
The Liturgy of the Word 
The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Silsbee 
 
Opening Hymn     Here I am, Lord       
 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry 
All who dwell in dark and sin, my hand will save 
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard You calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if You lead me. I will hold Your people in my heart. 
 
I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide, 'til their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard You calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if You lead me. I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
The service begins on page 355 in the Book of Common Prayer, and is printed in its entirety here. 
 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
  
The Officiant says  
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid. Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Gloria          356 BCP 
 
     Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
     Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 
praise you for your glory. 
     Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
     For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



The Collect of the Day 
 
       The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit by their 
teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Lesson    Genesis 22:1-14 

God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Take your 
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” So Abraham rose early in the 
morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut 
the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had 
shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said 
to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, 
and then we will come back to you.” Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on 
his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 
Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire 
and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God himself 
will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on together.  
When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the 
wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called 
to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not 
lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have 
not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught 
in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering 
instead of his son. So Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, 
“On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”  

Psalm 13 

1 How long, O Lord? will you forget me forever? how long will you hide your face from me? 
2 How long shall I have perplexity in my mind, and grief in my heart, day after day? how long shall      
my enemy triumph over me? 
3 Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 
4 Lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed over him," and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 
5 But I put my trust in your mercy; my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 
6 I will sing to the Lord, for he has dealt with me richly; I will praise the Name of the Lord Most 
High. 
 



The Epistle     Romans 6:12-23 

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. No 
longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as 
those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments 
of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under 
grace.  
What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do you 
not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one 
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 
But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the 
heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having been set free from 
sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human terms because of your natural 
limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and 
greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.  
When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what advantage did you 
then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. But now 
that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The 
end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

Hymn         O love that casts out fear H-700    

 
The Gospel    Matthew 10:40-42 

Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one 
who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's 
reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive 
the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones 
in the name of a disciple-- truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
 
Homily 



The Nicene Creed       358 BCP 
 
     We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. 
     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father. Through him all things  were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People          Form II, 385 BCP 

The people maintain silence after each bidding, during which time the People may offer their own prayers, 
either silently or aloud. 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishops Andy, Jeff, Kai and 
Hector; for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church. 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. Pray 
for justice and peace. 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. Pray for 
those in any need or trouble. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, including those on our prayer list: 
 

Holly 
Grey 
Mike 

Melanie 
Sonia 
Kathy 
Neal 

Toni Woods 

Shirley Huddle 
Kathy Moore Rehfuss 

Branden Rivers 
Kim Farmer 
Jordan Rogas 
Barbara Auch 

Katrina Brumley 
Jason Karnes 

Jule Frazier 
Margaret Mitchell 

Bill Moon 
Judy Little 

Diane Turley 
Scott & Kristi Gray 
     Marie Monday 
Jim and Mary Jane 

 
And those in the military, including: 
 

Curt Woodard 
James R. Hill 

Elias Rueda 
James Frazier 

Rudy Garcia 
Hayden Graham 



Ross Gilchriest 
Zack Weseman 

Abby Weseman 
Micah Baggett 

Paige Graham 
Brian Larios

 
Concluding Collect 
 
Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in heaven and on earth: Grant 
that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this fellowship of love and prayer, and 
know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. We ask this for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, in whom all our intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Confession    360 BCP 
 
The Leader then says 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
In unison 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest says 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer             364 BCP 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
   Our Father, who art in haven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as  
it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory. 
   For ever and ever. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Concluding Hymn       I come with joy      H-304  
 

 
 
The Blessing 
 

The Peace 
 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 
  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 


