preliminary Roost Assessment (PRA) of the buildings was undertaken on 29th 

April 2020. The PRA assessed the buildings as having moderate potential for roosting bats 

and therefore further bat surveys were recommended. 

1.4.7 Version 1.0 of the Building Surveys – Bat Emergence/Re-entry Report (December 2020)2 

summarised the results of the emergence and re-entry surveys carried out in Summer 

2020. No bats were observed emerging or re-entering the building. Given the time 

elapsed since the 2020 surveys were conducted, updated emergence-re-entry surveys 

were conducted in Summer 2022.  

1.5 Legislative Framework 

1.5.1 All UK bat species are protected by legislative framework, a summary of which is provided 

in Appendix 1. 

1.6 Bat Ecology 

1.6.1 There are 17 species of bat found breeding in Britain, all of which are insectivorous. These 

species have different life cycles and strategies but in general each require: 

 

2 Wardell Armstrong LLP, 8Cardiff Council, Fairwater Social Club, Bat Report- Building Surveys, December 20209. 
Report ref CA11839/003 version V1.0. 
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• Hibernation roost sites: sites which in winter have a constant temperature of 

between 3°C and 7°C e.g., underground sites such as caves, mines and built 

environments offering similar conditions; 

• Nursery sites where females gather in Spring/Summer to give birth and rear 

offspring e.g., roof spaces, crevices/hollows in mature trees; 

• Roost sites for individual males during Spring – Autumn e.g., roof spaces and 

trees; 

• Habitats with numerous insects to feed upon. 

1.6.2 Roosting habitat includes buildings and structures, caves and trees and means any 

structure or place that is used for shelter or protection whether or not bats are present 

at the time. 

1.6.3 Bats also use a variety of habitats for foraging with broad-leaved woodland and water 

habitats the most favourable. Arable, improved grassland and moorland are less 

favoured. Within these less favoured landscapes, linear features such as hedgerows, lines 

of trees and riparian strips are often used by bats as they provide rich food sources, 

shelter and commuter corridors. 

1.7 Scope of Report  

1.7.1 The purpose of this report is to provide the results of update emergence / re-entry 

surveys conducted in 2022. As well as provide an updated assessment of the potential 

impacts by the proposed demolition of the building on any bat populations present. This 

report therefore includes:  

• Description of survey methodology; 

• Results of the updated PRA undertaken in 2022;  

• Results of the emergence / re-entry surveys undertaken in 2022 on the 

Fairwater Social Club building; and 

• Assessment of effects, mitigation measures and residual effects deemed 

relevant to bats in relation to the proposed demolition of the Fairwater Social 

Club Building.
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2 METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Preliminary Roost Assessment (PRA) 

2.1.1 An update PRA of Fairwater Social Club was conducted on 14th April 2022, by a suitably 

experienced ecologist.  

2.1.2 The aim of this survey was to assess the potential for bats to be present, search for 

evidence of roosting bats and establish the requirement for further surveys.  

2.1.3 Field signs such as spider webs over crevices, urine stains, grease stains, droppings, 

feeding remains and dead or living bats were recorded in addition to the identification of 

additional external features such as cracks, crevices and gaps that could provide access 

opportunities within the buildings for roosting bats. Equipment used included torch and 

binoculars.  

2.1.4 The building was categorised using the assessment criteria in Table 4.1 of the 3rd ed. Of 

the Bat Conservation Trust9s 8Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice 

Guidelines (Collins, J. (ed.) 2016)93: 

• High: A structure with one or more potential roost sites that are obviously 

suitable for use by larger numbers of bats on a more regular basis and 

potentially for longer periods of time due to their size, shelter, protection, 

conditions and surrounding habitats.  

• Moderate: A structure with one or more potential roost sites that could be 

used by bats due to their size, shelter, protection, conditions and surrounding 

habitat, but unlikely to support a roost of high conservation status. 

• Low: A structure with one or more potential roost sites that could be used by 

individual bats opportunistically. However, these potential roost sites do not 

provide enough space, shelter, protection, appropriate conditions and/or 

suitable surrounding habitat to be used on a regular basis or by larger numbers 

of bats (i.e. unlikely to be suitable for maternity or hibernation).  

• Negligible: Structure with no features to support roosting bats. 

