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% The Ramayan ends, cpically complete, with the
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+ “Both the great Hindu epics.imwond in disapp-
ointment and sorrow. In the Mahabharata the five
victorfous brothers abandon the hard-won throne to
die one by one in a forlorn pilgrimage to the Himalayas;
and in the same way Rama only regains his wife, after
all bis toils tolose her, It is the same i the later
Homeric cycle—the heroes of the lliad perish by iil-
fated deaths....... .But in Indiz and Greece alike this
isan after-thought of self-conscious time, whick has
been subsequently added to casta gloom on the strong
cheerfulness of the heroie age.”

Academy, Vol. 111, No. 43.
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» “Ne'er should we jest with creatuses rude,
Of Savage, race and wrathful mood. .
Think Lakshman, think how nearly slaig
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My dear Videhan breathes again,

Let not the hideous wretch escape
Without a mark to mar her shape.
Strike, lord of men, the monstrous fiend
Deformed, and foul, and cvil-miened.”
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# uldow soft the leaves of every free,

How tame each bird and beast we see !
Soon the fair home shall we behold

Of that great hermit tranquil-souled.
The deed the good Agastya wrought
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High fame throughout the world has brought:
1sce, I sec his ealm retreat

That baims the pain of weary fest,

Where white clouds rise from flames beneath,
Whese bark-coats Jie with many 1 wreath,
Where sylvan things, made gentle, throng,
And every bird is Joud in song.”
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* 1 See, see this smooth and tovely glade
Which flowering trees encircling shade:
Do thou, beloved Lakshaman rear
A pleasant cot Lo Jodge us here.
1 sce beyond that feathery brake
The gleaming of a lilied lake,
Where flowers in sun-like glory throw
Fresh odours from the wave below.
Agastya's words now find we true,
He told the charms which here we view,

The spot is pure and pleasant: here

Are multitudes of bird and deer |

0O ! Lakshman, with our father’s friend
What happy bours we here shall spend 1”
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» ¢ See pupil dear, this lovely sight,
The smooth-floored shallow, pure and bright

With not a speck or shade to mar
Ang cltar as good men’s bosoms are.”
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& " On Saraju's bank, of ample size,
The happy realm of Kosal lies,
With fertile length of fair champaigne
And flocks and herds and wealth of grain.
There, famous in her old renows,
Ayodhya stands the royal town: .
In bygone ages built and planned
By samted Manu's pnncely hand
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King Dasarath, lofty souled
That City guarded and controlled,

As royal India, throned on high

Rules his fair City in the sky,

She seems a painted City, fair,

With chess.bozrd line and even square,”
{BK. 1. Canto V.1)
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£n Mayst thou, thus armed with’ shaft and bow
So dire a longing never know,
As, when no hatred prompts the fray
These giants of the wood to slay:
For he who kills without offence
Shall win but little glory thence.
The bow the warrior joys to bend
Ts lent him for a nobler end,

The noblest gain from virtue springs
And virtue joy nnending brings.

All earthly blessing virtue sends;

On virtue all the world depends,”
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» The people against whom Rama waged war are
as the poem indicates in many places, different in origin,
civilisation and worship, from the Sanskrit Indians, but
the poet of the Ramayan, in this respect like Homer who
assigns to Troy customs, ereed and worship similar to
those of Greece places in Ceylon......names, habits and
worship similar to those of Sanskrit Tndia,”
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* * Aslong as in these firm set land
The stream shall flow, he mountains stand,
So long throughout the world, be sure,
The great Ramayan shall endure
While Ramayan's ancient strain
Shall glorious in the carth Tamain,
To higher spheres shalt thou arise
And dwell with me above the skies.”
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