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Sunday Worship Schedule  
8:00AM—Chapel Worship—CH 

9:00AM—Sunday School Classes 

10:00AM—Traditional Worship—ST 

11:00AM—Contemporary Worship—FH 

Monthly Newsletter      December 2023; Volume 9, Issue 12 

Making Disciples for the Transformation of the World by Loving God, Growing Together, Reaching Out 

WEDNESDAY  
SCHEDULE 

3:30-4:30 Snack/Homework Club 
4:30-5:00-Music 

5:00-5:30-Kids Club 

In this Month issue you will 

find: 

Jerry’s Message…..2 

AUMW…..4 

Mission & Ministry…..5 

KIDMIN…..6 

Youth…..8 

Calendar…..11 

And so much more! 

Asbury United Methodist Church 
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December 

Birthdays  

Ann McInturff 12/1 

Don Stansfield III 12/1 

Emma Lamons 12/02 

Amanda Richery 12/2 

Jewel Bell 12/4 

Angie Wells 12/5 

Carolina Jones 12/5 

Rebekah Taylor 12/5 

Carolyn Gregg  12/6 

David Andrew 12/7 

Dave Wright 12/7 

Robert Ottinger 12/8 

James Gregg 12/8 

Joy McGuffin 12/11 

Sheri Whitfield 12/11 

John Fisher 12/11 

John Kilday 12/11 

Doug DeBusk 12/11 

Kenny Kershaw 12/18 

Grayson Hite 12/18 

Marjorie Bullen 12/19 

Cindy Tvardy 12/19 

Lu Henry 12/20 

Shiela Moore 12/21 

Dawn Wright 12/22 

Calix Jones 12/22 

Shane Hite 12/24 

Mary Louise Fisher 12/24 

Savannah Turner 12/26 

David Jones 12/27 

Brooke Baker 12/28 

Gracyn Uhls 12/28 

Angel Carter 12/29 

Vicky Cole 12/29 

Steve Crouch 12/30 

Frank Holzschuh 12/31 

Luke 12:35-40  “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are waiting for 
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon 
as he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; 
truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve 
them. 38 If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are 
those slaves.  
39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 
would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is com-
ing at an unexpected hour.” 

The season of advent is upon us.  There doesn’t seem to be an official start date for when the church 
begins celebrating Advent.  It seems it was a widely accepted practice in the church by the late 4th 
century.  The purpose was twofold: Celebrate the incarnation of God and prepare for the second 
coming of Christ.  How long have you been celebrating Advent?  Not how long have you been look-
ing forward to Santa coming or presents under the tree, but how long have you been waiting for 
Christ? 
 
It was a while, maybe even in seminary, before I grappled with the second coming part of the advent 
season.  To be really honest, I probably continued to struggle with this idea for several more 
years.  When my children were young (when I was young) it was hard to think about the second 
coming and what that means.  The scriptures for the lectionary in Advent talk about waiting and 
being ready.  But then we transform to the expectation of Jesus, and it is a lot easier to imagine 
what it meant for Joseph and Mary to be a part of the story than to think about what it means to 
wait for someone to come and be ready when they get here.   
 
I remember as a young boy when my grandparents would come to visit.  We knew the day they 
would arrive, but you never knew the time.  I loved my grandparents, and their visits were always 
accompanied by much fanfare.  We didn’t live close, 6-8 hours away most of my life.  So when they 
came to visit, it was a big deal.  There were wonderful meals, preparations made in the house for 
them to stay, and the waiting.  Today, when I go visit my children who live far away, I can share with 
them my progress and ETA from the map app that I use.  Back when I was waiting on my Grandpar-
ents, it was a long day of waiting.   
 
But it doesn’t compare to waiting for almost 2,000 years for Christ's return.  And yet, over and over 
again, Jesus makes it very clear the coming will be unexpected and unannounced.  We are to be pre-
pared and actively wait. Have your lamps lit, be dressed, keep an eye out for the masters com-
ing.  Don’t be distracted; be prepared.  Let this season of Advent be a time of preparation.  Let us be 
mindful of Christ’s coming again.   
 

Blessings,  

Jerry 
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December  

Anniversaries 

Church Maintenance Updates-Keith Cornwell 

From the Church Office Administrator; Susan Bowers 

Hello Asbury Family,  

 

Advent is here! We have a wonderful schedule for the season. I hope you have found the 

Advent Cards about the church. The Prayer books are also placed about for your convivence 

and can also be found on our website.  