2.2 Dusk Emergence / Dawn Re-entry Surveys  

 

3 Collins, J. (ed.) (2016) Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines (3rd edn). The Bat 

Conservation Trust, London. 
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2.2.1 Following the PRA undertaken in April 2022, the building was categorised as having 

moderate bat roost potential and therefore further bat surveys were recommended. 

These included dusk emergence and dawn re-entry surveys.  

2.2.2 The aim of the surveys was to establish if roosts were present in the buildings and, if so, 

to establish the type of roosts and bat species using the roost. The survey effort is based 

on the guidance given in Table 7.3 of the Good Practice Guidelines (Collins, J. (ed.) 2016). 

2.2.3 For a building of moderate roost potential, the Good Practice Guidelines (Collins, J. (ed.) 

2016) recommend that two surveys be carried out. However, one additional survey was 

undertaken to increase survey validity and to characterise potential roosts.  

2.2.4 One dusk emergence survey was carried out on the Fairwater Social Club on 14th July 

2022. One dawn re-entry survey was undertaken on 23rd September 2022 with a further 

dawn re-entry survey undertaken on 6th October 2022.   

2.2.5 The dusk emergence surveys were undertaken 15 minutes before sunset to 1.5 hours 

after sunset. The dawn re-entry survey was undertaken 1.5 hours before sunrise and 

continued to 15 minutes after sunrise. Weather conditions and times of the emergence 

and re-entry surveys are provided in Appendix 2. 

2.2.6 The position of the six surveyors during the survey is shown on Drawing Number 

CA12473-003 (Emergence/Re-Entry Survey Results).  

2.2.7 Echo Meter Touch (Wildlife Acoustics, Inc., Massachusetts) bat detectors and Samsung 

Galaxy Tablets were used by surveyors to detect bats and analysed later using 

Kaleidoscope Pro 4 software. Species identification was made on the basis of the 

characteristics of the call including peak frequency, minimum and maximum frequency, 

call duration and inter pulse interval. Observations of bat behaviour, size and the 

direction of the flight path were also noted where possible.   

2.3 Assessment Limitations 

2.3.1 Ecological surveys are limited by factors that affect the presence of plants and animals 

such as time of year, weather, migration patterns and behaviour. The dusk survey was 

undertaken in July 2022 and therefore represents a valid sample of ecological evidence 

present for that date/season and is based on the guidance given in Table 7.1 of the Good 

Practice Guidelines (Collins, J. (ed.) 2016). Although the dawn surveys were undertaken 

outside of the optimum survey period, the weather conditions remained in line with the 
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Good Practice Guidelines (Collins, J. (ed.) 2016) and so would not have an impact on the 

survey outcome.   

2.3.2 The eastern side of the Fairwater Social Club was not directly accessible by surveyors, 

however, remained visible and therefore, would not have an impact on the survey or 

survey results.   

2.3.3 Echolocation calls of brown long-eared bats are significantly quieter than many other bat 

species within this country, therefore this species can be difficult to record and may at 

times go unrecorded. Similarly, some bats produce louder calls which travel greater 

distances with less attenuation, as a result, louder calls produced at greater distances 

from the detectors will be recorded (during activity and automated surveys) more readily 

whereas quieter calls produced from the same location maybe missed which can lead to 

bias. 

2.3.4 Species from the genera Myotis and Nyctalus are difficult to distinguish individual species 

within the genera from sonogram calls alone. Where an individual species cannot be 

determined, a genus is recorded. 

2.4 Quality Assurance & Environmental Management 

2.4.1 The surveys and assessments have been overseen by and the report checked and verified 

by a full Member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management 

(CIEEM) and thus bound by its code of professional conduct. 

2.4.2 All surveys and assessments have been undertaken with reference to the 

recommendations given in British Standard (BS) 42020, and as stated within specialist 

guidance, as appropriate and referenced separately.  
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3 RESULTS  

3.1 Preliminary Roost Assessment (PRA) 

3.1.1 Following the PRA, the Fairwater Social Club building was considered to be of moderate 

potential for roosting bats. The full results of the PRA survey are provided in Appendix 3. 

3.2 Dusk Emergence / Dawn Re-entry Surveys 

Dusk Emergence Survey – 14.07.2022 

3.2.1 No bats were recorded emerging from the building during the dusk survey. Common and 

soprano pipistrelles were recorded foraging and commuting around all sides of the 

building; noctule bats were also occasionally recorded. 

