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by Nancy Scott ﬂi—lgfo o
: ‘ : Science
On the day I picked up a Bibleon a whim, I could not have Society
been less interested in what it said. Rather, as a confirmed ‘
atheist, I was intent on winning an argument against my Obtain...
Christian co-worker. Lookin back, it was clear that I was Books & Tapes
g Newsletter
God's enemy. Yet on that day, the words on the page came T
alive to me in a way that I never could have expected. Find out...
Within a few hours, I was asking this God, whom About MSC
moments before I believed did not exist, to show me His %E%’-t-(}————‘“e“b‘?rg
way. Since then, it has been clear to me that this salvation is God's. God F_Aél t Art Project
pursued me; I did not pursue Him. News & Events
The changes were drastic at first. I was eager to know and to understand Interact...
this God who had invaded my life. 1 read the Bible for myself, and I Contact MSC

. Support MSC
tentatively attended a church where I was sure I would have been stoned o N

just a year earlier. I longed to understand God. After spending years as His
enemy, we were reconciled, and plainly, at His initiative.

Within a few years, however, I found myself struggling. I felt oppressed
with duties and obligations to attain spiritual growth, to do the right
things, and to please God. I remember reading the words of Paul in
Romans 5, "while we were enemies, we were reconciled,” and recognizing
that God had tackled me against my will. And yet, now, 1 felt desperate to
take the right steps so that God would continue to pursue me. I was afraid
that if I did not please Him, He would somehow abandon me.

1 longed for the spiritual maturity which I felt only God could grant, yet
for which I felt somehow responsible. 1 struggled with this inconsistency.
On the one hand, while I was God's avowed enemy, totally disinterested in
His concerns, He brought me to my Senses. On the other hand, now that1
was "at peace" with Him, having laid down the weapons of my warfare, I
thought it was up to me to keep our relationship moving forward.

Subtly, I came to believe that my relationship with God was my
responsibility. Like earthly friendship, if I did not nurture this relationship
by spending time with God, the-relationship would stagnate and my fervor
for God would dim. My pursuit of God grew to include various practices,
including routine prayer, worship, and Bible reading. I formulated much
of my approach to God by reading biographies of great Christians who had
found these practices significant in their own lives. Their experiences /
became prescriptive for mine. In my mind, my continuing fellowship with

God and my deepening spiritual maturity depended upon how fervently 1
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pursued a relationship with Him.

Having a personal relationship with God the Father and with Jesus Christ
is a popular notion in today's Evangelicalism. We do not ask whether
friendship is an apt analogy for our relationship with God; we assume it.
To be sure, the words of the Apostle John point us to the true meaning of
friendship, that "one would lay down his life for his friend." In this sense,
Jesus is truly our Friend; He has bought for us what we never could have
bought for ourselves: redemption. Believers are friends with God. As Paul
points out in Romans 5, we are at peace with God, no longer at war,
reconciled. But in important ways our modern portrait of "friendship" with
God conflicts with the reality of who God is and who we are.

We are no longer cut off from God in the same way we were before
believing. We are friends and not enemies. But we are not on equal
footing with God, as we are in our human friendships. God is God, and we
are not. We are His creatures, and He is our Creator. He is in charge of our
lives and in charge of our relationship with Him in a way that does not
mirror our human friendships.

In our human friendships, we have mutual expectations of one another.
When we apply this model to our relationship with God, the expectations
we place on ourselves to be God's friend can be overwhélming. We often
fail our human friends, and our relationships include our forbearance with
one another. Though God does not fail us, we fail God routinely. If we are
trying to be a friend to God in the same way He is a Friend to us, the
pressure can be staggering. Again, the analogy with human friendship
~breaks down. :

Aside from the pressure we put on ourselves to perform as a friend to God,
perhaps the greater danger in our friendship metaphor is this: it distracts us
from what is ultimately more important about our faith. We have come to
believe that being on good terms with Jesus as our Friend involves routine
interaction with Him, often in the form of a devotional or worship practice
of some sort. And yet, one who enjoys a devotional life emotionally may
believe that this experience of God is evidence for his faith. This person
may be distracted into thinking he is pleasing God because he engagesin a
worship experience, all the while making daily choices which contradict
faith. This is the New Testament's picture of Saul of Tarsus. He
experienced a life full of religious devotion, but later he looked back on
his folly.

Our sin is subtle. Our modern Saul could be refusing to look at how his
own evil works its way out in the context of his family. He "feels" in
fellowship with God because he has confessed obvious infractions, but ask-
his wife if he is kind and loving, willing to look his own failures in the eye .
in order to repudiate them. The existential choices we make—not whether -~ —- - —
we have a particular experience of God--are what is important. I am not

responsible to achieve a certain experience of God. 1 am responsible to

make choices that reflect what I say I believe.

http://www.mckenziestudycenter.org/theol ogy/articles/enemies.html -5/29/2002
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We must not seek to measure our faith on the basis of a subjective

“friendship" experience of God. Each of us has a different experience of -
God, based in our different personalities and life experiences. The

relationship we have with God will be as unique as our fingerprints. The

real evidence for the work of God in our lives as believers is not the

quality of our "friendship" or our worship experience, but that over the

course of our lives, our choices reflect what we believe.

Likewise, our traditional picture of assurance of salvation is misleading.
We are taught that because we have a conversion experience on which we
can look back with a date and time, we simply should not doubt our
salvation. This may allow us to excuse our sin: "I know I accepted Christ
back then and that is all that matters." On the one hand, this is true. Qur
abject moral failure, even after conversion, will not keep us from God.
After all, He is the One pursuing us.

