The Pulse

Volume 1 Issue 8

March

2018

A Letter from the Principal
As stated several times throughout the course of this academic year, one of my main objectives is to strengthen
our academics. This year, I have focused especially on high school curriculum. I am proud to introduce several
changes to our school effective this fall. First, we have revamped our high school diploma to better prepare our
graduates. Students will now be required to take an ACT prep course during their sophomore year and to take
the ACT at least once by the completion of that year. The new course sequence in core subjects, such as math,
will help students improve their ACT score and be better equipped for college. Second, we are moving from a
seven (7) period schedule in both the middle and high school to an eight (8) period schedule. Don’t worry, the
school day won’t be longer. With a few adjustments, we will have eight 45-minute periods. The additional period
will allow students to take more electives and be more well-rounded academically. It will also give students time
to focus on areas in which they need academic help or even get ahead by taking dual enrollment or AP classes.
Third, we are now going to offer both dual enrollment and AP classes. Through an online program called
Acellus, we will offer certified Advanced Placement courses, such as AP Physics or AP Calculus. Students will
also be able to take JSU dual enrollment courses. Finally, through Acellus, we will be able to offer a very
extensive list of electives that rivals some of the largest high schools in the state. Elective options will include,
but are not limited to, French, German, Accounting, Investigating Careers, and Medical Terminology. I am
excited about the future academic opportunities at Sacred Heart, and with the continued support of our parents,
faculty, and staff, we will continue moving in the right direction.
In Christ,
Jeremiah Russell, Ph.D.