Dawn Re-entry Survey – 23.09.2022 

3.2.2 Two common pipistrelles were recorded re-entering the southern part of the building, 

into a 10mm gap under the metal fascia and wall.  The location of re-entries observed 

and roost descriptions are shown on drawing Number CA12473-003 (Emergence/Re-

entry Survey Results). 

3.2.3 Species observed commuting and foraging around the building were predominantly 

noctule bats, as well as common and soprano pipistrelles.  

Dawn Re-entry Survey – 06.10.2022 

3.2.4 A second dawn re-entry survey was carried out however, no bats were recorded during 

this survey.   
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4 EVALUATION   

4.1 Overview  

4.1.1 Two common pipistrelles were observed re-entering the Fairwater Social Club building 

during September re-entry/emergence surveys.  

4.1.2 It is therefore considered that the building comprises a low status, non-breeding summer 

day / transitional roost used by common pipistrelles. Common pipistrelles are 

widespread throughout Wales. Therefore, the roost on site is considered to be of local 

value.  

4.2 Assessment of Effects  

Short-term Impacts: Disturbance   

4.2.1 In the absence of mitigation, the demolition of the building would cause disturbance to 

bats through vibration, noise, and dust. Additionally, there is the potential to injure 

and/or kill individual common pipistrelles if present within the building during the time 

of demolition. 

Long-term Impacts: Roost Loss  

4.2.2 In the absence of mitigation, the demolition of the building will result in the destruction 

and permanent loss of one low status, non-breeding common pipistrelle summer day / 

transitional roost. However, common pipistrelles are considered to be common and 

widespread within the area, therefore, the loss of this roost is not considered to be 

significant at above the local level.  It is considered that the loss of this roost will not 

affect the favourable conservation status of common pipistrelle bats. 

Long-term Impacts: Fragmentation and Isolation  

4.2.3 It is considered that the demolition of the building will not result in the severance of any 

flight lines within the area. Therefore, it is unlikely to lead to any significant adverse 

fragmentation and isolation effects. 

Predicted scale of impact  

4.2.4 The survey results identified that the building is used by two common pipistrelles, and 

that the roost to be lost is of low conservation significance. It is considered that the loss 

of this roost will not affect the favourable conservation status of common pipistrelles 

within the local area. Pipistrelles in particular are considered to be one of the more 
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versatile species and are opportunistic in urban environments. Therefore, they are likely 

to adjust to use alternative roosts within the local area.  

4.2.5 It is considered that the loss of the roost is not significant at above the local level, 

however, without mitigation, the loss of the roost would contravene legislation 

pertaining to bats. 

4.3 Mitigation Measures  

4.3.1 A licence from National Resources Wales (NRW) will be required for the demolition of 

the building. The demolition work cannot proceed until the bat mitigation licence from 

NRW has been granted. 

4.3.2 The roost identified is classified as a day / transitional roost for a low number of non-

breeding female and/or male common pipistrelle bats, therefore timing restrictions are 

not considered necessary.  

4.3.3 To mitigate for the demolition of the roost in the building, it is expected that NRW will 

require, as part of the licence documents, that bat boxes are installed on trees in the 

locality prior to the demolition commencing. Mitigation will include the installation of 

two bat boxes suitable for pipistrelle bats on-site to replace the identified bat roost that 

is being lost. Two bat boxes will be installed on trees to be retained within the site 

boundary, ideally facing south. This will include one Schwegler 1FF (or equivalent) and 

one Kent Bat Box (or equivalent). If no suitable mature trees are identified, it may be 

required to install a pole to mount the bat boxes. Exact locations of the bat boxes will be 

determined by and sited under guidance of the Named Ecologist on the bat licence (or 

accredited agent) to advise on suitable installation.  All boxes will be located at least 3m 

from ground level, with a clear flight path to the boxes.  

4.3.4 Prior to any demolition works, all contractors will be given a site induction and toolbox 

talk by the Named Ecologist (or accredited agent) to ensure they are familiar with the 

presence of bats, their legal protection, actions in the event of discovering a bat and 

information regarding safe working practices as set out in the method statement that 

forms part of the NRW licence.  

