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Argument Analysis – VCAA Sample English Exam 2020 

ASHA Lectures 

Biodiversity, defined as ‘the variety of living things’ on earth, and ‘the  interactions between 

them’, has long been an international concern among 

scientists and political leaders. Protection of biodiversity has been linked to  

humanitarian goals- namely ‘poverty alleviation’ for the ‘benefit of all life on  

earth’- as established in the International Biodiversity Conference of 2000.  

This commitment is one that Professor Chris Lee challenges the audience at  

the 2010 conference to uphold, in an impassioned keynote speech; he  

contends that urgent action is needed to achieve these goals.  

 

Lee’s opening slide establishes the tone and intention of his argument- the  

digits in a stylised ‘2010’ are connected with images of natural life, and the  

silhouette of two human figures in the centre. The human figures are linked,  

hand in hand: most likely a child looking expectantly at a parent. Symbolically,  

the notion of hope and preservation for the future are thus made apparent in  

the composition- the central positioning of the figures also hints at the  

humanitarian focus of Lee’s contention. All elements of the image are  

connected by lines in some form, a literal picture of unity between humans  

and nature; the audience is thus made aware of the natural world as an equal  

partner in preserving biodiversity.  

 

By opening his speech through a direct appeal to the audience’s fears- of loss  

and failure to achieve their goals- Lee guides them to the conclusion that far  

more effort is needed to prevent this tragedy. The interconnected nature of this  
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image is echoed by his opening of ‘fellow delegates’, an immediate inclusion  

of a diverse, international audience in the united goal of preserving biodiversity. Lee even calls 

upon them to ‘reflect’ upon it, while evoking a visceral emotional response with his description of 

‘scorched earth’ and ‘hard, cracked ground’ in its absence. This jarring contrast from the image 

of natural harmony initially presented evokes the audience’s fear; a fear enhanced by stating that 

humanity is ‘moving increasingly’ to an ‘uninhabitable earth’.  Subsequently, therefore, the desire 

to protect an idealised natural environment is heightened. Lee’s string of rhetorical questions, 

ending in asking ‘what meaningful projects’ have taken place for this end, build on this concern 

with the implication that human efforts have been found lacking.  

 

Capitalising on this sense of guilt, Lee cites the consequences of biodiversity loss- reflected as 

having ‘lost 35% of mangroves...50% of wetlands’ and species  ‘at a rate...100 times the natural 

rate’, among other extreme consequences 'in the past 100 years'. The immediacy of these events is 

connected to the loss of rare species, many 'already extinct', ranging from the tiger to the 'human 

like orangutan'. Not only does this condense the effects of biodiversity loss in a few potent 

symbols, the specific mention of ‘human like’ draws attention to the humanitarian purpose of his 

speech- a reminder that humans society is equally vulnerable to what is ostensibly a purely 

scientific concern. By noting that this crisis has not been of such a scale ‘since the dinosaurs 

disappeared’, Lee emphasises the historical scope and moral weight of biodiversity protection; 

evoking fear once again with his mention of a ‘species extinction’. By alarming the audience with 

visceral descriptions of their potential fate, Lee seeks to galvanise them to prevent it, and arouse 

their concern for humanity as a species.  

 

This progresses naturally into a more aggressive tone - Lee attacks the inaction of the audience as 

a collective, scorning ‘wonderful words’ and ‘glossy brochures’ in support of biodiversity. He 

reminds the audience that they are in the ‘comfort of an air conditioned... conference hall’, 

removed from the physical aftereffects of environmental damage. His already 

impassioned delivery is magnified by his confrontational questioning- asking 'what have 

WE ACTUALLY done'; the capitalisation reflects an anger at human hypocrisy that he implores 
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the audience to share, via his further use of inclusive language. He appeals directly to a subsection 

of his audience - the ‘some who have already suffered’ from biodiversity loss; in doing so, he 

presents his argument as one based on empathy, connected to the suffering of people beyond the 

first world. ‘The poor’, he notes, ‘are particularly vulnerable’ in this front; by directly addressing 

their issues, Lee recognises the multilateral response necessary to combat environmental issue.  

 

 

Lee concludes with a resounding call to action, reminding his audience that ‘we are the leaders’ in 

biodiversity- particularly poignant, considering that the conference’s attendees are experts in the 

field. Thus, he challenges all audience members to fulfil their role- to ‘reinforce [his] message to 

those in power’, but to the ‘everyday householder’ as well. All audience members are made 

cognisant of their different yet equally important roles in Lee’s campaign, and thus are made 

more receptive to joining his cause. The closing slide summarises his contention effectively; the 

globe, a symbol of life, cupped in human hands. Simultaneously emphasising the collective effort 

needed, and the central role of humanity, it reinforces Lee’s message of unity and motivates the 

audience to partake actively in the protection of life.  

 

Lee’s argument- at once a condemnation of human inaction and a message of hope- emphasise 

the humanitarian core of protecting biodiversity. By uniting the audience, he makes them aware 

of their role in both an ecological and social sense; demonstrating the continued urgency of the 

issue today.  
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