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"' Concise Theology

~ Adoption.
L ’-""'.VI.'h'e Kéiﬁé,'«Gréek:.'ienh for adéﬁt’ioﬁ is hﬁioihesid‘:{';-l’tj bgéﬁfs.vbnlly 'fouf tlmes in the New Tcstament,
“only in Paul's epistles. The term is always used for placing in sonship towards God, that is; the act or
~ the result of the act of placing a mortal human being into a Father-son relationship with God. The

- custom of adoption is not a particularly Jewish practice but was commonly practiced by the Romans.
-+ By therite of adoption, the adopted son became the heir of the-adopted father, and renounced the -
~ - name of his natural father. The ceremony was not valid without witnesses. This may be what Paul
* had in mind when he wrote that the Spirit "testifies" or "bears witness” that we are God's children -

~ (Rom 8:16). The choice of the word adoption to describe the believer's relationship to God is a very -
 significant one. It emphasizes four important points: ..~ - 0 T

1. The int'imaéy of oui-relafidﬁship to God - we are i:noré'thah',r:e&eérhed servants, more than -~ -
royal subjects, more than God's holy nation and chosen people, but in fact his very children. -

"How great is the love the Father has lavished onus, that we'zslioju:idbe.'c.ajlllea':' .
children of God!" - 1 Jn 3:1 SR R

2. The &yereig n act of God in determining the relationship - it is not a natural sonship (God is
divine and we are human), but a sonship that is conferred solely by an act of God, just as
adoption is always initiated by the adopter, not the adoptee. ' o

3. The infinite mercy and love of God in determining the relaﬁonship - there is nothing in
ourselves which merits adoption, like justification, it is rooted in God's love and established by
grace (God's unmerited favor). ' :

4. The profdund privilege -.of the relafionship - when Paﬁl ﬁsesthis word, _th'é ‘emphasi's: is often oh
the result of this adoption, that is the special privileges associated with this divine sonship..

Ephesians 1:5 - "In love he pr'edestincd us to be @pﬁéd as his sons (huiothesia) through Jesus
Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will." | igh

Galatians 4:_5 - "But when the'timié had fully come, God :sént his '_soil,‘ born of a woméﬁ, born
under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive the full ri ght of sons
(huiothesia)." ' ' o "

Romans 8:15-17 - "For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but
~ Yyou received the Spirit of sonship (huiothesia). And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.' The Spirit
himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are

| http://wWw.dcn.davis.ca.us/~gvcc/theology_notes/Adoption.htm] ‘ ©7/4/2002 1.
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© Astudy. of the Greek word hutothesza (Strong s 5206)

L Stong s Exhaustzve Condordance :
"5206. hunothesxa the placmg as a son."

K The words in bold in the followmg verses, unless otherwrse noted, are the ng James Versxon
translations of the Greek word hwothesza and represent every occurrence of huzothesza in the New -

' Testament

~ Romans 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spmt of God, they are the sons of God. , L
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spmt of :
adoption [RSV: but you have received the spirit of sonship; Moffatt: you have received the Spirit of
-sonship; NIV: but you received the spirit of sonship; Amplified: but you have received ...-the Spirit
producing sonship; NEB: but a Spirit that makes us sons; GNB mstead, the Spmt makes you God's -
chxldren] whereby we cry, Abba, Father. : R e

Rornans 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and tmvalleth in pain together until now.
23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves ’
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption [Fenton: the sonship; Moffatt: our full sonship; -
‘Amplified: our manifestation as God's sons; NEB, GNB: God to make us his sons NCV: Godto

~ finish’ makmg us hlS own cluldren] to wit, the redernptlon of our body o

Romans 9:3 For I could w1$h that myself were accursed frorn Chnst for my brethren, my kmsmen
according to the flesh:

4 Who are Israelites; fo whom pertaineth the adoption [RSV: to them belong the sonship; Moffat: thelrs_
1s the Sonship; NEB: they were made God's sons; GNB: he made them his sons], and the glory, and the
covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises;

5 Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concermng the ﬂesh Chnst came, who is over all, God blessed

for ever. Amen.

Galatians 4:3 Even so we, when we were children, were in- bondage under the elements of the world

- 4 But when the fulness of the trme was come, God sent. forth his Son made of a woman, made under the
law, : :

5 To redeem them that were under the law that we mlght receive the adopt:on of sons [NIV I'CCCIVC the - -
full rights of sons; Fenton: receive the sonship; NEB: attain the status of sons; Moffatt: have our
'sonship; Phillips: become the sons of God; GNB: become God's sons; NCV: become his children].

6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spmt of his Son into your hearts, crymg, Abba,

Father.

'Ephesxans 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Chnst, who hath blessed us w1th all

spiritual blessings in'heavenly places in Christ:
4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundatlon of the world that we should be holy and

without blame before him in love:
5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children [NCV to make us h|s own children; GNB:
that ... he would make us his sons; RSV, Moffatt- to be h:s sons] by Jesus Christ to h;mself accordmg

‘to the good pleasure of his will,
6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherem he hath made us accepted in the beloved.
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i November '96 Artlcle by Bill Berends
e Adoptton, Blbllcal Overvzew

lee, many of our readers, I am fro‘m a family thse 'lives were' eﬁriched .through the |
adoption of a child. This experience will always colour the way I read those passages in
- Scripture which speak of our adoptlon as chlldren of God (Rom 8 15, 23; 9 4 Gal 4:5; Eph

1:5).

No doubt the same is true for others who have 'had some involvement in adoption. Some
~time ago I came across an article in Christianity Today written by a lawyer who frequently -
assists parents to adopt. His experiences have given him a deep insight into adoption from
the parents’ side, and he used this to highlight the elective love and passion of God towards
his adopted children. In fact, the author saw the strongest human parallels to God’s adoption
~ in the adoption of “special needs” children, where the parents love the child no matter what

~his or her shortcomings. The fact that many such parents are prepared to set no
“preconditions for the child they hope to adopt calls to mind how God “predestmed us to be
adopted as his sons through J esus Christ” w1th0ut any preconchtlons (Eph. 1:5).

While such accounts are usually helpful and edifying, we must keep it in mind that the

adoption practices referred to in Scripture do reflect a very different situation. It is 1mportant

to mention this, because not all the examples we have from our society are necessarily

~ positive and upbuilding. Psychiatrists and counsellors have frequently observed that the
number of adoptees who come in for counselling is considerably higher than the average for

the population. They report that this is so because many adoptees have unresolved feelings

~of rejection on the part of their birth parents. In these situations the adoptive parents, too,
may face deep disappointments as the adopted children fail to 11ve up to thelr expectations.

