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A Letter from the Principal
As we enter the Advent season, we are asked by the Church to turn our attention toward our Savior’s Incarnation and prepare
ourselves for His coming. As part of that preparation, we are asked to help those in need. I want to bring to your attention a
very special way in which you can help children in our area receive a private school education. In 2013, the state of Alabama
passed the Alabama Accountability Act, which permits scholarship granting organizations (SGOs) to give tuition to qualified
nonpublic schools for low income families. You have the ability to donate to any state-approved SGO and receive a 50% tax
CREDIT (not a deduction but a credit) of your total state tax liability. In other words, you can reduce your total state tax bill by
50%, and in the process, help provide a quality education to children in our state. There are several SGOs from which to
choose, but the organization that funds most of our school’s students is Scholarships for Kids (w
 ww.scholarshipsforkids.org).
Sixty of our roughly 275 students are the beneficiaries of this scholarship organization and others like it. Many of these
students would attend a failing school without this program, and honestly without it, many of our Catholic schools would see a
significant decrease in enrollment. Though you can’t designate your contribution to Sacred Heart specifically, a large portion of
that funding goes to Catholic schools, including ours. For instance, last year, roughly 40% of Scholarships for Kids money went
to support the schools in the Diocese of Birmingham. I encourage you to consider making a contribution to one of these SGOs
before December 31st. There is a step-by-step guide on the Scholarships for Kids website to walk you through the process. My
family contributed last year, and we plan on doing so again. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact myself or Angie
Cheatwood at the Church Office.
In Christ,
Jeremiah Russell, Ph.D.
Principal