4.3.5 The Named Ecologist (or accredited agent) will undertake a check for bats or evidence of 

bats before demolition commences. Any features, including the brick vents, which could 

support roosting bats will be visually inspected using a torch or endoscope if required. 

Additionally, an internal inspection will be carried out immediately prior to demolition. 
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4.3.6 Features of the building deemed suitable by the Named Ecologist (or accredited agent) 

to support bats must be removed by hand as much as possible and the undersides must 

be checked before disposal, or careful and closely supervised machine removal where 

unavoidable. All works in proximity of the roost locations will be undertaken under the 

supervision of the Named Ecologist (or accredited agent). 

4.3.7 Any bats present will be caught by the Named Ecologist (or accredited agent) by hand or 

using a hand-held net, identified, placed in a bag/secure holding box, and then relocated 

immediately to the bat boxes specifically installed (prior to demolition) as mitigation for 

the demolition of the building. If immediate relocation to a bat box is not deemed 

appropriate by the Named Ecologist (or accredited agent), the bat will be placed in a dark, 

cool, and quiet place on site until sunset and released on site at a suitable time that 

evening. The roost feature will then be removed/made inaccessible to ensure bats do not 

re-enter once released.  

4.3.8 If a bat is discovered during unsupervised times, demolition work will cease immediately, 

and advice sought from the Named Ecologist (or accredited agent). 

4.3.9 The above mitigation will be detailed in the bat licence application to NRW.  

4.3.10 The licence holder (Cardiff Council) will provide a copy of the approved bat licence and 

method statement to any future site owners. The bat mitigation installed on the site must 

be considered in any future plans for the site and must not be isolated or lit by artificial 

lighting.  

4.3.11 The installed bat boxes will require a single monitoring survey to be carried out two years 

after demolition work is complete. This monitoring survey will involve an inspection of 

the bat boxes by a licenced ecologist.  The level of monitoring will be subject to approval 

by NRW as part of the bat mitigation licence application. 

4.3.12 Finally, should works not commence within 24 months of the surveys (unless 

development proposals change), it will be essential to update the survey effort. 

4.4 Residual Effects 

4.4.1 It is considered unlikely that, with the above outlined mitigation measures, there will be 

significant residual adverse effects on common pipistrelle bats as a result of the 

demolition of the Social Club Building. 
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5 ENHANCEMENTS 

5.1.1 In accordance with the requirements of the national and local planning policy and BSI 

42020:2013, ecological enhancements should be proposed which will result in a net 

benefit for biodiversity.    

5.1.2 An additional bat box (Schwegler 1FF or equivalent) should be installed as an 

enhancement for crevice dwelling bat species along the southern, eastern or 

southwestern boundary.  

5.1.3 Additional planting to create a mosaic of habitats along the southern and south western 

boundaries will be beneficial to foraging and commuting bats, improving the habitat 

around the proposed bat boxes. This can include areas of native tree planting, scrub, and 

open habitat / grassland. However, tree planting should not restrict access to the bat 

boxes. 
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Appendix 1: Summary of Legislative Protection 

Protection of Bats 

1.1.1 All UK bat species are listed under Schedule 2 of the Conservation of Habitats and 

Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) whereby legal protection is retained under 

domestic law. As such bats receive protection under Part 3 of the act, which makes it 

an offence to: 

• Deliberately capture, injure or kill a bat; 

• Deliberately disturb a bat; and 

• Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of a bat. 

Under the Regulations, disturbance of bats includes any action which is likely to: 

• Impair their ability to survive, breed or reproduce, to rear or nurture their young 

to hibernate or migrate; and 

• Significantly affect the local distribution or abundance of the species in question. 

1.1.2 Further, where significant assemblages of Annex II bats are identified as listed by the 

Habitats Directive, the appropriate authority can designate as a Special Area of 

Conservation sites of national importance. This is based upon their natural range and 

the areas critical for their life and reproduction. However, priority of designation will 

be based on the importance of the sites for the maintenance/restoration of favourable 

conservation status and how the site would link with the National Site Network.   

1.1.3 In view of any site designated as a Special Area of Conservation prior to or after the 

exit from the EU, a Habitat Regulation Assessment of projects and plans would be 

required where screening indicates potential impacts.  