" In contrast to these examples from our own somety the biblical picture of adoptlon does not.
involve any element of rejection by the natural parents In the Greek/Roman world adoption
was simply a means to regulating inheritance. In fact, in the biblical picture it 1S precisely
those who have been born anew through the Spirit as children of God who are also adopted
by God. How natural (spiritual) birth relates to adoptlon 1s explalned by John, who brings

these two facets together when he wntes

http://www._pastornet.net.aw/ts/961 I novhtm 7/4/2002 Y
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' Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
" children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s

will, butborn of God. (Jn. 1:12-13)

Those who believe in Christ have the right to become children of God, that is, they havethe =~
~ legal status of adopted children of God. Note that John does not mean that we earn aright to -
adoption because of our faith. Rather, as v.13'so clearly explains, our legal status as children
of God is itself the result of God’s sovereign work of regeneration. This new birth brings the
gift of faith by which we can accept Christ as our Saviour and recognise God as our F ather. -

" Because John does not actually use the word “adoption” to describe our legal status as- ‘
children of God, some commentators have argued that the text does not speak about
adoption. In support of this view they point out that John never refers to believers as
“sons” (huioi) of God. Sonship is the legal status of adoptees indicated by the Greek word
for adoption, which literally translates “to appoint as a son” (huiothesia). But John’s use of =
- the word “children” is explained by the fact that J ohn never uses the word “son” with
reference to the Father other than for the sonship of Christ. John Calvin and other .
interpreters, therefore, have no difficulty in recognising the adoption principle inthisand -
many other passages of John where he refers to believers as “children” of God:

One such passage reads: -

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called childrenof .
God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know
" him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made
known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he
Cis.(1John 3:1-2) - - ' o

' Here the phrase “calléd- f;hildrén of -God’,’v suggéStS'thzit John is speaking of the adopféd -siatus |
- of God’s people. God’s love is such that he allows us to be identified as his legal children. . .

This passage also shows that all the fullness of what this entails is not yet apparent, this “has-
“not yet been made known”. In a similar way Paul, too, points out that the full implications of

~ our adoption as children of God is something that will be revealed in the future, at the time

of the resurrection. In Romans 8, after Paul observes that all of creation is awaitingtobe =~
redeemed, he continues: A ' o SRR

We know that the whole cf_eatiOn has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to
the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan -
inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. (Rom.
8:22-23) | E o - -

_The_ré isa sén'se i_n'w._hich_the' full import of our adoption_ is still to be realised. Paul says that
will come when we receive the redemption of our bodies, or to recall the words of John cited
" above, when Christ returns we shall be like Christ. ‘

TIANONDY K|
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, _In chapter fom' of hlS letter to the Galatians Paul uses the adoptlon metaphor ina dlfferent

- way, to explam the difference between ‘Old and New Testament believers. In Old Testament

times believers, though the true children of the promlse were really no better off than =

~ slaves, because they were under the trusteeship of the law. They were God’s heirs apparent

- but had no llberty in using God’s riches. But under the New Testament the trusteeshlp of the

law has run out, as Christ has redeemed us from the law. God’s children are free from the -

law, and at liberty to enjoy the riches of God’s Kingdom. With this freedom comes the right -

. of free access to God. No longer do we need to come through the priests-as 1ntermed1ar1es
but havmg the Spmt of adoptlon we come to God crymg “Abba' Father!”

Paul says much the same thmg to the Romans when he wntes

..those who are led by the Spmt of God are sons of God For you did not receive a sp1r1t
_ that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we
cry; “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.
Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed

o _we share in his suffermgs in order that we may also share in his glory (Rom. 8:14-17)

This marvellous doctrme of adoptlon does not always receive the attention it deserves inour
preaching and teaching. In many theology books it is briefly mentioned as an adjunct to the
doctrine of justification, which doctrine has received such prominence during the

- Reformation that it tends to eclipse the doctrine.of adoption.. While the two may be taken -

- together, since they are both legal acts of God that flow from our faith i in him, they do stress
different aspects of our Christian life. Justification reminds us of God’s gracious forgiveness
of all our sins. But adoption brmgs to mmd all God’s wonderﬁxl promrses to us as the fellow

) helrs of Chnst

Again, in Reformed theology we have always tended to stress our dutles as people
regenerated to be citizens of the Klngdom of God. But have we also recognised our

- privileges as-adopted “sons” and heirs of the King? We must take care that we do not

- become like the elder brother to the prodlgal son, who knew his duties but was blind to his

privileges. HIS father had to remind him, “My son, you are always with me, and everythmgl .

“have is yours.” (Lk. 15:31) This is not to say that we want to fall into the “health and '
wealth” mentality encouraged by some modern evangehsts The very fact that the final and =~

full outworking of our adoption is still future should guard us agamst such cheapening of the

gospel message. But where our faith is a burden rather than a joy to us; we must ask if we

have really understood.-what it means to be a “son” of God and “brother” of Chnst

: The doctrine of adOptlon is one of the most encouragmg and comfortmg doctrmes of the
Scriptures. The mighty God of the universe wants to be our Father. The glorified Christ
wants to be our Brother. And all this is guaranteed by the Holy Spirit, who prompts us to cry -

~“Abba! Father!”
Bill Berends

Rev Berends is professor of Systematlc Theology at the R.T.C.
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O CHAPTERXXXVI

| . ADOPTION.
ADOPTION is fh_at pri'\}ivl:ég‘e', bestowed upon fﬁdse whq’ are umted .wit’hi;Ch'rist, ai‘l_d', justlﬁedby falth, by o
“which they are admitted into the family of God, adopted as his children, and made joint heirs with his-
ownSon: - R T O
In the strict sense of the word "Son," this title can be givén o;ily to the Eternal Son of God, who is tﬁc'
- only begotten of the Father (John 1:14), and is exclusively "the effulgence of his glory, and the very

nnage ofhis substance." (Heb. 1:3). . - - : L T

But others are called participati‘vély_sohs'of God, as probably the angels (Job 1:6: 38:7), as Adam .(Luke_
3:38), and as Israel (Ex. 4:22; Hosea 11:1; cf. Rom. 9:4). The sonship of angels and of Adam, manifestly

- proceeds from their_creati'on by God in his image, and likeness. That of Israel, however, is to be ascribed
" to the typical relation which that nation occupied to the true people of God. The application to Christ in -

Matt. 2:15, of the sonship declared of Israel in Ex. 4:22, and Hosea 11:1, together with the adoption to

* which Paul refers, Rom. 9:4, shows, that Israel's sonship, like Israel's election, was but a type, the:
fulfillment and reality of which were to be found only in the antitype. So far as Israel itself was~.
_concemned, the title could mean no more, than that that nation had been chosen by God to be outwardly |
his people, the depository of his holy oracles, and the means through which his salvation would come to
man. John 4:22. o - ' ' ' B -

The sonship ascribed to the believer in'Christ; will be best understood by considering its gracioﬁs' origin, -
' its peculiar nature, and the wondrous blessing which it confers. ' C o

1 Its Gracious Origin
1. It is not due to any natural relation, either originally bossessed,- or restored through justiﬁcation. -
2. Nor does it ari‘Sevfrobm any new i@age or likéneS$ of 'ﬂ(}éd,"Whicl.l has éoﬁé thrbugh regenéré}fibn, _
3. It is the simple gift of God's love to those who bj} faith aré :bfought iﬁto umon w1th his proper Soh. "
4. Itisan act originating eﬁtirely in the good pléasuré of God Eph. I;S‘ ' | T
5. Ttis due, meﬁtorioﬁﬂﬁ bﬁly- to the work of ‘(_Shfi-ét:.-lltvéb-uld be founded thﬁs_ vupojp no’(‘hi‘r.lbgel‘-se.
6.1tis conferred like justification upon all who by 'féith,fééci_vé Chnst J.Oim 1:12. | |

7.1t i,s»bestoWed at the beginning of the Christian carcér, Whe_n: thére_ could be no grouhd for s_uppc}sing it
due to the character or acts of the recipient. B B S

L Its Pecuiiar Nature.

