
EAST PORPOISE BAY COMMUNITY ASS0CIATION
6375 Marmot Road, Sechelt, B.C.  V0N 3A4

Minutes of the Director’s Meeting held on Oct. 17, 2017
at the home of Michael Hoole

In Attendance:  Lorraine Gallant, Mel Bollivar, Bill MacKinnon, Geoff White, Adam
Shepherd, Greg Deacon, Mike Hoole, Isla Miles, Michael Siddall and Peter Wooding.
Members Rob and Sonia Steele and Louis Legal also attended.

Absent: None

Call to Order:  Mike Hoole called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm.

Meeting with Mayor Milne:

a)  The status of the Districts action to deal with the derelict boat situation in Porpoise
Bay? -  The Mayor said that staff are recording what boats are in the inlet and said that
not all the boats anchored in the bay are derelict though some are.  The Mayor said that
he thinks a harbour authority for Porpoise Bay is the way to go and has already talked
to chief Warren Paull about it.  The Mayor said that he would consider what is needed to
establish a harbour authority though our impression was that this was not a priority.
Greg mentioned that Oak Bay is dealing with derelict boats and has received some
provincial money to help with it.  Greg to send the link to the Mayor.  The Mayor
mentioned that the artist Gord Halloran would like to make derelict boats art objects.
Peter mentioned the boat on the beach at Marmot and our difficulties in removing it.
The Mayor said it is a federal problem and currently Sechelt doesn’t have the authority
to deal with it.  He also said that dealing with derelict boats isn’t high on Sechelt’s
priority list.  When asked what Sechelt’s priorities are he replied that roads,
infrastructure, budgets and finances are the priority.  He mentioned that roads alone
were likely to add 5% a year to Sechelt’s budget.  We were told earlier this year that
Sechelt was to receive some federal money to deal with the derelict boats but repeated
attempts to contact John Devison, Public Works, to get an update had failed.  The
Mayor was not aware if any federal funds had been received but said that John Devison
should respond to questions.  Greg to follow up with John Devison.

b)  The status of actions being taken by the district to deal with the proliferation of short
term rental properties that are adversely impacting many neighbourhoods within the
District as well as reducing the supply of affordable housing. – The Mayor said that a list
of problem properties is being assembled and that there is a need to work jointly with
the SCRD and that this process is ongoing. Mike suggested that Sechelt’s current bond
of $1000 is no deterrent for rental properties considering the revenue these properties



are getting.  $1000 per day or per incident would be a better deterrent.  Sonia Steele
gave some background to the Mayor regarding the short-term rental situation next to
them on Marmot.  The Mayor said that he hoped Sechelt’s noise bylaw would help with
this type of situation.  Lorraine said the RCMP would come on weekends, when
Sechelt’s bylaw officers are not working, for noise bylaw complaints.  Geoff said that
complaining to bylaw about noise is of little help because the short-term renters keep
changing.  The Directors feel that Vancouver’s approach to enacting a new short-term
rental bylaw where rentals can only take place in an owner’s principal residence and not
secondary residences is the correct approach and told the Mayor so.  The Mayor
encouraged us to write a letter to Council on this topic which we will do.

c) When will Sechelt and the SCRD make some moves to increase the water supply.
We feel that the actions to date have not been sufficient to ensure an adequate and
secure water supply for the future. Why not ask the people through a referendum if they
would like to pay for a reservoir? – Mike noted that it is the SCRD and not Sechelt that
has control of the water.  The Mayor said this is correct though in December due to its
increasing population Sechelt will get an extra vote at the SCRD.  Still, we can be out
voted by the rural areas. The Mayor noted that we are one of the few areas in the
province where this occurs.  The Mayor said that the SCRD will be invited to give a
presentation to Council on the water plan.  The Mayor said that he thinks the current
plan is moving too slowly and needs to be accelerated.  The Mayor said that the Sechelt
Council is in favour of making changes but there is opposition on the SCRD board to
even building a reservoir.  The Mayor said that he has talked to Lehigh’s mine manager
and that they are not opposed to a reservoir being built.  They just need to be told
where and when.  Apparently, the Band is also not opposed to a reservoir.  Sechelt is
the largest user of the Chapman Creek water system and so should have the most
clout.  The Mayor also said that Gibsons has enough water in their aquifer to supply the
whole town of Gibsons and not just the lower half as they currently do.  In times of water
shortage at least this needs to be changed.  If this was to occur, it would take a lot of
pressure off the Chapman system.  The Mayor said the current 30 yr. plan needs to
happen in five years if we are to avoid water restrictions.  He said that no work at all
including budget preparations has been carried out for an engineered lake despite 3
years in the last 5 having to go to stage 4 restrictions.  Our Board will write a letter to the
SCRD making a case for the need for an engineered lake.