But on the other hand, it matters very much what we do. The hardest
decision any of us faces is how we will respond when life gets difficult.
Ultimately, the question is this: What are we going to do with the fact that
God is in charge of our lives and we are not? How will we respond to the
events and circumstances of our lives that He is authoring in ways that do
not please us? Our suffering clarifies the big questions and helps us see
whether or not we have faith. A routine devotional life or a subjective
friendship experience of God pales in comparison as a litmus test of
whether we believe the gospel. Over the course of our lives, our existential
choices, especially in the midst of difficulty, will attest to God's
commitment to us. Eventually, we will see that at significant forks in the
road we followed God, that He held onto us and kept our faith from
failing. We are assured of our salvation when we look back—not at a
conversion experience, but at those significant crossroads in our lives
when we might have walked away from God, but didn't.

Furthermore, the reality of our faith is reflected in the decisions we make
daily. In the course of our lives we make choices that go beyond whether
or not we will practice a certain worship observance. The decisions we
make with regard to loving those whom God has placed in our lives reflect
our faith more deeply than any observance. This process is not neat and
tidy. We will fail miserably along the way. When we find ourselves at
conflict with our spouse, how do we respond? In the moment, we may not
respond well. Butin the process will we dig in our heels and refuse to be
wronged or to be wrong? Or, in the midst of much uncertainty and often
outright failure, will we eventually seek to forgive and to be forglven‘7 re gt Balieem 3 e

One of the hardest thmgs forus to do is to face our: vulnerabxhty in the - =
context of our significant earthly relationships. No wonder we prefer to
consider Jesus our best friend; He will never let us down. And God the
Father will always exceed the expectations of our earthly one. Indeed, we-
are saved by Jesus' profound act of friendship on the cross, by God's
relentless pursuit of us. But, rather than hiding in Him from our
vulnerability, He intends for us to live out our faith in the context of frail

http://www.mckenziestudycenter.org/theology/articles/enemies.html 5/29/2002 Yy
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human relationships. In Romans 12, Paul ties true worship to the choices
we make in our relationships. By God's grace alone, we will seek to
confront our own evil choices for avoiding pain in the midst of our
significant relationships.

The burden for our relationship with God is on His shoulders, for He has
laid it there. After practicing my devotional life for several years, I finally
asked God to show me what was true about who was pursuing whom in
my walk as a believer. In one of the most frightening moments of my life,
convinced that the result would be devastating, I abandoned my routine of
devotional worship. I was certain that within six months I would no longer
be a believer and that God would utterly abandon me. And yet, T had to
discover what was true.

To my utter surprise, I was still a believer six months later. In fact, six
years later I was still a believer. God has continued to pursue me over all
these years, regardless of my varying interest in religious observance. My
initial conversion experience served as evidence of God's pursuit of me.
Now, I am more convinced of His pursuit than ever, because at various
crisis points along the way, He has held onto me when otherwise I would
have walked away. And, I have profoundly emotional responses from time
to time, when I see a rainbow, or when I consider what God has done for
me. But my emotions come from my particular make-up as a person; they
are not prescriptive for the way others ought to experience God.

~- Qur subjective experience of God will be as different as we are. The
~+  choices we make about how we respond to the circumstances of our lives,
-+ and not whether we pursue "friendship" with God or practice devotions,
= will ultimately attest to God's working in our lives. We are reconciled
enemies, and over time our friendship with God will be shown by the
choices we make as He grows us into mature believers, assured of our

salvation.

Nancy Scottis a teacher at McKenzie Study Center and a marriage and
family therapist in private practice.

Copyright April 1998 by McKenzie Study Center.

II1. Reconciliation

1

_ Sinners are enemies of God. Theylive in opposition to God's government. Man, in sin, asserts-sel
in active hostility and antagonism to the Ruler of the universe. Self and God move in opposite..: ER
directions. There can be no fellowship between man and God as long as man is determined to live —
contrary to-Him. " Mem are at-wal among themselves, and man is at war within himself because-- - -~
there is no peace with God. "' Enemies of God need reconciliation. "When we were enemies, we |
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son" (Rom. 5:10). "Because the carnal mind is enmity-
against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in
?he flesh cannot please God" (Rom. 8:7, 8). "And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies

in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled" (Col. 1:21).

Christ's sacrifice provided the basis of reconciliation of God, the King of the universe, and His
enemies. God is propitiated; sinners are reconciled. Sinners have peace with God through the
Lord Jesus Christ. No longer are they God's enemies; they are His friends. <
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(2)
CHAPTER 5 -
2 Cor 5:1

- 5:1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Paul again, just like before with the jars of clay, or earthen vessels; Paul means our bodies.

Our building from God is another body, our resurrected bodies, eternal in the heavens.

2 Cor 5:2-3

2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, 3 if
indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked.

Like Paul says later in this chapter, it is much more desirable to be in heaven, with incorruptible bodies,
then to be in these 98 cent jars of clay!

Also, Paul makes a comment about being found naked. In the ancient world, there was nothing more
embarrassing or humiliating than being seen by somebody else naked.

Check out this Old Testament account of someone seeing his father naked. Look at the shame that came
upon this man... Genesis 9:20. ..

20 And Noah began to be a farmer, and he planted a vineyard. 21 Then he drank of the wine and was (
drunk, and became uncovered in his tent. 22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his
- father,"and told his two brothers outside. 23 But Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their
shoulders, and went backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned away,

and they did not see their father's nakedness.