If what has been said shows that the gift of sonship'"to fhe believer is a gracious act of God, that fact will
appear more plain as we study the peculiar nature of that sonship. R :

1. Itis an act by which God chooses to take those who are not his children, and to make thern such by
adopting them into his family. Because of this they "are no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are .

PR IS SR SN 14 IS | AP 1/-L7& L;.MI ' . i TISH000 T
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~ fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God." Eph. 2:19. o
2. As they are united in this i'sofx.s}.x.ip-,with his_ oWh;Sdn, Whov "is the image of the A.irilvisil')lé Go_d; th_e' ﬁrst -
:born of all creation," (Col. 1 :15), "the begi_nning__ of the creation. of God." (Rev. 3:14), so does their .
sonship partake of the nature of his not in its divine relations, but in those by which he is also, even in
~ that human nature, the Son of God. Luke 1:35. B
~3.Itisan éverlasfing' sonshipé because i.ts".contiﬁuance'depend.s not upon what they do, and are, but upon
4. Ttis one in which Christ Jesus "is made unto us wisdom ﬁom_ God and righteousness, and = = - -
-sanctification, and redemption." 1 Cor. 1:30. Thus are all their deficiencies removed and exchanged for

. the glory of his abundant fulness.

'5.Itis one in Ac.o’nncction with which is fulfilled the prayer of :Chr-ist, "that they may all be one; evenas

" Thou, Father, art in me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in us; . . . . "that they may be one, even as o

~ we are one; I in them, and Thou in me, that they may be perfected into one." John 17:21-23.

N © 6. Tosucha perfection'df soﬁship do they cohseqﬁentl}tattéin-, that not of, for ﬁnéugh themgélvcs," but
~ solely through Christ Jesus, do they thus become "partakers of the divine nature," (2 Pet. 1:4), attaining

- - - as near as creatures may, to the position and character of proper sonship to God.

II. Its Wondrous Blessings.

~ - The blessings connected with this sonship are scarcely less wonderful than is its nature.

" L Intimate fellowship with Christ and God. "Wherefore," says the apostle, "thou art no longer a bond
- servant, but-a son.” Gal. 4:7. "No longer," said Jesus, "do I call you servants; . . . but [ have called you
.~ friends." John 15:15. . ’ : ' ‘

. 2. The guidance of the Holy Spirit; "as many as are led by the Spirit of God, fhese are the sonévof God."
~ Rom. 8:14. - o - 4 o v . , K

3.The witnvessing presence of the Holy Spiﬁt: "the Spirit himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we

' are children of God." Rom. 8:16.

4. The conscious recognition in our hearts of God's relation to us as Father. "God sent forth the Spirit of

‘his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father." Gal. 4:6; also Rom. 8:15.

s, .’.'I_f childf;n, then heirs; heirs of God, andvjoint heirs with.ChI"ist." Rom. 8:17.

6. Unknown glOry' in future likeness to Christ: "it is not yet made manifest what we shall be. We know _
that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be like him." 1 John3:2. = - - : S

7. The 'ihhéritance includes all things: "he that overcometh shall inherit these things; and I will be his
God, and he shall be my son." Rev. 21:7; c¢f. 1 Cor. 3:21-23. - )
| IV ‘It.Differ‘s From Just»iﬁ:cation.'. '

It has been contended that "adoption cannot be said to be a different act or grace from

_ l]ittp‘://www.founders.org/li brary/boycel/ch36.html 7/5/2002 3
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' justification.” [Dabney's Theology, p. 627.] "It appears to me," says Dr. Dick, [Lect. 73, Theol, vol. 2,

p. 224,] "to be virtually the same with justification, and to differ from it merely in the new view whichit "~

gives of the relations of believers to God, and in the peculiar form in which it exhibits the blessingto
which they are entitled." Turretine says also, "that adoption is included in justification as @ part which,
" with the remission. of sins, constitutes this whole blessing; nor can justification be distinguished from "
adoption, unless so far as it is taken strictly for the remission of sins; whilst in its-own formal conception
it includes also acceptance unto life which flows from the imputation of the righteousness of Christ." - -
Turretine's Theol., B. 16, ¢. 6, sec. 7. I O L
The position taken by these writers is a contrary extreme to that which some have held, viz.: that .
justification consists only of pardon. Itis not to be doubted that justification is more than this,and
includes restoration to the favor of God, and to eternal life. But these might have been bestowed without .

conferring upon the justified the peculiar blessings contained in Adoption. "Adoption," says Buchanan ©

[on Justification, p.262}, "is distinct in some respects from justification. For although both denote a
change in relation, it may be affirmed that, according to Scriptures, pardon, acceptance, and adoption,
are distinct privileges, the one rising above the other in the order in which they have been stated; -- that -
if it be conceivable that a sinner might have been pardoned, without being accepted to eternal life, it is

~ equally conceivable that he might have been both pardoned and accepted, without being adopted as a

~ son; -- and that, while the first two first properly belong to his justification, as being both founded in the
- same relation,--that of a Ruler and Subject,--the third is radically distinct from them, as being founded -
on a nearer, more tender, and more endearing relation,--that between a Father and his Son.": S

Dabney sarg‘ues that there is no difference between'the two becauSc.the "instrument is the same--faith-- -
and because the meritorious ground of adoption is the same with that of justification, viz.: the .
righteousness of Christ." ' ' - ’

But these facts, which are admitted, are due to another, which is that the faith by which we are justified

is one which secures to us union with Christ. It would not necessarily. follow that this union confers

upon us only a single blessing or a number of blessings which may be combined together under one

~ name. We can only learn this by examination. If, therefore, it shall appear that there are distinctions _
between the accompanying blessings, to the extent that these exist must those blessings be regarded as

. different.
That there -are'»,cliistin’ctions_ appears to be plaii‘i from the following considerations:

1. The Scriptures speak separately of justification and adoption, and do not state that the latter is, in
whqle, or in part, the same as the former. : '

2 Justification is ascribed to the righteous character of God as it formal ground. In it he is only gracious
in accepting and providing a substitute. Adoption is expressly referred to the love of God. 1 John 3:1.
The fact that these cannot be interchanged, and justification referred to love, or adoption to justice,
shows a decided distinction between them. ' ' R ' '

3. While there is a change of relation in each of them, in justification it is a change of relation to the law,
and only through that to the lawgiver and judge; in adoption it is a change of relation to the family of
God and thus to God as the Father. - :

4. While faith is that through which each is attained, in justification it is a condition precedent to a
forensic act which we are assured that God will do because of righteousness as well as faithfulness (1
John 1:9); while in adoption it is merely receptive of Christ, securing that union through which the