 

Now is the time to fulfill you tithes to the church as the end of the year is here. If you would 

like to know your year to date giving please contact me and I can get you that information 

easily. The last day for 2023 giving is Jan 5th.  

 

I hope each and everyone of you have a wonderful and blessed Holiday Season.  

 

Peace & Blessings 

Susan  

George & Cindy Tvardy 12/14 

David & Sally Andrew 12/19 

David & Susan Jones 12/21 

Buddy & Becky Yonz 12/27 

 

 

 

I wanted to take a moment and wish everyone a Merry Christmas and hope that you have a 

wonderful Holiday! 
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Congregational  

Care 

If you would like to mail to our 

homebound please contact 

the church office for contact 

information.  

Asbury United Methodist Women, President Sally Andrew 

Living at Home 

Libby Bible 

Don & Joyce Hyde 

Felty & Jean Masengill 

Betty Mathes 

 

Living at Morning Pointe 

 Marjorie Davenport 

Winifred Kuper 

Barbara Serral 

Mary Van Dreal 

 

Living at Brookdale 

Mel Mauck 

 

Living at Signature 

Bethea Luttrell 

 

 

Merry Christmas Greetings,  

 

Ladies, its hard to believe that the holidays are fast approaching and so is the end of another 

year. I feel that this past year we have accomplished some great things through our missions. 

Our mission for this month is to bring items for Christmas Stockings that will be distributed to 

our homebound and nursing home residents. The items are listed in the newsletter and bulle-

tin. If anyone would be willing to help with the delivery of the stockings please contact Susan. 

Our Christmas luncheon is Monday, Dec. 4th at 11:30AM We have approximately 25 reserva-

tions that have been made. We will have entertainment  and door prizes.  It is guaranteed to 

be a good time.  

 

This will be my last newsletter entry as your president (chairman). Sandy Noonan will be taking 

over for the next year. Sandy will do an amazing job. Thanks to all of you that have supported 

me the last few years. I greatly appreciate each of you.  

 

Love, Sally 

Monthly Meeting 

December 4th 

11:30AM  

Fellowship Hall 
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This year our Missions Team has decided to partner with our Children and Youth to provide Christmas stockings for 
Morning Pointe, Meals on Wheels, and Asbury members who are unable to regularly attend church functions. We are 
very excited for this opportunity to pour back into our community and celebrate the Christmas season with others! 
We are asking for your help to make this possible. There will be about 75 individuals that will be blessed with a stock-
ing this year. We already have the stockings; we are just in need of things to fill them with. You will find a list of items 
that we plan to include in the stockings. We will also be taking monetary donations to purchase items as well. And if 
there is something you think would be great to include, but don’t see it on the list, feel free to contact the office, Nata-
sha, Jerry, or anyone on the Missions Team. Thank you for your prayers and continued support of reaching beyond our 
walls.  

Missions & Ministries 

Our Family Ministry worked to put together our contribution to the  Annual Community Thanksgiving Meal . Thank you to Tee Earl 

who stepped up and made that happen. Thank you for all the donations and to the volunteers that helped get the food prepared 

and delivered.  
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The kids have worked real hard on their projects for Thanksgiving, making an altar cloth with all the 

things they were grateful for. They have been practicing for their music presentation and excited about 

the show. We only have 2 more Wednesdays this year. It has been a great experience working with the 

kids.   

 

In order for us to continue our Children’s Program next semester we will need volunteers to come in 

starting at 3:00PM to help with snack & homework time. We will also need volunteers at 5P to do lesson 

time. We hope that with volunteers we can continue to provide Wednesday Activates to our children.  

We will be stuffing the stockings on the 13th during the kids Christmas party. Anyone is welcome to come help. We 
will delivery the stockings on the 20th during caroling. We could use someone to help with the delivery of some of the 
stockings. If you would like to participate please contact Susan at the office.  
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Holiday Schedule 
 

Dec. 1st Children Singing 6P at the AJ Homestead  

Dec. 6th  Children’s Christmas Presentation 5:30P and Meal at 6P 

Dec. 13th  Childrens Christmas Party & Stocking Stuffing  (This is the last day of Wednesday Activities.) 

Dec. 20th  Caroling & Stocking Delivery 5P 
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Natasha DeBord 
Director of Student Ministries 

Where did November go?! I’m not sure about you, but it felt as if November sped by without even saying hello. There was plenty of 
fun though! We held our annual Turkey Throwdown and it was a great time! The youth and adults competed against each other to 
win the title “Turkey Throwdown Champions”. And the youth won again this year! But it was a close one. The adults stayed in the 
lead until the very end when the youth managed to sneak in a win during Jeopardy. The youth received little trophies and the 
adults received green participation ribbons. Everyone got the chance to take home a pair of Thanksgiving-themed socks. I can’t 
wait to plan next year’s event!  
 