Now, look at the curse that Noah prdnounced. .

24 So Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done to him. 25 Then he said:
"Cursed be Canaan; A servant of servants He shall be to his brethren."

It used to be shameful to be found “ﬁaked”. Nowadays, it’s a fashion trend, and a resort spa!

CRVEECIO, S

OK, on to verse 4... v L S 3=

4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to b*e-u-_ncl'ot‘l}'ed,‘lbtit-'ﬁ{rtﬁé‘r R
clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. LI ey e e

5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spiritasa~ .- = ¥
guarantee. ' ’ _ '

Here again we have this promise. The Holy Spirit has been given to us as a guarantee, or a deposit, until
that day when we shall see Him as He is, and face to face, too!

The presence of the Holy Spirit is a reassurance that we are God’s, and that He has purchased us.

http://www.staurosministries.org/2cc5.htm 5/29/2002 (o
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6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the
Lord.

Self-explanatory... While we are here on this earth, we are away from the presence of the Lord. .
7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.

“Sight” here means appearance. Christ is not with us, in the flesh, and we cannot see Him. We walk by
faith. Not a blind faith, though—God is all around us, and we experience His grace, His mercy, and His
presence every day.

8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.
Age-old question: “Where do we, as believers. .. where do we go when we die?

Do we go into the ground? Do we sleep? Do we sleep until Christ returns, and our bodies are
resurrected?

No—absent from the body is to be present with the Lord!

Phil 1:21-23

21 For ié me, to live is Christ, and to dieis gain. 22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from
my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 For I am hard pressed between the two, having a
desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better.

Paul saxg fhat when he departed this life, he would be with Christ. So will we!

2 Cor 59

9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him.

Here’s one reason why Paul wanted to be well pleasing to Christ... Verse 10...

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done
in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

Now, that’s not to say that fear motivated Paul. Although, being embarrassed before the.thron
was not on his list of “things to do”! L

We must all appear before the bema seat, or judgement bench, of Jesus Christ. s37- —oos 31 ommpe Tntt 2 s b

Is this for the believers, or the unbelievers? I thought God forgot all the bad things that we-have done, - -
and all the sins that we have committed? e e '

This appearance before God the Son is not for our condemnation—it is for our rewards! “That each one
may receive the things done in the body...” B A

Now, “receive”, used here, means to “receive back”, “to get an equivalent”, or “to get one’s due”. The
believer will be either approved, or ashamed. (see 5:3, Luke 19:11-26; 1 Cor 3:14; 1 John 2:28, 2 John

http://www.staurosministn'es.org/20c5.htm 5/29/2002
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7.8.)

With this in mind, this truth should dramatically change the way we live, for our actions will be
evaluated by our Master!

To answer a question that I posed before...Isn’t this judgment for non-believers?

No. The Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15) is their Day, when they find out that thelr
names are not written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

What a terrible fate that awaits those who have rejected Jesus Christ as their Lord! Imagine that, taking
your place in the lake of fire, right beside the devil and his unholy demons... To be tormented forever

and ever..

As Paul shouts, “be reconciled to God!” Accept this free gift today! Now is the day of salvation!
“Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.” (Heb 4:7)

Onto verse 11...

2 Cor 5:11

- 11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I
also trust are well known in your consciences.

Knowing all this, Paul does what WE need to do: persuade men, women, and children! (»

12 For we donot commend ourselves again to you, but give you opportumty to glory on our behalf, that
you may have an answer for those who boast in appearance and not in heart.

Paul was defending the integrity of his ministry, not boasting.

13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; or if we are of sound mind, it is for you.

Paul’s motive for ministry was for the glory of God, and for the good of others, not his own glory.
14 For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died;

15 and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, butfor Hlm Whodlﬁd st e
for them and rose again. i e E e min

We need td live for Christ! (Gal 2:20)... ’ VYIDIWD 1 LIVE SR _SnRETLinesi s
Gal 2:19-21 R o

20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the hfe whlch R
I'now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for . - R

2 Cor 5:16

http://www.staurosministries.org/2cc5. htm 5/29/2002 <
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16 Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we have known Christ
according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer.

- Believers should not evaluate Christ, or anybody else, for that matter, in the flesh. This is the way that
people typically evaluate, and judge one another.

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things
have become new. ' '

This is a famous Scripture. If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. He is born again.

What are the “old things” that has passed away? What does that mean?

Col 3:5-7

5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon
the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.

Also, these lovely character traits, these old clothes that we USED to put on...
Col 3:8-10

- 8 “But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out
of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and
““have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created

him...”

When wie are in Christ; and He is in us, we are new creations! That which is born of Spirit, is spirit. We
no longer walk in the flesh, and we no longer live to commit these sins—NO, we now hunger and thirst
for righteousness!

Verse 18...

18 “Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us
the ministry of reconciliation...”

Because of what Jesus did on the cross, by paying the price for our sins, and dying in our place, .
(propitiation), He satisfied God’s righteous demands (by being a perfect sacrifice,, ithout SPOL-OL - :io:iast 23
blemish, and sinless). B BRI

Wl e

__becoming an atonement; establishes 3 relationship of peace with mankind, while the demands for His

~  justice have been hitherto prevented. (Dr. Spiros Zodhiates, Th.D)

The Greek word for “Reconcile”, isf-ffKaiailééso”.aﬁéd Himself, by taklng upon Himself oursinand ...