T Y S SUIUNINY: - TSNS RPN 1 /AR L Wl » ' . v TS7007 9



patefna] love Ao’_f_ God_:ﬂvﬁv‘vs freely on no 'bthe'rjg_rolilﬁld than‘faithfulhéss to his proniiSes.: »;

5. The act of justification is never ascribed to the Son, and is seeri to be plainly a prerogative of the - :

~ Father as God; but it s said of the Son that "as many as réceived him, to them gave he the rightto - - s

~ become children of God, even to them that believe on his name." John 1:12. In some sense, therefore, e
- which is not true of justification, adoption is connected as a gift with the Son as well as the Father. -

- The-above considerations are sufficient to show that there is a real basis of distinction between
. Justification and Adoption, and that the latter is not included in the former. They are separate effects. .
~which flow from the union with Christ attained through faith; because of which we are made partakers
~of all the benefits of his meritorious work. Justification is one of these; and by it we obtain pardon, and .
favour with God, which is eternal life. Adoption is yet another which confers upon us the especial .
privilege of children and heirs of God. It is no more to be confounded with justification-thanis
sanctification, which is ‘also an effect of the same union with Christ, for; although its distinctions are not

SO many, nor so broad, yct to the extent that they exist, they are asreal. -

"This closer and more endearing relation to God, which is constituted by Adoption, is necessary, in
addition to that which is included in our Justification, to complete the view of our Christian privileges,
and to enhance our enjoyment of them, by raising us above the spirit of bondage which is unto fear; and -
cherishing the spirit of adoption whereby we cry, Abba, Father. It is necessary, also, to explain how the
sins of believers are not visited with penal inflictions, properly. so called, but are nevertheless treated in.
the way of fatherly chastisement; and, still further, to show that the kingdom of heaven hereafter will not
be bestowed as wages for work done, but as an 'inheritance,’ freely bestowed, on those, and those only,
-who are ‘joint heirs with Christ." Buchanan on Justification, pp.263, 264. RS

[n_éxt.gham@.r.], [previous chapter] [table of contents]
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7 Romans8:14:17

. THEDELIGHTSOFTHESPIRITLIFE
" Intro: Imagine being born into a family that was poverty stricken. A family that was dysfunctional and -
- doomed. A family with no hope or prospects for the future. A family that was dying and that didn'teven =~
care for you at all. Now imagine that along comes a kind, gentle, and wealthy man: This man tells you
that he loves you and offers to take yon in as his own child. This man offers you everything your natural
family could never give you and he offers it to you free of charge. All you have to-do is come with him -
and consent to be his child. Sounds far-fetched, doesn't it? However, that is exactly what happens to ‘
‘every person who places their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ! R . S

As Paul moves deeper in this eighth chap_ter\oAf Roméns, he is continuing to illdsﬁtrat'e the supeﬁoﬁty of
 the Spirit life. He has already spoken of the deliverance of the Spirit life and the differences of the Spirit
B life. Now, in these verses, he s'peaks of The Delights Of The Spirit Life. . ' ' ' o

~ He tells us that every saved person has been brought into the fafnily éf God a_nd erij’oys all the rights and
privileges of natural born children. Let's look at these verses thight and talk for a few minutes about

‘The Delights Of The Spirit Life.

I V. 14415 THE DELIGHT OF OUR ADOPTION -
A. V.14 We Have A New Family - According to Paul, when we believed, we became the
"sons of God." That is, we were removed from the family of Adam and were transplanted

“into the family of God. We are literally His children, 1 John 3:1-3. John's verses tell us that
we are His children now, and that one day, we will be just like our new Father. . o

(111 Notice what the first part of verse 14 says. It says that "As man as are led by the Spirit
of God, they are the sons of God." What this means is that those who are in the family
begin to act like the family. For instance, there are certain people in this church who sound
and act like their parents. Sometimes, on the phone I cannot tell you apart. You phrase

 things like your parents and even sound like your parents. We all develop traits that are
similar to the family to which we belong. : ’ o

" The same hold true in the life of the believer. If A person is saved, they will develop traits
that are like the Father's family. The primary trait being that they will be led by the Spirit of
God! You see, every child of God has the Holy Spirit living within him, Rom. 8:9. And, if
the Spirit is in residence, He will make His presence known! He will change the lifeHe
inbabits) o T . S

(1. By the'way, this'is a tremendous means of géining assurance of sélifaticjn. You see,
~ God's children are "led by the Spirit". Does the Spirit of God ever lead you to do anything?
~ If not, you should check up!) - : i ' O o

B. V.15 We Have A New Father - Verse 15 tells us that we have been delivered from the
*bondage of fear and that we have been adopted into the family of God. In our society, -
_ adopted children often feel, and are perceived to be, second class members of the family.
That is sad, but true for many. They are forever reminded of the fact that they were not born -
in to the adoptive family. - .- ’

Lt A loememes il Aln mem e D Am090R 14_17 htm : 7/412002 1}
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' - However in ancrent Rome thmgs were vastly drfferent To be adopted was consrdered a
L great pnvrlege ‘ o : , L r

o (Ill Adoptron The word "adoptlon" (hurothesra) means: to place as a'son. The plcture of -
B adoptron is a beautiful picture of what God does for the Christian. In the ancient world the - ] _'
~ family was based on.a Roman law called "patria potestas,” the father's power. The law gave .
the father absolute authonty over his children so long as the father lived. He could work,
- enslave, sell, and if he wished; he could pronounce the death penalty Regardless of the
- chrld’s adult age the father held all power over personal and property rrghts '

Therefore adoptlon was a serious matter Yet, it was a common practlce to ensure that a
family would not become extinct by having no male’ chrldren And whena child was.

: adopted three legal steps were taken.

41 The adopted son was adopted pennanently He could not be adopted today
and disinherited tomorrow. He became a son of the father--forever He was

etemally secure as a son.

2 The adopted son lmmedlately had all the rlghts of a legltlmate son n the new -
~ family. . . " o

'3.The adopted son eompletely lost all rights in his old famrly The adopted son -
was looked upon as a new person -- so new that old debts and obligations =
_connected with his former farmly were cancelled out and abohshed asif they

never ex1sted )

' (Ill When we came to Jesus, we were taken out of Adam and adopted mto Jesus We have a
new F ather') .

S O% 14 15 We Have A New Freedom These verses tell us that as chrldren of God we have -
- been delivered from the 1 power and influence of the flesh: We are no longer led about by -
Satan and the whims of the flesh. Now, we are led by the Spirit of God. Not only have we -
~ been delivered from our old leadership, we have been delivered from the life of fear that we
used to live while we were in our old family. Now, in Jesus, we are bought into a close
relationship with our new Heavenly Father. A relatlonshrp So close that we are penmtted to

_ address Him as "Abba" or "Daddy "

(1L The ideais that ‘we are brought mto such an mtrmate relatronshrp w1th God that we
© - assume the place of small children who lift their voices to God as a hurting, helpless child
would who cries out to its father. There is the idea of i mtrmacy and dependence, but of a-
- complete lack of fear. Of course, there is respect and reverence, but there is the sense that
our Father will not harm us; but that if He loved us enough to dre for us, He w111 certalnly

~ care for.us as we walk w1th Him. )
I The Dehght Of Our Adoptlon |
IV 16 THE DELIGHT OF OUR ASSURAN CE
(I11. Not only have we been adopted into the farmly of God but we are given pnceless

assurance of that fact in our hearts day by day

:http://vaw-gileadbc.org/romans/Rom%208_l4—’1 7.htm 7/4/2002 t'L'



- TheDelight‘s‘_OfThe Spiri’t}Life" . R o | - Page3 of4 .

