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A Letter from the Principal
We are roughly three weeks into the school year and off to a great start! In the first issue of T
 he Pulse, I listed three
areas I hope to focus on over the next few years, namely identity, connectedness, and excellence. I will discuss each of
these areas in future issues of our newsletter; in this month’s installment, I address identity.
Simply put, identity is a collection of qualities that sets something or someone apart. Not everything is distinguished
equally. If I am shopping at a strip mall, I could be in any city across the country. There is nothing really distinctive about
chain stores that helps identify where I am. However, if I am eating beignets, while listening to street jazz, you know
exactly where I am. As a parent and the principal of our school, I am proud to say that Sacred Heart has a strong
identity. We are known for our family-like atmosphere, diverse student body, competitive athletics, and of course,
uniforms.
Fueling these and other great qualities is our Catholic identity. Our school is the largest
ministry of Sacred Heart Catholic Church, and we are proud of that fact. We share our faith
with nearly 300 students every day. In our area, where the Catholic population is only around
five percent of the overall population, one might think that emphasizing our distinctiveness
would be a turnoff. To the contrary, I believe that it is our Catholic heritage which has made us
so successful, and I only hope to strengthen what has distinguished us since our founding in
1953. There are several ways I hope to strengthen our identity. Here are a few. First, I want to
increase Catholic devotions. For example, inspired by Bishop Baker’s declaration of a
Marian Year, each class now prays the Angelus daily. Second, I want students to take part in
more activities that put their faith in action. In January, some of our high school students will
travel to Washington, D.C. to attend the March for Life (see Important Dates below). Third, I want our students to
understand that the Eucharist is the “source and summit” of the Christian life. The Mass uniform is now more formal,
which I hope helps convey the sacredness of the liturgy. Finally, I want to strengthen our p
 arish and school
relationship. Recently, we created a new athletic logo, which was inspired by a stained glass located in our church
(pictured above). This was a subtle acknowledgement of the numerous priests, sisters, and parishioners who over the
years dedicated their time, talent, and resources to the growth of our wonderful school.