In “Katallasso”, God is the subject...man is the object.
Now get this... While hilasmos (2434), which means propitiation ( 1John 2:2; 4:10), and halaskomai

(2433) which means to make reconciliation (Luke 18:13; Heb 2:17); while these aim at AVERTING
God’s wrath, Katallasso implies that God has laid aside or withdrawn His wrath!

http://www.staurosministries.org/2cc5.htm 5/29/2002 q
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You see, because of what Jesus did on the cross, by being sin for us, and paying God’s penalty for our
sins, God, on His own, has laid aside His wrath! He has withdrawn His wrath from us.

Now, in verse 18 here, Paul also says that we have been given the ministry of reconciliation. This means
that we can tell people what God has done for us, and that THEY can be reconciled to God, too!

This verse is so important. And it all is given to us, as a free gift, when we believe in Jesus Christ. ..

5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2
through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the

glory of God. (Rom 5:1)

The grace in which we stand has been imputed to us, through Jesus Christ! Our peace is the peace that
comes from being reconciled to God!

On to verse 19...

19 that is, that God was in Christ reéonciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them,
and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you
on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God.

21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God
in Him.

: (
I love that verse: He (GOD) made Him (Jesus Christ, Lamb of God) who knew no sin, to be sin for us...
So that God, in His courtroom, could shout: NOT GUILTY!!!

NOT GUILTY
NOT GUILTY—In Jesus’ name!

END OF CHAPTER 5

http://www _staurosministries.org/2cc5.htm 5/29/2002 1O
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Why Are There Not More Workers?
Clergy/Leaders' Mail-list No. 0-012

By George Verwer

<=

We are in contact with church and mission agencies all over the world and the one thing théy all have in
common is that they need WORKERS. Most are even praying for those who will come short- term and
help in the task. The bigger demand is for long-term workers of some level of maturity.

We are especially in touch with those working in the 10/40 Window and it is clear that thousands of
workers are needed there, including those who will go as tentmakers. MOST PEOPLE EXPECTED
MANY MORE TO BE THERE BY NOW.Iam sometimes asked the question, "Why are there not more
workers, especially among the more unreached peoples?"

As we have attempted to work with people around the world, we have discovered many reasons why we
are not seeing more workers, especially long-term workers. In my new book Vision, Grace, Action, I
speak more extensively about this subject, but I want to briefly list some of the obstacles in this letter. I
believeithis will help us better to "count the cost * as we are told in Luke 14:25 - 33 and it will enable us

to act and pray more intelligently.

1. Lack of Vision. Only a few seem to actually have the vision in the first place, both of the need as well
as the amazing opportunities. Others don't have a vision to send out workers, especially from their own
church. A

2. Lack of Prayer. Matt. 9: 35 - 38 makes the command about prayer very clear. Despite all the talk and
statistics about prayer and some wonderful prayer events and movements, we have to admit that the
average church is not a praying church. They may boast of a prayer meeting, but usually only a few
people attend and there is often very little prayer for workers and the Unreached. It seems that few
leaders and believers, and even missionaries, have a disciplined prayer life and ministry, Praise God for : ...
every exception and I hope you are one of them, but I am referring to the overall averag 3 : 1
movements have also been invaded by ridiculous and extreme ideas which have brought division and 1.« ;»
discouragement to many. 'Unrealistici expectation created by certain brands of extremism have also left- -

many confused and discouraged. Praise God for His mercy and the way He keeps workinginthe.midst ..;.z.
of the mess. | ' of Bee rases. S

3. Apathy among God's People. I think all would agree that this is the overwhelming hindrance to all we
want do for the Kingdom. This is one of the reasons the prayer for revival movements have become such
a major emphasis in some places. Some people have wondered why I sometimes get-associated with
some people or churches which may seem extreme, and I can only say that I am trying to stay-in- -
fellowship with the whole body of Christ. As someone once said, (I think it was Brother Andrew) "It's

http://www.pastornet.net.au/j mm/alpt/alpt0281.htm 4/17/2002 \
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however said, “Yes, but at least a corpse will not jump up and stab you in the back. " I must confess I'm
thrilled when I hear of people and churches coming alive and only hope and pray that the people will be
disciplined and trained so that they go on as real marathon runners for God! I'm sill convinced that,
“The crisis without the process will become an abscess."

4. Lack of Biblical Generosity. Everyone knows that the lack of funds is hindering God's work and
certainly hindering the sending out of missionaries. I have a tape on this subject, if you are interested.
There are powerful exceptions, especially when a local church wants to put up a new building. I know
that many generous people are reading this and I thank God for you. I know some people are extreme as
I was (some would say I still am) as I want to live on the basic essentials and pour everything into world
evangelisation. By the way, many people believe that without this "extreme * OM might have died in the
first couple of years when so little money was coming in. Who knows? All surveys show that only a tiny
percentage of money goes outside one's own church and then their own nation. There are powerful
exceptions especially for relief and development when there is a huge disaster somewhere. Some even
think it is better to send money rather than workers, which again is foolish because it must be both. In
the midst of this, let's stay grace-awakened and realise that the Lord does lead different people in
different ways, and let's beware of legalistic judgmentalism.

5. Legalism. God is using His Word and many great books about grace to set people free from this, but it
is a long hard road and in many parts of the world, legalism reigns supreme not only in local churches,
but in whole denominations. Many feel very threatened by this movement of grace that is taking place. It
seems easier to hold God's people together (and we all need loyalty and unity) by the law and all the
added "distinctives" which are often Jjust man-made rules and regulations than by grace, love, reality and
the freedom of the Holy Spirit. We are also learning the hard way that grace without discipline can often
lead to disgrace. Grace does not lay aside basic biblical commandments, but rather brings them inito
balance and the right priority. .