*the Holy Spirit of God. It was this relationship that was predicted by the Lord Jesus .-
Himself, John 14:16-18; John 16:7-15. The Spirit of God spends time with the redeemed - .

A Our Communion With The Spirit - The child of God has a blessed communionwith

. and this is a truth that the saint of God must not take for granted. He leads us and teachesus -~ B
~allwe need to know about how to live for the glory of God in this world. - T

'B. Our Confidence In The Spirit - The Spirit of God has fellowship with those whoare "
saved by grace and that is one of the surest ways to know that you have been born again! If

you are genuinely -saved, you will know it because the Spirit of God will hold communion - -
withyou. AESCEE R .
He will speak to your heart. He will tell you things. He will guide you. He will warn you.
He will lead you. He will feed you. He will comfort you. He will teach you the truth. If the
Spirit of God never speaks to your heart, then'you need to examine yourself. It may be that

you have never really been saved! o .

Like a mother who wraps her arms ardund that insecure child everyday and expresses her . . .
~ undying love, the Spirit of God does the same things for the redeemed child of the Lord. He
is the Divine lover of oursoul! o ’ P
I. The Delight Of Our Adoption

1. The Dé-light Of Our Assuranée

I, V.17 THE DELIGHT OF OUR AFFLUENCE

(Not only are we adopted into the family and assured of that fact everyday of our lives, we are also -
wealthy beyond measure. Notice what this verse teaches us about our new standing.) ‘
A. Our Privilege - This verse teaches us that we are the heirs of God. May I remind you
~ that our Heavenly Father is wealthy beyond measure? The Bible teaches this truth, Psa.
~ 50:10-12. We have the privilege of sharing in the vast wealth of our‘heavenly' Father. That
' is why Phil. 4:19 means so much to us. He is able to meet our needs no matter how great
they may appear. What He has belongs to us right now, Luke 12:32!

(L. The hymn - A Child Of The King - Majesty book Page 645.)

B. Our Portion - Not only are we the heirs of God, but we have been made joint-heirs with
" Jesus. Literally, we are given an equal share in the wealth of our Father. Under Jewish Law,
‘the eldest son would be given a double portion of the father's wealth. However, under ‘
‘Roman Law, all sons were treated equally. ‘ '

(I1l. When I think about this, it 1sn't the idea of getting things that amazes me. I am amazed

" when I come to understand that I have been placed o nthe same footing with Jesus. Please .

" do not misunderstand me, but you and I that are saved have ‘been declared to be the sons of -
God and we are given the same standing before God as is His Son Jesus Christ! We will
never be Him, but we have been made like Him in the Father's eyes! Hallelujah!)

C. Qur] Promise - As we pass through this life, we will go through difficult times and we |
will face many trials. There will be many times when we will feel like God has forsaken us -

‘«Hn-‘//unxnu mileadhe nrn/rnmancmnm‘%')ﬂﬂ 14-] 7 hfm ' 7/4/2002 \3
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*" “and is.not meeting our needs like we think He should. However, we need to remember that
- weare "pilgrims and strangers" in this present world. The fulness of our inheritance will not- -
be realized until we arrive at home in our Father's House: When we get to Heaven, then we
- will see just how rich we are and were. One look around will tell the tale forever, Rev."

_ Cohc‘_:. Theré lS no. cofnp’arisoﬂ betw»cénf{\"héti'fWe:hévé now in thé.Spiﬁt andwhat we ."é'r.lt'iiued'in' the
flesh. God has,éncomaggd ‘me afresh as His child through this passage. =~~~ 7

There may be those here tonight who are struggling with this matter of assurance. If so; the Holy Spirit
- can help you get your sonship settled. Others may be dealing with a need in their lives. Why not bring
that need to the One Who owns it all and let Him meet it for you? Some may just want to come before
‘the Lord and thank Him for adopting you into His family. We are a blessed people and we need to be
grateful. Whatever the need of your heart may be this evening, there is help in'the presence of God.
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' Sub’je_cfivé Soterioloty - Lesson 4
Adoption
by Pastor Bob Burridge ©1998
- Westminster Confession of Faith XII

L. All those that are justified, God vouchsafeth, in and for his only Son Jesus Christ, to-.
make partakers of the grace of adoption, by which they are taken into the number, and

_* enjoy the liberties and privileges of the children of God, have his name put upon them,
receive the Spirit of adoption, have access to the throne of grace with boldness, are .
enabled to cry, Abba, Father, are pitied, protected, provided for, and chastened by him,
as by a father: yet never cast off, but sealed to the day of redemption; and inherit the
promises, as heirs of everlasting salvation: : : e B

The Workings of 'Adpptidn _ o _ o o A
Adoption, as is true of all the workings of God, finds its first cause in the eternal decree. ..

Ephesians 1:4-6 just as H,é chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we -
should be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons
through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of
the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. :

* The foundation for adoption is in the work of j-ustiﬂ(:ati_bn by the- work of Jesus Christ.on behalf of his
‘people. ‘ : ’ .

Galatians 4:4-5 But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a

woman, born under the Law, in order that He might redeem those who were under the

Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. o o :
Adoption is an act of God's grace, whereby, for nothing in the sinner-but wholly for the merits of the
life and death of the Savior, the elect are translated into the family of God forever. It is appropriated
by means of the regeneration of faith unto justification o

John 1:12-13 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become . -
children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who.were born not of blood, nor
~ of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. ' N

_Identity of those Adopted : . L R : P
Though all humans are created. by God and owe their being to him, they are not sons in the spiritual
sense. As sons only by creation they enjoy the benefits of this relationship ungratefully. Their ..
rebellious sonship deserves the wrath of God. Their spiritual sonship was forfeited by the alienation of
spiritual death. In this lost estate we are properly called sons of Satan and children of _God's- wrath.

Ephesians 2:3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging'
the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, evenas -

the rest.