1.1.4 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) stems from 

signatory to pan-European and global conventions to halt the decline in biodiversity 

and restrictions on species migration, notably the Berne and Bonn Conventions. The 

outcome of these conventions was taken further by the European Union via the 

Habitats Directive (prior to the UK exit). Further, the legislation helps to achieve the 

aims of the Convention on Biological Diversity to which the UK is a signatory.  

1.1.5 European Protected Species licences can be granted by Natural Resources Wales in 

respect of development to permit activities that would otherwise be unlawful and as 
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set out in the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended), 

providing that 8favourable conservation status9 is maintained and there is <no 
satisfactory alternative=. 

1.1.6 All UK bat species are listed under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

(as amended) and receive further partial protection under Section 9 of this 

legislation.  This includes making it an offence to: 

• Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to any place that a bat uses for shelter 

or protection; and  

• Intentionally or recklessly disturb any bat whilst it is occupying a structure or place 

that it uses for shelter or protection. 

1.1.7 Eight bat species are also considered species of principal importance in Wales under 

Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. This stems from a review of the now 

superseded UK Biodiversity Action Plan and the continued need for global action on 

conserving biodiversity as result of the Convention on Biological Diversity. As a result, 

the Welsh Government (and therefore public authorities) have a duty to conserve 

biodiversity in relation to those bat species listed. The eight bat species covered under 

Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 are: 

• Barbastelle (Barbastella barbastellus); 

• Bechstein9s (Myotis bechsteinii); 

• Brown long-eared (Plecotus auritus); 

• Common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus); 

• Greater horseshoe (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum);  

• Lesser horseshoe (Rhinolophus hipposideros); 

• Noctule (Nyctalus noctula); and 

• Soprano Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pygmaeus).  

1.1.8 The UK Biodiversity Action Plan was superseded by 8The UK Post-2010 Biodiversity 

Framework8 which was published in July 2012, to achieve the European Union wide 

biodiversity strategy (prior to EU exit). Work under the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity 

Framework is now focussed at the country level as a result of devolution. The 
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document covers the 5 strategic goals and 20 new global 8Aichi9 targets stemming from 
the parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity. The species of principal 

importance listed under Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 are one of 

many aspects to reverse a decline in biodiversity at the global level and show progress 

towards the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework.  

1.1.9 During the decision-making process for planning applications, the Section 7 species of 

bat as listed under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 should be taken into 

consideration through the <Biodiversity Duty=, along with a review of the application 

in light of the well-being goal, <A resilient Wales= within the Well-being of Future 

Generations (Wales) Act 2015. The decision should fundamentally not lead to the 

decline in biodiversity within their geographic area or that of Wales, as part of their 

reporting for these two Acts.  

Consideration of Bat Foraging Areas & Commuting Routes 

1.1.10 Bat core sustenance zones, foraging areas and commuting routes are not directly 

protected under the legislation described above. However, loss of important foraging 

areas and/or commuting routes could potentially constitute an offence as defined by 

the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) through 

disturbance affecting bats ability to survive, breed or reproduce, or to rear or nurture 

their young or to hibernate or migrate1. Depending on the scheme this could also 

extend to significantly affect the local distribution or abundance of the species in 

question.  Furthermore, the loss of a commuting route providing the only access to a 

roost could also potentially constitute a deliberate, intentional or reckless act of 

damage/destruction of a breeding site/resting place and damage/destroy/obstruction 

of a place used for shelter/protection covered by the Conservation of Habitats and 

Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended). 

 
1 Where such actions are proven to result in a loss of the ecological functionality of the roost. 
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Appendix 2: Bat Surveys 2022 – Dates, Times and Weather Conditions 

Table 1 – Emergence/Re-entry Survey - Weather Conditions and Times and Dates of Social Club 

Date (sunset/ 

sunrise) 

Start Time 

(hrs) 

End Time 

(hrs) 

Weather Conditions 

14.07.22 21:24 21:08 22:54 Start: 18ᵒC, dry, wind 2mph SW, 0% cloud 

cover.  

 

End: 16ᵒC, dry, wind 2mph SW, 0% cloud 

cover.  

23.09.22 06:59 05:29 07:14 Start: 13ᵒC, dry, wind 0mph, 20% cloud 

cover.  

 

End:  12ᵒC, dry, wind 0mph, 20% cloud 

cover. 