We also met again for Confirmation class. November marked the middle of our Confirmation journey. There are four classes left 
until Confirmation Sunday! (We will not have class in December but will resume in January.) Confirmation Sunday will be held on 
May 19th. I encourage everyone to come support our youth making the commitment to Asbury and to taking ownership over their 
faith. It’s an exciting time for them!  
 
Looking forward to December, we will be having our youth Christmas party on December 10th. There is also lots of other things 
happening in the life of the church and pray our youth and families will attend some of these offerings throughout the holiday sea-
son.  
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Church council: 
Chairperson Bill Brown 
Secretary Susan Bowers 
Pastor Rev. Jerry Jones 
Director of  
     Family Ministries  
Director of  
     Student Ministries Natasha DeBord 
Director of  
     Traditional Music Cindy Sams 
Director of   
     Cont. Worship Abby Whitaker 
Lay Leader John Reviere 
Lay Leader  
Lay Member to AC Marcia Parsons 
Lay Member to  
     AC-Alternate Abigail Brown  
Children's Council  
     Rep. Lynette Hill 
Senior Adult Rep. Dinah Seip 
UMW Rep. Sally Andrew 
ACEC Chairperson Abby Lawson 
Mission Team   
     Chairperson Rob Brown 
Trustees  
     Chairperson Tom Cole / Tom Smith 
Staff-Parish  
     Chairperson  
Finance   
     Chairperson Rodney Bell 
  
Finance Committee:  
Chairperson Rodney Bell 
Treasure  Ivy Leonard/Bobby Wells 
Financial Secretary Susan Bowers 
Trustees  
     Chairperson Tom Cole/ Tom Smith 
Staff-Parish  
    Chairperson  
Stewardship Chair Bob Leonard 
Lay Leader TBD 
Leadership Team  
     Chairperson Bill Brown 
Lay Member to AC Marcia Parsons 
At-Large  
Year 3 Vicky Cole 
Year 3 Lennie Lawson 
Year 2 Buddy Yonz 
Year 2 Chuck Whitfield 
Year 1 Shane Hite 
Year 1 Mary Louise Fisher 

Leadership Development/Nominating: 
Year 3 Judy Reviere 
Year 3 John Cash 
Year 3 Art Masker 
Year 2 Kay Freer 
Year 2 Tee Earl 
Year 2 Marcia Parsons 
Year 1 Phyllis Bible 
Year 1 Rebecca Uhls 
Year 1 Sally Andrew 
Chairperson Rev. Jerry Jones 
 
Staff-Parish Relations Committee:  
Year 3 Marjorie Bullen 
Year 3 Rebecca Taylor 
Year 3 Jim Seip  
Year 2 Doris Allen 
Year 2 Art Masker 
Year 2 Don Stansfield-Board Chair 
Year 1 Debbie Hendrix 
Year 1 Lynn Reviere 
Year 1 Holly McGaw 
Ex-Officio Rev. Jerry Jones 
 
Trustees:  
Year 3 John Loven 
Year 3 Tom Cole-Chair 
Year 3 Tom Smith-Chair 
Year 2 Frank Holzschuh 
Year 2 John Cash 
Year 2 Rachel Hensley 
Year 1 Leslie Allen 
Year 1 Stephanie Hite 
Year 1 Mike Barnes 
Ex-Officio Rev. Jerry Jones 
Ex-Officio Keith Cornwell 
 
ACEC Board of Directors:  
Year 3 Jessica McAfee 
Year 3 Dusty Click 
Year 3 Abby Lawson –Board Chair 
Year 2 Diane Gibson 
Year 2 Brenda Ottinger 
Year 2 Janie Laws 
Year 2 Holly McGaw 
Year 1 Mary Louise Fisher 
Year 1 Don Fox 
Year 1 Terri Lawson 
At Large Lynette Hill 
Ex-Officio Rev. Jerry Jones 
 

Evangelism Committee: 
David Andrew 
Jeff Taylor 
Susan Holzschuh 
Mike Barnes 
Dale Landers 
Lisa Crum 
Lee Duckworth 
Lori Duckworth 
 