John 8:44 “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your
father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he
is a liar, and the father of lies. '
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_ 3:1¢ is the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone o
- “who does not practice righteousriess is not of God, nor the one who does not love his -~
. brother. .- R . s oL o

1 J0hn 3;'.1.0, By th

* Those who believe in the umversalfatherhood ofGodand brotherhood of man” deny God's word and ‘
diminish the work of the Savior to a mere moral example.for us: It is-a doctrine of cosmic tragedy: Th_is ‘

- foundation of modern religious humanism s the spirit of anti-christ and a false gospel. It isthe ~
deceptive gospel of Satan which leads the spiritually blind proudly and confidently into the fires of
eternalhell. Lo T - g T R

- The elect are:made sons. of God byvgra}ce based upon the atonement of Christ. This foundation

. provides for reconciliation with an offended holy God by the purchase of us as sons. Adoption is

- therefore a change in our relationship with the Father. Its origin in his eternal love is manifest in our
faith unto justification. . B ' o '

~ Unlike human adoptions which are common in-our own experience, we are adopted when we are born
into the family of God. Adoption-and birth are separate ways of becoming members of a family among
men. But in the revelation of the workings of God they come together as joint realities. . : :

1John 3:1-2 See how great a love the Father has bestoweéd upon us, that we should be

- called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, ,'
* because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not

appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shalt be like Him,

because we shall see Him just as He is.

* A distinction must be ma&e betWeén our sonéhip with the -Fa'th'ér and that etefr_ial.sohsh'ip of Jesus _
Christ. He forever shares in the essence of the Trinity, and in all the incommunicable attributes of the
other members of the Godhead. Yet we share in his Sonship as joint heirs forever by his merits.

John 20:17 Jesus said. to 'her, "Stop clinging to'Me, for I have not yet ascended to the _
.- Father; but go to My brethren, -and say to them, 'I ascend to My Father and your Father,
"~ and My God and your God." ' o B - oo

 Romans 8:14-17 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For
you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a
spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!" The Spirit Himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs alsge, heirs of God
- and fellow heirs-with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be

- glorified with Him.

- The Blessings of Adoption. : S - :
Adoption is in order to the blessings decreed by God for his people. It is one of the means ordained to
secure forever those liberties and privileges spoken of in the word. As the confession summarizes; -
adopted sons of God have his name upon them, they receive the Spirit of Adoption and access to the
throne of grace affording them the boldness of prayer. They cry out to God as their Father and benefit-

_ from his fatherly pity, protection, provision and chastisement. They can never be cast off but are B
sealed as heirs forever until the day of redemption. ' : e R

Galatians 4:6'—7 And because you are sons,;'God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into

_our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!” Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if-

a son, then an heir through God.

return to the top of this Page
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+ . Adoption (Religious)

~ (Easton Illustratedj Dictionary)

" Ppagel .o‘f'3 |
Adoption (Religious) o

 Advanced Information -

Adoption is the giving to any one 'the;navmé and -placé and privileges of a son who is not a son by birth.

© (1.) Natural. Thus Pharaoh's daughter adopted Moses (Ex. 2:10), and Mordecai Esther (Esther 2:7). (2.) |

- National. God adopted Israel (Ex. 4:22; Deut. 7:6; Hos. 11:1; Rom. 9:4). (3.) Spiritual. An act of God's
‘grace by which he brings men into the number of his redeemed family, and makes them partakers

of all the blessings he has provided for them. Adoption represents the new relations into which the
believer is introduced by justification, and the privileges connected therewith, viz., an‘interest in God's
peculiar love (John 17:23; Rom. 5:5-8), a spiritual nature (2 Pet. 1:4; John 1:13), the possession of 2 ‘
spirit becoming children of God (1 Pet. 1:14; 2 John 4; Rom. 8:15-21; Gal. 5:1; Heb. 2:15), present
protection, consolation, supplies (Luke 12:27-32; John 14:18; 1 Cor. 3:21-23; 2 Cor. 1:4), fatherly

chastisements (Heb. 12:5-11), and a future glorious inheritance (Rom. 8:17,23; James 2;5;‘Phi1. 3:21).

[ BELIEVE |
Our List of 700

Adoption (Religious) | Refigiou

Advanced Information o B =

A relatively infr,eq\ierit term in the Scriptures, "adbption". is of theological importance, for it relates to

* how Israel and the Christian may be "sons" and "heirs" of God although they are not uniquel_y orby

nature so, as in the case of Christ.
In the OT

The term "adoption” does not appear in the OT. There are no provisions for adoption in Israelite law, .
and the examples which do occur come from outside the Israelite culture (Eliezer, Gen. 15:1-4; Moses,
Exod. 2:10; Genubath, 1 Kings 11:20; Esther, Esth. 2:7, 15). For the Israelites polygamy and levirate
marriage were the more common solutions to infertility. Yet adoption was not unknown in their
literature (cf. Prov. 17:2; 19:10; 29:21, which may all refer to adoption of slaves), and it may have been
the means by which children fathered by a master on a slave mother inherited property (Gen. 16:1-4;
21:1-10; 30:1-13). Outside of Israel adoption was common enough to be regulated in the law codes of
Babylon (e.g., Hammurabi's Code, sect. 185-86), Nuzi, and Ugarit. Not infrequently these refer to the-

adoption of a slave as an heir.

For Israel as a whole there was a conscious{ness of having been chosen by God as h15 "son" (Hos. 11:1; ~
Isa. 1:2; Jer. 3:19). Since Israel had no myth of descent from the gods as the surrounding cultures did,
adoption was the obvious category into which this act, as well as the deliverance from slavery in Egypt,

- would fit, as Paul indicates in Rom. 9:4. Likewise the kings succeeding David were God's "son" (II Sam.

7:14; 1 Chr. 28:6; Ps. 89:19). Ps. 2.7, e.g., uses "You are my son," which is probably the adoption
formula used in the enthronement ceremony of each successive Davidic ruler. Together these ideas laid
the basis for later NT usage of adoption imagery. - o

In the NT
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o Inthe NT,tl‘ie térm“ ‘,'adOp:t-iO_n"} j(hui(‘)‘th"es;ia) is strictly a Péu]ine'idea, occurring only in Rom 8:15,23; 2
- +9:4; Gal. 4:5; and Eph. 1:5.- While John and Peter prefer the picture of regeneration to portray the = - -

. Christian sonship, Paul has characteristically chosen a legal image (as in justification), perhaps due to -
 his contact with the Roman world. ~ . ST TR

- In Greek and Roman society adoption was, at least among the upper classes, a relatively common -
- practice. Unlike the oriental cultures in which slaves were sometimes adopted, these people normally
- limited adoption to free citizens. But, at least in Roman law, the citizen so adopted became a virtual
~slave; for he came under the paternal authority of his adoptive father. Adoption conferred rights, but it
came with a list of duties as well. .~~~ . o R

- Paul combines several of these pictures in his thought. While Gal. 4 begins with a picture of the law -

. enslaving the heirs until a given date (e.g., majority or the death of the father), there is a shift in vs. 4 to
- the adoption image in which one who was truly a slave (not a minor as in vss. 1-3) becomes a son and

- thus an heir through redemption. The former slave, empowered by the Spirit, now uses the address of a

~ son, "Abbal Father!" _

-~ The reason for adoption is given in Eph. 1:5: God's love. It was not due to his nature or merit that the

o Christian was adopted (and thus receives the Spirit and the inheritance, Eph. 1:14-15), but to God's will

acting through Christ. Adoption is a free grant to undeserving people solely from God's grace.