d) Why have steps not been taken to utilize the water from the WRC to irrigate Sechelt's
parks and municipal grounds where that can be done economically? – The Mayor said
that even watering our own parks would cost money and not be cost effective, so it
won’t happen.  Sechelt does have a well on the WRC property but did not open it this
year as the water restrictions were late in the year and so not required (in his opinion).
The Mayor said that Lehigh and the golf course are not interested at this point in using



reclaimed water, so Sechelt will not be making any investments.  Peter said that the
homeless shelter shouldn’t go on the WRC site and that a park makes much more
sense for that site.  The Mayor agreed.  The Mayor concluded by saying that permitting
to use reclaimed water would cost $80,000 and that with no paying end user in site
nothing was going to happen.

Approval of Agenda:  Approval of the agenda was moved by Geoff, seconded by
Peter.  Carried.

Approval of Minutes of September 19 ,2017:  It was moved by Lorraine and
seconded by Mel that the minutes of the June 13, 2017 meeting be approved as
circulated. Carried.

Finance Report: We have $782.13 in the bank with $31.30 in petty cash.  The YTD
financial statement provided by Mel is attached to these minutes.

Membership Report:  At the time of the meeting we had 109 members.  New members
who sign up now will be covered for 2018.

SCAF Report:   The minutes for the Sechelt Community Associations forum can be found
here: http://sechelt.net/SCAF/SCAFarchives.html.  Michael Siddall will attend the next
meeting.

Correspondence:
1.  The Directors commented to Sechelt on the referral for the district's proposed

Operations Centre on Dusty Rd.

2.  Adam reported to the directors on an invitation to an open house on Sept. 22 on
economic matters from Sechelt staff as part of the Sustainability Plan.

3.  Greg wrote to John Devison, Public Works Sechelt, on Oct. 6 to ask for an update
on what the district is doing about the derelict boat situation.

4.  Sam Bowman sent some information on the economic development committee
(SCREDO), of which he is a member, which was distributed to the directors for
their information.

5.  On Oct. 5 we received a referral for a development permit from the District
regarding a development on Sechelt Inlet Crescent.

6. On Oct. 23 a letter was sent to the SCRD Directors and the Mayors of Sechelt and
Gibsons expressing our concerns about the lack of progress on developing a
reservoir to deal with the ongoing water shortages.



Old Business:

1) Inviting speakers to Directors meetings –  Adam will follow up with Keith Julius of the
Sechelt Nation to see about availability for the Dec. 5 meeting.  Andrew Yates, Sechelt’s
CAO, is a possibility for the January meeting.

2)  Dust monitoring – Greg to ask Graham Veale, Ministry of the Environment for an
updated summary of dust monitoring results.

3)  Derelict Boat on Marmot beach – Mel will try to get a quote for a tow truck to pull the
boat on to the beach access.

4)  Brochure needs to be reviewed

New Business:

1. Visit from Sechelt Nation representatives in November – issues to discuss.

a) Their priorities

b) How to move items of mutual interest forward

c) Derelict boats

d) Secure water supply

2. Referral from the District for two developments on Sechelt Inlet Crescent – The
Directors agreed that the DPA 10 guidelines in the OCP should be followed.  We also
might suggest that there be a larger landscape bond to ensure that landscaping is carried
out which hasn’t always happened in the past.

3. Report on Economy open house – Sechelt community sustainability plan – Adam
reported that it was an excellent meeting discussing Sechelt’s challenges and issues,
what are we moving forward with and what are the possible solutions.  The meeting was
led by Dylan consultants and was generally regarded as positive.  Mike noted that he
was impressed by the number of people at the meeting who felt the same way as our
Board of the Directors, i.e. that the more had to be done in the area of economic
development if the Sechelt community was to be sustainable in the long run.



4. Possible capital projects for 2018 – Meeting with district of Oct. 20 – Mike and Greg
to attend.  The extension of the trail along Sechelt Inlet Rd. to the park and
improvement of the existing trail so that bikes could use it to be a top priority.

5. Picnic 2018 – Mel will reserve for Sat., July 14

Next Meeting:  Dec. 5 at the home of Peter Wooding, Marmot Rd.

Adjournment 4:30 pm