- 6. Negative Reports In anything as big as the modemn missions movement, there will always be lots of
bad news. We know that bad news travels faster than good news and we now have the Web to help. Old- (
fashioned gossip and misinformation still cause more harm than the Web. I personally have failed in this
area and in recent decades have tried to put a greater emphasis on Spirit-controlled speech. Some
churches, after sending out one worker, sometimes only short- term, have stopped sending people after
their worker came back with a bad report or maybe defeated in their own life. It's clear to me that

without discemment, grace and forgiveness, there is no way forward.

7. Biblical Compromise. I'm reading’a power book right now showing the drift even on the part of
missionaries and leaders away from some of the basics of God's Word. Universalism used to be
considered part of the package of liberal theologians who did not believe in any case that the Bible was
God's Word. But now in various forms, it seems to have invaded our evangelical and biblical
communities. Ignorance of the Bible in general seems to be on the increase and that doesn't help. It is
not easy as a book lover and pusher to say this, but I must say it... some so-called Christian books have

done great harm to the work of God and world evangelisation. Many seem to be over-reactingto = - -
extreme brands of fundamentalism and I can sympathise, but we must always be‘caréful ‘of ‘ovér-reacting
and acknowledge that because of our own weakness and humanness, it is not edsy to'bé totally objective
about many of these things. That is one of the reasons we know that real unity ini the'yéars to come

be in the midst of great diversity. - S Lo EEEE AL SRAELOE SRS

I hope my words here will drive all of us to our knees. Don't worry about some little thing I have'said = = = -
that you don't like or agree with, but rather be pro-active and ask God what He is trying to say foyou ™~ v,
_ personally. We especially pray that people who read this will become more active in re‘ach‘ihg the world .

with the gospel as a go- er, a sender, or both. We hope you will link with us in networking with mission
mobilisers around the globe. ' [

It is harvest time and more churches and people on the field and home are involved in missions than
ever before. Of course, Satan is attacking in vicious ways on every level. More than ever, let's take the
shield of faith and stand against them in the power of the Holy Spirit.
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RECONCILIATION

DEFINITION: Thayer as quoted in Pardington states, "The word is used in the New Testament...of the
restoration of the favor of God to sinners that repent. and put their trust into the expiatory death of
Christ" (Pardington, Rev. George P. Ph.D.; " OUTLINE STUDIES IN CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE";
Harrisburg, PA: Christian Publications, 1926, p 254)

"Reconciliation is the restoration to friendship and fellowship after estrangement. Old Testament
reconciliation contains the idea of an atonement or covering for sin" (Taken from: "UNGER'S BIBLE
DICTIONARY"; Unger, Merrill F.; Copyright 1957, Moody Bible Institute of Chicago; Moody Press.
Used by permission.)

“RECONCILIATION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT:

"And he slew [it]; and Moses took the blood, and put [it] upon the horns of the altar round about with his
finger, -and purified the altar, and poured the blood at the bottom of the altar, and sanctified it, to make
reconciliation upon it." (Leviticus 8:15)

"And the priests killed them, and they made reconciliation with their blood upon the altar, to make an
atonemént for all Israel: for the king commanded [that] the burnt offering and the sin offering [should be

made)] for all Israel." (2 Chronicles 29:24)

"And one lamb out of the flock, out of two hundred, out of the fat pastures of Israel; for a meat offering,
and for a burnt offering, and for peace offerings, to make reconciliation for them, saith the Lord GOD.
16 All the people of the land shall give this oblation for the prince in Israel. 17 And it shall be the
prince's part [to give] burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and drink offerings, in the feasts, and in the
new moons, and in the sabbaths, in all solemnities of the house of Israel: he shall prepare the sin
offering, and the meat offering, and the burnt offering, and the peace offerings, to make reconciliation
for the house of Israel." (Ezekiel 45:15-17)

"Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and
to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness,
and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy." (Daniel 9:24) ‘

These are the references where the term reconciliation appears in the Old Testament. Let us gather some
facts from these verses. '

1. There was shedding of blood in preparation for reconciliation. The blood was a means by which the
alter was purified, so that sacrifices could be offered for reconciliation. (Lev. 8:15)
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2. There was a shedding of blood to make reconciliation for the nation of Israel. (2 Chronicles 29:24)

3. There will be offerings of animals in the Millennial Kingdom for the people of Israel. It is not known
Just why these offerings will be given. The Lord will be in their presence and Israel will have tumned to
Him nationally. Whether they will be under the sacrificial system literally or for a memorial, we are not

told. (Ezekiel 45:15-17)

It is of note that the offerings for reconciliation were commanded by God, not devised by man. Again,
we see that the different items of salvation are God's ideal! :

4. In this passage as well as the others, reconciliation is linked to the sin of the people. The sin was
separating the people from God. (Daniel 9:24) ,

The question that might come to mind is this. Is reconciliation a prerequisite for salvation? We always
tie reconciliation directly to salvation, but should we.

It would seem that these verses show reconciliation to be the restoration of fellowship between Israel
and God. Salvation is not mentioned in these texts. It seems, at least in the Old Testament, that
reconciliation may be that action which brings the believer back into fellowship with God.

It seems that Lev. 16:20 might back up this idea. It mentions a reconciling of places rather than people.
It seems that the term has the idea of correcting a relationship. In the case of the holy place, it was
correcting from impure to pure.