*As in Galatians and Ephesians, adoption is connected to the Spirit in Romans as well. It is those who are
. "led by the Spirit" who are sons, who have received the "spirit of sonship," not that of slavery (Rom.
- 8:14-15). Again the Spirit produces the cry "Abba!" and indicates by his presence the reality of the =
~-coming inheritance. - ' ‘ o - S ,

Adoption, however, is not entirely a past event. The legal declaration may have been made, and the
Spirit may have been given as a down payment, but the consummation of the adoption awaits the future,
for the adoption of sons includes "the redemption of our bodies" (Rom. 8:23). Thus adoption is '
something hoped for as well as something already possessed. - ' : '

- Adoption, then, is deliverance from the past (similar to regeneration and justification), a status and way
- -of life in the present (walking by the Spirit, sanctification), and a hope for the future (salvation,
- resurrection). It describes the process of becoming a son of God (cf. John 1:12; 1 John 3:1 -2)and -
- receiving an inheritance from God (cf. Col. 3:24). R ' S S

P. H. Davids -

Bibliography S . ' - S N o
- J. L. Cook, "The Concept of Adoption in the Theology of Paul," in Saved by Hope, ed. J. I. Cook; F.
Lyall, "Roman Law in the Writings of Paul, Adoption," JBL 88:458-66; L. H. Marshall, The Challenge
of NT Ethics; W. v. Meartitz and E. Schweizer, TDNT, VIII, 397-99; W. H. Rossell, "New Testament =
Adoption, Graeco-Roman or Semitic?" JBL 71 :233-34; D. J. Theron, "Adoption' in the Pauline Corpus,”
- EvQ 28:6-14; J. van Seters, "The Problem of Childlessness in Near Eastern Law and the Patriarchs of
Israel," JBL 87:401-8. B o o B - :

* (Elwell Evangelical Dictionary)

NOTE: This subject is VERY different from Adoptionism: -
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“the §mm] of God Into their s ouls become -
sons of God ¢) the blessed state looked for -

" in the future life 2fter the visible return of -

- Rom 8 14 is

14 For. as many as are led by:i,
. the Spirit of God they are ﬂ'«e

 sons¥= of God.

15 For ye have not reoetved the

spirit of ‘bondage again to fear;
but ye have received the Spirit

| ] T H A YER: s
5206 huuo(hsm—adoguon, ‘a oEUon as

) sans =) that rclauonsﬁg which God was”
. pleased to establish between himself and

.. Chrst from heaven-” -

of adoption®2%, whereby we ‘.

- ay, Abba, Father.

VINE‘S

. huiothesia 5206, from huios, "a son," and .

~ _thesis, "a placing,” akin to tithemi, "'to.
" place,"” signifies the place and condition of

‘ naturally. belong. The word is used bv the'

In Rom 8:15, believers are said to have:

received "the Spirit of adoption,” that is,
the Holy Spirit who, gwen as the

" Firstfruits -of all that is to be thc:rs,

" soms..In Gal 4:5 they are said to receive

STRONG S

A— 5206 huiothesia (hwee-oth-es-ee -ah)
from a.presumed compound of 5207
and a derivative of S087; the placing
as a_som, i.e. adoption (figuratively,
Christian _-sonship in_respect to
God):-
sons)

8 —— 5207 hulos (hwee-os'), apparently
primary word-
of animals), used very widely - of

_ immediate, remote or fguratlvelyr

I\mshlg. child, foal, son.

C—-——5087 tithemi (t:th‘-ay—mee), ‘
prolonged . form of a primary theo
(theh'-0) (which " is ‘used oaly -as

alternate in certain teases); to Blacc.

(in the widest. application, literally
and figuratively; properly, in a
passive or horizontal posture;'and
thus different from 2476, which
properly denotes an_upright- and:
active Qosition, ~while 2749 is
properly  reflexive and
prostratc) + advnsc, appoint, bow,
commit, -comceive, give, X - kneel

down, lay (aside, down, up), make, -

ordain, * purpose, put, set

(forth),
settle, sink down. .

2 . bestowed _in

adoption (of ch‘ildren,.vof'.

' (sometlmes .

uttérly -

“produces in them the realization of
sonship and the attitude belonging to

- "the adoption. of soms,” i. e sonship
- distinction
. relationship _consequent merely upon
"_birth; here ‘two contrasts are- presented,
(1) (1) between the sonship of ‘the believer
. and the unoriginated sonship of Christ,
© (2) between the freedom enjoyed by the
believer and bondage, whether of Gentile

natural condition, or of Israel under the -

Law. In Eph-1:5 they are said to have

" 'been forecordained unto "adoption ‘as
" sons" through Jesus Christ, RV; the KJV,
"adoptlon of children™ is a mistranstation

- believers as children; they are begotten as

such by His Holy- Spirit through faith. -

_“Adoptnon". is a term involving - the

',1:Swherekspreasely

“a son sciven te one to whom it does not.

‘ I-lwosgwesevdenoe

from a-

and misleading. God does not "adopt”

~ dignity of the relationship of believers as,
¢ sons; it is not a putting into the family by
spiritual_birth, but a putting_into the -

- position of sons. In Rom 8:23 _the
"adoption" of the believer is set forth as

- still future,- .as it there

- will be changed and those who have fallen
asleep. will be raised.
" "adoption” is spoken of as bclongmg to
lsracl, in accordance with the statement

in Ex 4:12, "Israel is My Son." Cf. Hos -

4 11:1. Isracl was brought into a special

includes the .
redemption of the body, when the’ luvmg .

~In. Rom 9:4 .

relation with God, a collective

relationship, not enjoyed by
nations, Deut 14:1; Jer 31:9, etc.

other -

ZOBHIATES

retationship o dmﬂt eiectmt
God(oeut 141) hHom.hS Gal. 45; Igh 1£usev3
o the Pae-
>0 Ot 10

sia der adoption o8 K-regards the
Rev217) " and In contr.- ww\meegggeryo(v-

. m(v 21)dhepmsent.n questionable whether
telabonsh:p of children,

demtesalsothemlaﬁom!vpltsenasbased adoption
hmcsseusnevereqmmlentbhulotes.sorsth Of. Eph

_eatnesof divine fove in
son.

'damﬂ\eemonhere"bfore-appowm proorisas
" eis huiothesian, meens 0 appowkbeforehand\o adopuon.

pa imply the
ldamv:fudﬂsdenvedkomhlda to
gzve bcrth 10 (Jn 9-18-20; Gal 4,’.«1024l metaphorically’
: dwademﬁts t 59,45;8:12; 1338;
Mkzw 3:17:1k635: 106 168; 2036; I 12:36;17:12;
Acsw:se I Cor. 6:18; Eph.22) Inthe N.T. usedofmaje :

b. 12:8); des-
MLETS):
demonstmhg characier (Mt 23:15,21; .
635, 2036; Jn.1712:w54:36 13:10; Rom814 19;
Gstaze,emzz dﬁerenoebetweenbeﬁeve:sas

tokna, of God and &s sons, huioi, ts brought out
in Rom. 8:14-21. Tekna refers to those who were bomn of
God and hiioi refers 10 those who show maturity acting as
the basic relationship as a bom-again child
edb,(sexpre&eedastelaw(ﬂomew)
the dignity of one’s relationship
-and kkeness to God's characler. In Jn. 1:12 fekna is used
of new believers, not fsiol. The expression “Son of God,”
hoios Theou, is used of Jesus as a manifestaton of His.