06.10.22 07:21 05:51 07:36 Start: 10ᵒC, dry, wind 4mph W, 100% cloud 

cover.  

 

End: 10ᵒC, dry, wind 7mph WSW, 80% cloud 

cover. 
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Table 1:  Fairwater Social Club and Bungalow Descriptions and Photographs – Potential Roost Features and Nesting Bird Features 

Building 

Reference 
Description Photograph Potential 

Fairwater Social 

Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An initial PRA was carried out on the 29th April 2020. 

Results were found to be consistent with the previous 

survey following the updated 2022 PRA survey 

conducted on the 14th July 2022. Therefore many of the 

photographs and features listed previously have been 

included in this updated report.  

 

Additionally photographs and detailed descriptions have 

been omitted on some features due to the sheer number 

of repeating potential roosting features present on the 

building.  

 

Single-story building with loft spaces. The building 

consists of brick walls and a mix of tiled, corrugated 

metal and felt roofing. The windows and doors have 

metal security panels on the external sides and the 

entrance doors consist of PVC frames. Windows that 

were previously smashed have been boarded up by 

wooden panels.  

 

The building is a former social club however, it is not in 

current use and has remained derelict for some time, 

there are no lights on internally.  

 

 

The internal inspection of the building highlighted 

various gaps/holes and voids which could be used by 

bats:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moderate 
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• Two holes within the ceiling of the main function 

room, this may lead to a void above the ceiling 

tiles; 

• Pealing wallpaper within the office room could 

be used by bats, although no bats were 

identified during the PRA; 

• Holes within the wall for pipes and cables may 

lead to wall cavities; 

• Gaps behind boards covering pipes; 

• Holes in the ceiling of the disabled and male 

toilets and storage room next to the kitchen. 

• Loft cover missing in storage room creating open 

access from inside the building to the loft space. 

 

There was no access into the loft spaces due to health 

and safety constraints.  

 

The external inspection of the building highlighted 

various cavities and potential entry points into the roof 

space and other areas of the building: 

• On the northern aspect of the building there are 

gaps under the roof felt and holes in the wall for 

cable access. There are also gaps under the 

metal panels on the roof on the north western 

corner of the building 

• On the western aspect of the building there are 

gaps under loose roof tiles which may create 

cavities, gaps within the soffit and between the 

bricks and gaps under the metal panels along the 

edges of the roof along the south western 
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corner. There is a circular hole in the wall which 

may lead to a cavity. 

• On the southern aspect of the building there are 

gaps under the flashing where it has come away 

from the building and gaps under the soffits. 

• On the eastern aspect of the building there are 

gaps under the metal corrugated roofing.  

 

There are external security lights on the building, it is not 

known if they are on during the night.  

 

Access to the eastern aspect of the building was limited 

due to access constraints, there is metal fencing 

preventing access to the north eastern corner. 
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Fairwater Social 

Club 

Location of nesting house sparrows: 

• Western side of building within a circular hole 

within the brick wall.  

• South eastern corner of the building within a gap 

in the soffit. 
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Fairwater Social 

Club 

External Features – Summary  

 
 

• Damage to brick work around the building 

 

 

• East of building-  

• Hole in soffit on south eastern corner.  

• Gap under metal flashing on east (south end) of building. 

• Gap between window frame and board 

• Gap in corner between brick and soffit 

• Gaps under flashing beneath guttering’s 

• Gaps between soffit panels 

• 2 x vents wide enough for bat entry 

• Gaps between fascia panels 

 

 

• West of building-  

• Hole in wall where cables enter the building 

• Hole in wall where bricks are missing leading into a wall 

cavity 

• Gap under metal flashing on south west corner 

• Large hole where bricks are missing leading inside the 

building 

 

• Above front entrance-  

• Missing roof tiles above porch 

• Gaps under ridge titles 

• Gaps between bricks 

• Gap between wood at apex 

• Gaps under tiles north side porch 

• Gaps under metal flashing 

• Large hole where bricks are missing.  

 

 

• North of building-  

• Gaps beneath metal flashing 
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• Gap beneath guttering 

• Torn roof felt leading to gaps 

• Gap between exposed brick blocks and timber 

• Gap beneath exposed timber 

• Gap under lifted metal flashing 

• Gap between brick above window north east corner 
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