Now let us move on to the New Testament.
RECONCILIATION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT:

WORDS USED

I'will list the words and the passages where they appear. Comments will be made as needed. (All usages
of the words are listed.)

VERBS

"katallasso" (Strong's 2644) "properly denotes to change, exchange (especially of money); hence, of
persons, to change from enmity to friendship, to reconcile." (Vine, W. E.; "AN EXPOSITORY
DICTIONARY OF NEW TESTAMENT WORDS"; Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. Revell Co.)

Rom. 5:10 "For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by thé’death” of hi§ Soi, miich == =7
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life." It seems that we may have-been teconciled-even: -
before we were saved. It seems that the term relates to that action of Christ which Triade it possible fer - ™
God and man to have fellowship. Itis a changing in the relationship. Trdandman wohaea falloeahin

I Cor. 7:11 "But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled-to ther] husband:and et~
not the husband put away [his] wife." Though this passage is speaking of martiage and separation,-it--

depicts the action by which the wife can be brought back into a proper marriage relationship with her
husband. The term reconciliation again seems to mean the action of repairing a relationship.

II Cor. 5:18 "And all things [are] of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath

http://www.open.org/~mrdsnts/d0S100.htm » : 5/30/2002 14



1 axe v vL v

given to us the ministry of reconciliation:" Here we see that it was God's idea to reconcile us to Himself.
It is also shown here that it is our responsibility to share the Gospel so that others might also be
reconciled to Him. I Cor. 5:19-20 adds to this thought.

"apokatallasso" (Strong's 604) “to reconcile completely...to change from one condiuon to another, so as
to remove all enmity and leave no impediment to unity and peace" (Vine)

Eph. 2:16 "And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity
thereby:" This passage indicates that there was enmity between God and man, but that the enmity was

done away with by the cross. Again, it would seem that Christ's work repaired a relationship, but it does
not indicate that this is indeed, salvation. Salvation was made a possibility because man was reconciled

with God through the cross.

Col. 1:20 "And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto
himself; by him, [I say], whether [they be] things in earth, or things in heaven."

Col. 1:21 "And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in [your] mind by wicked works, yet
now hath he reconciled"

"diallasso" (Strong's 1259) "to effect an alteration, to exchange, and hence, to reconcile, in cases of
mutual hostility yielding to mutual concession" (Vine)

Matt. 5:24 "Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and
then come and offer thy gift." This shows the repairing of a relationship as has been mentioned before.

NOUNS

"katallage" (Strong's 2643) "primarily an exchange, denotes reconciliation, a change on the part of one
party, induced by an action on the part of another" Vine.

Rom. 5:11 "And not only [so], but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have
now received the atonement." The word we are looking for in this text is atonement. It is normally
translated reconciliation.

Rom. 11:15 "For if the casting away of them [be] the reconciling of the world, what [shall] the receiving
[of them be}, but life from the dead?" This pictures the world reconciled. It seems that reconciliation was
provided for all of mankind, through the cross of Christ. Christ's action repaired the relationship between
God and man. All has been done by Christ, so that man can come to God. If man refuses, then this

results in his eternal position in the Lake of Fire. veeriis o His ele

T et M A
TTiA iTji'_'s.'fl'v':_i(jH oS

¥
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I Cor. 5:18, 19 "And all things [are] of God, who hath reconciled us to himself'by Jesus Christ, and:hath .- : ..
given to us the ministry of reconciliation;" 19 "To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling.theworld T st
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unte.us c})ggi;:@f};?};{;

‘reconciliation."

"hilaskomai" (Strong's 2433) It is translated merciful in Luke

18:13 and reconciliation in Heb. 2:17. (This term is related to the Greek term translated propitiation. Ro.
3:25; Heb 8:12)
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Lu. 18:13 "And the pubhcan standing afar off, would not lift up so much as [hlS] eyes unto heaven, but
smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner."

Heb. 2:17 "Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto [his] brethren, that he might be a '
merciful and faithful high priest in things [pertaining] to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the

people."
Let us recap what we have learned from these passages.
1. We were enemies when we were reconciled. Rom. 5:10; 11:15; Eph. 1:21

2. We were reconciled to God. Rom. 5:10; II Cor. 5:18-20; Eph. 2:16. This reconciliaﬁon was a
restoration of man to God, not the other way around.

3. We were reconciled by Jesus Christ. Rom. 5:10; 5:11; II Cor. 5:18-20/by His death Rom. 5:10/by His
blood Col. 1:20.

4. We went away from God by our own will, and now Christ makes it possible for us to return. Though
this verse deals with marriage it gives the essence of the term. That is one that has gone away of her own

will is to return. I Cor. 7:11

5. We are ministers and ambassadors of reconciliation to the world. II Cor. 5:18-20
6. The world is in view when God was reconciling. II Cor. 5:18-20

7. We are to beseech the lost to be reconciled to God. (We do this in Christ's stead.) I Cor. 5:18-20 [
8. God has COMMITTED the job of reconciliation to the saved! II Cor. 5:18-20
9. We are reconciled WITH the Jews, unto God. Eph. 2:16

10. There is more to reconciliation than man alone. Col. 1:20, "And, having made peace through the
blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself - by him, I say, whether they be things in

earth, or things in heaven."

The earth and heaven are under duress in some manner due to the fall of man. The ground only was
cursed in Genesis three, however this verse would indicate that the whole of creation is in the backwash

of man's sin and fall.