4:40) oﬂspmg

: fedabomfupmﬁ\mFaﬂwrdmexpfmono(Hisd\ar
- ader. TneLordemsneveuzﬂedtela‘noaThew.ad\ud

of God. s believers are. Jesus used either the full title (Jn.

5225; 11:4) or more frequently “the Son” ho Huws, which
stobemdestoodasanabbrev;auonofmeSonotGod

ot the Son of Man which He always expressed in full (L -~

1022 Jn. 5:18, etc.) stressing the characteristic of human--
fromsmhAdst:&zstseealsoPs 2:7), the birth

’ 3 ist in His humanity and His sinless conformity lo the

Father's character is expresed not with teknon; but with

huios.

) WEBSTER’S

SONSHXP n. [from son] 1. The state of_
Bemo a son, or of havmg the relatlon of a
son.

2. Filiation: the character of a son.
12 : -

' 'SON. n.

1. ‘A male ch:ld, the male issue of 2
parent, father or mother. Jacob had

twelve sons. [shmael was the son of Haoar
by Abraham. -

2. A male descendant, however. distant;
. hence in the plural, = sons _signifies

descendants in general, a sense much used
in the Scriptures. The whole human race

are styled sons of Adam.

- 3. The compellation of an old man to a
young one, or of 2 confessor to his
penitent; a term of affection. Eli called

Samuel his son. Be plain, good son, and
home; y in thy drift.



our ceuntry never be as‘mmed of her
: 3Dns .

The produce of any thmg Earth s
" all sens. the cedar, “oak- and’ ‘pine, . -
Note. The primary ‘sense of chdd is

roduce :ssue a shootl

One adobted in‘to' a rs'mn'y' ‘Moses - -

each other. one of which admits the nech
of a retort, and. the other is joined to
‘another receiver. It is used in
dnsltllahons. 10 give more space to elastic

. \apors. orto increase the length ofthc .
.. neck ofa retort S

ADOPT'I\G ppr. Takmg stranoer as
_a son; taking as one's own. - i

‘ v/as the son of Pharaoh s daughter.- :

.EXZ

" . One who is converted by another's -
yestrumentality, is called his son; -

" also, one_educated by another: as the

sons of the prophets. = -

. Christ is called.the Son of God, as °

‘eing conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit, or in consequence of his

ADOP'TION, n. IL. adoptio.]

1. The actvof'adopti'ng, or the state of

being adopted; the taking and treating of

©.a stranger as one's own child.

- 2. The receiving as ‘one's own, what lS

elatlon to the Father. -

Son of pride, sons. of hght son of

Behal These are Hebralsms, whtch:

~ Denote’ that. persons _possess the

qualities -of pride, of ‘light, or of "

Belial. as - children - .inherit the
_c'jua!ities of their ancestors. C

ADOPT". v.t. [L. adopto, of ad and

- pto, 1o desire or_ choose. See -

“Option.]

. To take a stranger into onme's
ramily. as son and heir: to take one
who is not a child, and treat him as’
éone, eiving him a title. to the
orivileges and rights of a child. -

. In a spiritual sense, to receive the
s inful children of men. into the
yavisible .church, and inte God's
Favor and protection, by which they

8 ecome-heirs of salvation by Christ.

. To take or receive as one's own,

" new or not natural.

3. God's taking the sinful children of -

men into his favor and protection.

 rhat which'is not naturally so; as, to
" dopt the opinions of another; or to
Qecene that which is new; as, to
" adopt a - particular  mode of
. ﬂusbandry, ‘

. To setect'and take, as, whlch modev ,

will you adopt"

ADOPTED, pp.Taken as one's own;
keceived as son and helr. selected for
. use. .

ADOPT'EDLY. adv. In the manner
“of something adopted.

"RADOPT'ER, n.

. One who adopts.

Adoption of arms, an ancient ceremony
- of presenting arms to one for his merit or
- valor, which -laid the person: under an

obhoatlon to defend the giver.

Adoption by baptism is the spiritual -
-affinity which- is contracted by god- .
fathers and god-children, in the

ceremony of baptism. It ‘was introduced

“into the Greek church; and afterwards

among the ancient Franks. This affinity
was supposed to entitle the god-child to a

N share of the god- father s estate
-Ad‘option by hair was performed by

cutting off the hair of a .person -and

‘giving it to the adoptive father. Thus
Pope John V11 adopted Boson, klng of_

Arles.

Adoption by matrimony is the taking the

children of a wife or husband, by a

former marriage, into the condition of
natural ' children. This is-'a practice

peculiar- to the Germans; but is not so-

properly adoption as adfiliation.

Adoption by testament is the aopointing.

-of a person to be heir, by will, or

_b adoption of sons.22%% .
6 And because ye are sons5207 God

condition of his taking the name, arms,

&c. of the adopter. .

In Eurooe, adoptien is used -for many

kinds of admission te a more intimate -
relation, and is nearly eqmvalent to .
reception; - as, the admission of persons
into hospitals, or monasteries, or of one .
: socnety into another. :

ADOPT'IVE, a. |L. adoptivus.}

That adepts, as an adoptive father; or -
that is adopted, as an adoptive son.

14 For as .many as are led. 'b‘y.the
Spirit of God, they are the sons=—

of God

- 155 For ye have not received the
spirit of bondage again to fear; but .
ye have recewed _the Spirit- of
-~ adoption®2%, wh'ere_by. we - cry,
" Abba, Father. o .

16 The Spmt rtself beareth w:tness

_with -our spirit,” that we. are the

chlldren of God:"

19 For the earnest expectatlon of ‘
the creature waiteth for the .
of

mamfestahon of the sonssm7

God.

Rom 8:22-23 ' , .
22 For we know that the whole
creation groaneth and travaileth in
pain together until now.

.23 And not only they, but ourselves
_also, which have the firstfruits of -

the Spirit, even we ourselves groan

‘within ourselves, waiting for the

adoption>2%, to wit, - the

‘redemption of our body.
‘Gal 4:4-6

4 But when the fulness of the time
was come, God sent forth his

son®2”, made of a woman, made -
. under the law, :

5 To redeem them that were under

the law, that we might receive the
5206 -

hath sent forth. the Spirit of his
Son®*” into your hearts, crymg,

. Abba, Father.”
Rom 9:3-4 - - R
- 3 For I could wish that myself were

accursed  from Christ  for  my

 brethren, my kmsmen aooordmg to .
- theﬂesh' .

"4 Who are Israehtes, ‘to whom

5206

pertaineth the adoption=—, and
~_the glory, and the ‘covenants; and -
- the giving of the law, and the

‘servnce of God and the pmrmses, _

Eph1:4-5 .

4 Accordmg as he hath chosen us

in him before the foundatlon of the
world, that we should be holy and
without blame before him in love:

5 Having predestinated us unto the _
- adoption of children®2%® by Jesus

Christ to himself, according to the

: good pleasure of his will,

5207

.



