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The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
  

The Word of God 
 

Opening hymn                    O God our help in ages past                                       Hymnal 680 
                                                                              (vs. 1-3) 

 
The service begins on page 355 in the Book of Common Prayer, and is printed in its entirety here.-- 
 

Leader Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
  

The Officiant says  
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid. Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Gloria                               356 BCP 
 

     Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
     Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 
praise you for your glory. 
     Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
     For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.                                                

                           

The Collect of the Day 
 

       The Lord be with you. 
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved 
by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

The First Lesson    Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24 

Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As shepherds seek 
out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue 
them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I 
will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into 
their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the in-
habited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall 
be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on 
the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, 
says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the in-
jured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with 
justice. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean 
sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your 
horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be rav-
aged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them 
and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince 
among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 
 

Psalm 100 
 

1 Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song. 

2 Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

4 For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
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The Epistle     Ephesians 1:15-23 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do 
not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know 
him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasur-
able greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put 
this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and 
has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
all in all.  
 

Hymn               Savior like a shepherd lead us                    Hymnal 708 
 

The Gospel    Matthew 25:31-46 

Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit 
on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his 
right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you 
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you 
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to 
drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will 
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of 
my family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, de-
part from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you 
gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not 
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 
Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 
you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go 
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  
 

Homily 

The Nicene Creed                 358 BCP 
 

     We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. 
     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Fa-
ther. Through him all things  were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People                         Form II, 385 BCP 
 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishops; for this gathering; and  
        for all ministers and people.  
   Pray for the Church. 
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.  
   Pray for justice and peace. 
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.  
   Pray for those in any need or trouble, including those on our prayer list: 

And those in the military, including: 

 
 I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that they may find  

     and be found by him. 
  I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died. 

 

Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the thanksgivings of those present 
 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray that we may have 
grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 
 

Concluding Collect 
 
Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in heaven and on earth: 
Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this fellowship of love and pray-
er, and know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. We ask this for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives and 
reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Confession                                    360 BCP 
 

The leader then says 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

In unison 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of 
your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

Kolton 
Holly 
Grey 
Mike 

Melanie 
Sonia 
Kathy 
Neal 
Toni  

Shirley  
Kathy  

Branden  
Kim  

Barbara  
Mary Jane 

Jim 
Katrina  
Jason  

Jule  
Margaret 

Bill 
Judy 
Diane 
Scott 
Kristi 
Marie 

Joe 

Curt Woodard 
James R. Hill 
Elias Rueda 

James Frazier 

Rudy Garcia 
Hayden Graham 
Paige Graham 
Ross Gilchriest 

Zack Weseman 
Abby Weseman 
Micah Baggett 
Brian Larios 
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The Priest says the absolution 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace 

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Holy Communion 
 
Offertory                                                    Take my life and let it be       Hymnal  707
         
The Great Thanksgiving 
      
Eucharistic Prayer A  
 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them says  
 
         The Lord be with you.  
People        And also with you. 
Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 
People        We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People        It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Al-
mighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 

of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 
Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The people stand or kneel. 

 
Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into 
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all. 
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He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sac-
rifice for the whole world. 

 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                364 BCP 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

   Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
       on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those  
      who trespass against us. 
   And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread                                                                                     364 BCP 
A period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and  
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Let us pray. 
 

 Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most pre-
cious Body and Blood of your son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy myster-
ies that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And 
now, 
Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witness-
es of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen.  

 

The Blessing 
 

The Dismissal  
 

   Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Concluding Hymn                                         Come thou long expected Jesus      Hymnal 66 

                                        Continued on next page 

Invitation to Communion 
This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ. It is made ready for those who love God 
and who want to love God more. So come, you who have much faith and you who have little, 
You who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time or ever before, You 
who have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, not because the Church invites you; It 
is Christ who invites you to be known and fed here. 
Adapted from The Iona Community, Iona Abbey Worship Book, (Glasgow, UK: Wild Goose 
Publications, 2001), 53 
 
All baptized Christians are invited to share with us in the Lord’s Supper. If you receive Com-
munion (the Blessed Sacrament, the Lord’s Supper) in your church, you are welcome at our al-
tar. If you prefer not to receive, we invite you to come forward  for a blessing, which you may 
indicate by crossing your arms over your chest.  
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Pastoral Care 
If you are ill or facing hospitalization, or if you know of pastoral or practical need 
of one of our fellow parishioners, please let the office know. As a community, we 
want to pray for and otherwise support you in times of need. 
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P.O. Box 636, 1305 Roosevelt Dr.  Silsbee, Texas 77656  
409-385-4371   409-385-0304 (facsimile)   www.stjohnssilsbee.com 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
The Episcopal Church in Hardin County 

 

The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle 
IX Bishop of Texas 

The Rt. Rev. Jeff Fisher 
Bishop Suffragan 

The Rt. Rev. Kai Ryan 
Bishop Suffragan 

The Rt. Rev. Hector Monterroso 
Bishop Assistant 

The Rev. John Johnson 
Vicar 

 

Bishop’s Committee 
                                           Dan Rogas                  Harvilynne McNeel  
                                           Jeanne Staley             Alyson Donalson 
                                           Ben Eppes                  Don Longenberger 
                                           Paula Brown 

  

If you are a visitor today, we invite you to sign the register in the narthex. 

Cover art:  The earliest portrayal of the Last Judgment is in a sixth century mosaic in 
Ravenna  


