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Trinity Echo, December 2025 

From the Desk of the Pastor  

 
“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  -Isaiah 9:6 

 
I’m excited to begin the new Church Year and the Advent Season for the first time at 
Trinity! Advent is the season in which we intentionally make a spiritual journey to the 
manger of Bethlehem. Let’s take time to consider where God is leading us this year as 
individuals and as a congregation. The readings and the Biblical guides—Isaiah, John 
the Baptist, Mary, and Joseph—will direct us to the Christ-child as we worship each 
Sunday. The Wednesday evening and Sunday morning studies and the Sunday musical 
offerings will help us, also, to experience anew a feeling of closeness to our Lord. I 
encourage you to make time to prepare spiritually to remember the birth of our Lord, 
and you will find the Christmas season all the more meaningful. 
 
The themes for the four Sundays of Advent are represented by the beautiful candles of 
the Advent Wreath, the hymns, and Scripture and signify the hope, peace, joy, and love 
of our Savior. The Sunday School classes and Wednesday night study are open to eve-
ryone as we explore the powerful messages from Scripture. We also have The Upper 
Room devotion booklets available in digital or printed formats. The church calendar for 
December is filled with festive programs and worship experiences, and our outreach 
ministries and charitable donations make the season all the more meaningful.  
 
I’d like to express my sincere gratitude for your generosity given  
towards the church and the community this season and all year! In response to every 
request to support our church and community, you have contributed above our expec-
tations to provide gifts for the continuation of our ministries to a world that is longing 
for the Prince of Peace. The Lord is blessing us as a congregation to become the church 
we are meant to be, and that endeavor involves your heartfelt gifts of prayers, pres-
ence, gifts, service, and witness. Thank you for being faithful!   
 
We hope you will join us during this beautiful season! I look forward to seeing you each 
Sunday. 
 
Blessings,  
Barbara 
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Lectionary 
November 30 - Advent I -Matthew 24:36-44 - Hope 

December 7  -  Advent II  -  Matthew 3:1-12 (John the Baptist) - Peace   
December 14  -  Advent III  -  Luke 1:39-55 (Mary’s Magnificat) - Joy 

December 21  -  Advent IV - Matthew 1:18-25 (Joseph) - Love 
December 24  -  Christmas Eve - Luke 2:1-20 

December 28 - Matthew 2:13-23  

                Welcome, New Members! 

We are delighted to welcome our newest members, who joined on 
November 16.  Left to Right: Libby Long (with granddaughter  
Aurora), Greg Lovelace (with Cindy Hatcher Lovelace), Catherine 
Marvin. The Lord continues to bless our church family!  
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From the Desk of the Pastor Upcoming Events 

Embrace Joy this Advent Season - Sundays & Wednesdays 

This year’s Society of St. Andrew Advent (SoSA) devotional,  
Embrace Joy, offers daily devotions that invite you to open your 

heart, place your burdens in God’s care, and discover joy that runs 
deeper than circumstance. Our writers this season, pastors and  

laypersons alike, share reflections that shine with joy, even in the 
midst of struggle. Used by hundreds of congregations across the 
U.S., this devotional is more than a spiritual resource. It’s also a 
way for your community to join SoSA’s mission of feeding the  

hungry, reducing food waste, and building caring communities that 
reflect the love of Christ. The cost per booklet is $2.50. Digital  

versions are available via www.sosa.org. The class will be offered 
during the Sunday School hour in the parlor and the Wednesday  

Bible Study hour, November 30 - December 21.  

TMW Meeting 

On Monday, December 1, at 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall our 
Trinity Methodist Women will join together to share and enjoy a 

Baby Shower for the mothers and their children at Susannah’s 
House, a residential program for expecting moms struggling with 
addiction. We will collect new, unwrapped items for newborns and 

toddlers. We have been asked to not bring diapers as they have a 
source already. All women are welcome and we hope you can join us 

for some good fellowship time together.  

http://www.sosa.org
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Upcoming Events 

December Lunch & Learn 

On Tuesday, December 9, at noon, Fellowship Hall Pastor Barbara 
will host a Lunch & Learn. We will share the beauty and meaning of 

art, music, and liturgical resources of the Advent Season. Bring 
your listening ears and your coloring crayons to this multi-sensory 
Advent experience! Please bring your own lunch, and beverages and 

cookies will be provided. Invite a friend!  

Meet & Greet  

Our monthly Meet and Greet luncheon will take place on Sunday,  
December 14, in the Fellowship Hall following worship. It will be 
Christmas themed and sliced ham, hot rolls, red velvet cake, and 

pecan pie will be provided. Please bring a holiday side dish or salad 
to share. Everyone is welcome to attend! 