All things have been reconciled unto Christ. The completion of this is yet to come ‘but the prowsmn has on o
been made for all things to be reconciled unto him. In the creature realm it isdimi those. tha
and do choose to respond to that reconciliation. (The angels can't, but man can,.if he.desires.), r=«n.

11. Reconciliation should cause joy in our lives. Rom. 5:11, "And not only [so], but we also joy.in.God ... .. -
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement."

Thiessen relates the terms propitiation and reconciliation thusly: "The two ideas seem to be related to
each other as cause and effect: Christ's death 'propitiated' God, and as a result he is
'reconciled (Thiessen, Henry C.; "LECTURES IN SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY"; Grand Rapids: Wm. |

B. Eerdmans, 1949, p 327)
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He relates an apt illustration. "At first God and man stood face to face with each other. In sinning, Adam
turned his back upon God. Then God turned His back upon Adam. [due to His justice demanding He
turn away from sin.] Christ's death has satisfied the demands of God and now God has again turned His
face toward man. It remains for man to turn round about and face God. Since God has been reconciled
by the death of His Son, man is now entreated to be reconciled to God." (Thiessen, p 327-328)

Have you really thought about all that we have been studying to this point? Have we really gotten hold
of the truths that we have been studying? II Cor. 5 18-19 states "And all things are of God, who hath
reconciled us to himself by Jesus christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; to-wit, that
God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them, [This
almost sounds like God has not been keeping track of sins since the cross. This would be a good study
sometime!] and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation." :

"GOD WAS IN CHRIST RECONCILING THE WORLD UNTO HIMSELF"

IF WE BELIEVE THAT CHRIST died for all sin - the sin of the world - IF WE BELIEVE THAT
CHRIST propitiated God for the whole world-IF WE BELIEVE THAT CHRIST reconciled the whole
world - IF WE BELIEVE THAT CHRIST did all there was to do to bring the sinner to a point that all he
had to do was to reject or accept Christ's sacrifice for his sin - THEN - We have the sinner at what
position before God? Think about it. What position is the lost person in today, before almighty God?

IS HE NOT AT THE POINT OF ADAM IN THE GARDEN IN ESSENCE - TRUEHEISIN A
DREADFUL STATE OF SIN AND ALL ITS RAMIFICATIONS BUT ISN'T HE AT THE SAME
DECIDING POINT THAT ADAM WAS?

"DO I WANT TO OBEY GOD, OR DO 1 WANT TO DO MY OWN THING? In reality 1 believe that is
just were lost mankind is today, and has been since the cross!

Thus, one that argues against the total depravity of man being based on the sin of Adam - he argues a
mute question. It really doesn't matter in the context of salvation.

THE WORD OF GOD STATES THAT CHRIST HAS PAID THE PRICE, AND THAT YOU MUST
RECEIVE HIS WORK, OR SPEND ETERNITY IN THE LAKE OF FIRE.

YOU WILL ACCEPT THAT IMPERATIVE OR REJECT IT. IN SO DOING YOU ACCEPT OR
REJECT GOD'S INJUNCTION TO ADAM TO OBEY GOD. '

The application of this thinking is to the fact that we are all like Adam - we all chose to sin. Thus at the

point of decision which God has so graciously brought us through His Son, we will as Adam - gject c i
God's injunction to obey. THUS, WE HAVE THE TOTAL DEPRAVITY OF MAN PROVENAS .. _
WELL AS THE ELECTION AND DRAWING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT OF THEELECTTOGOD‘ e

HE DID HIS PART. "That man is an utterly lost sinner who could never find his own way. back to.God, 1. ;
is a very unpalatable truth for the average natural man or woman. We all like to think that thereis o
something we can do to help save ourselves, whereas, according to God's Word we are not on y lost,but
without ability to retrieve our condition. It is remarkable how apt the colored folks are in quick

illustrations of spiritual realities, as the following instance will show.

"A recent convert, a colored man, rose in a meeting to give his testimony to the saving grace of God. He
told how the Lord had won his hear and given deliverance from the guilt and power of sin. He spoke of
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Christ and His work, but said nothing of any efforts of his own.

"The leader of the meeting was of a legalistic turn of mind, and when the negro's testimony was ended,

he said, 'Our brother has only told us of the Lord's part in his salvation. When I was converted there was |

a whole lot I had to do myself befure I could expect the Lord to do anything for me. Brother, didn't you
do your part first before God did His?' The other was on his feet again in an instant and replied: 'Yes,
sah, Ah clear done forgot. Ah didn't tell you 'bout my pard, did I? Well, Ah did my part for over thirty
years, runnin' away from God as fast as evah my sins could carry me. That was my part. An' God took
aftah me till He run me down. That was His part.' It was well put and tells the story that every redeemed
sinner understands." (Ironside/"ILLUSTRATIONS OF BIBLE TRUTHS")

Let us close with a summation of the doctrine by Unger. "By this change lost humanity is rendered
savable. As a result of the changed position of the world through the death of Christ the divine attitude
toward the human family can no longer be the same. God is enabled to deal with lost souls in the light of
what Christ has accomplished. (Taken from: "UNGER'S BIBLE DICTIONARY"; Unger, Merrill F.;
Copyright 1957, Moody Bible Institute of Chicago; Moody Press. Used by permission.)
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H

f
N all times. Prov. xwi:
57 Thereiss (hurmckethman s

“brother, Prov.x
"2 One pot b m ; opposed to an’

8 O,nmmnﬂ_m.um Let us be

4. An attendant, a companion.
5.:4. favorer; one who is Pro] itious; as s
Jriend to commerce ; a ﬁwmf to poetry; a
Jriend to charitable i mmmnons.

b.f_[mg%. Hushai was David’s friend.
teu.n of salutation; a familiar compel-
) ng-hcnd,how camest thou in hither? Matt.
l So Christ calls Judas his [riend, though
- a traitor. Matt. xxvi.

