
God has a plan: for you, for me, for everyone by Gerald Jones Lesson 6 
(For those watching on video see the link for a PDF with the notes)  
 

• Review 
 
Psalm 132-  
 
Does God want a temple? 
1 Chronicles 17:4-5 Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: You shall not build me a 
house to live in. 5 For I have not lived in a house since the day I brought out Israel to this very day, 
but I have lived in a tent and a tabernacle. 6 
 
Why build a temple? 
1 Samuel 4:10-11   So the Philistines fought; Israel was defeated, and they fled, everyone to his 
home. There was a very great slaughter, for there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot soldiers. 11 The 
ark of God was captured; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.  
 
1 Samuel 5:1-4  When the Philistines captured the ark of God, they brought it from Ebenezer to 
Ashdod; 2 then the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it into the house of Dagon and 
placed it beside Dagon. 3 When the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, there was Dagon, 
fallen on his face to the ground before the ark of the LORD. So they took Dagon and put him back 
in his place. 4 But when they rose early on the next morning, Dagon had fallen on his face to the 
ground before the ark of the LORD, and the head of Dagon and both his hands were lying cut off 
upon the threshold; only the trunk of Dagon was left to him. 
 
Solomon’s Temple (1 class) 

• The Request 
o What can I do for you? 
o Wisdom 

▪ 1 Kings 3:9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your 
people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your 
great people?”  

 
 

• The Instructions 
o 1 Chron 28:3-7  But God said to me, ‘You shall not build a house for my name, for you 

are a warrior and have shed blood.’ 4 Yet the LORD God of Israel chose me from all my 
ancestral house to be king over Israel forever; for he chose Judah as leader, and in the 
house of Judah my father’s house, and among my father’s sons he took delight in 
making me king over all Israel. 5 And of all my sons, for the LORD has given me many, 
he has chosen my son Solomon to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the LORD 
over Israel. 6 He said to me, ‘It is your son Solomon who shall build my house and my 
courts, for I have chosen him to be a son to me, and I will be a father to him. 7 I will 

establish his kingdom forever if he continues resolute in keeping my commandments 
and my ordinances, as he is today.’  

o What to do 
o How to do 
o Whom should do 

• God’s Glory fills the Temple 
o 2 Chron 5:13-14 It was the duty of the trumpeters and singers to make themselves 

heard in unison in praise and thanksgiving to the LORD, and when the song was 
raised, with trumpets and cymbals and other musical instruments, in praise to the 
LORD,  

    “For he is good,  
    for his steadfast love endures forever,”  
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the house, the house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud, 14 so that the priests could not stand to 
minister because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the house of God.  
 
 

• God wants to dwell with God’s people 
• God wants to bless all nations 
• The Promise  

o 1 Kings 9:1-5 When Solomon had finished building the house of the LORD and the 
king’s house and all that Solomon desired to build, 2 the LORD appeared to Solomon 
a second time, as he had appeared to him at Gibeon. 3 The LORD said to him, “I have 
heard your prayer and your plea, which you made before me; I have consecrated this 
house that you have built, and put my name there forever; my eyes and my heart will 
be there for all time. 4 As for you, if you will walk before me, as David your father 
walked, with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that I have 
commanded you, and keeping my statutes and my ordinances, 5 then I will establish 
your royal throne over Israel forever, as I promised your father David, saying, ‘There 
shall not fail you a successor on the throne of Israel.’  

 
What did Jesus say about the temple? 
Matthew 21:12-13  Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying in 
the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold 
doves. 13 He said to them, “It is written,  
    ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’;  
    but you are making it a den of robbers.”  
 
Acts 7:44-49 “Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the wilderness, as God directed when he 
spoke to Moses, ordering him to make it according to the pattern he had seen. 45 Our ancestors in 
turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our 
ancestors. And it was there until the time of David, 46 who found favor with God and asked that he 
might find a dwelling place for the house of Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon who built a house for 
him. 48 Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made with human hands; as the prophet says,  
    49      ‘Heaven is my throne,  
    and the earth is my footstool.  
    What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord,  
    or what is the place of my rest?  
 
What do you think about the temple as a place of worship? 
Where does God want us to worship? 
Why is there not a temple in the New Jerusalem? 
What does worship look like for you? 
 
Next class March 22&23, 2023  

Reading Nehemiah, Ezra, Daniel 