Yoga for Seniors 

Trinity’s Yoga for Seniors class will continue on Thursdays at  
10:15 am in the Fellowship Hall. The Yoga for Seniors class will not 
meet on December 25. Classes will resume in the new year! There is 

no charge to participate, and everyone is welcome! If you have a 
medical condition, please consult your physician before taking the 

class. 
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Christmas Services 

Trinity’s much beloved “Lessons & Carols” service will take place 
on Sunday, December 22, during the 11:00 am worship service. 
Trinity will open its doors on Christmas Eve at 5:00 pm for the  

Candlelight Communion service. There will be a reception to follow 
in the Fellowship Hall. There will be a birthday cake for Jesus,  

holiday punch, and other light refreshments. We hope you and your 
loved ones will join us as we celebrate this wonderous occasion!  

Upcoming Events 

 Holiday Schedule 

The church office will be closed on Tuesday, December 24 through 
Friday, January 2, in observance of the Christmas holiday. We hope 

you enjoy this time with your loved ones!  

Choir Rehearsal 

The choir will not rehearse on Wednesday, December 24, or 
Wednesday, January 1, due to the Christmas and New Year’s  

holidays. Choir rehearsal will resume on Wednesday, January 7, at 
6:00 pm. “Welcome” to new choir members, Connie Gunsch and 

Amy McFall! We’d love for more singers to join us!  



 6 

Trinity Echo, December 2025 

December Birthdays 

Happy Birthday! 

Simone Griffith  December 4 

Joel Bonnan        December 6 

Ann Chumley  December 11 

 Ab Brookshire    December 22 

Wesley Dotson     December 28 

  Kim Williams    December 29 

Morning Prayer of Petition 
Generosity 

God of all good gifts, you surround me with blessings that I can’t count or  
repay. May your outpouring of blessing on me inspire me to be a blessing in the 

lives of others. May you turn my heart toward your needs in the world that I may: 
•  use my gifts and capabilities to impact other people, 

• grow in financial generosity towards your church and other  
worthy missions, 

• share my struggles and failures in a way that might help others 
•  be present with others and offer my time where it can make a  

difference. 
Help my life to be a mirror of your generosity towards me. Amen. 

The Methodist Book of Daily Prayer, Week 49, pg. 298 
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Treasurer’s Corner – December Update 

Gratitude and Giving: Closing the Year with Faith and Joy 
 
As we close out the year, we give thanks for your faithful generosity 
that has sustained our ministries throughout 2025. Your  
contributions have helped us serve our community and share God’s 
love in meaningful ways. 

Year-End Giving Reminder: All gifts received by December 31 are 
tax-deductible for 2025. If you plan to make a year-end  
contribution, please ensure it is postmarked or submitted online by 
that date. Every gift makes a difference! 

Thank you for being a vital part of our church family. Wishing you a 
blessed Christmas and a joyful New Year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done, Trinity!  

Messages of Gratitude 
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Messages of Gratitude 
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Trinity Methodist 
Women 

Trinity Methodist Women (TMW) 
On Monday, December 1st at 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall our Trinity 
Methodist Women will join together to share and enjoy a Baby Shower for the 
mothers and their children at Susannah’s House, a residential program for 
expecting moms struggling with addiction. We will collect new, unwrapped 
items for newborns and toddlers. We have been asked to not bring diapers as 
they have a source already. All women are welcome and we hope you can join 
us for some good fellowship time together.  
 
Trinity Methodist Luminaries 
Have you noticed those beautiful lanterns glowing along sidewalks and the 
stairs of Trinity UMC each Christmas Eve? They’re called luminaries, and 
they have a deeply meaningful history behind their warm, welcoming light. 
The most direct meaning ties back to the Nativity story. Luminaries mirror 
the bright star over Bethlehem that led the three wise men to baby Jesus. 
 
Their warm light glow welcomes the Holy Family and guides the Christ 
child's spirit on cold Christmas Eve nights, just as the Magi were led over 
2,000 years ago. 
 
Each year our Trinity Methodist Women place luminaries around Trinity.  For 
a $5 donation from you we will ensure a candle is lit and placed outside as a 
way of honoring and memorializing your loved ones. Your loved one’s name 
will be on a special insert to the Christmas Eve worship bulletin. Look for the 
order form in your Sunday Bulletin in the coming weeks. Just complete the 
form and place it in the offering plate. What a wonderful way of remembering 
and honoring those you hold most dear.  
 