Missions Committee: 
Kay Freer 
John Cash 
Pat Bradford 
Lynette Hill 
 
Family Ministries: 
Adult Ministries  
     Coordinator: Susan Holzschuh 
Benevolence Team  
      Chairperson: Vicky Cole 
Boy Scouts Representative: Art Masker 
Children in Poverty Chairperson: Tee Earl 
Evangelism Chairperson: John Reviere 
Fellowship Coordinator: Judy Kennon 
Historian: Carolyn Gregg 
Holston Home Ambassador: Kent Bewley 
Nurture Ministries   
     Chairperson: Marge Saulsbury 
Older Adult Ministries: Dinah Seip 
Mission Ministries: Rob Brown 
Outreach Ministries: John Cash 
Sunday School  
     Superintendent: Jerry Moore 
Wood Cutting Ministry: David Andrew 

2023 Leadership 
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December                       2024 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

   8A-Van Dreal study 

group 

10A-Benevolence 

6P Boy Scout SLRT 

Meeting 

Downtown Christmas 

6P-Children Singing 

AJ Homestead 

ACEC Training 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

8A-Chapel Service 

9A-Sunday School 

10A- Traditional –ST 

11A-Cont. Service-FH  

3P-Angel Tree Party 

4P-Our Father’s Place 

11:30A-UMW Lunch 

5:30P-YOGA 

7P-Troop 94 

 

 10A-Benevolence 

5:30P Chiildren’s 

Christmas Presentation 

6P Fellowship Meal 

 

   

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

8A-Chapel Service 

9A-Sunday School 

10A- Traditional –ST 

11A-Cont. Service-FH  

4P-Our Father’s Place 

Youth Christmas  

5:30P-YOGA 

7P-Troop 94 

 

 

5:30P-Trustee 

Meeting 

8A-Van Dreal study 

group 

10A-Benevolence 

Chidlrens’ Party 

Stocking Sruffing 

 ACEC Christmas 

Program 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

9A-Sunday School 

1030A-Musical Service

–ST 

4P-Our Father’s Place 
 

 

5:30P-YOGA 

7P-Troop 94 

 10A-Benevolence 

5P-Caroling & Stocking 

Delivery 

 

6P-Blue Christmas-CH   

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

9A-Sunday School 

1030A- Traditional –ST 

4P-Our Father’s Place 

5P-Chrstmas Eve-ST 

11P Christmas Eve-FH 

5:30P-YOGA 

7P-Troop 94 

 8A-Van Dreal study 

group 

10A-Benevolence 

   

31       

9A-Sunday School 

10:30A New Service-

FH 

   

Abbreviation Key 

Boots Bewley-BB  

Chapel-CH 

Choir Room-CR 

Disciple Classroom-DC 

D&H Brown Classroom-DH 

Fellowship Hall-FH  

John Wesley Class–JWC 

LaRue Classroom-LR  

Library-LB 

Parlor-PL  

Prayer Shawl Room-PSR 

Sanctuary-ST 

Sisters By Grace-SG  

Youth Room-YR  
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Asbury United Methodist Church 

201 S. Main Street, Greeneville, TN 37743  Phone: 423.798.1050  

www.asburylife.org 

@aumcgreeneville 

@Asburylife 
Keep up with the latest Asbury News! 

Sign Up for Mail Chimp Emails at:   

http://eepurl.com/bv2B1z 

or scan the QR Code. 

Sunday Group 
Opportunities 

 

9A— Nursery, Preschool & K-5th 
 Children’s Dept. 

 (under Sanctuary) 
 

1st Floor Education Building 
9A—D&H Brown  

(mixed gender, 50-70s) 
9A—Sisters by Grace   
(females, mixed age) 

 
2nd Floor Education Building 

9A—Choir  
(mixed gender, mixed age) 

Asbury UMC Staff 
Pastor    Office Administrator   Director of Student Ministries  
Rev. Jerry Jones   Susan Bowers    Natasha DeBord 
Cell: 423-278-5021  423-278-5106    423-278-5105 
Jones@asburylife.org  Bowers@asburylife.org   DeBord@Asburylife.org 
 
 

Building Maintenance  Director of Traditional Music Contemporary Worship Leader 
Keith Cornwell   Cindy Sams    Abby Whitaker  
423-278-5153   423-278-5109    Whitaker@Asburylife.org 
ornwell@asburylife.org  Sams@asburylife.org 
 
 

Organist   Asbury Child Enrichment Center Director 
Carolyn Gregg   Chassidy Inscore 
    423.798.1060 
    Inscore@asburylife.org 