8. Formerly, a

a paramour.
9. 4 friend at court, one who hu sufficient
interest to serve another. Chaucer.

‘_[arc Fr. ajuster, to fit or framc of
tll,.gi:l, and Justus," just, exact.  See Tust. ]
1. To make exact;¥o ht; to make corres-
m&«: as, to adjust a
E::'ment o the body, an event to the pre-
tion, or things fo a standard.

Swift. Locke. Addison.

2. To putin order; to regulate or reduce to
system ; as to aabu.;t a scheme ; to adjust

affairs.

3. To make accurate; to settle or gn_ng to
isfactory state, so are

a in the t; asto accounts ;
erences are adjusted.
ADJUST'ED, pp. Made exact or conforma-

i bkt:del"]eduoed to a right form or standard;
4DJ'UST‘EE_, n. A_person who adlusts
that w)

regulates.
ADJUST'ING, ppr. Reducing to due form;
ﬁttmg, makmg exact or conespondent,

JUST'MENT, n. The act of adjusting ;

AD
regulation; & reducing to just form or or-

der; anaking fit oy conformable ; settle-
ment. Watis. Woodward.

' NCI'LE, v. t. [Fr. reconcilier; L.
-R%W'Ewdm[géo,mmdwlo

’ towll.Gf.ma. The Iiteral sense is to

¢all back into_union.]
1. 'I‘o conciliate anew ; to call back into un-
i riendship the affections which
; to restore to iriend-
! “as, t

been 1enat
; nt ; as, to
1at have been at

i !, ficst be reconciled to thy_broth-

in Chdst’s stead, be ve recon-

2Cor.v. Eph.ii. CoLi. .
to acqulwcence, content or qul-
5 as, o reconcile

Wc pn

4. To! bnng
et submlssuon, with to

‘one’s self to aﬂhcuons. "It is our duty to
be rccmwu'kd to the dispensations of Provi-
dence.. .-

""Thie great men among the ancients under-
stood how to reconcile manual labor with affairs

of state. Locke.
Some figures monstrous and misshap’d ap-

pear, .
€onsidered singly, or beheld too near;
‘Which but proportion’d to their hght and
place,

Duedishncerewna‘la to formandgnoe.

4. To adjust ; to settle; as, to remwﬂcdxf-

ferences or quarrels.

'REEONCF'LED, pp. Brouvbt into friend-
o fHent oF on-

made wnsastent
,R%ch LEMENT, = ﬁmmon,

ey, oo
3 times make impracticable.

2. Friendship renewed.
shall No cloud
Of anger remain, but peace assured
Andreconcilement. HMilton.
RE€EONCI'LER, n. One_who reconciles ;

one w. perties at varianoe into
- renewed fnens:hp. Fell.

‘2. ‘One wbo discovers the consistence of
Norris
Rl!;ego" NCILIA'TION, =n. [Fr. from L. re-

“"C vari-
ip afier disa-

L. The act {af reconciling
ance ; renewal of frie:
greement or énmity.

Reconciliation and friendship with God, real-
lyfom'behsiso[tﬂnuondmdhne y—
ment.

2 In the means b wlncb anners
d_an. t into & state of

i1 naw estrange-

~-ment or enmity; the atonements expia-

A A SN g

9 Much more then, being now “""J%
tified™ by his blood,"” we shall be saved
from wrath"" through him.

10 For i if, when we were enemies, we

were "[@ nciled%" to God by the death™
of his Son;* much more, being(feconcile’ '

we shall be saved by his life.”?

11 And not only so, but we also ®joy
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom we have now received the atone-
‘ment.*

Romeal
T=13 For I speak to you Gentiles, inas-

much as I am the g@stl of the Gentiles,

I magnify™ mine office:™ ,
14 If by any means I may provoke to

--emulation them which are my flesh flesh, 1 5

might save some of them.
15_For if the casting away of them be

ﬂi@ of the world, what shall

the receiving™ of them be, but life™ from
the-dead*™? . ~

Z'OZ'/'

l?‘ For it P wsed"" the Father that in

Hiiii should all fulness™ “dwell;™
"20 *And, havmg ‘made ""peacc through
the blood of hiis cross, ™ by Hiim to {recon-
c:lc all thmgs unto himself; by him, l
~say, whether they be things in earth, 1055 o
;thmgs in heaven.”™
21 'And you, that were sometime
MPalienated™ and enemies in your mind”!

by _wicked™ works, yct now hath | he
*reconciled? ‘

- HES- 2_

16 For verily’Z he ™took™ not. on him
the nature of angels; but he Mtook on hzm

the seed*” of Abraham.
17 Wherefore in  all

things it

¥behooved™ him to be made *like unto

his brethren that he might **be a merci-
ful and: ‘and: faithful® ‘highpriest’.in_thipgs :
pertainingtoGod, 10"'“mal¢reconc1hatxonﬂ

fot’“’ ﬂic-sxﬁs""of the @p_l_
’18 For in that lié hiimself Hathi "ﬁsuffcred

16 And that he mlght recon‘cilc bOth
unto God .in one _x by.the _cg)gg,
having ®slain the enmity”® thereby: -

17 And came and *preached”®” peace
to you which were afar off, and to them
that were nigh.'®!

1515
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