This year the money raised will go to support the Knoxville branch of Bridge 
Refugee Services, a nonprofit that helps refugees and protected classes of  
immigrants resettle in East Tennessee.  Between 2022 and 2024, Bridge  
Refugee’s Knoxville and Chattanooga branches together served over 600  
individual clients.   
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TMW Hygiene Kits 
As many of you will remember our Trinitty Methodist Women designated 
$500 to purchase 10 Hygiene Kits, 5 male and 5 female, for distribution by 
our Lenoir City Schools Family Resource Center (FRC). Our Grannie’s Attic 

Sale funded our kits so we say Thank You to All who participated to make not 
only this purchase possible but many other donations. Our Hygiene Kits were 

dedicated on Sunday, November 9th.  

Trinity Methodist 
Women 
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November Wesley House Donations 

Vienna sausage -176 cans 

Tuna - 104 cans 

Peanut butter - 25 jars 

Soup - 62 cans  

Rice and beans - 7 lbs. 

Mac and cheese - 6 boxes 

Instant oatmeal– 2 boxes 

Misc. canned items - 124  

Thank you for your generosity, Trinity!   

Trinity Methodist 
Women 
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Lenoir City Schools Santa's Helper Gifts: 

Again this year Trinity is sponsoring a family of five for our annual San-
ta’s Helper outreach to our Lenoir City Schools children. This year we 
have Willy, 15, Dilan 11, Diego 7, Natalia 5, and rounding out our family 
is Samuel at 18 months. What a Joy! We receive a list of their three  
wishes along with their favorite color and the sizes for their shoes, 
socks, pants, shirts, hoodie, or coat and then Outreach/Missions goes 
shopping and boy do we have Fun too!   

We will dedicate our gits on Sunday, December 7th! Thank you, Trinity, 
for continuing to share the Spirit of the Season by making a difference 
in the lives of so many. We promise great delight as the children open 
their gifts on Christmas morning.   

Good Samaritan Thanksgiving:   

Our Good Samaritan Thanksgiving Basket offering was an incredible 
$2,100. There are no words to express our gratitude for your generosity! 

Mattress Ministry: 

Trinity delivered a twin mattress set along with pink floral sheets and a 
pink blanket because we were fortunate to learn that our little five year 
old girl, Natalia, loves pink. She is also the only girl in our Santa’s  
Helper family of five that Trinity will be shopping for this year. And with 
our 55th Mattress Ministry delivery we again say Thank You to Ab!! 

Our South Sudan Children's Offering: 

We shared with Rev. Fred and Libby Dearing that Trinity was sending 
$810 to the conference for our Children.  And Libby in her response said 
“Thank you so much! This will really help the Children. We so  
appreciate all you have done to help us raise these Children.” And what 
a pleasure it has been these past nine years!! 
 

Missions & Outreach 
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Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  

 1 
10:30 am TMW 
Baby Shower for 
Mary and Jesus in  
Fellowship Hall 

2 
11:00 am Prayer 

Group  

1:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
Piano Lessons in 
Chapel  

3 
5:00 pm Bible Study 

6:00 pm Choir  
Rehearsal  

4 
9:00 am - 10:30 am 
Piano Lessons in 
Chapel 
 
10:15 am Yoga for 
Seniors in  
Fellowship Hall  

5 6 
9:00 am - 11:00 am 
Piano Lessons in 
Chapel  

7 
9:45 am Sunday 
School  

11:00 am Worship 
& Holy Communion 

Second Sunday of 
Advent 

8 9 
12:00 pm Lunch & 
Learn  
1:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
Piano Lessons in 
Chapel  

10 
5:00 pm Bible Study 

6:00 pm Choir  
Rehearsal  

11 
9:00 am - 10:30 am 
Piano Lessons in 
Chapel 
 
10:15 am Yoga for 
Seniors in  
Fellowship Hall  

12 13 
9:00 am - 11:00 am 
Piano Lessons in 
Chapel  

14 
9:45 am Sunday 
School  

11:00 am Worship 

12:00 pm Meet & 
Greet  

3:00 pm Piano  
Recital 

Third Sunday of 
Advent 

15 16 
1:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
Piano Lessons in 
Chapel  

17 
5:00 pm Bible Study 

6:00 pm Choir  
Rehearsal  

18 19 20 

21 
9:45 am Sunday 
School  

11:00 am Lessons & 
Carols Service  

Fourth Sunday of 
Advent 

22 23 24 
5:00 pm Christmas 
Eve Candlelight 
Communion Service  

 

 
 
Church office closed  

25 
 

 

 
Church office closed  

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 

28 
9:45 am Sunday 
School  

11:00 am Worship 

 

29 

 

 

 
Church office closed  

30 

 

 

 
Church office closed  

31 

 

 

 
Church office closed  

   

December 2025 


